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MEMORANDUM POR THE RECORD

SUBJECY: I. Irving Davidson
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1. At 1000 houre on 31 July 1974, in compliance with instructions
from Mr. Balpernm, I met with Niol Atnsley, Chief, Covert Procurement/OL,
relative to thz Davidseon matter. Ainsley read the Washington FO memo
regarding ths subject and then called Billy Morgan and asked him to

- join ws. Morgan as Chief, Operations Support Branch, Supply Division/OL,
has the direct responaibiliry of funding for, rereiving, and storing
items of the type that Davidson 18 seceking to peddle. After Morgan
vead the Uashington memo, a long discussion ensued from which the
following points emerged:

a. Per instructions from Mr. Colby, the CIA is
currently engaged in a dialogue wvith the DoD to
deteraine the mutual responsibilities of the CIA and
the DoD in future paramilitary operations. One of the
most important aspects of this matter 1s logistical
support. Although this has not yet been settled, the

, eassumption is that the CIA will coatinue to bear ths
msjor responsibility for procuring Soviet, 3loc, and
PRC arns and ammo to support paramilitary ops. This
hss pever been a mission of the three military services
and they have no capsbility for this type of acquisitioca.
(The principal CIA rep in these discussions with tha
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-.~ . - DoD 418 James Clgrum, Deputy Chief, S0G.)

. The CIA inventory of 7.62 Soviet am=mo has
been seriocusly depleted in the past year and, for
several wonths, Ainsley hags been seeking to procure
up to 4 mfllion rounds through di{fferent sources
without success. Each attempt to secure smmo involves
soae security risk.

E 2 IMPDET CL BY 010630

SEGEET

:5:’1. et

>




“"Diff Files” for NARA 2025 Documents Release
JFK Assassination Records

This file highlights differences Notes:

between the 2025 release, and previous releases. Black text on a b_lue background ir}idcates c9ntent
that was previously redacted using black ink.

Generated using diff-pdf and OpenCV.
Thanks to the Mary Ferrell Foundation and
The Black Vault for their archiving work.

maryferrell.org _ Red: Newly revealed in 2025. I did my best to be accurate in revealing what is new,
theblackvault.com Blue: Present in earlier releases, but not in 2025. but please confirm with the original sources
github.com/vslavik/diff-pdf Unchanged between versions. where accuracy is essential.
dpenioge’s , Created by: x.com/hlywdufo
JFKdiffs:com

For Original Documents visit:
archives.gov/research/jfk/release-2025



T : Lokl o

¥5-1247-74

SUBJECT: I. Irving Davidson ’o-

¢. In view of this fact, Morgan offered the opinion 'ﬂ
that froa a logistical poiant of view it would be advantageous
.to purchase the ecatire 25 million rounds from Davidson (at
a8 cost he estimated to be in the range of $3,125,000.00).
This would provide the Agency with a five-year supply and
elininate the nacessity for Alusley running the security
gauntlet every fev moaths to replenish the fnventory.

d. Hevertheless, because of Davidson's unsavory
reputation and hio close comnection with columnist Jack
Anderson, it was generally agreed that hiu utiligstion
would be risky in the extrems.

2. Afnsley encvasted that we yrun the probles b his bozg, P
Michual Ealanick, Chief, Office of logistics. Accordingly we net with
Helsnick and his Deputy, James leDonald, Afterathomush rehash of the
matter, it was agreed that:

a. Yorgaa will confer with SOC and determine
the feagibility of. taking ths entire 25 nillioa rounds.

b. Alnsley and Morgan will check with their
logitivate ares dealers and see if any of thsm have
ever hoard of Davideon. I1f so, one of them will
approach hin and ask (innocently) £if he knows of
any 7.62 amno availabla.

€. There is also & possibility that one of
Ainsley's regular coatacts might have soms idea as
to vho Davidson's source i{s. In that case ths source
will be spproached directly and Davidson will be cut
out of ths pattera.

d. DCD will instruct the Uashington Field 0ffice
to tell Davidson that there is no CIA interest in this
scquisition end bow out of this affair.

WILLIAM D. MATHER
Chisf, Fomsat Section
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