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SUBJECT: cencra— Adninistrative -
o et enet®
srccm,ca—- Arthur G. VAIVADA

“" 1.  Attached herewith is a memorendum prepared by the Subject, dated
29 Octoter 1557, calling the attention of Headquarters to the fzct that
his assignment in Habana terminates in June 1958 and setting out his wishes
as to reassignment thereafter,

2, While Vaivada did not include it in his memcrandum, in rocent
conversations with the case officer he has exmessed considerable interest , ;
in the possibility of being assigned under unofficial cover to Spain, :
saying that both he and his wife would welcoms such an assignment., The '
Subject has also said in those conversations that he would not take it
amiss if an opportunity for reassignment outside of the Central America-
Caribbean area were to become open to him at any time orior to June 1958,

3. In tre opinion of the Station, Vaivada has done a very good Job,
here, having been confronted with and overcome a number of difficult i
problems and situations during his tour of over three years in Habana.
The Station is happy to reccrmend that his recuest for reassignment be

given every consideration.
( §Janes R. Pali.nger;
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“"Diff Files” for NARA 2025 Documents Release
JFK Assassination Records

This file highlights differences Notes:

between the 2025 release, and previous releases. Black text on a b_lue background ir}idcates c9ntent
that was previously redacted using black ink.

Generated using diff-pdf and OpenCV.
Thanks to the Mary Ferrell Foundation and
The Black Vault for their archiving work.

maryferrell.org _ Red: Newly revealed in 2025. I did my best to be accurate in revealing what is new,
theblackvault.com Blue: Present in earlier releases, but not in 2025. but please confirm with the original sources
github.com/vslavik/diff-pdf Unchanged between versions. where accuracy is essential.
dpenioge’s , Created by: x.com/hlywdufo
JFKdiffs:com

For Original Documents visit:
archives.gov/research/jfk/release-2025
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Havana, Cuba
29 October 1957

' SUBJECT: Reassignment - Arthur 0. Vaivada -

Lo ¢ Headquarters Desk
THROUGH: Chief of Station, Havana, Cuba

l. While at Headquarters in the early part of ¥ay 1957, it was verbally
agreed that I return to Cuta for about one year, security permitting,

2. While ry oserational work in Cuba from August 195k until February
1957 was concentrated on cormunist targets in the Cniversity of Habana, it
should te pointed out that ny dities during that period also involved many
contacts with sutversive oprositionist elements. %hen goverrmental persecution
increcased during February 1957, two of my key agents were lost, one of them
by goverrmental assazssination, so that I wzs obliged to leave Cuba temporarily
pending clarification of tie security factors inwlved, During my three
months”atsence in PEPRIME the local situation deteriorated; and after ny
return my position was less favorable than it had been as a newcomer simce I
had lcst assets tut nad retained the cumilative security hazards of three years
of cultivation and recruitrent efforts. The University was, and still is,
closed. Our commmist penetration efforts are continuously harrassed by
official persecuticn of the target group, - . '

3. Since by June 1958 I shall have spent four years in Cuba, I believe
it appropriate to subuit this letter at this time recquesting that Headquarters
begin to study the pcssibilities for reassignment about June 1958, or prior
to that date if fecessary. As to future assignments s> I have nc reservations
or specisl recuests, I am willing and Xrepared to travel to any area
consistent with my cualifications, Generally speaking, and for otvious
security reasons, I am interested in getting out of the Central Arerica-
Caribtean area if nossible. It may be recslled that I was denied an Argent ine
visa in 1953, for purely technical reasons, This situation may be changed,
and I vould not be opposed to a tour in Argentina, Chile, or any of the South
Arerican republics. 1In this matter, the nature of the new moject or
assignzent would take precedence witk me over personal preferences as to
particular area of assignment, _ . .-
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Reassignment - Arthar G, Vaivada
29 October 1957, Page 2

L. Regarding my cover status: I entered Cuba in 1954 under student
cover (Pan Americsn Foundation Scholarship), and as it became increasingly
more difficult to maintain owing to student disturbences, I comdleted a
course in the writing of free-lance fiction and am thrice published, This
writing has been used as a realistic, stqgap cover, even after I was
provided with a notional business cover (Public Surveys Institute) cy Read-
quarters. I understand that journalism is considered a weak 2nd time-worn
cover; yet if it is worled at, and financielly managed through a PESRIME
checking account, it mot only satisfies local SS probes bat it does not have °
the inherent disadvantages inwlved in setting up a full-fledged tusiness
cover, I set this out as a possible suggestion to Headcuarters, but have
no insistence as to Journalistic over business cover. Tae notional
tusiness cover provided me has proved satisfactory in a limited sense thus
far, ¢nd even utilized as cover for action occasionally, tut I would be
uncertein about introducing it in a less "Americanizedn countiry than Cuba,
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