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s Rafael Trujillo, the Dominican diciztor, w2s essassinated at

F

- about ten p.n. cn tke night or 30 May 1661. It was Trujilis's

S ey

custen to visit one of his zictresses a® hiz raach at San Cristebal
abcut cace & week. Cn xost of his travels he rode in a Carysler
with bullel-proof glass and wiin security zuards riding in accompanying :

, cars. Eo derartad from this practice on alc periocdic trips to San :
Cristotal end substituted a 2ignhly ster=otyped patitera of actiica:

after his nightly walk, he dimmissed his companions; changed intoc a

¥haki uriform; aad set out for Saa Cristotel In an unescorted 1957 ' ;
. . Chevrolet, always driven by the saxe chauffeur. :
: On tke night of the slaying, the Chevrolet was intercepted on

a four-lape highway on the outskirts of Cludad Trujillo Ly elznt

armed assassins in three cars. Trujillo vas killed by sunfire, and E
his body was removed frcm tke scere by the assassins. Trujillo’s :
chauffeur vas seriously wouzded, was left benind by tze essassins,

and survived. All of the assassins escaped from the scene. GCae was

never caugiht and wes eventually granted amnesty. Two were ¥illed

o ° - 3
5

,' " waile resisting arrest. Tre others . ..were arrested, confessed,.

- and were later executed tefore ccming to irial. About eigzt or nine

¢ . 5 S N - . . N 2o

c otrers, wod were in on or ¥mew 57 the plot but did not percicizate | s
b !

in the actual assassiration, were killed while in custcdy, waile
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Tnere were yeporis in Ciudsd Trujillo 27 the time tozt the
U.S. Consulate had bteen in scme wmy involved witn the plotters.
e

Eventually, after the surviving plotlers were granted amnestiy,

many of the details carme cut. Iorman Gall, a reporter with the

San Juan Star, wrole an article ihat appeared in The New Pep wblic

issue of 13 April 1963. Excerpts follow:

Toe assassization of the Dominican Republic's Barfael L.
Trujlllo was carried out with essistance from the US Central
Intelligen~: Zency. Amms for the May 30, 1961 siaying of the
69-year-old dictator on a lonely stretch of highwaysear his
capltal were amugzlad by tae CIA into tihe country at the
request of the assassins.

Tne CIA began shipping erzs to the Dominicen Rerublic in

late 1950{ followizg a series of tslks between US Coasul Henry

Dearbora, Chief Pclitical Officer John Barfield of the U3
Consulate, and Luis Aciama Tic. Also involved in the plot was
Antonio Imber’c, who had been Covernor of Porto Plata province.

As Trujillo’s politlcal and financial problems deepened,
talks continued between Leardbon, Barfield and leaders of the
antf{-Trujillo conspirzey. Toward the end of 1960, contact was
established between Amiama ané a CIA agent who . . . vas
pamed Plato Cox.

L
The key link between the assassins and the CIA in the arms

shipments was'a long-time American civilian resident of Ciudad

Trujillo, Loreazo Berry, cotherwise known as "Winpy," wao operated
a supermarket 1n a fashiopatle neighborhcod where Trujillo also
lived. "Wimpy" was put under vrief arrest after the xilling bub

was later allowed tc leave the country. .

The weapons were Imported in small parts, to be assembled
later by the ploiters, anong tie routine grocery siiizents for
the supermarkxet arriving regularly in the capital's port. Toe

et s m——————

L amaman




gL.a varts ezzered. the R3pudlic in 2 3
whlch were later turned over to t..e co;s*im‘.ors.

. Plans 23 the iptezxded assassinziion were worked out durl..g
the sarce-period-in.wkich the-abortivs ascaul%t.on Cuba vas. bei
prepared. Ec@ever, when the ClA-crzanized April 17,. 1901, .
invasion at tze Bay 67 Pigs fziled and world attention was’
focusad oz Washington's complicity ia that cperation, & post-
ponement of itze atilempt on Trujillo's life was ordered because

-of the embarTassment a..ouner such failure might cause the "
.United States. .But {ze order to hold up came too late. The ’ :
w o : 'Meded weapcas vere al'eadj in’ tne paads of tHe conspi*‘ators, . :
: ' ’ who relused epyalu Yy Déarvorn and Barrield to delay the L
asoassination. They insisted oa moving at the first opportunity. - B
This came on May 30, when Trujillo end his chauffeur drove out ‘ b
, * fnto the couniry im an unescorted. 1957 Chevrolet for a - . SR
ST -rendezvous at a San Cristotal estate, la Furdacion, with S ' ’
’ Trujillo's 2J)-year-old mistress, Mona Canchez.

assoclates of the slain dictator knew of the US role within

T e ' - It can te reporied on excellect éuthor'_ty that close
e’ a few days followirg the killing.

e

Dearborn, Barfield-and Berry bad meanvhile been rushed
out of the Dominican Repubuc-by«b’s offictals. . . . . .
Since tae ouster of tze Trujillos, Berry ("Wimpy") has
returned to operate his bhandsomely appointed supermarket,
vhere he greets customers with calmn and courtesy, as 1if
Trujillo had-never: lived..

§
i

oY

.+ . We interviewed Richard Bissell (then DD/P), J. C. Kins (then

» ' Caief, WH Division), and J. D. Esterline (then Chief of Operations,

I L f: ¢ Dlvision). King recalls the Asenc;,r s role as oeing limited to

moni..oring inver::al plovting against the Trujillo regime "but. not

apushi..g or instiga in.g. :,sterline, 11%e Ying, recalls that the

AGRH PTISA WATPLOMA A QTFER I s

CoL Agency was not d.x-ec..l_f {nvolved in ccup plotting. He described ihg,--
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furnishizg of weapozs &5 2 ;z:bol--o.,__t

tangible ev;'.uen..e of U.S. suppoTt. Bissell

roln .as. .,eingwsomev...at more. posi :he than .tha

-:,.\—.{1 s .

a:xd Esterline. Ee vie'-'ed the Agency's. role as un.e o*’ givina support

to .aa iadigenous group whose intended acticns were in tre U.S.

interest. Ee descrioed the affair es "a fairly ncr=sl cpe:-étion
R : -

iuvolving metings, d..scx.ssions, i for=al approvals.” We d.o not

have firms information as to vhether or not any of tre weepons
sdi)piiéd by cIA we‘ﬁ:ggétmﬁy used i.z the assassination of Trujillo.
Both Esterline and K).:xg telieve they vere not. Bissell,. bowever,
bas a vague inpressic.n that oae of tkem vas.

'l'he Agency cfﬁcers wost imedizte_y involved with t.he plot‘bers

are nov videlyx scatte"ed --lear Reed, who wvas chief of station- -

]
TR

until October 1960,. fs now retired. Robert Owen, who vas chief

$5

223

o

of atation at the time of the assassicatlion, is 4n Paris... Charles ..

Cookson, the station's operations officer, 1s in Brazil, Isabel _
cmtmn, the station s a.dminist.rative essistant who uas used as a - _
oomtmiwtions link and in the passing of the ams, resig:zed in 1961&
and is believed to be living in’ Pu‘ei-*.,_’o'Riéo.‘ Fed Hélﬁ:‘x‘,"the head-
q;ua.rters branch éhief, is in Gua_tenaia City. H’e> eiected not to call |

back any of these people for intervieus. While they might be able
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to fumish minor detalls that are piss!

{ frcm the written records,

SV
‘!

we think it. v,.:xliael,' that t.:ej. ¥ouid: be*‘a‘

le to add sigeificantly .

o gl i T

o the q_ite cc--ple,e re'-or:l that anpea*s :Ln ine -‘4L"'ED operational

files.

Agency activities aired at replacing the "ruJillo regize wvers

cap .
ﬁLl:::;zsiigned. the crypto:x_,':x 2MLZED. Onetsegnent of EMDIED was known as
D the cryptonvm for tte operation to remove :T:-i;,jil-lg By
violent action. We have reviewed the volumihéus EMDEED files. Most
of this account is drawn from them. J}Many of the more -signiﬁcant |
documents were not put 1ato the DMCEED files but were kept ina
prlvate file by J. C. King. Ee _ade that file availrble to us.
We also have studied anotier-particularly useful document. The
Dominican Military Intelligzence Service (SIM) officer put in charge

investigation of the
of the/Trujillo assassination was a ravy -lleutenant nased Ortiz: -

- The Dominican Republic assigred hinm to its embassy in Ottava in

"November 1951 when the Trujills family's attempt to regain pover

- fatled. ' Toe Wew York feld office, of the FBI held extensive
interviews with hin from 6 April through 10 May 1962, The result
was a»rm'assi'vely-dé‘oail‘e'd, 182-page report oh the plbt and on the
assass..nation as *‘eco..struc\ed b/ the STM. f*c:n its interrogations

: of tm persons it aupreh..m‘.ed.
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(the EMTZED coerational Pfles)
Froo the recordg) we cza trace <ae orlzizs and the couTrse of

SN LYY PEL

. © U.S. policy 'with respect to the overtarov of Trujillo. We also can

E o ';:c‘e'r‘«ain fro:n the Tiles .i';-et-n-ahtgregd:xd‘t‘heJext'eht.-of US support ' ;
? ‘ of the plctt_v;.'s,“includi_::g the passing to t:r_r.-n_ of yeapons out ¢of the - i
' U.S. Consulate. in Ciudad Tvujillc. What we cannot discover f'~0m toe
, ﬁles, despite quite massive docx._.en_ation, is how the coup gro.xp
E was organized. The best smgle account wve find, and it is not wholly ,

| ; accurate, is in a book by Robert Crassue].ler.* 'Ihe pain flaw in (
E .  the story is 1ts fallure to identify the Lndividmls vith vhom the R |
i C .
€ _____ U.s. ‘Cover-ment was actually workicg. Ezcerpts follow:
.3 : _ .

4 ‘( - B m p,lot was organized on the basis of two groups of

. conspirators linked togetker by a llaison that later p"oved . .
f ' ‘ too fragile to bear the stresses laid upon it. Each group : . ¢
C : had 1its purpose and :lts separate personnel.

%he function of the Act.ion Group wus bo assaasi.nate
Trujillo and immediately present proof of its succes, in
the form of Trujillo's corpse, to the second group,
Political Group. The latter would then launch a coup,
taking over the machinery of the goverument and the Armed-
Forees.

e by e e

- The Act"on Grcup consi"ted s eight ren. Tt appears to i ‘
“ ‘have been organized originally ty Generzl Antonio Imbert - SR
© ' Barreras and Salvador Estrellz. . . . . . They were jolned - Ty :
" by lieut. Amado Garcia Guerrero, a member of tke military S
- corps attached to Trujillo in trze National Palace; Antonio h
-+ de la Maza, the brotber of Octavio de la ¥aza, who had been
killed by the governzeat because of Lis involvement in the

* Rotert D. Crassweller, Trujiiio: The Life end Ti.'.es’ ta
- Caribbean Dictator (New Yors: MacMilian Ca., 1935)
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Galin22z case; Fuaszar "‘ejeth Reberic Pa
Livio Cedans. 'The eizail zeaber, Manuel
Moz oz, toe night of - -Ot‘n and szw 1o

- The "olitical'cm'm:’ bad a.less distinct membership. :t
inc-w_.c.. Luls Aminza 715, Modesto Diaz, Ceneral Juaa Tezzs
D*az, and several others. At the very top it had the suprort

f Gzaeral Doman Farzazdez, Secoretary of State for the firmed
forces, azd his brotrer 3ibin. . . . .= .

*  The over-all aumd ty appears toihzave centered principally - - : . HE O
4n General Diaz, n“obaol_{ the only oze wto had sufficieat . : T o
pv'es..ibﬂ to command authority. . . . . .

“ . The Action Group would remain 1n daily readiness. When
inforration in tke Palace indicated that Trujillo was going
to ¢xive to Estancia Fundacion . . . Garcla Guerrero in the
Palace would inform the others by pe"so..a‘ Ees3age. - o .o . .

The expected zxess«.ge from Garcia Guerrero in the Palace
came to the patient plotters at seven o'clock on the evening
of May 30. They were not fully prerared and ccordinated.at
this momenat, but the emoticral and impetuous de la Maza &
threatered. to.act by himself if the otkers lagged...Ia.any
event, the plan vent into execution. . . . . . Each of tkrem
had kis revolver or pistol, and de la Maza also had his own
saved-off shotgun and two M-l semiautcmatic rifles. . . . . .

Tre conspiracy tegan to come apart within an hour. Kever
very professionally conirived, the plot was hastened pre::xaturely )
to its culmination by ite impatience of de la Maza, and it : : o
now afflicted with bad luck and ineptitvde. Izmediately after ’ N
_ the assassinalion, lhe men of ihe Action Group were uzable 4o
reach General Roman. . . . . . S e

‘ The Political Group of the conspiracy rever toox up its
. planrad role. The Actica Group scatitered, leavirng 2 trall as. O C
- wide as a boulevard. Trujillo's body was left in the trunk of . £ la i L .

sfpdi

= Gs la Maza's car, parxed in the garege of Ceneral Tczas Diaz, S P
53 . wkere the police found it in a few bours. The consplirators: : . e
‘*; were . all hunted down very cguickly, except for Aalama and -

« wd . o

- Imdert, who marazed to conceal themselves for moaths until - ) : L s
the cdanzar had passed. ‘ : I C
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Toe F3I report of 115 laterviews of O:‘.i.z' t?-.e ST{ investigator,

_.glves an excellent ‘account of -rhy tte plot *ell upa t after the

‘assa ssir.a*ion toox place. Or.e ‘of the as.a.,si..s, Perlro Livio Cedeno,

was serioasly wou::ded (probably by “ire frem his own cczpanions).

»All of the assassins assembled at Cenerzl Diaz' h—:mse afier the

killing. One of them called a friead, Dr. Posert Reid Cabral, to

treat Livio. Dr. Reid found him so badly injured tkat surgery would
be required. Reid acd two of ithe assassins took Livio to z hospital. R ..

While in deliri.m he mmbled the names "de la Maza” a?nd "Juan

Tomas.” 'me police immediately picked up two brotkers of Antonio

e

T

) de la Mam. Reither was personally involved in tke plot, but both

knew the detailS and the names of most of the assassins. General

RS TN AT

Diaz, Antonio de la Maza, and Lieut. Garcia Guerrero were killed . .

o - resisting arrest. Amiama and I:nbert went into hiding and survived.
i ‘ o Tbe rest vere causht a.mi interrogabed followmgmrtm'e All - K - PR S
;i];, T ) confessed

’.Ebe confessions led to identification of persons vho vere :Ln.

= b s

" or on the fringes of tie Political Group: General Roman and his T
i - : . N o . ‘:l:_ .
% brot.her, Apiaza Tio, General- Garc:.a Urbaez, Geperal Guarionex - TR
33 Estrella Tomas Baez Diaz, Modesto Diaz, and Miguel Angel Baez Diaz. - , Co
2

N
irg?!
Sk

Lorenzo Berry (Winpy) was identified as a zczmmmications link between

i

s
T

the plotters and the U.S. Consulate. Houever, the SIM aid not

1

1
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discover iz ilentities of the polizical plotiers with whua the

were fairly widaly imown To mersoas not actually mexmbers of i, there
appears to have been ,ez::elle:': compertrentation between tize Political
and the Action Groups--perzzps too much compartzmentation. .The
assassination {%lzel? w&: well plenned. Ceperal Diaz was in over-

all charge of the operation, but de lg Maza was tae crne who did 21l
of the worik. Ee took *hree zars to a local garagze and hed the
engines rebuill so tnat the cars could reach speeds of 120 mph.

Be had possession of the wezpcns from the U.S. Coasulate, vlus
several of his own. Ez and the other participants took the cars

to the site selected for the X113ing ard conducted dry runs each
night. Zverything wes reedy znd the assassins were lying in wuit

for Trujillo on the pight @f 23 May. At tke last minuté ke dec;ded
not to go.to Saz Cristctal tecause ne wasn't feeling too »ell. The
assassins coplizued their &xr runs each evening. After the assassipa-
tion was carried OUu, essenlially a5 it had veen planred, the -cs up
that wvas to follov failed--in part because of bad luck, in part tecause

of poor plannicg, and in part because of oo much ccmpartzentation.

Seabeb o 13 417
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Cereral Romaa, +ho was. t0 take over “h2 gjoverDeezi after Tr:jillo's
’ ” ; o

T

_desth, was not. told thai the assassisation was o be attezpted on -

May 30th. After the clsyifz, Genezal Dizz tried to ‘telegnora
General Rezan ’out'céqm a0t reach hin. Diaz then took the cer
with Trujillo s body still in its tmmk cnd drove to Raman’s house.
He saw;so many soldiers ia tke viciniiy trhat he gave up and returned
hone, leaving the car in the driveway vith the body still i the
trunk, where it was later foumd by the police.

Wnat had happgned was this: Forrer general ard former head
of the SIM, Arturo Espaillat, ha};pened to chance upon the scene
vhile the assassination was taldng place. Ee vas out for a drive
with his wife dnd vas pas;ed by a car that he recognized as Trujillo's.
Ee stopped at a drive-in restaurant and almost irmedintely heard ‘
shooting ahead, which he suspected involved Trujillo. Ee dzove to
the scene, sav wvhat was happening, turned around, end sped ‘back

into town. He stopped at a military installation and gave the

“He and Roman then mturmd te the sceme of the essassination,

arriving simultaneously with the police. The police found T u,jlnﬂ'
chauffeur, who uas_vqunc’.ed but still ali-.ve.:' Roman end Espa.*_l..‘.at
then 'vent to the hospital to try to guestion the chauffaur. Taus,

General Diaz could not reach General Raman to inform Racan teat

%
|
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Trujillo bad been xilled ard tzat it was ilze for Riman to make his

pov/e to take over the governmeant. Romaz koew c*"j tzat there had been

DRSS IR o .,;1. S [kl A

“'a shooting involving Trujills sod that "‘-v"illo vas micsing. - Es did

‘npot knsw 'Jhéther General Diaz' group was i_'wsl'.'ed‘in it or not. He

wvas reluctant to move until ke wvas sure t‘:.a.. Tm:511lo was dead. Bj

the tize Roman concluded that Truj il_lo must de c.ad, it was too late

—————

for hiam to act; [Hector Trujillo ard Joamy Abbes had already taken
ckarge. ' Roman did make'a ccuple of feeble ¢ tes at ergineering a

take 'over, but 1t is éppam::t that he had no real advance plan nor

any appreciable chences of succeeding.

The assassinauon 1tse1f and ths plotiing preceding it took

-

place against a’ background of interzaticzal activity in.opposition

to the Trujillo regime, with botn the CAS and the U.S. taking clear-

cut stands. These are scme of the highlights:

' a. A briefing paper prerared in WH Division for the Joint

Chiefs of Staff in August 1950 states that a revolt was planned

S for December 15 59 in the Duninican Repubuc but vas delayed ‘-'

pending receipt of arms from Verezuela. The plot was discovered

and was rolled up in January. Venezuela brought charges in the

\ . -

QAS that the Dominican Republi: was “in flsgrant violation of

human rights, f:eedc:n_, and democracy” followirg the mass arrests - .

in the Dominican Republic in January 1550. A comittee of the /

B
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s auv'g:e‘.:ttg lirnves{tiggte. the vché_r;;_es n-e_oox";;ed_} on ‘8 Juae 1953,
| Beta.ﬁcour; on 2% June 1950 killed tio: in aiéf'éﬁtouz_age ezd

-Dominican goverrment vﬁs responsible for the attempt on Betan- '
_Secretary of State Dillon, testifying before the House Agr_rci;l:ui;e’

" sanctions would result in the dswﬁfall of Trujillo's dictat)br-

‘United States severed d.tplomatic relations vith the Dcninican

irema et
WP T —i13 ’..1_{

LR e

that tis Deminican Foverrment was gullcy as- charged. -

b. A near-miss assassination atiempt against President

injured him and several othars. The Verezuelan government

enncuaced after capture of most of the assassins that tke

court’s 1ife and took its case to the OAS. On 20 Augist, thte

OAS voted sanctions against t.hech:ninican Republic. Under

Carmittee ‘on 24 August in support of a request by President

Eisenhower for a cut in the Dominican Republic's sugar quota,

is reported as having caid that it was hoped that economic
ship and 1its replace.nent by a moderate and free regi:ne The

Republic on 26 August 1960, althoug,h consular relations vere

continued.

212 -




S

T

I ua

As a. ﬁ.v-thpr prelu:ln to a cb*owo‘o ‘ca" z\‘-"*ev oi‘ opev-at‘o:x

E-GF"DA: we tni:‘..x 15"lould bﬂ um"ul to irlen,i“" tb° people
involved, especial.ly since offizers of the Perartoent of State

pls_,ed a very p--_.:...e"t role.

VWasnirgton - Devartment. cf State

Roy R. Ribottem Assistant Secretary of State for o
Inter-Azerican Affairs . o o .
" Frasx Devine o Special Assisiant to Rubottca
" Joan C. Hill Special Assistant to Rubottom :
) - *: ‘
‘Weshirgton - CIA
~ J. C. King : Chief, WH Division - o o
. .. ... Fed EHolman o Chief, Branch III, WH Divisioa S o

""" Ciudad Trujillo - Departzent of State

: Joseph S. Farlani o Amsovassador until 28 Juze 1960. It is ‘ 4
o L "7 pertizent to note tha: King and Ester- ‘
o e " . - lne ettribute U.S. 224 CIA invoivemeat
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St , with tke plotters in the Doclzican |
: . Republic to Antaszador Farland. Tre
» descrite him a3 & former FBI e::plo,/ﬂe .
. vho considered hinself quite a clandestine
‘operator. Esterline, vho later se'-'ted
H uader bim in Panama, called him "a wild
i man who bugzed the Agency to support a
L - move to assassinate Trujillo.® Ee had
H direct dealings wilh a nmber of the key
) - plotters..
Henry Dearborn Counsellor of Eobassy until 25 August’
3 ' ' 1960 and Cansul Gereral thereafter. le
H .used tbe code name DELTA in correspondence
- 7 vith the plotters. :
"o P70 Johm D. Barfield Second Secretary until 26 August 1960 . .
3 - B ) - and a consular officer tkercafter. A
. i comewl s e et CIA eryptonya: ’
§(e/  Cluiad Trugiilo - cma SR ¥ :
E Lear Reed Chief of Stati.on until October 1950
4 ; 7
, - § - . Robert Owen S Chier of Sta't.ion fran 20 Janua—y until
§ & June 196L. Code name used with the
¥ plotters: GAIGO
b : .
% ' - Charles Cookson - 7 Operations Officer _
g . . Administrative Assistant = - -
é’ Key Dominican Plotters

RIS R

.. Code nemes: S#ORD apd EL CHICO

..« Code Names: Mr. X, ABC, and YAGUATE . - 17
Code nare: SOCRATES :

'
N

8.
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'S. Thowas Stocker - "An Azarican in the Doz=Inican Republic
with wicn (e statioan had bad an earlier
ushuppy experience. The consulate -
_preferred 4o have .ndtaing 10.do with him, -
- but -the Dopinican plotters brought him in
as a cutout to the. consulate. Ee took
delivery from Lorenzo Berry of three '
carbines passed to 2erry from the U.S.
Coasulate for use by the plotters. Ee -

. kz2ld them for a few days and then gave
-them tack-Wzen Berry insistéd tkey be
returned, Berry then passed them to

one of the assassins.

Code ‘names: . 'HECTOR azd PLUTARCO

Code name: ANDY BN

B

e

Luis Amiama Tiq ' ; ' T

i\ RS

Donald Reid Cabral

Lorenzo D. Berry

e o]
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Two documents provide a useful pcint of ds“"imre, from an
historical point of view. QOue is a sexi-official letier irom
Ambassador rarland in the Dominfcan Republic {0 Assistant
Secretary of State Rubotiom. The cther docuzent is an interrnal
CIA staff parer revealing the relatively passive role that had

been played by rIA prior to 1960.

o~

16 Tovember 1959

~ Amdassador Farland wrote an "Official-Informal” memorandum
to Rubottom reporting that "the uzderground is more active today
i than ever in the history of the Trujillo regime.” He described the

4 . principal opposition group &s being about 2,000 strong. Ee said:
£ : ™ . . . within this group there is growing militant anti-
Americ;an feeling based on the premise that the United States
should actively aid the Dominican revoluticnary (sic) for the
N : overthrov of the Trujillo regime. Discussions I have heard on
W tuls subject show aa appalling lack of unéerstanding of the

’ position of tbe United States and its adovted doctrine of non-
interventioa. . . . . . This group is in possession of
clandestine broadcasting equipzent which will go into operation
when the sirike is made. CAS has been inforred and Jjoins with
me in suggesting that you pass this informatioa to J. C. ¥ing."

B TN

ALTTELNL
P
!
[
(%)
1

TR

NP2 s =t o It
i
14
- D R L L

raneT e
Seinti— _._i,j ] : : !

EE LI

e e S kG Beaain i Ly kS tet. s 3 o T B
“r37




4-00000

et T SRS

AT

s L2

A

)

eI T Oy T e B ST

iy

X
(@]
[
5
£
o3
~y
sy
o}
s
)

a plan for improvicg inteld

in tha event of Trujill

stated in the

¥

4
i
o

co Chiel, Wi Division, discusses

val from power.

¢ 0of the Domirican Republ

The objectives

derly iransition in the evsnt

Trujillo aidicated or was depcsed and to preveat a takeover by

Castru-iype forces.

The following excerpt reveals the level of

CIA activity in the Dominjcan Republic pricr to that time:

"The COS Ciudad Trujillo conducts nc covert oprerutions;
nowever, his orfricial ccatacts with Gerneralissimo Trujillo and

govarnzent by exiles and other Ape

to the Icminican regize.”

10 March 1960

e

o
8 [>7
36
ot}

witz the Chief of the Dopminican Securiiy Services has enabled
- hiz oa occesicn to assess the atti

udes and reactions of the
sa activizies apd to
zainst the Docinican
overnwents unirierdly

This is tbhe date of the first draft that appears in Agency files

of a plan to persuade Trujillo to retire. The origirator of the draft

"1s not shown, but it was to be ferwarded to President Eisenhower
7

from Geperal Edwin Clark, a frisnd of the President from taeir years

of military service.

The plan was for Clark to approach Trujillo,

with whom ke had tesn on good terms in the past, znd attempt to

persuade Trujillo to retir
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no cze Wao could sucrzed hip, and that £o Zrotect his {asily and

to precerve his image ss Bl Zens’aztor, ne should step down and !

allow a2asylum  to te crranged feor kmim., His fepmily would have the

weslth already outsicée the Deminican Republic, and th

[
Yy
la)
¥
&
;
0

inside would be placed in irust, to be

koown personages Tor the Tenefit of th

[f
{
t

iziran people.
This proposition received hign-level atiteation in Washington,
including that of President Elsenhoser, Secretary of State Esrter,

and Allen Dulles. In approving Clark's apprcach to Trujillo,

the President specified that Ciark should travel as a representative
— of the State Departzent, rather than as 2 perscnel exissary of tre

— "President. Gegeral Clark traveled to the Dominican Republic and

e+ - ————r e e

~met with Trujillo on 27 March. By the time of the meeting it
appears that it had beesn decided that the plan would te presented

as merely that of private citizen Clark, ard that was what was doge.

The station thought it likely trkat Trujillo recoguized the officisl

U.S. Govermment hand in the proposal. OF course, nothing came of the

_ meeting. . 7

D 22 March 1960

Ambassador Farlard, in a TCP SECRET memorandum to Rubotitcm,
iv - .

forwarded a plan of a Dominicar group plotting Trujillo’'s overthrow

T, - 18 -
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tearisg the cole ns=e "Operation Laacet.” It was basically a

propazal for a cource of pol the threat

~2

of beinz tvacxed by zuscle
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to leave the counry. "He tells it plainly end decisiv

4
}»—I
<
o
S
3
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[
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gilve hin 12 or 18 nours to do it." It would te made clear thaw
if Trujillo refused, a vorder incicent would be centrived, which
would be Zollowed by "collective intervention." Assuming
Trujille’s acceptance of the ultimatun, ithe plan then outlined steps
for traasitiocn ©0 an operating representative government. Thae army
would b2 reduced in size. A retaxer governmment would prepare for
free elections.' Ambassador Farland Torwarded the plan with these
cocmzenis of nis owm to Rubottem:
" . . . this segment of the dissidents is psychologically
conditiored to a point vhere i7 will take any s*tep excext ike

ultirmate, and for the execution of ikhe latter they expect
United States assistance. .

-« & s e

"Dick, I think the time has ccme Tor certain agencies of
our Governomeat, without atiribution, to establish and implement

a definite coustructive program to influence the course of evsnts

in the Dcminican Republic. My conversations with the Secretary
ard Allen Dulles eopnasized the problems and the possibilities
of this type of approach. . . . . . 7
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evert of a flare-up in the Deminjican Rapublic. On 30 March,

treat Cuba might te izvolv:d, there was talk cf evacuating U.G.
_ci'-:il'ﬁ_ans from Cuantanamo. There was also discussion of the
possivility ©f sealing off tbe land eairznce to e Daminican Republic
from Zaiti azd of tke problem of providing asyius Jor Trujitlo. On
7 April, there vas furtber talx o7 ssaling off the country if ’.{‘rujilio
fell, and an appraisal vas made of the chances ol his leaving
willingly:

® . . . it 15 evident that Trujillo will not ccasider
paxirg aoy arrangecents er orderly succession to himselfl, but

- c

r n to the bitter ezd or flze the
country oo stort nciice, & la Batista.”

9 April 19%0

State cent a cable to Farlard through CIA channels, from which
the followinz is an extract:

"Could you, if 50 inctructed, make apprupriate arrangements
within rert few weeks with eppropriste civil and military
dissicdent elexents to take over tbhe GODR? You would be authorized
to indicate to-them that &8 soon as tbey had seized power they
should i—ediately request United States reccgaition, and ask for
United States military assistance under Article Three of the Rio
Treaty in tke event of actual or threatered Castro-sponsored
invasficas or of threatened insurrecticn incited by pro-Castro
or pro-Communist elements within or outside Dopinicen 2epublic . . .

"Weat, if any, 2id would be essentiel to dissident elements
”

prior to takeover . . . . .
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Farland .sta:ed

11 £oril 1990

rariand La.,-ed nis reply ¢

"Urnder

tarougn CIA chanzels

¢ < ie for oe W make
arracgesenis with arorosriate a dissidents woose leaders
are kaown to e including nazmes their selaciees TOr 10p
goverrmeatal positions, and Witk cze nmiiizary dissicent, a
general, wao 1s expecting an exchangze of razswords for purpese
secret discussions. . . .

"Regurdless of . . . ~22thing

-icdicaticos reflect Domizican dizsic
poorly arced, locsely organiczed and
wmilitary dissidents, will Jfngd it &
over of GZDR wi
follicuwi

thout existence one ©

(1) Ciazdestine arzs shipmens, »

{2} &n invesfion to serve as &
(3) Izpiemeatation of the d&i

(k) Aévance psychoicgical

(6) A& careful step-by-step plan
the coup and for ine pericd

LOg

a nzed for "minimmz dbut key
military dissidests. FEe added:

-21 -

l27 them Ynow we are prepared to a

fen exists,
atsitiedly
P "'_L;g liaiscn with
:.:lt to effect taxa-

mere or comoinatica of

develorments (wzich we sumarize celow):
X

wita sabotage materiel.

sizmal to the populace.

ssidents*' "Cperaticn Lancet.”

conditionirz by radlo.

(5) "Incapacitaticz or assassinaticn

of Trujille.”

for the period preceding
foliowing it.

coorveration” Irom Dominican

zcatributions U.5. 20uld
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9 May 1560

A pezorandum writiten of a debriefing of Arbassador Farlard reads,

in part, as follows:

“The dissjidents need gups and arrmmition froo the United
States. In partisular they rpeed a spail mumber of high-power=d
rifles with telescopic lenses. Tne Ambassador said that he saw
no prodlen in tre purckase and delivery clandestinely of the
erns {0 the dissicents. But ke said, of course, this raises
the guestion of whether the U.S. Gover—ent wants to engage in
this activity.

“Col. Kizg said that this of course is 2z policy cdecision. Ha

gaid that CIA could éeliver the arms if this is the group we want
. to support.

-

e ve e o

et o
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(C.mment: Fariand was in Yashingion for consultaticas.
Although k= is listed as having zerved as Aszbassador until 28
3 - . . .. . T
¥ June 1990, it appears that he 412 not aziually return to duty
in Ciudad Trujilio. Iils successor, Vinton Chapin, was ncoinated
13 June, but he psver took the post. i
r
e 196 .
3 Juze 1920
. 1
Farland met with lelson H. Szith, the Domipican desk cfficer
LA in WH Division. They compared lists of dissidents 1o see if in .
: namer CIA had were those with whom Farland had veen deelirg. Tarland :
‘_(- said, "Those are tke boys all right.” Smith's memorandim of the i
. ) !
. = pmeeting includes this coarment:
- "Farland then told me tkat the underground cpposition ere §
: planning to assassinate Trujlillo. EFe said that it is plazczed to H
- ’ . ' use @ powerful bcmb wnich could be planted along tke rouze of i
! . §
o Trujillo's nigntly walk and cculd be detcnated by a rezote- '
a . control firing device. Fe in%timated ihat tni.» plan is pret:iy )
. well along and could be executed at any uiE“
;'f‘ . Undated Working Paver (filed between papars dated 25 May erd 13 Jure)
¥ The author is not identified nor is there uay indication that o
: i
4 tbe proposal was approved. Iis objective was stated thus: "To
; : precipitate the downfall of the Trujillo regizme by 1 August or as
‘ ) }
| I . e :
; i soon as possible thereafter.” It proposed that the U.S. beccze a :
. . v
I3 i
: L prire motive force against the Trujillo regize. "In the event Tr:jillo >
| “{.; . 1
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Henry Dearborm, who was in charge in the Anmbassador's abszencze, ' *
queried State through CIA ckanrels, aszing for ccnfirmation on

cLz

certzin points for a meeting he was having with a dissident leadsr,

E He stated his understanding of the U.S. positica

i a. Toe U.3. is pot prepar=d to take overt action against ;
e e the Trujillo government while it is in full ccoirol.

b. Trke U.S5. is prepared tc assist the opposition clandestinely
to develop effective forzes to accomplish Trujillo's overthrow.

- c. Assistance must continue to be ckhanneled covertly ;
until such time as t{te dissidents estavlish a provisional

govermment which controls & subsicontizl seciion of the
Dcninican Pepublic.

20 June 1960

Dearborn, again throuvgh CIA channels, asked Rubottem and Farlard

i1f he could make the same statements coccerning U.S. policy in a

reeting vithznother dissident leader. Farlard replied

cr in the affir-ative.
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23 Junz 1350
. .
#
Dearbora cabled the -results of his Flrst meeting 'J}'.thz\ a3
He zaid tf‘;ﬂi}[:li felt that tas time to concentrate oz, ;
t{cr planzing purposes, was the period exterding through the
"incapacitatiod' of Trujillo; too much planning for what would
follow risked exposure. Dearborn said that he egreed. y ‘
i
Also on 28 Jume (although the first written record we find 1is
& summary memorsndim prepared on 18 October), Rubottom told J.C. .
1
K King that the Government of the United States was >repared to '
: - ; - i
( TS participate in tke overtarow of the Trujillo regime to the follcwing i
- ’ )
! extent: "to provide a szall number of sniper rifles or other devices
- for the removal.of ey Trujillo people from the scene. . . . . . " i
A Rubottom edded that the U.S. Government was not prepared, at this {
time, to send arms, equimment, or paramilitary experts to assist the ’
i
v uadergound to accomplish a revolt.
v 29 June 1960 .
. {
. Dearbora cabled the results of his meeting with|::| E= :
. said that[:had recommenced a temporzry standdown on "action
'*, toward incapacitation of Trujillo" while determining Verezuela's .
reactica to the Trujillo assassinatiocn plot against Betancourt. FF## ]
B ' .
?:.'é \"ﬂ‘:"}'u. - 25 - -
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Dearbom reported that the dissidents had a cepadbility for plcking
in .
up arms a2t sea and for cachiug/garby caves. Gz also described an

airdrop slte.
1 July 1950

A pemorandum addressed to ihe Acting DT reccmmendad approval
for the delivering of wespons Lo tie Dominican dissidents.

"It is proposed to procure and dsliver to underground
prosition forces in the Dominican Repuslic 12 sterile U.S.

rifles, Modzl 1903 (Sprinzfield), with telescopic sights, tozether

vito five hundred rounds of eraunition for same. o . . . .
Ié» Fe mliamrad 41 Aalduvaw Thaca goarane rmer ad s +hwanah T\'DD
L ig plunned 4o deliver ithese weapons by z2ir throush DE

facilities orovided arrangements can te worked out with the

oprosition for their receptiion. If they cannot be delivered b
T N

air, plans are curreatly being studied in the CA staff for
delivery By sea.

"Approval for delivery of thece arms has been given by
Assistant Secretary of State Koy Rubottcm, who requests that
the aras be placed in the kands of the cppositicn at the
earliest possible mwoment.
The memorandum was sigred by Rudy Gomez for Crief, WH Division; was

concurr=d in by Richard Helms as Acting DD/P; and was approved by’

C. P. Cabell on 2 July 19860 as Acting DCI.

Dearbora was informed by cable of plars to airdrcp twelve
30.03 Springfields, with ermunition, and with sights "ifixed and
sighted.” The cable asked for the coordinates of a suitable drop

site ard Tor a four-man reception teem with flashlizhts. The cable
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Headquarters cabled Teartorn, in rar
" . . . imperative learn
— . 4 N
| wzat

~

mployed simultianeously wi
and what is needed in way of
of plan of action. O7F particular ipporiance is info re extent
of military particivation in prezarations. In spite of
aprarent lacx of knowledge of opposition organization, most
logical that he 1is actively collzborating with a group that

. mugt have some nlan and oa

v for acticn which will ageure

ctable interim govermzent afiler rexoval of Trujillo. . . . . .
- In your cpinfon are [ |/ 20 J penmders of sime group
( or if rot could the two groups te merged? . "

5 8 September 1960

The Special Group discussed a letter drafted by the Pepartment

2. e e e trmmrarm— s

. of State for delivery o Trujlillo {copy in CIA files dated 5 September)

S proposing that he step down. The DCI (Mr. Dulles) doubted the wisdcm

[ of putting such a proposal in writing. FKe preferred s personal
o o °
apprcach. The Group concluded that a rersonal approach would be :
n i
I ¥
k. ~ best ond discussed William Pawley &5 2 candidste for the job. f
; .
¥ 18 Octoter 1920 :
& ! i
"l
5 Chief, WH Division, prerared & memorandum su—marizing epprovals
+
] Do
3 e
%‘iz : } 27 ¢
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N
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obtalinzl for 2ciisa in suprort of the Dominircen intermal oppositisca.
‘The text states that the su——ary was "pruvided in response to your

vertal request oz 13 October 1969 . . . 7 7This is the cemorandum

Lad

P - . ~
to which reference is mede earlier under the entry for 28 Juze 1G60.

29 Tecester 1560

Tre minutes of the Special Group meeting of this date read,

in part:

'

two-pronged plan
a:-:'l..ims tlrected
aga;Ln.;t the Truj >mphasiz d that although
~ suprort would te given to tne Tigueres group trhere is po
intention of esteblishirg a peramilitary force as such - .+ o . .
He also exmphasized that tke proposed aciicns would not of them-
selves brirg ebout the desired resuit in the near future,
lacking scme cdecisive stro%e against Trujiilo himself.

Tevd

overt Intervention in the Dcminican Fepublic should be
mounted simuliareously with the Cuban operations. . . . . .
it wvas agreed that the plan 1s worth beginning at this time

. no watter what the evertual decision on overt intervention
may te.”

" . ... .Itvas noted thet Mr. Pawley feels that

(Comment: We find nothing in the files identifiable with
N such a "plan.” We found no other reference to any specitic

plan of about this date.}

. 12 Japuary 1961

The followirg is an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the
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cial Group on this

f
o
"
.

"Mr. Merchant explained the fee e
State that limizeld supplies of =mall arms and o

.
t

T pausic] 4 other matert
should tz made availacle for dissidents inside the Donmind
Repudlic. Mr. Parroit said that we belisve this can be pana
securely by CIA, and that the plan would call for final ¢
portatica into the group teing provided by the dissidents

w

themselves. Trpe Oroup approvaed the project.
- Pado &

19 Januars 1551

. Latle frem headguarters:

"For Dearborn: FYIL and use as you consider adviseable,
authority bzs veezn given Hgs for cdelivery to internal {r-onu
of limited supply of ozall arms and other rpaterial oa condition
tkat introduction of material into LomBep be efrected by Zoms.
. « . . . Above coordinated with State.”

2L January 1951

members of the CA Staff and of WH Divisiocn:

L LAt T S e S RS D S, -

Menorandum for the record of a discussion of Project EMDEZD by

"It vas confirmed {from Mr. Parrott by phone) that the
Special Group row has approved that a 'limited supply' of
small aras end related equipment may be provided covertly to -
the Domiaican resistence elsments with whom we have been
dealing. Tnis was additional toc the Specizl Group's approval
on 29 December 1220 of our Cperztional Proposal.”

{Ccrent: A3 noted in the entry for 29 December, we Xnow

none of tre specifics of this ¢rational Proposzal.
pe ge

maly
IR TRTI
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: 31 January 122: '
§
B b
: "Official-Informsl” lettar from Tearbora o Devine in 3tate 3%
H Departzent: :
’ t
"With regard to the delivery of excoiic equipment, my
friends were of courze deligh<ed that suck a deaeision had been
made. I hope that it will not b2 necessary 1o play éown too .
long the cuestion of actual delivary siznce trey are eager !
! . !
~and erxpectaat and too great tardipess og our rart would only i
lead thexz ‘o guestion our sincerity.” ;
H
I
6 February 1951
P :
: Cable from headquarters: !
N o -
Yo , 1. Realize details not now available Lut Hgs wouald
; , D! & nts reasction 12 offexr of srmed assistance
( o appreciate /dissidents’' 2% o of z 4 ista
: to include- [Eissiden:sj current plan . . . :
i : "2. Also request /Robert Owen's/ initial assesswent i
[dissidents'/ capebility carry out plan of action oace limited
armed assistance provicded.”
‘: ’ | 1
X !
- .
10 February 1951 )
oo ’ - i
B The station cabled its reply: . S ﬁ j
RS i ;
’ "Ho solid reecticn except joy as of 9 Feb. ' ) H i
- i ."Initial asseszzent is and[:V could ro: i {
carry out plan. ZBut with acce ha now ( i '
I" apprecaching point when will bztiter te group - (
A potential for actica. We some weeks away froa teing adble i
4 make solid rreliminary assessment. :
®o "Sugzest KUBARK coansider sezding in each pouch ope szall
5 - A
. £ P >
A S - 30 -
I \
i
:
b9 wee eI Y)Y
3 SONFT-TUES Y
) Reim '!\— e i tatS Ja;"-‘ - - 5
g i
3 |
. . . : - b
- Clpal SRRWEST e s> sy el e R LN B e i
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) size high
directiz:
come later.”
: 14 Februvary 1G5 -
At the Srzecial Cr roup nmeeiing of this date, Mr. Bundy: :
" . . . asxed that 2 zemorandim be prezared Tor hizner
autherity on the supject of what plsrps cea b2 mads for a
successor government to Trujillo.’ ]
(Coment: We did mot find a copy of such & mezcrandum !
in CIA files.)
z -
. 15 February 1950 E
L L
‘; T e’

Ned Holmen, the headquarters branch chiel, met witb.[j
C] end Dcnald Reid Cabral in lisw Yorx City, Excerpts Irom his

k!e::orandm record of the meeting fcllow:

e, .Cj played dowa scmewnat the necessity for
. delivery of arms} ‘-uwaga he did say that it is desiresble

2 and should he & part of the planning. Ze said that members of . : {
i ' the oppositicn could, if they wanted io, cbtain small cusnitities

EA 7 of arms {roo Army contacts . . . but that any arms so odbtained

o ) would have to te used very quickly before their loss is .
# - " discovered. For this reascn, ke said it would be desireable to

& - .

o . : have arss celivered by us that could

be stored for use =2t any
zment de~1red.

k= said that the object of cbtaining this kind of help
i - aays tre elimiratioa o7 Trujillic and lnstead o7 using arms
A Cr grenacdes he tegan L0 srezXx of more exoti:s materiels and methods
7 . . . . 2 poweriul tomd that could be planted along the route of
% Trujillo's evening walk and could be daionnicd Irom 8 asardy
- 31 - 5 i
"I_"\ Qn, 'g]
SiEy G . :
- et .t Tearae b d eBE A WA T eF el KT e ,_‘,;»;..::_‘_;»:W' - -
A L AR BB D it 282

R : IR P YR
e
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i .
elezironin device o . . (or) . . . <he possidbility of poisoning
the dictator's food or o putting paison capsules in botiiles N
; of certain medicinss thai the diziator is ¥nowa to take o
o regularly. . . . . . =
X -

YA les L jcal plan that they put formard
was ca2 that they sa t onz itize
5 before. Tn 2 r s his office for
. hisg home there are three autamociles in his process
“ irst a 2 be

icn wi<a tae - {
. dictator hinmse
&

dyguaris in

k25 been discussed internally

is for several block tz2 progress Of these cars at a
given intersection a% which time yourng me:n wi

. ction groups would leap cut

' _grenacdes to finish of

it 7
two Tne idsa tha
ir to

.
rucss

the followin

wto btelong to the
£ the Trucks with Tire aras andg

u

&
g

tator."

1,
bt

,
o
o

L Mareh 16581

Headquarters poucked to tre statica e copy of Holman's memorandim

of his peeting,~ith | |4 and Retd. ©On b March, the chief of staticn

PSS

cabled his assessment of tke plan to intercept Trujillo's entourage

i . ;
b and kill him wvith guns and grenades: :
il i
3 / ;
Z ’ idea . . . alzost certaia fail if applied. Tat :
= type attack is precisely what bodyzuards appear best quaiified :
R cope with. Thelr defense pattern and displacement vehicles

i . plus police practice detour traffic blocks awvay from eantcurage

f»‘ pake {7 Jidea fatally childisk in Owen's view.” . ,
#e . t
o : (Cozment: The assassination was actually carried out «
i through a variation of this scheze. The assassins detected and ‘
\“” took advantage of a siereotyped pattern in Trujillo's movezents

; in which he rode at night, unescorted, on little traveled hizmuays.) |
5 ‘i
- i

é':a‘{ . ‘% - i
‘t‘{ _:zr..\_,ﬁ . - 32 - ;

& -»--Lisnkf
-

‘37&"‘,“?!‘:1;" " 8

S

bX

i
.
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Toe station cabled headguar=-er:z oa k& MNarch: i
1
: Y . . . if cpoortunity suzzert pro-U3 zroup nol to be lost, 1o«
., believe . . . imperative mzxe sure arss with ammo rzady for
i immediate entry DemRep . . - if pecessary at alr d-op sites . . . " A
o : 5 March 1551 : ' .
As s follow-up to that cabls, the station zabled 3 communication
i
o . - H
fram "We nave in our hands coaace to speedup i
. i
: events. Fverything is being planned perfectly. Resulis may be :
13 4
; assured as nuch £s hwman fallibility permits. . . . . . h
‘
] :
i
— ‘7 March 1961 H
.

AR

Headquarters cabled the field, in part:

"Exictingz authorizatica precludes introduction arms into
Dom Rep by U.S. personrel. OrZar prepere coniiogsxzcy plans
for possivle alterrpate delivery method, reguest siation

deternine additional drop zczes and confimm those sentioned

[ PR 1 O

¢t
S—

o e « « « « Request type and guantity arms desired. . . . . . " |
v 8 March 1951

P )

é .

% A Cable from the station:

P

b s s - ~

7 told Cearbora ca 7 Marck tmat axi

group plan try kill Trujillio Ty /intercepting his zar/ at point
near ﬁi_mpy's Surermarka%t/. TIate not set azxd obviously depends

I
i

! :
] on Trujillc travel . . . | 2ot zware ~===<a has %314
}.7 us but interesting that Charge’ Papal liunciatura also aware plot P
g exists but possidly pot of rersounnel iavcived.” P
‘ i
i !
e
N -

s I R S YRR AR

S -

i
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8 Ma-eon 1052

He'.dgquarters cabled the statica:

v ez

Hiqs deeply interested pian . . . and request urgently:

edditicnal detalls in order make plass timely assistance.
Uncertzinty of plans, timing and chances of success precludes

" Hqs seexing ccmmitsent for such cpelecific essistance as that
requestad . .. "

.

}
Eeadguarters cabled the station: . ) !

3

a e W B @ty 18

. o 15 March 1561

- . Cable fron the station: | ‘:

P .

A "Lorenzo (Wimpy) Berry asked /a consulste employee/ for \ :

o : small supply fregmentation gre"'ﬂﬂs 'Tor use in next wea2k or so.' k

. By note, ike chie® of statica checked Sack with Wimpy end

: learned the dissident group must co[::l/7v11 Trujilio] this

o . ponth or drop it as numbder of :":'i"'m »erscos with loose mouths :

are appareatly aware renewal plaan . . . . . Wiy asxed for five : 1

kS mm (sic) rapid fire weapons or s:.._z.l:_r, 2,500 rouzds ammo for ‘

!

3t 1 :

- : ’;

" y b I I o M e A e " ve T S T WAL OR carn o bgopee v
D i R L S SRR W)

ETREIESE

o e

}
%
1
i
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gaza, . . . 50 Irogmentation grenades, . . . ten Sism tank
TOZERLS. « o o " ,
) 16 March 1gol ! s
i
Hezdquarters cabled its reply:
"Hqs exploring possibpilitis :
advise ASAP. Meanwhile, reques
Barry maxing request on own ini i
‘ 1 K i
: i
i It
¢ [l %) ! :
17 March 1G51 :
: . : .
i !
Canle 1rcm the siaticon: { {
. ! _;
ot . : "For issue to several fof the dissident group/ Comsul i l
N e "Cezersl Dearbora reguests taree 38 calibver Smith and Wessea f }
. 5 s - N - < ! 3
Specicl pistols or similar and three szall voxes cartridges. ] H
If sezding emmo complicates problez, advise and we will try {
t

get from Marines.

- :
. "Chief of Station reiterates suggesti?-[{o send in each 1 [ A

pouch one small size high fire power weapon/ as Deartcra

. increasingly concerned lest mocentum which group nas now for j .
@ssass'matiog? declipe result lack tangible or too slow actioa :

. ’ on arzs by toe U.S. Goverrment. Also security these people :

. : increasingly of direct interest US Governmea: which each day ;

. ] more involved in Ehe operatiog]. Loss of one of key peotle B :

}‘j‘ - thru capture could lead revelation detalls ODYCKZ/IMLEED !

S activity. Thus preferable we give them scme chance defand .

) thenselves againzt STL." )

18 Mareh 1951

’.

“; ) Chief of Station Robert Owsen met for the first tige with Dr. !

L

2 c=2bled the results:

;
7
s - . i
¥ - '
N - . . H *
e e em - ———— - o, - . N g - e e i e e = v e e e = - .. PRPPRNEEN N

-.;r’,;’.‘ i e TN SR T et ot S S . D T R vy i
3 e H

.
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" 22 Marca 1961

T ot B B W i K K g ¢ T S G B e

irac io_] pilan new thls: G
tr2ss in capizal. i

SS
identizy :"”"1‘10'" ais Y2 visits her cnce
weeXx or cnoe in two weaXs. o Goes ner zparizent L acegnito end
lightly guarded, Groun apprently has scoeons in tulilding woo

Tn

cen alert them to viclt. Lressed as eroy officers, szall group
w11l 52 €0 enirance, ract guard with pretext, dispatch hiz

or them In silence, eater apartwent and iry <o [:ssassir-_atiog,
len

o
s5ibly including mistress,

7

"To do trey reed five M-3 or ccmparable machine 51.:1.: a::.'i
BB actid Bele 3

1500 rounds armo for personal defense iz event Tirefio i
use guiet weapons for tasic job., . . . . . ﬁ fip
podt;cn was U.S. Ccvernment get items here socnest via pouch
or simijzr mesns. Evident he actually worried that cdelivery by
otker mesas would cooproomdse entire project. Obvicus he can’
count oa only one group both receive arms acd do [s ssLatioJ

j expects and willing ris;c cracs for pericd
Of unceleizinsd leagih alter Lassassmatlod rainiy because for
securitly reascns his group caanct epprcazz military ozd hope to
get decisive ag:'eez:ent support before [s.aassinatiog

20 March 1651

Headquarters cabled the station:

zation exists Lo suspend pouch regulations
Will deliver to the grsup's
feasible.

Pegret ns authort

a.; sagainst shipnment of arms . . .

representatives cutside the Dominican Repudblic if this
Coordirated with State Department.”

The station repiied, iz part:

« . « we realize permission dces not now exist but
Colef of Statioz xmows that he at last two posis received pistols
via pouch for worthy purposes, so it can tve done. Judzing Trom

ref, W3 not prepared take this step. If %his uralterazly so then
. ’ e J

My

PRI VO%

Y dmsmat e et TS ST T e Sl O S b KT o ARt 3 i s

ma
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The above excerpt is tha most significant

int in the cable,

but the excerpt does not fully revesl the contentisus tore of the
cable. On 25 March, Headquarters, in a cable released by the DD/P
(Bissell) undert.ook to set Owen straigat. The cable gives a fairly
complete statement of U.S. policy ard odjectives and of COwen's
respensibilities. It i3 summarized here. We support a program to
replace the Trujillo regixe; we wish to avoid precipitate acticn if
piaaning is pot well orgarized, as appears to be the case; machine
guns and armunition will te supplied to demonstrate good w1ll to the
dissldents; the requested revolvers are teing pouched. Eeadgquarters
is planning with State ezainst the eventuaiity of sudden action ‘qy
t he dissidents that migat result in the forming of & new govérzm,enltl: ’
"If abtove clarifies.dHqs position, Cwen should prcceed according;I}.
In event major points rezair unclear, State Department preparing
orders permit retura for consultations.” )
{(Comment: We do not know Whether Gun replied to this cadble
or not. We do not find a reply in the files. Owen did go %o
headquarters for consultzations about 5 April, but we cannot

¥ It is apperent {rom the EMUEED t no arms were

ever air-drooped or delivered t

e . - —— e o SRS e e
el L - s mTem T

- o

L av e b At g on

Vot g, one




14-00000. _

R SE 0 T IN N AN DR T

Fo xR0 T el ety H

(ot

A 2e

TFF T TR, i or 23 (LR F PRRTIR A I ISRERS
\ -

e UV R v R

"

establish that the **ip was a direct

esult of tthis cabla. Taéi'e

is sore evide-:\ce that suggasts that the trip may. have been in

e

'guns)

26 March 1961 ‘ » ' .

:Cable. from the statioa:

“ "For

'-’connection vith a req\...sc fron the dissidents for sutmachine .- 1

| request permission puss three semi- .

automatic M-l carbirces 30 caliber and supply ammo which avallablie

consulate from departed naval personnel.

Would need fram Hgs

nine 30 carzridge mgazi.nes for wespons. Kequest prompted by

(Camment: It may be helpful to

T note £ March wpnich says he cannol hoid g,muu
togetner bayoud April 15 wvithsut arms delivery. . o« o . .-

interrupt tae chronology

at this point. As vwe will later explain, .these carbires were

actually passed to the dissidents. They were in the hands of

Antonio de la Maza, vho worked out the details of the assassinaticn

"and vas the leed figure in carrying it out. They almost certainly

v\-'ere taken to the scene of the slaying by the essassins.

We have

-no eviaenee that any of them were actually ﬁ_md during the shooti..g

‘ Tbe 1ittle evidence we have suggests that tney wvere not actually

used. "'l'hese=t.hree carbines are :the: weapons referred to by various

sources as having teen passed . to tb.e;plotters'by_CIA. We fird no

evidence of eay other wveapons having been passed.)
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27 Mareh 1951

Eeadquar r3 cabled the stat!.on:

"FYI, ref hardware [he three pistols the station asked be"
_pouche] makes falrly sizeable packeze 1T limped single shiyment.. '
Reguest soonest .COS estimate of risi involved sending one paciage; o E
or whether split zhivment preferable.” : C

- «- (Comment: We find no indication in tae files that these | '

* revolvers vere ever actuall ucked. We suspect they were not
P4

because the request for them was overtaken by subsequent event§.) '
29 March 1961

Ecadquarters cabled the sm*ion- ' ' S

; " . « . Hgs inclined to favor passing: ref . R
¥ carblnes and ammo. Are carbines carried on local installatioa ™ - i
P inventory, thus requiring paper work which may olow CIA's : : : '
- o ultimate use?  How does station propose to pass weapons in secure
“ q panner order avoid other ODACID installatioa esployees becoming:
B vitting they beirg zade available to Dominicars? Require :
g Consul Cerceral.Dearbora's. concurrenze.. ~Advise... . . . . , R S
3 Pouchir.g . « « nire ragazizes . . .. - ) o "

0

S

31 March 1961

S

‘The station replied: -- - - - e .

. -"No inventory problem. - No parer work to skow CIA in act : e )
-in. anyway. - Pian file off serial mxoters. Will kardle pdackaging =~ = - Poeb
after hours.  Only ccasulate person wbo knows disposition is ' C
arborn. Delivery to Wimpy Perry| \ R D
i CIA officer éepending oa what : .
steps see=ms best here. Dearborn concurred in request and in this L SR
pessage. We caanot emphasize enouga that we ousi make gesture of
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good will ..o|:| now. These i%e=s sre not what he

asked for but tkey are an invesusent 1n operatiocnal continuity.
To2 security ilsx in his havirg these i%eas is no greater tkan
his having similar items de]_ive*-r which done b,( zore ccz:ollcated
-.and less cecure cache or droo.” ) e

‘

~ Headquarters cable to the station:

"/Passing. the three. cav"'*i::eJ approved. Advise Egs Jhen
. passing.of tkis equipment ccmpleted.

 (Cazment: Tais cable was released by the ID/P (Bissell). )

7 April 1961

Cable from the station: e o

.. "[Tne pouch forwnrding zagazines for the three carbines/
contained 15-bullet magazines rather than 30-bullet magazines

as requested. Pls expedite pouching 9 latter type M-l carbire »
pagazines.”
9 April 1961 S :

Cable from the station' ‘

"/The station's female adminis.rative assistan] passed
[the three carbines/ to [féimpy Berry/ April 7. Ko complicatioas."

o (c«:mmenf.:.a-'me files do not contain an account of how the .
" carbines were actually passed. As ve \d.].]. lzter see, ﬁeadqﬁérters'
subsequently poucked subtmachine guns fér Fassing to thé d:tssidents;-_:
Beadqx;arfers asked for the statioa's plan for securely passizg‘the'

submachine guns to the dissidents. The station replied: . "P:oposé '

use essentially same technique as that for [the three carbires/.

ot ea —omiam v s
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[The station's female aéalnistrative assistanyf |

—

[iizoy Ber:':,"g‘

» (W nne a~ L DY e P P 1823 Y

[1 .

&

4

5 7 April 1941 o .
s - g - i ... .Chief, WH Division, sutmitted to Chief, RI, a memorandium requesting

£ vaiver of pouch restriction on pouching weapons. "The above request

g ) - N
\ § _ 45 submitted for the following reason: Station Ciudad Trujillo kas ) L

g ‘requested ti-at Headquarte_rs providé four M3 machire guns and 2k0

% R -,roﬁnds >of' amnunitioﬁ on é priority basis fbr 15sua.nce to a saau.aciioiz

; .

group to be used for self protection.”
-*  (Comment: The entry for'18-March 1951 refers to a request

for submachire guns, but there was no Iollov-up on it from the statioz.

This pouch waiver request was submitted while the chief of staticz zas n B
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at healgymarters for cogsultations. It is protadle that he zade the

BRI LA e

plea in person.. As vill be seen laue., tre ..ua:xacaine gu:xa (..he S0~ .

- . ‘T"’%"

cﬁlied ese f--'-s of ‘.Jov-ld \vlar II) were pou'ﬂ" cked but appmval vas

rever givea tte station to pass them to the plotters.)

2
i

HZeadguariers cabled the station:

S CE TR ERUR M QIR 10 AR PR P IR ST R I L S o e B R Iyl

 "Equirment for ] [supmactize guns/ which subject R oo
of Chief of Station conversations Eqs being pouched . . . lb B -
April. Prior to passing equirment, advise Has what scheme of S e o
. deljvery proposed.” v B N
— . (Cxmznt: The delivery scheme is explaired in camment on . . I
5‘ (' the 9 April entry.)

LA 13 April 1961 ] FE

L SRR

i An extract from a note sent to Consul General Dearborn frem- S

, "The three Leica cameras, model M-1 El:e three carbine_]
. with their accessories, should be in the proper hands in a day . . - S ’
or two. . . . » . With the’small emm=mt of equirment which. thEJ ] : R

B AT L DA,

" are receiving they can only take action at a few specific places RO !
g and therefore the prorebilities are consideradly reduced and S R {
the time factor, considersbdly extended accordingly. With the = P P

rest of tte equizment (four Leicas, model 4-3) [ e sutmachipre '
g;ung? the possible places of action are multiplied and the lost
tize greatly ned.uced.

1 ‘Agzil 1951 -
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j_-;onsul General Dzartoom

£
: zessorias a~= i the hands . -
5 of ithe ones ihey need more caseras Sk
& in orler to W hope that the meno ;
we seat two sa. in this regaxd." :
N <17 April 1551 |
1
{
L
i
!
TELTA [Pearvorn/: :
- i
N "Toe lasi word, up to the minute in the matter of cameras:

v CRISTOBAL

4 says that with the 3 leica
cameras aln

: _ = R R inls Lo do the pholugraunic . i :
F job. HYe needs to have the rest of the equimwment (the L M-3 :
X e Ieices) before he undertakes the job. The ones already delivered !
oo : ke cees them as grod complementary equizment (defeasive) but he ]
( s needs the others for ii ggressive part of the Jjob. It is my !
N belies that the ornes a dy delivered have served a psycholozical
I purpcse also: the mea iavolved have always been in coubt the )
- ’ gocd faith of your people in wash. Toneir feeling was that in . i
several mcnths all they nave obtained were promiszes. INjow they ;
see tzat you acitually mean tusiness. 8o, now, all irey are doing H
. 1is waiting for tze reavy cazeras.” {

17 April 1961 . ' !

- Headavarters cabled the station:

H
i repeat not ;
" .. . .. wosi important [the sutmachine guns/ not/be .
passed to without additicral Hqs approval. Please g
advise wien equiprment received and prorvosed scheze and timing of !
delivery." ’

S s
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20 April 1961

Eee.dqua"ters cabled the sta:‘.o:‘.:

further notice and not repea: not be passid to [fdimpy Berry/.
This Hqs decision tosed on juds—eat that” .C””_g vacuma created

o

sl

D r

co::d.ltio:ts ;in Caritbeen area.
"Reqz.est station prcvu‘. 101_1. info socnest (e) Eave
[the three carbires/ beec delivered to | (p) -
. Details on an alterzzte pian 1o f’=.Liver L'"'mcnj.:xe g\.':1§7
’ vh.ic.h would involve ground cachirz.®

R :. N o  (Commer.t: It might be noted that .his cable was sent
Just three days after the faflure uf the l.:dirg at tee Bay of

Pigs.)

20 April 1961

'Hote to DELTA ./Deartorz/ fram YAGUATE and SOCRATES:

: "The officers that wvere to do the photographic job are not
only disappointed but really ansry at the refusal of the delivery
of the other Leicas. Tney kave decided to give up tze plan and
disperse, because they cannot take any more risks for notking.”

20 April 1361
" Cable fram the station:

"[ ubmachire fﬂ.xn] kere 19 April with no-eatry pwoo...ems ‘
\rhatsoever. Excellent basic wrapping means.statfon's plan can':
be simplified even mcre. Tk ecxinistirative essistant, the’
.operations officer, azd the chief ol staiion can skare delivery
direct to drop. Request Hqs advise vhen ve mey begin.”

Euo-- f-hi.ne {;.4.._7 s..ould Se ::elr‘ ia szatioa cou stody till -

by. [Es;assi._atmj ncw bigzer questian than ever:view unsettled




"(Cczzeny: - Tha ptc:’ise razum 97 tais =/c~;.l. '1t bas"c

wrappinag” is not fursher clueif ied in tha. Tile.: .No..“a:x Gall Ll

. N

said :‘zz:: the '.-eauo:xs".'e shh')cd

Tals sounds to us. as ic tn= cub-

enepar'}.ed i': mud cu:x.a'r...rs for pouching.r If co, .

ve wonder how Gall leamed of this. We can "state with fair

confidence that these subza bh,'“" Zins were never passed out of

the consulate. As la:e as toe very dzy of the assassination, Hob
Owen éenf a cable‘pro:esting the policy that forbade his rassing
bem. Tais soﬁnds as if there mist have been a leak from the.
céasulate--from one of tre- vefy few who krew of the:submac’lxiné )

~guns. We cannot confirm that. the subrmachine guns'\-:re actuali;;
pa:;kaged in food coaiainers for pouehing TSD has no record of
havi:\g done so. Jake Esterline kas a faint recollection.of food
eontainers, but not in connection wita pou"ning )

21 Agril 1961

Cable from headquarters to the statfoa:

.. "/Subrachine gun] sbould be held in s.ation custodf tillf———'— '
ﬁxrther rotice and not repeat not te pessed [i_mpy Bervﬂ ' '

WE T e

22 Anril 1961

The st'ation replied 1o headquarters' guery of 20 April

regarding dispbsition :0f ‘the- three car'éi:esf

" [L_nv Ee"r;] tas ziven /tus three carbup] ] .
to :Lntemediary wko holding until picksup . . . . . %

ey
v

v
e
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' 26 April 1951

TR o s N B Rak

i AR S S

prnoTT r"!:a-n. 1y
..-.' . . '4" ' . .
L..nt-l -el. \,-...4 . Con

(Comment: Tais "inter—ediary™ aprears to have beea Taczas
Stocker. Thae ciznificamce of tzis end the securisy probles it

"' posed will became apparent fram ore of the later entries for

31 May.)

25 April 1968 . L ' . O

Cable frcm the station:

FToll from Dearborn: I velleve political cozsequence o not
delt ‘vn"‘ 23 E:‘J-—.-"‘“""""" g3/ 5o sorius I plan go Yashingtcen within

rext feu days for discussion.with Dem"tz:ent a.;d CAS Hgs!™ . . '

Nt

ble from, the station:

®fdimpy Berry/ told Ckief of Staticn . . . Aantonio de la : :

- Maza plans try assassinaticn between 29 April ard 2 May. -
.irpossibly not yet aware plen., No sslid info ok ‘
mexbers ascassiration effocrt but Gereral Juan-Tomas Diaz. protab
T wil) 2id. Will use the three carbires plus whatever else can’ i
get. De la Maza asks Berry add the sutz=achine guzs if possible
[}

. ® & e e e - L

30 April 1961 -

Cable from the statiaon:
"Following frcn Dearborn: April 28 Lorenzo Serry as er:issary'

and{ ~ Jcalled oa ze with 2211 info: . . .
pain mission Berry vas plead with me release sulrzzacnine guns they
telieve in Don Rep and upder my control. Action group has 3 : %

carbines, 4 to & 12-gliage shotzuns with 120 rounds aand séme snall
8IAS. .« » « « « Action entails roadsicée amvush near San Cns:acal




e e 2 e

could oe impocrant., o . . . . I repnlied
I had ro suizachine guns uader :‘j control sad that any U.S. ‘
controlled itens which might t2 in Dom Be ecould only be released
- cn specific aut;oriz.ation from Viashinztoz. I pointed out that
.-silnce the. taree-:carcines were sade avallable Cuban incident had |
occurred o2nd hoped zZroup could under stand. this is period of stuc’qr
and assessment. . o o . :

and few z33itional wszepons

Cable frcm the station:

¥ e e « o . suggest Has review: decision not pass sutmachine

. .-‘-—ﬁn_. A
g\._.s Detemina"ion of group *to go aktead with possibly inadeq_lf l
means conld cr_)el_‘l_ and hagt nm-"" forre noy ugrkino' toward the . -
overthrov o the Trujillo resi:ae. » ;

“4 . . 2May 158 .. .

‘Draft cable prepared at headquarters:

& ¥ ..+ ... Since 1t appears that EMOTH group has camnitted
¥ . - itself to action with or without additiozal support, coupled with
ns g fact that the carbines already made availadle to them for personmal
= defense; station autaorized pass~-sutmacaine-guns-to:Berry for
b Lt .. ' thelir additional protection on their proposed endeavor. . .. . . "
5} R R -(Cment- This cable was never seat. It wvas authenticated AT
O g by Hay F.eroerb for J. C. King,and Richard Bissell coordinated_. on 21

8- - o 14 Tt vas forvarded o the LTCI for release. General Cabell S
7T T attached a handwritten buck-slip: "Returm to: Chief, W.H. Div., . f 0 &

; c-o 7 7 unacted upon.™)
2 :

A
N

: T"'—"‘ ‘....jl.‘i’ ‘ -._ L .- - .. . ‘ ' .
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~.The Director, at-a ceeting of tae Special: Group, reported a

nev aati-Trujillo plot;, sa,rlng that we never znew if one of these

SR O SRR 2t T

would work or not.

5 May 1951
Eeadquarters cabled tke statica: o _ AR

m:gn:t. Zelay but release [of the sumachine guns/ awvaits
h.gh level ftate Depar‘:neqt decision.”

8 May 1961 = .. .

Headquarters cabled.the station:...

"State Department has disapproved rassing [sutmachine guns/.

16 May 1961

Cable frcn th.e aintion-

"Fbr Achilles and Coerr frem Dearborn- Thmnas Stocker czlled
) on ne night Hay 15. Stated he emissary from ‘action. group vhich.

-+ plans-execute action azainst Trujillo night May - 16. Stocker's

- mission wvas urgently request -me.to furnish group with few nacninﬂ
guns walch it um.erstood ‘US agents bave :Ln Do Rep v o = o

(Conment:- There is an unsizred and almcst incc:npreiiensible

- pemorandim in the EMDEED files.. It is dated 17 May 1951 and coaceras

a meeting with|::| Berry. The trzansaittal d.i.spatch maxes.

GiLY




i.t clear that the :.u&o*' was Is:.oel Cinz u‘cﬂ"f:cé-;station's'::-'
aéninisimti‘.e assisiant. 1 ou f.n‘:erpréﬁtién of what

‘{iss Clntro“ ‘was t-,,.ng to .;a,/‘ Sczetine. dz."lng t. sercbo'gz.d '

vesk o 5 3 e Jm_f Berr;, a.,‘.g.d T‘:zé..as Stocker ‘-;o retumthe taree
carbines Earry had given St oc:&er_for tte plotters. St_ocker'at
first refused but fizally, agreed. [Presumadly Berry then passed
;hem to Antonio &e la Maza./ On 15 May, Stoczer again saw Berry.
at the supemrset said he had the carbines back in his po.,session,
.and' his g'ro;xp'iplann.ed to ¢carry out the essassination the 10.L.Luwj_ug
niéht. _ ’Ihe group that was to do the Job was not the group that

Ber-y had been vo*}d..g '.ri th on tehalf of %he coasulate. ' SOCRAIES

an‘ived at the supemarke '.:n.ile Stocker was s L‘L].

vith Wimpy. After Stocker left., Mrs. Berry asked|  |if-re
had given ..he Carbines back to Stoc.&er. :]said he vas

certa:l.n, not,.although he and. the man who had the ,car‘bines.and;_yas.. :

to do t.he Job d.id not knov each other's 1dent1t1es. -While Hrs.

Berry vas ta].ld.ng with[ ) the man to whom Berry had last
given the weapons Eresumably Antonio de la .&az_a] arrived at the

supermrket. } Berry asked him if he kad ﬂetum.d the caroi..es
to Stocker. Ee replied that'ke had not that that, 1f she 'vantetr
confirration, she could look in the trunx of bhis car where he .

alvays carried then.)

-5 LY




18 ¥2y 1931

...'There was discussion at a Special Group :eeting.ﬁf plaaaing ui':.h
respect ‘vto the Domirican Repu‘olic:. -'.C'QESRI 3cules ss;id ke thoughtr
that_én internal State .plmmiﬁé:paper outliningz an ambitious .
Iara::'liuary plan (ard 2llegirg:Specisl Group dp;&mval) exceeded L
the S,.ecial Group's action. Mr. Parroti's notes supported that

mp*'ession. The following is an excerpt fram the minutes: o

General Cabell noted that the initernal dissidents were G e i
p:wessi_.é fo. the release to them of certain =rall arms now in e
U.S. nands.in the Dominican Republic. TZe inquired whether the
feeling o2 the Cro vp roemained that thococe crms. should znot te
passed. The pmembers showed no :Lm.J.L..a foa to take a contrary : - .
posit*on at this tize." * : 7 B

2my1960 0 - | -

The agenda of the Special Group meeting for this date proposed .

discussion of ®further guidance ito Deerborn re contacts with

- dissidents.” The minutes of the meeting, however, mike no mention 0

The station. cabled:: . . L o ’

from Dearborn: 'May 26 I had long talk with = - - - & i: .
PR zade no request for arms which o Co
accepted fact it must do with what it has. S

indicates group kas

ISy

# The small ams to: which General Cabell referred were the sudmachize: .’
guns, whix.h wvere Douched to the statioa but ‘were rever. passed to tae

it z;S SIJU

21 i g e A A
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His caly stateceat on this zubject was that group tas arss but is o Ly
sozewhat coniermed wratler enough. Co e :

g “-’-"""-"“""He st.ated detica group plamning overthrow-Trujillo for : '
past 3 we2eks and roorozenting enti-cormmunist pro-demczratic
elerents cf walch ke member rewains on brink final performance
.and detercined as evar. Said he could give me no date because

a:tion depeands whea Trujillo, follows awaited pattern which
not known.in advance. . Group ‘has arracgerent for teirg informed . :
sufficiently ih advanze to get into assligned positioas once - ' TS
gignal gi\;e'n. He askad if United States prerared assist pro- -
United States Dominicans quickly if they succeed overtarow -
“Trujillo. : o e

"I replied . . . speed with which assistance could be
glven would be increased ccnsiderably irf we could have prior
inf5 on such .subjects as timing, plans for actlon, pﬂraonalities ]

-7 - involved.asl identity of proposed juata. ... . . . He replied L
particirants were not prerured give tielr numed until afterward e
enrd could not give tize for reasons stated earlier. . . . . .

“Re timing l::lstressed event could happen any day and . RS -,
could in fact have happened 3 tires in last 2.weeks except that . . . - : :
necesaary jux:tapositicn of forces did not materialize.” . ' ‘

. 29 May 1961

Headquarters cabled the station:
S - "For Dear‘born from State . . ... . We must not yun risk
of U.S. association with political assassination, since U.S.. .~
- . as matter of geaeral-policy cannot condone assassination. Thi
-last- principaa. is overriding and must prevail in doubiful
situation. . . . . . You rust request and receive further a e
specific *nstructicn for any. srecific covert activity. At the ) . s
present time we are unable .to transfer arms to dissidents. . . . .. Co :

(Coment- Bo*h Tearborn aand the chief of staticn sent

> L . o Ty

cables commernting ca this guidance cable. Their cables were filed




14-00000 -

in Ciudad Trujillo on 30 May but were 1ot received in Wasiington
uatil the early moming hours of 31 May--about eizht hours

after the assassinatfon took place.' Excerpts f01104 )

31 Mav 1951 T

Cable . from the station:

"State from Dearcorn . . . . . If attempt is made by U.S.
friends assassinate Trujillo there will be esccusations against
us and best we can do.is see there is no proof. Greatest da.nger
roint is Thomas Stocker. He was glven small number arms by

.dissident agent to hold several days and has told several persons

dissidents obtained these items frcam consulate. Stocker toid me .
same and I bave informed him this cannot be true or T would know

: (o~ . ‘and when ke requested zme supply arms th.rough h:Lm for dissidents
A ‘ . I told him this impossible. . . . . . "

Cable from chief of station:

"Aseupe [the 29 May policy cable from State to Dearborn/ is’
final vord on present policy on which CIA work here must be based.
‘ This for practical purposes-retreat from -previous policy..
i " However ¥gs aware extent to which U.S. Govermment already
associat~i with aseassination. If we are to at least try ‘cover
up tracks.' CIA personnel directly involved in assassinatioa
preparation must be witkdrawvn now. . . . . . If assassination
‘- tried apnd not successful, irmwediate evacuation of the chief of -
- station, the operations ofﬁcer, and the administrative
assist.ant pandatory. . . . . .

.
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‘Wasnington time:

_[0200 washington time/ = -

Receivad in Hea2quarters izral Center at ‘0341 hours,

FLASH SECRET CRITIC CIA c*u::AD TRUJILLO 7WMESR 1. APSR 2.
SOURCE DISSIDENT IN. DIZSCT TOUCE 4TI ‘DISSITZAT A""’IO‘T GROUP (C)..
SOURCE AT 2330 BOURS LOCAL TIMZ 30 MAY RECZIVED PREARRANGED SIGNAL
WHICH MFANT TP”..JII.LO :’i.*::n- BY ASSASSDATICH ZAME MICET., [MERICAN.

CONSULATE PFRSONIEL ENCOUNTERED RCADBLOCKS CS CIUDAD TRUJILLO RIO-

i

_EATTA SUPZR BIGHWAY AT ABOUT 0030 ZCURS LOGAL TDE 3L MAY. .~

INDIVIDUALS FORMDIG BIOCKS APPEARED HASTILY ORGANIZED ’U.LI’IIA ONLY
FEA OF WHOM ARMZD WITH FIFEARMS O"EERS ‘JITE AACHEZES. I‘fO

CCNFIRMATTON' TRUJILLO ASSASSINATICN AS OF 0100 MAY 31. FILED 06002.

(Comment :. /The sfation's followiup cperatioral cable
identiﬁed the source of Crit‘c Fo. 1 as Lorenzo (Wizpy) Berry,
:vho gave the i.nfomation. in person to Consul Gezneral Dearborn

~.and- Chiﬂf of Station Ouen at tze consu.a.e.’ At about 0100 hours,

Dominican ti:e,::relepho:ed Dearborn "to 2sk

. crym.icall'/ whether we nad- the news. said.-he would add

'detaus vhen he had them.)




Hemorandm \’or t._. "ecord sig::ad b_( J. D. Esterline, in 1:art-'"

- ""c‘- evaning of -2 Juz:e, 1t vas deciZed to imediately A -
' move out of the Dominican Reputlic the Stziion Chief Cuen, and _ oo T
Case O-ficer Ccokson. It was eiso deciiad that Adxmiristrative ;
Assistant Isadel Cintron skould zot retura to Trujillo. Accord-.
ingly, an cperaticzal ixmedinte coble was zent to the station
the afternoca of 2. Juze issuing approprizte instructions.”

o . e
T
L

9 June 1961

‘ Memorandim ‘or the record signed by J. C. King, subject:
"High-Level Heeting on Dominican Crisis"--in part: \ CE

‘ -"The reeting was held at 1800 kours on 5 June 1S61 in Roem =~ -° - * 70
751% of tie Department of State. Amcng “hose present were Vice . :
President Ly=doa Jchnson, Secretary ‘McNazara, General Iemnj.tzer, .

Under Secretary Bowles, Deputy Uxder Secreiary” “Alexis’ ‘Johnson, T
Mr. Ed HurrcY, Cnlef, USIA, Mr. Arthur Squ.esinger, Mr. Ricrhard

Goodwin, Mr. Ted Achilles, Mr. Vx:: Coerr, Mr. Morales Carrion - . . &
-and Mr. Jaseson. . .' el

"Vice President Iyrdon Johason referred- to another message T
fram Consul Gereral Deartorn vwhick vas in an alarmist tone as to
the possibility of implicating the United States in the delivery of
arms to the dissidents. The Vice President then asked zhat :

. was t.he timing and authority on the delirery of amms. v

(Car.::ent~ The message pq waich Vice P—esident Jonnsom Lt —* -

referred is not in the EMDFED ‘operatioral files. We did not - _ "

. finda ccpy in a search of Cable Secretariat archives. Jake
Esge_rik.e, w20 arpears to have ridden herd én post-assassination

planni.ng', does not recail naving heard of Vice President Johnson's

SR R
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guery. 7Ine reco-d uzzesis thnat ke nnzw of it tut docasinot now’

reme:v'oer. Trere is an unsigecesd memoranim in the MTTED: x‘ile

Sl e s ~

dated 6 Juae 1651 (the day a-.,er *.he x;eetir.-g-.#t | ax), suo‘,ect-
: "CDACTD h;cwsr on. wPas.»age of Arzs w Dominican D ssid.e;x:s." B
The maomndum_ suzmarizes State Tepn :'+:.e:1:,-Con'qua;e involvemeat
in kaving -weapons furnished 1o tae dissidents. Tse.muting:a:d
record, stceet attached to the zepmorandim s20Ws 1t vas originated
by Jorn Poulter, Vi3/oezH, axd as forwmried to C/OPS/4H
(Esterline) .;‘.'.‘E.sterline iz-litial'ed tze routing and record.sheet

‘and retur:ted the memo:'andxm to Poulter.  Tais sugest.s to us . .

f

ths.t. J. C. !(ing upon returning {rem t—m He‘-ti..g State, asssd)
Esterline to have a sx.:mary pulled toge ther. _

J. C. King remembers the meeting at wkhich the Vice-f’re’sident
asked about the delivery of arms. He does not nov recall the

7.§pec1f:ic q_uery Re-reading his wemorandurm record of the meeting

leads him to believe that tkhe Vice Presidert's gquestion vas
direc‘bed to one of the State representativeé; Ee feels ..hat,

) 1r 1t bad been directed to CIA, he would have mace mention of

- -that fact in-his record of the’mée“tit.g. |

RS . - . : . |

A tezorandun for the record prepared by J. 'C. Firg of a w’:zi:e"‘

House meeting on tte Cominican crisis ¢a 7 June 1951 zakes no zertion

== _ < of U.S. ianvolvement in passm'veapons to tke assassins. 'D:\e ceeting )

was chaired by the President, and Vice President Jonnson was present. .
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The pmceding, Guite detailed, azd elzost wholly docmént.a:-y

ac~.o\.nt of 'J S. Govev-man* {nvclvament with persons plotting

tn° overthroy oi‘ “..‘,i_lo carz'ies thmugh t‘..e actual a..sassination

Early ‘in tkte report we explaived why the cou :l:at wvas to follow '
t!xe assassination never- took.place. Another =ssential par‘ of- the -
story is the roll-up of the assassination g*'orp ard the d.:.scovery

of U.S. 1avolverment with them. The ccasulate cabled through CIA - i

channels oa 9 December 196l that the 7 Decesber iscue of the -
Demindcan newspaper La Nacion carried-a story

" . . based cn Huascar Tejeda Pimentel's statement
_ to Judge of Imstruction that Wimpy (Loreazo A. Berry)
S provided the caliber 30 M-l Carazd autcratic carbires used
- to kill Truji]_lo.

Wimpy's involvement with the plotters, including passing weapons
from the U.S. consulate to them, beceme known to the Dominican

_ Hilitary Inte]_ugence.Service (smM) as early as 3 June from-its.

i.nterro@tions of t.he captured assassins. The folloving summary
' 1is d.mvn from the FBI's report. of its interviews of Ortiz, the. SIM

ofﬁcer vho headed the invest igation of the assassimtion.

I....ediately after the slaying all of tke assassins assembled

~ at the house: ovaeneral Juan Tomas Diaz. Dr. Rober: Reid Cabral e
. was called to treat tke rost seriously vounded assassin. Dr. P.eid o
was the cousin of Donal:l Reid Cabral, cre oi’ the key pah tiecal plofters,

- dbut

appears not to have been in on the plot himself. Sixce Dr. Reid
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in being callzd as a

Geoersl Dlaz said ke

o,

o furnizh “CJ.u{s.. Ln .‘eid's ho se for four

Dia": o-cnd Dv'.' Raid

‘of the as..a:.si.ns (Gﬂm'-al Diaz, An»o'xio de la Maza, Sa‘.'.'adar

Estrella, and Roberio Paswrim). Tne other assassins vent thelr

-

separate ways.
Within hours afier eantering Dr. Reid's aouse, Geaeral Diaz
. and his three co-p.ms:: tegan to manic, (it might be noted here

‘that the assassins vere so sure tbat the coup would follow and they = -

would all be natioral heroes that they had zade absolutely know

plans for hidj.ng or es\.ape ) Dela Maza called for Mrs. Reid aad

“w &

ordered Dr. ‘?eid out of the rocm De la Maza thereupcn raped HrS'

Reid in the presence of his ctzpaxzicas. Paswrim and ?5 trella vere s o

ks o

bhighly incensed over the rape. Paétoﬁza left the house soon after

& near-ﬁsht and a drawn-weapons confrontation. Estrells left efter

a few hours. Diaz and de 1le Maza left later ami “were Xilled in a.

gunnght vhile resisting arrest. Both“?éstoriu.'and Estrella were

wptured torturod, ard confessed. fol.lozing are excerpts from . Lok
: N
i

he FBI'S report o*’ its interviews wita Or*iz, the SIM x.:wes’cigator. S I

" . . . after Postoriza lefi Genersl Juaa Tomas Diaz cozposed
a .e:.egra:: eddressed to President Romulo Betancourt of Venezuels,
vhich said, ‘We who have killed Trujillo urge atly need your aelp
in order to flee the country. Signed Gegeral Jvan Tomas Diaz.'
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e 'wizpy,' an
Trt:;,illo, and to

Wizt o t«—'-" trb tplr"' 27 L_*Pdl tely to the Axerican

onsul azd o =sk tihz Consul o code the itmlesrum ':’:::d send it

throuzs the Ddroper chnznnals o Zetansourt.

"Reid refuszed to take the ielegrzm on “;L:: tasis that he
had already i himsel? gregtely i- ile plot throuzh
no fault o; : ? states that L2 thou ;t Diaz was tryirg

4

wrie t
Maza tecaze so incensed trhat he
im arcund and even went so0 7ar as to

zad of P.e d's young sca. EReid
then Sond : e Lilre Reld family
if they wis hed ‘mu that ke would not deliver the telegrem to
1 ij.

ia
¥ing niz to oke this ie

(5o H

1

(4]

¢
f

"Bstrell2 vas asked to furwizh what ke lxew concerning
'Wimpy's' alleg=d connection witn the conspirac =
related thati ’%-'i:r'y' is the one who facilitoled t»e odtaining
of the shoizun and the autcmatic rifle for cde la Maza gand
General Diacz. Te was asked 1f "Ji=py' Mmew the purpose for
which these veapons were secured and Estrella replied that 'Wimpy!'
vus awvare of the purpose. Estrella furtkzer related that 'Winpy'
vorks for the F3I, tte State Depa*:::ent, or some other agency

£ the U.S. Cover—ent.

"Estrella was zsked to explain hov be koev 'Wizpy' was
connected with tke Americans end he replied that he pad heard
from the other conspirators that 'Wimpy' was the intermediary
between the Americsn Copsulate end the conspirators. Estrella
stuted that 'Wimpy' was a friend cf Gereral Diasz, Antonio de la
Maza apd Luis Amiz=a Tio, and itat 'Wimpy' pad been th=2 inter-
mediary through tte fimerican Consulate wnen these three discussed
thelr proposed coup with American authorities.

* . . . the scurce manticned that during the interrogation
cf the conspirators whe mentiozed that United States officials

were involved, they were 11 askad to identifly ithe Uzitad States

faid T

ofricials, butl none of the conspirators were able to Idantify
trese officizls by nave end meniicned only that t high

funciiczaries ol the Unlted atates Tepar=ent of
only nace of any Axerican official which was disc
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Reid’s ho
"( . . . the source cosmen
themselvas did not telieva =’
of State was in any way
the disclosures concernizng
simply a method by which Amizma
approvel to the plot. . . . .
at that 4ime +that 1F Lhs Horilh 4 iuiolved in
this plot, the plot would have teen L'uc"x bewh- orzanized and
the coup would have succeeded.)
_ " . . . by the latter rart -2 June 1G81, the invesiization
i o kad pretty well established ihe Ideatities of all ihe inrlividuals
, ¢ v involved in the plot, many of whem had been arrested znd
( " enta interrogated. The oanly cnes rot aczcounied for were Luls Aniama
T Tio and Antonio Imbert Barrerzs. AS previcusly rmmce'l Ganeral
; Juan Tceoas Diaz, Antonio ée la Maza, and Lieuterant !;:ado
e Garcia Guerrero Wwere xilled when resisting arrest. (A% this
B ) point the source related that if Gezeral Diaz, Lieut Carcie,
de 1= Maza, Amiama, and Intert Lud been captured, and =ade to
talk, it is certain that many zany zore prisozers would rave

been taken.)

"As far as the source is aware, tke only individuals who

: vere arrested as a result of the assassinationm of Trujillo, who
b I were brought before the courts were Tavares and Generzl Roman

ae : " As far as the source is avare, nc ot ner 1"d_..w dual ar
z
ccanection with this plot was brouznt Ttefore any T‘c::i

rested in
iican

court., 'Win '
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"Wimpy" Berry, bis wife, and ireir caildren were allowed

- A -

leave the Dominican Republic. Taey went to Florida and subsequently ool

Fashington, Berry was given 52,000

for "expenses" by CIA. After ammesiy was grunted the plotters in
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turne=d o Sazio Zomizgo and resuvwed

ov2rating tibelr eupersmarket. They, especially Mrs. Berry, continued -
g3 3 e » = y

to involve tnemselves in political inirigves. ‘They were staimech . : ;
supporters ¢ the conservative Antsonio I.v:iaer‘-:/‘dessi.n 7 Wessin faction
and were involved In the sctions toat led to the overthrows of the

governzents keaded by Juan Bosch and later by Denald Reid Cabrazl.

¢ o To recap:

a. Assistant Secretary of State Rubcttom told J. C. King
3 : ‘ on 28 Juze 1960 that the U.S. Government was prepared to partici-

pate in the overthrow of tke Trujillo regime to the extent of

B et

providing a small numter of saiper rifles for the removal of : ‘
key Trujillo people from the scene. Cexeral Cabell, as Acting
DCI, oo 1 July 1960 approved deliverinz 12 Springfield rifles to :
the Dminican.dissidents by air drop or by sea. The rifles
were never delivered.

E b. On 10 February 1981 the chief of staticn cabled a
) suggestion that one small-size, nigh-fire-pover weapon be

forwardsd in each pouch. This sugzesiion was not acted upoa.

-5 -
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c. on 17 March 1951, tre chief of, siation cabled & reguest
. of Co'1 1 Gr.neral Dearbon fo"_‘fe ,pouczing of” t‘.nree 38 caliber
- 1th a“d .!es.,o .»placial Plstols for delivery to key members
«of the dissident gx;oﬁp. Haadqua"te*"‘ was I;z'eparing to pouéh
the piotol.; out :.p..arently did not do so. .There is no ind’ication'

in the EMDIED operaticral files that the pistols were ac:ml.ly

pouched. Tne mqueSu for pistols appears to have been overt_ken - ’ “,_‘-'
by a. subsquent request Tor su*uacnine guas. '

d. Oa 26 March 1G61 the =ta*1on cabled a- request for

pemibsion to pass t*u'ee semi-aumatic M-1 ca*bines plus

unition to\: j'ﬂ*e carbines and ammuni tion

vere in the consulate » having teen left by departed naval personnel._

Tbe station requested that headquar‘;ers pouch magazines. Head- o | IR ¢

BRI

quarters approved passing:the carbines and ammunition -and pouched i ' . .'

the magazines. The cable authorizing passing the carbines‘ was

i

released by the DD/P (Bi.»sell) The sta*ion satd i‘ would file

3
L

_off the carbines serial mmbers. 'I'he station cabled ‘that. the

AR

,-v;,.carbj_nes"we‘z"e' passed to "Wimpy" Berry by the station's female

administrétivq assistant on 7 April 1961. Berry, at the reqtest '

of the dissidents, gave tke cardines to S. Thomas Stocker for

* temporary safé_keeping. Berry later recovered tie carbires from

Stocke_r and gave them to Antoaio de Ja Maza, who reportedly kept




14-00000 L

22 o "{‘

U it

trem in the trunk of his automobile. It ic prchbable that at least . o

one of the caroires was taten 4o the scene cf .the assassination

by de 1a Maza, but we have no evidence that iiwwas actually used

in the shcoting. Ortiz, the SIM investigator, told the FBI that
the assassins who were apprehencded and interrczated spoke only

of the ﬁ_rix:g of a sawed-off shotgun, revolvers, and pistols. . ii i

e. While at headquarters for coasultaticas in early April

1081, Chief of

g e

147
}

taticn Robert Cwem cvideontly proveiled upon ‘
headquarters. to pouch four M-3 submachine guns and ammunition

to the station. The sutmachine guns were priched and arrived

"at the station on 19 April 1961. Headquarters cabled the station -

on 17 April that the submachine guns were not to be passed to

the dissidents without additional headquarters approval. = Despite

" repeated pleas fram the Chief of Statior and from the Consul

TN S

General, Washington continued to refuse authorization to pass

them. We think it is safe to conclude that the. submachine guns

were never passed to the dissidents.

A final, and rather sorry, footaote: We do not know the Co

motivations of men-such as o STy

Anlazs Tio, end Antonio Imbert. The SIM interrogations of the plotters

it captured revealed that they were not greatly moiivated by a desire
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to live in & free &nd democratic repudlic.

vengeance or persozal gain. OCeszeral Pooaa, who uas to have taken over.

ond form an interim government, adzitied that ke had had no intez;t:lzjn
of permitiing free elections. He had placsed to establish himself -
as the rew Dopinican. "siromgman” replacing T_rujillo. "Ceneral Juan

Tcoas Diaz was bitter over baving teea pudlicly disgraced by Trujillo

and then cashiered from tke army. Aatonio de la Maza alco had a

" parsopmal zrudze. His bro.ier, Cctevio, had been killed by tee
~ ” > b4

Trujillos to conceal his and theix rarticipation in the slaying
of Gerald Murphy.in the Galindez case. Most Of the others also

had personal reasons for wishing Trujillo dead.






