157-10002-10105| | 2025 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 |

Date:09/30/93
Page:1

~

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM

e - - 0 - - - . S G S M ED T e e e W e e e e A e

AGENCY INFORMATION

AGENCY : SSCIA
RECORD NUMBER : 157-10002-10105

RECORDS SERIES :
TRANSCRIPT

AGENCY FILE NUMBER :

- - - - - - . " - T . . . - 05 S S G e e G AR S S e e S e e e m an e

ORIGINATOR : SSCIA
FROM :
T0 :

TITLE :
TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM HARVEY

DATE : 06/25/75
PAGES : 62

SUBJECTS :
ZRRIFLE
CASTRO
ROSELLI, JOHNNY
OPERATION MONGOOSE
BISSELL, RICHARD
ASSASSINATION
KENNEDY, JOHN F.
THE PRESIDENT
QJIWIN
MAFIA -
SILVER, ARNOLD

DOCUMENT TYPE : PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
- CLASSIFICATION : T -
. RESTRICTIONS : REFERRED
- CURRENT STATUS : P
. DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 09/30/93

OPENING CRITERIA : . ' s

COMMENTS : | . :
Box 245 i B
Folder 13

s [R] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED

LY A

HW 50955 DocId:32281945 Page 1



“Diff Files” for NARA 2025 Documents Release
JFK Assassination Records

This file highlights differences Notes:

between the 2025 release, and previous releases. Black text on a bllue background iqidcates c(.mtent
that was previously redacted using black ink.

Generated using diff-pdf and OpenCV.
Thanks to the Mary Ferrell Foundation and
The Black Vault for their archiving work.

maryferrell.org ‘ Red: Newly revealed in 2025. | did my best to be accurate in revealing what is new,
theblackvault.com Blue: Present in earlier releases, but not in 2025. but please confirm with the original sources
github.com/vslavik/diff-pdf Unchanged between versions. where accuracy is essential.
openceprg _ Created by: x.com/hlywdufo
JFKdiffs:com

For Original Documents visit:
archives.gov/research/jfk/release-2025



Prione (Area 202) 544-6000

WARD & PAUL

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

HW 50955

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24 [

25

DPocId: 3%

TOP SECRET -

counterespionage for a brief period against the Japanase and
the Italians and the Russians in '41. Then during most of the
War, agéinst the Germans, and then beginning in early '45 until
the middle of '47 against the Soviet service again.

Mr. Schwarz. And then in 1947, did you join the CIA as
head of the Soviet Intelligence Branch?

Mr. Harvey. That is correct.

Mr. Schgarz. Is that also counterespionage?

Mr. Harvey. Yes, ig was.

 Mr. Schwarz. And then between 1947 and 1952, you worked

on Soviet counterespionage and certain special operations in
the Department for Plans, is that right?

Mr. Harvey. Well, that is correct. It was a particular

T

command and staff responsibility on communicationsisintel:)

and for - . a: period of, I would think probably eight to ten

months, I headed a planning staff, along with that.

AT hE Y B ,s__c’h‘?f'.t—' SEESE
Mr. Schwarz. 1In 1952, did you go to gBenlfi'nt#als 5

,@t:astgizg? for the CIA?

Mr. Harvey. I did.

Mr. Schwarz. And were you there until 1959?

Mr. Harvey. Until the end of 1959.

Mr. Schwarz. I understand, Mr. Harvey, that you had some

rather substantial accomplishments there, such as [the"

Could you just very succinctly describe the {Bérlin. Tunnel

281945 Page 2 ) TOP SECRET
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operation and then move on?

the, if not the most, knowledgeabls senior officer in the

CEi o

was to attempt to

mount this operation.

In substance, what it amounted to was setting up a fairly

Docld:32

Senator Tower. Were not what?

Mr. Harvey. Were no
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é 1 Mr. Schwarz. I have been told, Mr. Harvey -- is this not
g 2 llcorrect =-- that you not only conq;ived thas program butihss
E . %
4 Mr. Harvey. I did.
5 Mr. Schwarz. In 1959, did you become Chief of the Foreign
6 llIntelligence Staff pivision D?
7 Mr. Harvey. That is correct.
8 Mr. Schwarz. Now is Division D a division of the CIA which
9 |lis responsible for EBTTuRMCRE
10 Mr. Harvey. That is also correct.
11 Mr. Schwarz. But part --
J : . _
% 12 Mr. Harvey. But I would like to clarify it, if I may,
g 13 [Mr. Schwarz. It was the division of the clandestine services,
14 |which was the focal point and was responsible for primarily two

22 Intelligenéé;

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

23 Mr. Schwarz. Did Staff D include within its responsibili-
B e, S P P 2 S

25 Mr. Harvey. VYes, in two ways: complete control and

HW 50955 DocIld:32281945 Page 4 Top SECRET
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coordination of any such efforts,. approval' and assessment of the
security risk, and also in the direct procurement through
operational means abroad, but not.-iin this country.

Mr. Schwarz. And by operational, you mean En€EHIG

| bu TR SR

%

Mr. Harvey.

Mr. Schwarz.
for you in Staff D?

Mr. Harvey. Yes, he did.

Mr. Schwarz. At some point, did E £ 0)
you a conversation concerning Patrice

Mr. Harvey. Yes.

Mr. Schwarz.

Deputy Director fdr Plans, to undertake an operation in the
Congo, one of the objectives of which was the elimination of
Patrice Lumumba. He also told me that he ha& declined to
undertake this assignment.

Mr. Schwarz. Did Mr Bissell subsequently have a conversa-

tion with you in which he also recounted the fact that he had

g TOr NP
T EAON

i L )

requested; Donn: ;i'to undertake such an operation?

DocId:32
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of assassination is obviously a two-pronged subject, ours and
theirs. We spent countless hours over the yaar; trying to
determine the parameters of how far the Soviet service was
willing to go. This was partly a question of assessment, .
this was partly a question, to put it just as bluntly,
of self-protection.

I will try to summarize what I think are fair conclusions.

In the field of political assassination, although I cannot

document this by evidence, I have no question but what the
Soviet service has, does, and will continue to use the tool o
assassination to accomplish polditical gains inside and outside
of the USSR. In the intelligence field, I think you have to
make -.a. distinction, the distinction roughly -- and I'm over-
simplifying this slightly -- but a distinction into perhaps
three classes.

One, their own ethnics or nationals. Sacondly, indigénous
agents Of-third countries.And thirdly, the recognized official

staff officers of other intelligence services.

During the seven years that I spentggff ol , which was
the longest continuous period that I was exposed in depth to
Sog}ét Executive Action, we lost a great many Russians, a great
méhy Germans, a certain number of Czechs,_Poles and otﬁer
nationalities.

" Mr;.-Schwarz. When you say you lost Russians, you mean

Russians who were working with the United States?

281945 Pat_?;e 6-‘.",'3"' To p SECRET
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1 Mr. Schwarz. Anyway, it exists, as a combination.

2 Mr. Harvey. In other words, if you want to put it in just

Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

9 |ithese blunt terms, it would have been a lot easier for the KGB

7 Mr. Schwarz. In describing the Soviets, you distinguish
8 |between political assassination, direct agents of the United

9 lSstates, and finally the emigres and foreign nationals.

10 Mr. Harvey. Ana“also -~ well, not foreign nationals, but
11 || emigres and Soviet nationals.

12 Mr. Schwarz. That's what I meant. Soviet nationals.

13 Mr. Harvey. The most merciless, thes field where they are

WARD & PAUL

14 the'most merciless are their own defected agents, of course.

15 Mr. Schwarz. Now, to your knowledge, has the United States
16 || ever assassinated a defected agent or a third country?

17 Mr. Harvey. You mean an American agent who has defected

18 ||or doubled?

19 Mr. Schwarz. Yes.
20 Mr. Harvey. To my personal knowledge, no.
21 Mr. Schwarz. What about persons who are third country

22 || enemies of the United States?

23 Mr. Harvey. No.

24 Mr. Schwarz. You don't know any instance of the United

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

o5 || States assassinating any person who is in the non-political
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Eyes Only basis, and the first part of this was the necessary
documentation for tha authority which was later signed off on
by Dick Helms as Députy Director.

Beginning on my page 4, your middle of page 3.--

Mr. Schwarz. Well, just a moment. Page 1 is a cover story,
not the real story, the objectives--

Mr. Harvey. It is both.

Mr. Schwarz. But it does not recite as an objective, & . 5.
assassination or:assassination-capability.

Mr. Harvey. No, it does not.

¥obtaining. of.code f

Mr. Schwarz. Instead, it cites gﬁm

A CYpHeT e Caranisr.

g}
RN SN )

Mr. Harvey. ‘Which, I would like to point out, was a
perfectly legitimate objective and was not in a sense, a cover
story except that if this project had gone so far as to the
actual recruitment of any agent for assassination or tha target-
ting of any target or the mounting of any operation, it would
have 5een under this as a cover. But, those assets that were
spotted by QJWINN, for instance, under ZRRIFLE were also

honastly considered for possible clandestine procurement#St -

RE TR RE R R R e I Par o S TRy 1] L k-'_ >y ;}:.
‘Communications INEEITiqence: Gutsaaepene :u.s.

So it's -- maybe I'm not making this clear, it's a cover
in a sense, but it's not a phony cover, in other words.

Mr. Schwarz. Dual purpose.

Mr. Harvey. It was a dual purpose.

DocId: 32
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Mr. Schwarz. You mentioned QJWINN. Was OJWIN [ an agent
who you did hold in reserve for possible use in connection . -

with the Executive Action program?

Mr. Harvey. No, QJWIN i is ah*ééent that I considered for

HESTT

possible use and used for a limited period through Kﬁ'qgﬁa’ﬁﬁ'ﬁJi

for the spotting of individuals with criminal and underworld

L= — i J——— ]

connactions in Europe for possible multi-purpose use, none of
[t Mo ———

whom were ever advised of the use, none of whom, as far as I

personally know, were. ever used.

Mr. Schwarz. But the multi-purpose use included as one
purposa the possible use in assassination?

Mr. Harvey. OnlyC}he sense that had we ever been saddled
with a flat, if you will, command pe:formance on assassination.
I might have considered the people spotted by WIN'. as possibil-
ities., |

But, you see, before anybody that is ever spotted is
approached for any operation and particularly -- and please, I
don't mean to sound pedantic on this, -I-<don‘t—mean-to-- is
2 haild Br
actually approached, there #s-a long period of assessment,
crosschecks, so on and so forth. This particular spotting
mechanism never actually went that far, as far as I know.

I only know of one use made'by QIJWIN until we terminéted
him some months later, I don't remember the exact date. It was

before I went to Rome. I know it was in connection with an

operation in the Congo that was not an assassination operatio

top secrer Vadlow
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and had, as far as I know, personally, at least, nothing to do
with assassination. |

I have checked pages 1 and 2 and 3 and my page 4.

Mr. Schwarz. Are pages 4 through 7, in your judgment;

pages that were written bygUEAR-ATNO LR

Mr. Harvey. As a guess, I'd say they appear to be in the
same wfiting as these first three pages.

Mr. Schwarz. Are pages 8 and 9’pages that are written by
you?

Mr. Harvey. Well, just a moment, let me get to those.

I would also like to point out that from page 4 that --
that is page 4, as long as it continues in the same handwriting

was . not a part of this so-called Project Outline, these I

would guess were probably

g

based, at least to an extent, on discussions he had with me,

5&&ﬁb§@f$i}v§;'s notes and probably
and certain sort of problems and questions and principles that
I tossed out to be.considered and cares to be exercised.

Mr. Schwarzl Then pages 8 and 9 are in your handwriting,
is that right?fi

Mr. Harvey. Pages 8 and 9 are in my handwriting.

Mr. Schwarz.. And at the bottom of page 8, does that

indicate that you had a conversation with & Werf on January

26th?

Mr

Harvey. Yes, it does.

Mr. Schwarz. And is it" your judgment that that is January

DocId: 32
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26, 1961 and is about the subject of Executive Action?

er. Harvey. Yés, it is.

Mr. Schwarz. And it followed your conversation with Mr.
Bissell that you have recounted?

Mr. Harvey. I think probably that might be -- well, when
Ixfirst looked at this, I thought this, well, this has got to
be-'62, but I am almost certain now that it is not. If this

is true, thls mlght place the first discussion that I had w1th

43 early Januar

e

Dick Bissell

_@nd thlS is dlfflcult to pinpoint

o |

because there were several such discussions in varying degrees
of detail during thé period in the spring, and very early in
'61 to the fall of '61 period, but I did find out fairly early
on that éﬁﬁﬂﬁ@‘had == or that Bissell had discussed the question
Sivar, and this discussion at

— sy

the very least, had to take place after I know Bissell already

L r— : B I % . ~
had discussed the matter with/Silvar® X

of assassination with FAEnGNAL

Now, these two pieces of paper;'wéll, I say two pieces of
paper, what they are from -- they are in my handwriting. 1It's
from a yellow pad, probably the duplicate of this that I used
to keep on my desk and just make rough notes of conversations
that I had, telephone and otherwise, with various people.

Once a week I would ,go through them and either destroy them|
classified ' trash, . dictate from them, or occasionally save
them. There is no felationship between the material that

appears after the line two-thirds of the way down the page, just

TOP SECRET
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before the-"'zs/yggg,f , and the material which appears above
it which is tabbed SID G, tab 21.

Mr. Schwarz. That would be Sid Gottlieb?

Mr. Harvey. Sid Gottlieb.

Mr. Schwarz. Doesn't the conversation with Sid Gottlieb

the word bankruptcy ahd you felt assassipation was --

Mr. Harvey. There was a general philosophic discussion of
assassination and assassinatioh techniques. There was also a
discussion on a number of other things that were of particular
and specific interest to the communications -intelligence field
and the clandestine service's responsibilities aspects, if you
will, and as best I can recall this conversation, this was a
sort of an exchange of ideas and briefing session, probably
held at the request of Sid Gottlieb in my office shortly after
he either took over a new job in TSD or téok over as actual
Chief of TSD, which was the Technical Services Division of the
clandestine services. hd

Mr. Schwarz. Now tﬁé réference in the middle of that
conversation with Mr. Gottlieb to "Last resort beyond last
resort and a éonfession of weakneéé." That's referring to
assassination?

Mr. Harvey. That's obviously referring to assassination.
That's probably what I told Sid Gottlieb my opinion .on the

use and propriety of assassination as 4 technique was.

| TOP SECRET
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§ 1 ||of operational philosophy which I expressed to Gottlieb, that
g 2 |the question then came in pure theorv as to -- as in such cases
E 5 ||as, now assumptions , the example of 3 wrong, I am not really
4 ||sure. But the closest that I can come is that the assumptions --
5 ||it might be desirable in a purely theoretical discussion and in
usﬂlmy opinion we were wrong. Whether I said that to Gottlieb in
i 7 |[the words that are here, I just don't know.
g 8 Mr. Schwarz. Who were the two besides Mr. Trujillo that
z 9 |make up the examples of 3?
é 10 Mr. Harvey. I presume -- I have no idea, but I presume
| 11 [that the logical candidates at .that point would have been
§ 12 ||[Lumumba and Castro. ﬁy; logical candidates, I mean not that
é 13 |Wwe were considering them in this discussion as logical targets
! i 14 for assassination, but that these -were sort of the three
. | 15 people that would come to mind ;if you are going to go into this,
|
i 1¢ || these are three to be considered.
i tape 2b 17 But you will notice, if I may;.Mr. Schwarz, "Framework of
i 18 is the name of th; staff
E g 19 |Officer who worked for me in Division D at that time.
! é 20 This "translating machine" was an experimental device,
§ j
E g 21 || done under =- hoped for development fByfGE/that I was most
, 8 . .
j ; 05 interested in, because of thé‘éérioﬁs‘translation problem that
| 3
P 23
§ 24 Sowyﬁu see this was not a discussion strictly within the
’ 25 framework 6f either assassination‘as a specific, or assass%nation
mir 50955 DocIa:32281§%5 ‘Page 13 TOP SECRET
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as a general problem.
Mr. Schwarz. Now, the material commencing on handwritten
page 4 and commencing in the middle of page 3 of the S2nator's
notes, reflects in your judgment the conversation that you had

jjand it is his notes about that conversation, is

that right?

Mr. Harvey. That is my best guess.

It may also, however, include his own thdinking and: so forth;
I doubt if it includes -- it certainly would not include any
specific discussions, I don't think,.with other officers,

because @2rnolagsitlviery was under specific instructions not to

discuss this as such with anybodv else, at least without clearing
it with me first.
Mr. Schwarz. And he starts, for example, byitalking' about

"Legal, ethical, morale, operational problems” and so forth,

and that reflects the conversation you had with §lIGARoHERzER?

Mr. Harvey. Yes, it doesf

Mr. Schwa:z. Down toward the end of entry 3b -- and 3 has
the heading "Maximum security" -~ do you see that on page

4?

Mr. Harvey. Yes, I see it.

Mr. Schwarz. There is a sentence which reads as follows --
two sentences, which I should read into the record, three
sentences.

"Within Kubark" -- now, is that the CIA?

DocId: 32
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crossed in this document.
Mr. Schwarz. One way or the other?
Mr. Harvey. That's right. One way or the other.
Mr. Schwarz. Your note has a report to the DCI, the
January 26th reference, which reads in the first lineéﬁg-
Mr. Schwarz. Then it appears to say f-a-n-f-o-r-n DCI

matter. What does that mean?

Mr. Harvey. I am not sure. The closest I“qould come to
that is a fairly illogical Fanfani, and Fanfani was never
even dreamed of, as far as I know, in any such context.

Fanforn -- Burton Wides raised that with me, and I just had to
throw up my hands. I just don't know.

‘Mr. Schwarz. And you don't know what the reference to DCI
in the notes means?

Mr. Harvey. No, I am sorry, I do not, at this point, Mr.
Schwarz.

Mr. Schwarz. Okay.

Mr. Harvey. Are you asiing "me to try to interpret the
portion of this that is in my handwriting, or are you satisifiéd
at this point?

Mr. Schwarz. Well, the other items, it seems to me, are
either not “important or are understandable. Maybe some of the

members have questions.
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