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'CONTACT REPORT _,f;'{.' - DATE: .30 June 1972

AGENT: IUSTEER/L ’;; © " CASE OFFICER: Petor S. JASUTIS

:-PLACE: Westward llo Restanrant,_.r

g

SW 8 St..and 49th Avo.

1, Contact was: initintcd with IUSTEER/I to discuss Roberto

_do’ Cardcnns.l:Cardcnns was’ prcviously describad. by IUSTEPR/I as

an individual who. once worked for the Agency both in Miami and
the Congo. He 1s a fricnd. of Barker, of the ‘Washington ‘breakin
“scandal. Cardends was' unemploydd until.carly 1972 but now,
Suddcnly, he is travolinp to South America ard "has become -af-
fluent., ITUSTEER/1 ;peculated that Cardemas may be dealing in

arcotics.

2. Al;o note a Now York Times nrticlc of 28 June concerning
the Washington brchT“ alfair, This article states that an
individual appeaiod on the Miaml 3cene about two. months ago and
rcgruitcd the team for the breakin. The recruiter was described
as a “pipe smoker” who used a code name during the recrultments.
Cardenas gsiokes a pipe all the time according to TUSTEER/1.

3. IUSTEER/L is sceptical of the WYT article, is written,

-because in his opinien no Cuban could be tecruited by an unknown

individual 'using .2 code name.’ Considering the clandestine/

_ operational meatality of tho many Cubans in the Miami artea,

récruitments could only be nddc by a known recruitier with ade-
quate bona fides, :

4., Information on Cardenas supplied by IUSTEER/li

.~ a. Cardepas was born about 1815. In 1954 he was a
captain with Cubana Abvrlides. 1In 1954-55 he was arrested ln

Havaria by a Hajor Ochoa for smuggling cocaine. Due to political
pull Cardenas szas not p105:cutcd but was fired from his position.
‘He reti.ed to his farm in Cuba from 19854-1059.

b. From 1959 to 1960 he was in the Castro airforce.
There he met Figrini, also involved in the Washington breakin
scandal., In 1900 in Miami, TUSTEER/1 was visiting in the
Florini home when Cardenas dropped in. Alse present was

;g ‘itq?nl\“ LAVZ, former Chief of the Castro airferce. Cardenns was
eﬂ‘ggf
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_then uorking closely with Barket in Cuban oxile (unity)

activity on behalf of Artime.. At the . time Cardenas met
IUSTEER/1 at ‘the F[grini home, he told. IUSTEER/1 to go to
a house on Brickell Ave. IUSTEER/I dld and there he mot
Artlme for the first time. , ,

C. (At this time a Case Offxuer named "Jimmy" -Was

e I,handling both Barker and Cnrdenas. "Jimmy" spoke excellent
”.‘ Cuban Spanish ) . . _

d. From 1962 965 Cardenss_siorked with the Agency.
i under the cover firm ’ ’Cardonns'_'
. Cage Gftiuer during this. pcrio was ChTis Fr er1ck ). R

‘o, In 1965 the Agancy sant C*rdena# to IUSIFFR/X for

duty in the Congo. In the Congo C ardenas claimed to have a
heart attuck .and was hospitalized. He 'was later proven med-
ically sound and released fron his Cango asd1gnment.

. i During 1967- 1908 Cardenas drove a truck: 1in the.
Miami arca.  Betwecn 1969 ani. IO?u <71 Cavdenas sold mutual:

. funds ia South America (uRAACO and’ otpv,a). ~This ended whea

the funds waﬂt b1nkruo~.

T In_ 971 Cardenas was econon :ically down.. In varly

1672 he started traveling again aud became affluent, TUSTEER/Y
5, :

believes Cardenas is involved in drug






