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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 21 November 1978

SUBJECT: House Assassination Committee Inquiry

1. On 17 November 1978, Mike Smith, GC, and I attended an
interview conducted by staff members of the House Select Committee
on Assassinations in regard to the allegations of Mr, David F. . °
Christensen concerning the involvement of certain individuals in
the assassination of President Kennedy.

2. The interview was conducted by Messrs Kenneth Kleln and
Gary Cornwell and was held in secure spaces provided by Mr., George
Murphy, Director of the Senate National Security Office. Both
individuals are authorized SI access.

3. The interview was conducted under terms of a Memorandum
of Understanding executed between the Commlttee and OSD on 15 November,
1978 (copy attached).

4. For purposes of the interview, DoD made available Sgt.
Nicholas B. Stevenson, USAF, who.had been stationed with Mr.
Christensen at USA-55, Kirknewton, Scotland, in 1963. Sgt. Stewvenson
was accompanied by LTC Jeffrey Graham, USAF, Air Force Legislative
Liaison. '

5. The Committee staffers were interested primarily in Sgt.
Stevenson's recollections in regard to events described by Mr.
Christensen in a letter to Stevenson written in May 1978.

6. Sgt. Stevenson briefly described the USA-55 site HF ILC
mission and confirmed that the Lisbon-Tangier 1ink mentioned in
Mr. Christensen's letter could have been intercepted by the site
but, to his knowledge, had not been an assigned target. Regarding
the specific allegations made by Mr. Christensen that he had per-
sonally intercepted communications relating to- the President's
assassination, Sgt. Stevenson emphatically stated that he had no
knowledge of such an event, though in all likelihood, if it had
occurred, it would have been widely known within the station and
the probable subject of a CRITIC. »

7. Mike's and my ‘role in the interview was concentrated la*cely
on interpreting SIGINT jargon and emphasing the fact that the sites'
mission was and remains properly classified CONFIDENTIAL-HANDLE VIA
COMINT CHANNELS. _ :

8. The staffers made no notes and agreed .to let us review thair
report, for purposes of classification, on or after 20 November 1978.
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. 9. The staffe remain particularly inter€sted in determining
the name of the individual who Mr. Christensen believes relates to.
the assassination. They will explore means of determining this
information to include the possibility of having Sgt. Stevenson
‘call Christensen and ask him for the identity (Stevenson indicated
his extreme unwillingness to do this. LTC Graham stated that this
request would have to be examined at policy level within DoD).

10. If the Committee is able to determine a specific name
~the staffers indicated that they would orobably initiate a soeb'f'c
inquiry to NSA to again search our materials. -
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ' ; .

v |
------------------- . 1

1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall govern the protection of
Pl classified information of the Department of Defense relating to tﬁe-

investtgatlon of the House Select Committee on Assass;natlons (Comnltte=)

into the allegations of David F. Christensen of lnvolvenent‘il.;h_. C%SEE;
lvGQ‘ﬁfT(aaltfi
&sscaanan;_a-Suha-

in the assassination of President John F..Kennedy.
For such purpose, the Department of Defense will make Sergeant Nicholas

,¢fmuumm_-8 Stevenson, - USAF, ava|lable for-an 1nterV|ew by a desugnated member of

f““the éommlttéé“Staff at a.tsme-of ﬁutual convenience but not later than
. November 22, 1978.
| 2. The inferview will be conducted in secure spaces which are
autﬁorized‘for the discussion'of‘classified signals intelligence infér;
mation.
| 3. The interview Wil be 1imbedd b scope to the gubstantive con-
"‘teﬁt of the allegations of Mr. Christensen. lnformationlwﬁichrdeals
; with intelligence sources and methods will not be used in re;ponding to
R questioﬁsthex;ept as such fnformatidn may directly relate to the sub-
= 'sténcé of tﬁe allégatfoné. |
/ ; o, The Commnttee agrees for itself and on beha]f of the person
. desngnated by the Commlttee to conduct thevunterV|ew not to dlséfos='

'any classnf:ed lnformatlon which is revealed in the course of the |nt°r-

view wnthout the prior wrltten concurrence of the anartnant of Defen>,.

A representative of the Department of Defense w;ll'attend the interview

and advise the Committee representative as to information that is clas-

sified.
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5. The Committee's designee who conducts the :ntervnew may make a
record of the interview and written notes of the responses of SGT Stevenson
to the Committee's questions. The Committee agrees chat any'guch notes
may be inspected by the representatlve of the Department of DefensD prior

- to removal from the interview room, and any classified nnformatuon which
is containzad in the notes shall be deleted prior to their removal. 1§
.any classified information is contained in the notes, the original
version shall be mainteined in the 0ffice of The Speciai Aseistant to. .

;the Secretary of De.ense, and the Committee may have access to those
notes as needed. Any record or transcrnpt of the |ntervrew will be left
in the poss°sszon of the Department of D°fense for a review to-deterain
its classification. |If the transcrup; or record contains C]ass:f|°d
informatfon- it will remain in the possession of the Department of
Defeuse, and the Committee may have access to it as needed.

6. HNothing in thevCommitteer undertaking affects,the Committez's
right to invoke in the future‘any subpozna powsr available to it to
secure and disclose the |nformatxon related to Mr. Christensen's alleza-
tions, provnded howover, that the Committee will not dusclose the
lsnfornatlon until any related lnt;gatuow has been concluded by Judrc.al

action that permits disclosure.

W g;gf /J%&%
.. KESTER ROBERT BLAKEY
pecial Assxstant to the ‘ Chlef Counsel and Director

ecrgtary and Deputy Secretary the House Select Committesz on
efense - Assassinations
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