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" 16 February 1970

' MEMORANDUM FOR'  :  Director of Security N

: Sl‘IBJ’E‘:‘(-:'It : o Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
. Ristoat P ' CIA and the Bay of Figs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

R 5 'Thu ‘manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.

William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping™ it
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too “controversial”, and noted '
ita "conﬁdenual" natlu'o u well as its potcntiul for libel suits,

©7 2. Inthe foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
r to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
x account" of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
' mn?of- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that somsone would have written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.’
":.Ha.m!’lton states that he has used no official files or documents and has :
54 inud no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
anuscript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
“identified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with
‘the._possible exception of[Jim Noel] The author's claim that this book
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,

seriously open to question.

i¢.: 3, The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of

i, The villains of the piece are certain liberal figuares in the Kennedy
hinistration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent,
‘2h %?rcsident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
is undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took
the opportunity of the Bay of Pigo incident to attack and denigrate CIA.

s
o

2 4, MessTs, iueu ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-
;workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
treatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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Pigs ‘and its aftermath, umwmuu-mhg»mmmr
inmnubydmlmmlmcﬁpthlmnlm”m
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6. Mdhnvnhh.ehtpur-by-chlpur ductlptloueltho -
nmoerl;t particularly as it affects CIA security. This analysis states =% .
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: l. ,..m cha’ur opens tn 1956 hAmhumr Gu'dnr'o a&u thnnl.\, |

: vhnc courtesy call was being’ paid onlhoAnbultdor by the CIA Ceantral - % ¢
" American and Caribbean Chisfs of Station who are holding thelr annunal nglud.. %
o __q%m ‘Ris md&umdmﬂumior selscting the pheodmnan‘xm
T Szhwas the “sbsence ol Commaunist cmbauiu" {p. 6). “The presence of Cal. 1.*5. Pt

Ty -

mmmam,,ummoad. . Col, King remarks that Castro was;~ = -
heavily invelved” in'the Bogotaso, setting the stage for Hamilton's subse- 0T
T qaent comment. [Actually Castro playsd a junior role'in the’ .Bogotazo, and
-1t wab after the Bay of Pigs’ ‘that. Mz, Daulles ullpad Hamilton the tidk.of
m cumq‘gmuu ‘Bogotase. ] (p. 7). Hamilton states that in
subseguent “while funds were: hhg oollocuih MM@
‘10: CTastro's, 2608 of duly)‘w.mn. there wers no orders from ‘CIA Heads <3
| quarters o pmtnbw-cum groups abread (p."10), * ‘He then states that
=7 Asin March 1960 he was “having canu with the newly-elected pru!lcnt of the "
. ;ﬁim' to vhlcl!w assigned.” (p.10) [This could reveal the suthor's . s
- ' nt Mm ol Unguﬁm bocm Pruldont dn

. . e
“t A :;.-_' - A*'.X e s .7. : T
& . . . ! 2 . r

s Témd oat, m'- bass m to be in-Costa Rica, 'yuv!éod t:-Pru!dm
Popo Figueres could obtain Costa Rican agreement (p.11).- [ This’ 1ink could
qnlb ﬂnhrmsh; in vlcw d i‘lgutu' nmt rc-doctlon as Ptnldeat i

; x 3.'-'M Na point tho mmurlpc lntrodncn m Project Ch!of a8 3:!;:

presumably Mr.’ “Esterline], who is referred to as Jaks throughout{p. 12). . -

= We also meet Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitudes™ . '
“armong CIA officers. Droller's operational name of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13).

.and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript, [This

4s not the first tims Droller has been identified as Bender; his name was ":

_Blown by Arthur Schlesinger in his book A ‘Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's
cmr telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed hlm to '

-answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14)." .
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mentation for his gperational alies of Kdward J. Hamilton which be kept for = © -
 diration of the Project (p. 23). Upon returning from Havana, Hamilton .
and recommendations. ‘The first recommendation was' that .+

d.a report

stzo be assassinated before or coincident with the invasion. Mamilton com- .
sidered this his principal recommendstion, but Barnss would only tell him
.;Wymnmhmhuhda“apoddm" um»kﬂnﬂu.

~" ¥ 1 . i et 31' 4 . . - : .
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%Jocttor the Vice President. ‘Hamilton states that mhmulvhodhlnthlt -
Mixon “as Chairman [sic] of the National Security Council, was the yoal - .. .
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' 7 “of the Frents; to the Gustemala training bases. Thelr breakiast converss-v +7; 7.
. - ticns-with President Ydigoras are described. .This breakfast .momm -
.7 achance'to unoethckuth CIA wale in the overthrow of Guatemalan . -~
% - President Arbenx." "He recalls the three exiled leaders of Guatsmala, Ms §
. . own suppest for Dr.. Cordova to head the nsw goverament, M&m’sm -
2ivef Col. Ydigovas ss “vagusly suthoritarian.*” At a crucial moment,. ‘Boweves, < - .-
Dr. -Cordova had to undergo cancer surgery and therefors. .could not e ulochds
«&omwuwom Nu!ﬂigomm?ndmwmm- 2y
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S 3. umwmcm. mmnmuknumm
-"tbonbynAmﬂmAmth. Celonel whose name wes “Frask.” Ima <
" footnote, ‘Hanillton adds that this officer had been detailed to CIA forthe . -

‘Project, and that "Credible allegations of his actions during the invasion

*-.wynwctﬁuhwhmmmmnyw(p. 124). :
:Hostile conversations between Hamilton and "¥rank"™, u“numh!thl
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and Barnes and Hamiiton draft a message to Stevenson. When Stevenson
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.’Rostow, -and Stevenson. “[Othar authoritative accounts have included o-ly .
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