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= PERSOMS/ENTITIES: . . DATES: CATEGORIES:
HMcCone N

Coloy Hillsman

HKennedy, John F. Tung N -
YcNamarra Diem ~ 11 Sept 63 E‘ : ?f@@“'ﬁm r*;‘ ‘ ;f
Lodge f a “*“' SN

5 ! il

o OCCURRENCE:  1n 3 Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CIA participants
%ei_ng McCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNamarra pointed out that
oLodge has little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCcne commented
,J:ha’c he believed that we should move cautiosly, that we should talk seriously to Diem
gand that Lodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more reallstic
®view of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach
e made toNhu tto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we
had carefully studied the detaill effects of cuts in aid. (as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was evident that the effects had not been studies. The President
asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsman paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent
to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the

instance involving CIA payment to Col Tung last week.

G rt 6 2122
FILEI Report 1967 (CIA), p. 21

DATE : Dawson
6/27/75



OCCURRENCE:  On or about October 5, 1963 when the telegram of October 5 and 6 were sent
Mto Saigon, MC CONE was called over by PRESIDENT KENNEDY and met privately with PRESIDENT

S KENNEDY and the Attorney General, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, and took the position that the CIA
“should take a hands off position as far as the assassination of DIEM was concerned. MC CONE
w''felt that the President agreed with my position, despite the fact that he had great reser-
& vations conceming DIEM and his conduct. I urged him to try to bring all the pressure we

® could on DIEM to change his ways, to encourage more support throughout the country. My pre-
“icise words to the President, and I remember them very clearly, was that Mr. President, if I
~ was manager of a baseball team, I had one pitcher, I1'd keep him in the box whether he was a
good pltcher or not. By that I was saying that, if DIEM was removed we would have not one
coup, but we would have a succession of coups and political disorder in Vietnam, and it might

e

= PERSOMS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

o KENNEDY, JOHN IF. ' ’ /

o KENNEDY, ROBERT F. - 5 Oct 1963 DIEM o N T PR L
o MC CONE, JOHN nﬁ. AR WD ARR,
g DIEM & £ N }i
- O S T S S T .
2 .

W

N

(Y

w

[ury

last several years as indeed it did.

So 1t was for that reason that I felt there would be

SOURCE: [ STAFF:

At R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, Friday, June 6, 1975, McCone, Vol. 1, 2 of DATE :

FILE: pp. 62-32 - 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Card 2 of 2

. OCCURRENCE: more stability if DIEM could be persuaded to change his ways than remove him
and hope that some group of generals could run the country better."

SOURCE:

WTT.IF.

STAFF :

NAMEK «
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D 51012\ ) P
PERSONS/ENTITIES :

CTI9ECFCEPIOOA GG60SE MH

abeg

DEPTEL 256 DATES: /CATEGORIES:
RICHARDSON — TAYLOR LODGE 29 hug. 1963 DIEMMTms e o o oy e
SPERA HARKTNS i ﬂ N Qﬁ_ (f( Y [’;
CONEIN TRUEHFART RERTRON L
DR q ‘ Lop et e
g G mewg. owtre |
“OCCURRENCE :

On Aupust 29, 1963, the following report was listed within the Saigon Station's chronology
of Aupust 1963 coup activities as follows:

"At 0745 hours, RICHARDSON, SPERA and CONEI}
GENERALS MINH and KHIEM at 0815 same mornin
GENLRAL HARKINS stating aspects of Vietnam
menting that second thoughts were beginniny in Washington.
given strictly limited time factors, RICHARDSON decided th
and KHIEM should not be postponed but that contacting offi
fact-finding mission without encouraging or discouraging G

¥, latter two of whom were scheduled to contact
&, were shown a message from GENERAL TAYLOR to
situation being reviewed at WHITE HOUSE and com-

Faced with this information and

at the meeting with GENERALS MINH
cers would make this meeting a
ENERAL MINH,

"When SPERA and CONEIN returned from their meeting'with KHIEM and MINH, (con't.)
- : STAFF:
SOURCE:  I.6. REpogp 1967, Part C., p. 12 Dawson
FILE DATE : 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
‘ OCCURRENCE :

we proceeded to TRUEHEART's office to make our report.

advised him of our meeting with GE
RICHARDSON had made as a result of
that RICHARDSON's decision had destroyed the possibili
expressed a firm dissenting opinion."

the TAYLOR cable.

(12)

The AMBASSADOR came in and RICHARDSON
NERAL WEEDE, of TAYLOR's cable, and of the decisions which

LODGE was angry and expressed the view
ties of carryine out a coup.

RICHARDSON

SOURCE:

FTT.R-

STAFF :
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ) DATES: CATEGORIES:

HARRIMAN, Averell — KENNEDY, John F.  |oj_os pusust

HILSMAN, Roger ° TAYLOR, Maxwell ° ugu1963 \ DIEW V/

McCONE, John (Mil. ass't to e

HCNAVMARA, Robert — Pres.) E . s‘») sy { 1 it

RUSK, Dean GILPATRIC, Roswell "i o [ v L
? (CARD 1 of tl;) ?‘ v 3§'.l3»“ ‘
OCCURRENCE : )

The I.G. REPORT of 1967 (CIA) contains the following description of the events of August 25,
1963, from a book by MARGUERITE HIGGINS: "The crucial act, with its overtones of Greek
travedy, opened with a cable. It was dispatched to Saipon late in the evenine of Aupust 24,
1963, a date made more significant because it was a Saturday. .Washington usually- empties on
summner weekends or lapses into a somnolent mood as officials desperately seek relaxation.

"The telegram contained spectacular new instructions for the U.S. MBASSY in SAIGON.
It was drawn up at a meeting called by Under-secretary of State AVERELL HARRIMAN and ROGER
HILSMAN, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and head of the Vietnam task
force. The President's senior advisers were, for the most part, out of town. CIA DIRECIOR
JOHN McCONE was in California. DEFENSE SECREPARY ROBERT MCNAMARA was on vacation. (con't)

SOURCE: 71 g, R?SORT 1967, pp. 5-6 STAFF:  Dawoon
; - eT C
DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: 7 DATES : { CATEGORIES: _ «
(cont) b by (: :
HELIMS, Richard g égﬂ!u “>\,ﬁ ;
DIEM %Mgr ?K }'l iéi E
NHU (CARD 2 of 4) &
OCCURRENCE:

SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN RUSK was attending a baseball game in New York. PRESIDENT KENNEDY
was at Hyannis Port. GENERAL TAYLOR says he knew nothing of the meeting until it was over
and the telegram long on its way. _

", . . the cable proved historic. For the first time it gave the signal to
_ 'unleash' the Vietnamese military, flashed a green light for the coup against DIEM of which
the generals had been talking for so many years. &

" . . . the cable of Aupust 28 was a radical revision of the previous philosophy
of one war at a time. It envisaged the generals' making war on their own povernment and
with the implicit blessing of the United States.

"he substance of the cable was that the U.S. FMBASSY was to make an effort (con't.)

HW¥ 50955 DocId:32423615 Page 12



E&HSQNS/ENTITLES: "DATES : . CATEGORIES:

HJiEE@' kﬁﬁfsﬁ;g¥f

L&
(CARD 3 of ¥)

OCCURRENCE:

>0 persuade DIEM to fire his brother, release the Buddhist rebels, end press censorship, and
cestore other democratic liberties suspended under martial law. And if, as the cable antici-
»ated, DIFM would not, do these things, then the EMBASSY was to contact the VIETNAMESE GENERALS
mnd tell them that the United States would no longer stand in the way of a revolt.

! . the controversial August 24 cable was dispatched from Washington Saturday

2vening aftgpkbeing cryptically summarized to PRESIDENT KENNEDY at the summer White House at
Iyannis Port.

"The ACTING SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ROSWELL GILPATRIC . . . had the cable described

/0 him over the telephone. MR. GILPATRIC says he was frankly surprised that such an (con't.)
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
Drem
o BN R RE AL
Of}IZD }10!j; N oA )Q !2] \% rat i‘u
OCCURRENCE ; v

important set of inétructions should be rushed out on

a weekend. But he did not fe L
ught to veto the telegram since . . . it had the et that he

'approval of the PRESIDENT. '

"In McCONE's absence, the cable was describ

) ed, again crypticall ;0 T ELMS
JEPUTY DIRECTOR of the CIA, who also did n o P Ju o AR ) ’

ot feel disposed to veto s !
‘he PRESIDENT.'™ (5-6) B omething 'approved by
CARD 4 of 4
: w2

e |

HW 50855 DocId:32423615 Page 13



PERSONS/ENTITIES: , DATES : CATEGORIES :

LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) .
NHU o 24 August 19631 D cemn
DI '
nePieL 243 :

v

CAAD PEAENB R Snfigint
A% W g sﬂ i

OCCURRENCE: % EJ«,%E B L“ a !
2 M GAR - . I8 QAR . d
In a State telepram to Saison (DEPTEL 243), on August 24, 1963, "thé*followingmessdge’ apnéigeci{
"The DEPARTMENT informs the AMBASSADOR that the U.S. Government cannot tolerate a situation
in which power lies in NHU's hands. If DIEM is unwilling to rid himself of NHU, then DIEM
himself may have to go. The AMBASSADOR is authorized: (1) to inform the GVN that actions
apainst BUDDIHISTS must be redressed; (2) to tell key military leaders that the USG cannot
support a DIIM regime that includes the NMU's and that 'we will give them direct support
in any interim period of breakdown central government mechanism;' (3) to make statements in
Saigon removing the military taint on the pagoda raids."

"The telegram includes the following statement: 'The AMBASSADOR and COUNTRY TEAM should
urgently examine all possible alternative leadership and make detailed plans as to how (con't.)

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. U-5 STAFF: Dawson
DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:
}’ERSQNS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
YAlLS i LAIRGORIBS
.F
L T S S U SRS A
g [ A Gy nb i L
CM# of T B t‘w o 5\ tha B
OCCURRENCE: (con't from card 1) v

we might bring about DIIM's replacement if this should become necessary. You will under—
stand that we cannot from Washington give you detailed instructions as to how this opera-—

tion should proceed, but you will also know we will back you to the hilt on actions you take
to achieve our objectives.'" (4-5)

CARD 2 of 2

H¥ 50955 DocId:32423615 Page 14



PRHSUNS/ENTITEES ¢ DATES: CATEGCRIES:
Thich Tri Quang Aug. 21, 1963 Diem _/ '
Diem - ’

OCCURRENCE:

Higgins states that the Xa Loi pagoda, based on her oﬁ§<“k§§riences, was more a p }itical
command post than a holy place. It was the headquartery from which the militant i

Thich Trl Quang and others had run their political war against the Diem regime.

According to Higgins, Thich Tri Quang told an Austrian journalist by the name of

Denis Warner early in August that he hoped in the process 'they would kill one or two

of us." ~ '

Higgins goes on to note that the State Department regarded the actions against a dozen
pagodas a betrayal of Diem's promise to reconciliate the Buddhists. (Page 181)

SOURCE: our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF : Dawson
Harper and Rowe

FILE: DATE: July 3, 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:: CATEGORIES:
rGENEHAL TON THAT DINH, MILITARY . e
GOVERNOR OF SAIGON, COMMANDER 3RD 21 hugust 1963! DIEM
CORPS ‘
CONEIN Lodsp Hee( C-
NGO DINH NHU
AMBASSADORS NOLTING ) s
OCCURRENCE: "On the night of the 21st of August, GENERAL TON THAT DINH, as military gov-
ernor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps, has established a curfew. If I recall

correctly, the curfew was to start about 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock at night. Anybody seen afte:

that time would be -- shot. And that night, elements -- later on, we didn't know at that

time, later on proving to be elements of the special forces, which was praetorian guard of

NGO DINH NHU and the police dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saigon.
What was very bad about this, Ambassador MOLTING had already been relieved and Ambassador
LODCE was on his way to take over". p. 21

SOURCE: STAFT :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

NAMT o
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

" Milting, Ambassador Aug. 21, 1963 Diem v~
Lodge, Ambassador ‘
Diem .
Thich Tri Quang

OCCURRENCE :

Higgins claims that "..,.the raids by the Vietnamese Army and the pagodas took place
five days after the departure of Ambassador Milting from Saigon, and a week before Henry
Cabot Lodge was expected to arrive on his first tour of duty in Viet Nam." Higgins goes
on to explain that Diem claimed that the reason that the raids were performed at this
time was because: "It had become clear that Thich Tri Quang of Buddhist was that no
intention of coming to any agreement with the govermment, irrespective of how many
consessions were made. Since the raids would create an anti—Die@dgropaganda explosion,
it would be lessi e p.g&asiingto the United States if they took ﬂ?ﬁ’e when the new
Ambassador wasmPtae ent 0% Vietnam. For the same reason, sg{'f‘%f“‘g%e was taken not {

(Hh

to inform the United States of the pagoda plans. The gﬁé§§f<)gﬁwas that Washington

could be blamed for something about whi;?mﬁﬁgkﬁggﬁhofﬁing." (page 183)
7 i‘-\ ‘ i
SOURCE: ?%’& o STAFK:
DATE:
FILE
PERGONS/ENT LT LIS DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN, CIA officer (Saigon) : A .
DON, General 8/21/63 Diem v~
DIEM ‘ o
OCCURRENCE L EhRE %ﬁ {i:\ h \ ﬁ"“”’}%
1 453 -_‘; e W) & 3 ~ i § ‘,’ ] ‘v -
4 5 @ -m&‘;L A.ﬂ; g:
" On August 21, 1963, at a meeting between CONEI fan officer of the CIA
Saigon station] and General DON, the latter asked for US 8. government
assurances of support -aeswrarees—of—support for moves against the DIEM
regime." (3) —
SOURCE: STAFH : —
1967 1.G. Report, Part C, 9 3. | RD

FTLE: ~ DATE: ¢ /0 /o

HW 50855 DocId:32423615 Page 16



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATEGORIES:

GENERAL DON “ 1 pmm v
AMBASSADOR NOLTING July 1963 !
CONEIN S

OCCURRENCE: On July %, 1963, CONEIN received a message rrom DON, Commander of 1 Corps
at the time, to meet with him in the Caravelle Hotel for a public meeting and the hotel
vas jemmed packed. CONEIN states that: "It was at that time on the 4th of July that I
nad the first indication that something serious was being comtemplated, when- GENERAL DON t«
me that if the Buddhist situation does not get settled, that the military are planning. I
ported this fact, and I believe it was around the 8th or 9th of July, that more indi-

cations...." p. 20.
SOURCE : STAFF :
R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE :
FILE: ) 30 June 1975

—— v — o — S — — . S T S o W —— V-~ — "t o . 0 o . S o i . o . . S o o o o o v ——

e e

PERSONS/ENTITIES: " DATES:

EN. DUONG VAN MINH

EN. TRAN VAN DON

AJ. GEN. LE VAN KIM
. TRAN THIEN KHIEM

CCURRENCE :
o k:“&)\'&".s Creuite C\ f\lv. :

Xu\\_\ Lf{ [, '." . 5

VOV e

~.it \{L,\ (Ov(-‘
Alempl wors |
0 \‘Ll{-i)(c( \MX‘ ._i (‘v\‘ .7."'_
i (Zf:w’(l'\.f\ Wi

i I}ﬂ&(‘l\g{\( ‘;’L"j" :

e e ((g{\ .
Yl STAFF:
A ‘L\(((({’ M Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, } Dawson

4y [
‘ ()r‘\ by v, ‘ )
FYTE F =) DRTE 6/30/15
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TE CATGORLIES:
PERSONS/ENTT LIS DATES: CATEGORIES
S AT AW >/ T JL TS

/63
DIEM . (/63 orin

GEN, MINH
NGO DINH THU

" OCCURRINCIE :

The vl w

SO0, Catidlad Ve palasans,
: STAYYF: Dawson
T TSOURCE: o Twhibi
R Hearings, 8.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page ten. DATE:  6/30/75
FILE:

T e 4

PERSOHS/ENTITIES:

DATES: CATEGORIES:
Diem 10 July 1963 Diem v/

OCCURRENCE :

In SNIE, 53-2-63, on 10 July "the situation in South Vietnam'" the

following quotation appeared: " "if -- as is likely -~ Diem fails to

carry out truly and promptly the commitment he has made to the Buddhists,
i in and the chanwzs of coup or assassina-

tion attempts against him become even better,. . . we do not think .

the €ommunists would necessarily profit if he were overthrown by some

combiration of his non-€ommunist opponents. A non-€ommunist successor

regime might be initially less effective against the Viet Cong, but,

given continued support from the U. S., could provide reasonably effec~

tive leadership for the government and the war offopt (1-2) -
SOURCE: s
1967 T.00 Renart  rnawe o an i
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: -é DATES : ? CATEGORIES:
DIEM . | May 6, 1963 | DIEM
THICH TRI QUANG. | |
OCCURRENCE:  pian on May 6, 1963 revived a regulation banning the public display of any

religious flag--either the Buddhist or Catholic-- having any precedence over the National
Vietnamese flag in public places:or in public view. Higgins does not doubt that the
Vietnamese government's decision ‘to revive these flag regulations on May 6, 1963 made )
possible the Hue tragedy. Ironically, action by Diem has been generally viewed as anti-
Buddhist. His May 6 circular had been provoked a few days earlier in Da Nang by the
excessive use by Catholics of the flag of the vatican with the Natio aliVietnamese flag
on view being sometimes tattered and torn and few in number. (91). 7

o7

SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,f STAFF:
1965 ~ Dawson, R.
FILE: i DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
CONEIN
| 1962 prEv ~
MADAME NHU
OCCURRENCE:

light of MADAME NHU's statements to the effect that she'd like to furnish some mustard at

a bonzes barbecue, or something to that effect. This made people want to identify themselve:
against the regime and so they would go back to the pagodas. CONEIN did not know whether or
not this became the principal reason for the United States wanting to get rid of the regime.

pp. U2-44,

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FILE:

TeVbee T TN

CONEIN stated that the catalyst that brought down the DIEM regime was their
antagonism of the Buddhists. He explained that 80% of the Vietnamese people claimed to be
Buddhists. And that DIEM led a Catholic regime and that this drove people, particularly in

HW 50955 DocId:32423615 Page 19



PERSCOUG/ENTTITTIES ' DATES : CATEGORIES
TRUGHEART, WILLIAM | June 1963 | pigM
MECKLIN, JOHN (Dir. USIA)
NOLTING, AMBASSADOR

f
'

Cad ({2

OCCURRENCE:  Mock1in stated that the American position following the incident at Hue
was to 'urge Diem to repair all Buddhist grievances forthwith, to accept responsibility
for the May 8 killings, and to indemnify the victims and apologize, perhaps by visiting
Hue himself to do so." (Ambassador Nolting was on a Meditterranean vaction at the time.)

. "According to Mecklin, William Trueheart, the Charge d'Affaires, applied on orders from
Washington, 'direct,relentless, tablehammering pressure on Diem such as the United States
had seldom before attempted with a sovereign friendly government...' In despair Trueheart
in June resorted to a formal warning to Diem that if he continued repressive measures
(police effort to prevent and disperse illegal demonstrations),ngpﬂﬂnf?éd States would
be forced to disassociate itself publicly from such actions,(gsﬂgﬁ ced{wa) did two months
later. The warning was a momentous step. It amountggg¢Q§? diTec

o

, t 7off1Tial comnand from
. (r‘nnfinnpd next r’nrr]} “f\ ‘1’1“"%_1’; A

SOURCE : 2GR

Row, 19065

: é am e .
Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harperi%ﬁﬁ’ STARE:

Dawson, R.

paTE. July 2, 1975
EILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: B DATES : IF CATECORIES
‘ | DIEM
l
CARD TWO ’ Cay 2 7/ 2

OCCURRIEHCIL (Conti]]uation) .
the United States. Public disassociation could have disasterous regults,'epcouraglvg the
Buddhists, heartening the Viet Cong, strengthening the regimes foreign critics...
perhaps even stimulating the Vie%namese Army to try another coup'' (100)

SOURCE : Our Viet Nam Nightware, Higgins, Harper and RowJ STATF:

AT
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PEHSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

CONEIN ‘ "Summer 1963" | DIEM
NHU, NGO DINH :

MADAME NHU
CAN, NGO DINH

OCCURRENCE: cONEIN stated that the attacks in May in Hue followed Up by an attack I Augus
on the pagodas in Saigon consolidated the three or four different sects of the Buddhists

by making them become a political entity which they had never been before. CONEIN stated
that it had become obvious to people in the State Department, USAIB and JHSPAU, as well

as persons within the CIA and the country team generally, that the true power of the govern-
ment at that time was not DIEM but rather NHU and CAN, as well as MADAMEZ NHU, the chief of
the womens' solidarity movement. DIEM was felt to be out of touch with reality and not get-
ting the true facts as everything was being channeled through his brother, NHU. pp. hy-us5

B

SOURCE : v
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: ° R. DAWSON
FILE: —
July 1, 1975
| § e e
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
CONEIN
D A
1963n

OCCURRENCE : ;
———————" CONEIN said that the DIEM government started the Buddhist antagonism but
He gave his personal opinion as that "they had a

people who were killed when the milit {
: ary attacked the odas in H
Eeen done, I Lh;nk that we would have been much betterpg%f Thisuﬁés If£thi§ ot e
he political situation....", pp., 4142 o % g point of

SOURCE : .
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

™Troe,.

STAFF:

R. DAWSON
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PERSOHO/ENTTITIRG DATES:

DIEM | May 8, 1963
MAJOR GEN. TRAN VAN DON (sp.?)

CATEGORIES :
DIEM

P

IR SMNOTS . ] 1

OCLU}“%L“CL” ""Immediately after May 8, President Diem ordered a formal investigation
of the Hue affairs. For this purpose he appointed a 3-man technical commission led by
Major General Tran Van Don, the acting head of the army (General Don was considered a
man of integrity by the Americans.)" The commission also included the Surgeon General
of the Vietnamese Army and its Chief of Ordinance. After extensive interrogation of
witnesses General Don's mission c1ted plastic charges as the cause of‘,be deaths on
May 8. G
"At the time, nonetheless, Diem' s reglme claimed that plastlcgbgmb au %&d the deaths was
widely ridiculed. : €;3?\ .‘i

”Unfortunately, no American officials were witness t?‘mbaklnc1dence The American con-

sul had been OUE of town but(Pe te q?d to di e ie f§¢ e %?Vernment S ggferts to glace
”d re.po ng 7o 'f'sr'($:;. _ r%%AFS
SRAALIS Oar Viet Nam VJﬂhtque Higgins, Harper and Dawson, R.
Row, 19065 : ' pDATE: July 2, 1975
FILE: ?
PERSONS/ENTITIES : ; DATES -

THICH TRT QUANG | May 8, 1963

NGUTEN VAN BANG (Province Chlef)
MAJOR DANG SY (ASST. PROV. CHIEF)

GCCURRLENCE - R o

- Nguyen Van Bang later at the trial of Major*Dang Sy said that "While we
were inside, two loud explosions 'suddenly reverberated on the veranda. Then came the
sounds of broken glass, gunshots, and- exploding hand grenades." In the confusion Major
Dang Sy heard the explosions also and in attempting to signal what he feared may be a
Viet Cong attack fired three shots in the air. Unfortunately this was the prearranged
signal authorizing his troops to use grenades to disperse the crowds. At least 15 of
these grenades were throw and the explosions caused at least 8 dead at the radio station.
(95) This statement though, appears to be in conflict with later medical evidence coming
from the Interior Minister which found that none of the bodies of the dead had metal
splinters in their organs, but rather the weapons expert said that the bombs were probably
made of plastic and that 'plastic is the arm of the Viet Cong guerilla." (95-96)

SOURCE: . ~ ISTAFP:
" Qur Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, |

1965 : ; i

PTLA - , i DATE: July 2, 1975

Dawson, R.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: i DATES :

THICH TRI QUANG | May 8, 1963
NGUYEN VAN BANG (Province Chief) !
MAJOR DANG SY (Asst. Province Chief)

-/ CATEGORIES:

o

DIEM(/
SR

e = .+ g e~

OCCURRENCE: According to Higgins on May 8, 1963 on tﬁ%’Bﬁghhist birthday Thich Tri
Quang, in the middle of a religious ceremony, began to give a vitriolic anti-government
speech on the subject of the non-existent ban on Buddhist flags. About 8 pm Thich Tri
Quang arrived at the radio station carrying in his hands a tape recording which he then
made the demand upon the director of the station to play. He was refused. - Thich Tri
Quang proceeded to encourage an already active angry crowd which in the middle of this
oration began to shout and press forward. The director of the station called up Nguyen
Van Bang who soon arrived and attempted to appease Thich Tri Quang, but the latter would
not listen. Nguyen Van Bang then asked for armored cars in hopes that this would
fighten the crowd and prevent any violence to the radio station. Major Dang Sy
then arrived with some armored cars and got some general orders to disperse the crowd.
Police arrived and attempted to turn fire hoses on the crowd. (93-94)

SOURCL:: Our Viet Nam Niphtmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,} STAFEF:
1965 ; Dawson, R.
FILE: ‘ ‘ f DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Trich Tri Quang - |may 8, 1963 ! Diem”
Diem

OCCURRENCE: "o evidence can be adduced showing that before the Hue incident of

May 8, 1963, there was a religious issue in Vietnam. If there had been, assuredly

the critics of Diem's leadership would have trunpeted it to the world. Complaints of
alleped religious repression made by Thich Tri Quant and his accomplices in a campaign

of letters to the United Nations and prominent foreigners, had begun, but they represented
no more than the early activity of determined propagandists.

Most hostile criticism toward Diem centered not on what he did but on his methods and
techniques of governing."

YR PR e . o u____..A_.ho‘..:.'"Tht,...,w“:.\:"'..*""3\\ s b START
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Colbv oo, inh Can ' 10/65 f
Conein
hm

OCCURRENCE:

Colby explained that a couple of weels before the
nf assassination was not aimed at Diew but at
broticrs who were considercd the evil influence of the
ideca of renoving Nhua from Victnam was one that was dis
tnd a grecat deal of pressure was put on Nien to send his brother out of

the country.” At one point T made a sugeestion that perhaps T could con-
vince him of the desivability of leaving the country for the bencefit of

'is own, of the country itsclFf. That I could 0 over ard arauce him jntof}ty
Fhat T think is the scparable thing from the actual decision to shoot Dicu.
Fthink the decision to shont Diem was A consciecnce decision talien by the
senerals which came as a very new development duarin

assassination the thoupht
sha and  Caa, Dien's two

govermaent.  "The
cussed in great :etail

e the coup, but let's Fface
if' L I <'n'7‘{\'rit'i'|“=’ ICHE] 7"l\rr_\ o 'lzvl:'i,"i‘:\'j'!-r_\ IR ‘--y'rr_\-q ;\'grww e a9 1\\'—‘3-:~>g:_13}~(};- Pou
SOURCE: governnent.,” Paces 33-34 STAFE:
’ Hawson
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE :
FILE: 7/1Y/7%
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES :

nr, Heoo PDinh
mein
nh

i R e
11/2/63 ; Diem
l

OCCURRENCE:

mein stated that at no point in the climatic days leading up to the assassina-
on was there a discussion of the killing of Diem. TFurther, there had never
ren any discussion at any time about Diem himself being killed by anvbod.

. fact, the generals and wany people wanted Diem to be around but they could

't ostand Hdhua and Madawne Nhu, Diem's wife. DPage 64-66.

SOURCE: ‘ STAFE :
T Hearings, SSC, Conecin, June 20, 1975 Dawson

32423615 Page 24
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES:
COLBY, WILLIAM |

MINFH . GENERAL | 1 November 1963 DIEM /

NHUNG :

CONEIN

Nhu

OCCURRENCE: COLBY stated that "Apparently the decision by several of the generals, the
ones that were present, that he (DIEM) would be executed when they got him. They sent an
officer, a small armored unit to pick him up after they found out where he was down in the
other part of town. He and his brother were put in an armored personnel carrier with an
officer, a young Vietnamese wno was an aide to GENERAL MINH, head of the coup group, and
they went into the armored personnel carrier and when the carrier arrived back at head-
quarters, the two were dead and had been shot several times.,  That officer, incidentally,
and a rather bizarre aspect of this, was himself apparentlyjwhien this junta of generals
was overthrown about two months later. Somebody took hatxpﬁgasion to shoot him."

pp. 18-19. e
%%i . i ink .
SOURCE: Y Wk STAFF: R, DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 18-19 5
ATE :
— DALL 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES : CATEGORIES:

DIEM | May 7, 1963 ! prpy /

THICH TRI QUANG

i

OCCURRLHCE : , -
- The Diem circular to ban all religious flags reached Hue on May 7, 1963.
Since the city was already bedecked with flags the Vietnamese Minister.o ;FQ%erior,

Vui Van Long, arriving in Hue on'the same date as the circular argived 1t to the Bud-
dhist leaders and explained thatithe flag regulation would not h&-‘enforced. "The leaders
of the monks were very pleased,'" said Minister Long. ”The%jgiﬁféggaﬁto me and told me
that I had given complete satisfaction to their desiressf qg@g was present during this
exchange and joined in expressing satisfaction with the rangement not to enforce

the regulation. Some police in Hue did take down flags before the Province Chief could
reverse the order to enforce the regulation. But the precipitating factor, according

to lliggins was that Kuang sent a:few monks around to tell the people to haul down the
flags, even though he knew this was no longer required, thanks to the Interior Ministers

actions. "The monks werée told to te;l the population that this was being done as a
SOUNCE : Tesalt ol Diea Wfq STAPT :

«

“Qur Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.

1965

FILE: ’

DATT: July 2, 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: CATEGORIES:

McCone : | DIELTV//

Kahn

Diem
Ko " - AN e
w: [ ':,’ T

In responge qg:ﬁtguestion as to whether McCone was aware of a suggestion to assasslnate
Mr. Diem and ™ "~ had sent a telegram .ququptio "that suggestion, McCone testified
that he did not think it was Mr. Diemg °HELeSTTI PSS that "there was a prog »>sal, one

of a number of proposals, in connection with the diffigult political situation that
existed in South Vietnam, to dispose by assassination/Mr. Nhu and General Kanh....

when that was brought to my attention I ordered a telegram sent out to stand that down"
(U) McCone testified that "The situation in Vietnam was unlike other situations. e

were really at war there. My opposition was more on the basl s of considered judgement
that the action recommended by the station wouldn't in final an alysis solve any
problem.". (5).

SOURCE: STAFF:

Gordon Rhea

McCone, June 6, 1975

Elike DATE: ¢ o0 /15

<"‘_——__ - S SETR S G S LT SRR WD W W ———— ——— - — — - — —— —— ——— — " ..o :
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: CATEGORIES:
LANSDALE

ULLES Mar 16, 1960 | MONGOOSE
ALAN D . SPECTAL GROUP
DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

60 at the Special Group Meeting there was discussion .of stepped up plans
Sg gggcghé6saé2 gadio at Ggentaneo Bay to expand the stations listening audience. 4
VIETNAM Mr. DULLES Referred to the worsening security situation in South Vietnam... an
commented that this appears to be a situation where S. F. tralning might be in ordeg.
DULLES asked whether it would be "politically feasible for Col. LANSDALE tg visit the "
area to assess the situation on the spot." DULLES also discussed briefly "the poss%bil Yy
of assisting the Southéyigpnam government to mount guerrila operationsin the north.

; ) ? N
;,-:'Jﬁ @i&/ﬁk

: N ST ey .
5 T X Ay AL FF:
SOURCE : (N ’"yf%t?}m,,.._ =
v Mewting March 16 1960. KELLEY
Minutes of Special Group eving, s BATE
oy 1__~:. X ol
FILE: - T 6/27/75
PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: V/« CATEGORIES:
Lansdale May 12, 1960 Diem '
Dulles : Special Group
Hare
Irwin
OCCURRENCE;

On May 12, 1960, the Special Group discussed the subject of the invitation
from President Diem for General Lansdale to visit Viet Nam. Mr. Hare said

"that he assumed that the way in which Diem would like to use General

Lansdale would not be acceptable to the U. S., but that some adjustments

could no doubt be made. Mr. Dulles said that "Lansdale could be counted
on to carry out whatever instructions he had in a manner least calculated
to upset Diem," E**g"; 5“:‘:.“%

] y?é%%ﬁ E ,?Ef%QT;Ufmﬁww

R Gt e R i3 . é} "_.f . ’-’7

SOURCE: Minutes of Special Group meétihé&Maiﬁ%nyl960 STAFF : Bob Kelley
—_ vl A it

) DATE: June 29, 1975
FILE:

—
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¢ SRSONS/ENTITIES:: - DATES: f CATEGORIES :

SURATECIC HAMLET PROGRAM i
{ DIEM v//

NGO DINH KHU 1962
MINISTER OI' THE INTERIOR-GOVERNMENT

OF VIETNAM, COLBY, HARKINS
WESTHMORELAND,, GENERAL _

OCCURHENCE: CONEIN stated that: "In 1962 COLBY assigned him to work with the MINISIER ¢
THE INTERIOR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM to be responsible for liaison between CIA and th
MINISTER on a program called THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM. The idea for this program was
that of NHU, the President's brother and counsellor, which was to establish security withi
hamlets and villages in order ‘@8 the peoplie could deny access of food and taxes to the
VIET CONG. 1In this position, CONEIN was able to travel quite extensively under the auspic
of’ the MINISIRY OF THE INTERIOR, and to talk to the unit commanders dovn to and including
small sections.” p. 17. CONEIN. "This was done with the permission of GENERAL HARKINS ar:
it was known to GENERAL WESTMOFELAND when WESTMORELAND took over."” p. 18.

SOURCE: STAFF:

R. DAWSON

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein'L{K

TTLE . = :
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975
IRk PERSONS/ENTITTES : DATES : A CATEGORTES:
Maxwell Taylor Special Group ng'
27 Sept 62 ~ MOONGogsETente
Diem/

OCCURRENCE®
Enylor states that.thg'Specia1 Group and the Sepcial Group Augmented considered a proposal by
2IA for covert activities designed to harass the Democratic REpublic of Vietnam. This had

>een prepared in response to a request by the Sec.'s of State and Defense. ' v

‘aylor added that the Special Group asked that a more ‘detailed operation plan be prepared.
(t was agreed that Defense make certain equipment and personnel available to CIA in support
f this program. An elint flight designed to identify the North Vietnamese radar order of
attle, so as to permit planning over flight routes was authorized. This will be flown out
f Saigon , using the specially equipped aircraft available on Taiwan, but with the Chinese
\r Force markings removed, and employing Chinese Nationalists .pildéts documented South Vietnam-
1se citizens. Y U
w20 e
SOURCE: AT AL VA et SFAFF :
—— " Maxwell Taylor!s«méfdrandum foi *%theiPresident, dated | 2=’ pay
Sept 27, 1962."0@ r&ig R
ﬁ_‘éﬂ§~ (/20775

™ oA My

ST

)

FTLE:
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PERSOHD/EWIITIES DATES: CATEGORILS:
CONEIN

February 1962 DIEM V//

OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air
Force pilots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different military leaders which I knew and had known in the past, to find out what was %tiv

political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uwprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. There was an isolated dissidence within the
military structure. This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

.ﬁ“
L
t

L
Lot
B )

SOURCE : Y “START:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coneln '
Ve tLE DATE :

FILE: 30 June 1975

‘\ﬁtﬁf’ﬁ

R. DAWSON

. ———— W — T ————_———— ] o Y T —————— ————— o~ — o . . Tt A W B T i S o e S o, o o i e . . o . s o e o o o o e e
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PERIOHE/EHITITIFS: " DATES : CATEGORIES:
COMEETN

Fehruary 1962 DIEM V//

OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air
Force pilots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th:
was another attempted coup. At that tine, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different military leaders which I knew and had known in the past, to find out what was %I

political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there really a basis for an urising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. "There was an isolated dissidence within the
militarv structure. This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

SETATT

SOURCE: LT K

Bearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conelr \!' iy :
SR DATE :

FILE: e 30 June 1975

R. DAWSON

- ——— — ——— ] o - S o — o it W - —— o " ——— " Y — O G T~ 7~ T ot o S . O S o S i i,
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PERSONHE/ENTITIRS DATES:: p///'CI\TECORIFS'
N . 1963 ; DIEM '
. ¢ ’
OCCURRENCIEE:  "Most manifestations of political oppostion,' wrote Henderson, 'were

vigorously suppressed. Civil liberties remained an unfulfilled ideal. Elections were
far from free and many of the devices used to stimulate popular support for the regime
bore the the familiar stamp of modern totalitarian practice. No doubt these moves could
be ]UStlfled,.&t least to some extent, in terms of the overwhelming problems confronting
Diem dur%ng his first few years in office and also the inexperience of Free Viet Nam's
people with the forms and substance of democracy, but...Diem had still to prove that his
professed devotion to the democratic cause represented anything more than a facade to
disguise increasingly plain reality of stern dictatorship." (164-165)
. Pk

SOURCE : — STATT
2\ " Dawson, R

Row, 1965 5 >

N ® parg: July 2, 1975

FILE:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

NGO DINH CAN 1963 -1 pmEM

MINISTER OF INTERTOR :

Conein

OCCURRENCE:
S RBEEYEY CONEIN stated that: "On May 7, 1963,....."The MINISTER OF INTERIOR, myself ¢

his entourage flew to Hue in central Vietnam. While in Hue, it was on my aircraft that I.

assigned to me for that day --:while in Hue, they had a very large meeting of different
military authorities and at that time I did not realize what was going on. They had met w
the President's brother, NGO DINH CAN who was considered the war lord, in a way, and some

decisions were made, of which I was not aware of (sic). We returned quite late the night

the Tth; though I wanted to stay, the MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR told me it. would be impossi:
T wanted to see the celebration of the birthday of Budda. I wanted to see burnt boats wit
the candles 1lit going down the perfumed river, but it was not to be. The next day there ws
an attack by the military forces on the Buddhists. At that time, the Buddhists as an enti

was not a political force and therefore thought of being, and when the attack on the Budd
came about, this was, in my estimation, one of the turning points in what was happening i-

SOURCE: Vet o 19— — T T . STAFE:

o e

! R. DAWSON

Ui oo o0 s
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975,{bopei LY.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: I CATEGORIES:

" LODGE, lenry CABOT 1963 1 pEIMV
CONEIN : -

CCURRENCE .
OCCURRENCE:, .I worked for Ambassador LODGE. I reported to Anbassador LODGE and I re-
ceived (114 mst“uctlons from Ambassador LODGE. They were cable instructions, he had a ver;
good hablt of not reading something. He would fold a piece of paper and what pertained tﬂ
you for instructions, he would let you read that and that alone so that you didn't know wh-
was sending it or where it came from. He just read that and he said those are the instruc
tions, do you understand them? Yes, sir; allright, we'll carry them out." p. 23

:
’ Ciiars b

SQURCE : STAFE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein } R. DAWSON
PILE: DATE : 20 June 1975
; PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES

CONEIN 1963 it DIEM \ —

(L\m \(u \ (l U‘l b l

OCCURRENCE: "I had never, and even right up to the very end, I had never been asked for any
resources whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any individual." p. 25

SOURCE : STAFF :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE :

— ) ——" Tine 0} 1Q78
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: - - DATES: CATEGORIES:
Dawson ; i 1963 Uicmv/
National Sccurity Council - .
State Dept 5 YR Y o N T L .
OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that the policy of the chain of command wanted a determination
whether it be by the Security Council or by other authority is made to carry
out that policy is normally transferrcd from the National Security Council

to the amhassador. '"The ambassador is the President's representative and

has overall authority of all agencies in that country, and thercfore, an
jmportnnﬁ question like this (the Diem coup) would be passed to the ambassador
tohandle. "Now, the other agencies in town would be informed ol the policy
directive that we might have additional communication as to the details as

to how to implement them, which in this case (the Diem coup) were done through
dircctive to our Station Chief to make surc he operated very directly and im-
mediately under the control of the ambassador.™ Page 355,

Qr RO - [l Al
SOURCE: Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colbhy STAFF: Dawson
}
PITE: DATE : 711775 -
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Snecial Jorces ' 1963 f Diem V/
Colby
OCCURRENCE :

Colby stated that '"the Special Forces first arrived in Vietnance vorking for
CTA in this country prosram ol developing villages for their own defensc.
Mlien it gaot to be as 1 remember 750 of them the question arose as to whether
they should be transferred out of CIA into military control, and this was
done durine 1263 military took over vesponsibility for that progran upd
[ will have some more words to say about that at another time." DPage 25-29.

STAFF:

Mearings, SSCI, June 20,1975, Colby ’ S dawson

SOURCE:

32423615 Page 35
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
BUNDY, MC GEORGE ', TAYLOR, MAXWELL
BALL, GEORGE 1963

RORRESTAL, MICHAEL -

HILLSMAN, ROGER; AMBASSADOR NOLTING
MC CONE, JOHN, MC NAMARA, ROPERT
Gl o v
ARG COLBY stated that the persons typically in attendance in the conference
room or situation room to discuss matters in Vietnam during 1963, MESSRS. BUNDY, BALL,
FORRESTAL, HILLSMAN, MC CONE, MC NAMARA GILPATRIC, TAYLOR. p. 70 COLBY also stated that
generally the Attorney General was generally not in attendance. 'If the meeting was to be
with the President, then it would have been in the Cabinet room and then the Attorney
General would have been there. pp. 70-71, The chalrman of the meetings downstairs which !
President never attended would have been Mr. BUNDY. pp. 71-72 Mr. HARRIMAN would come SO
times, COLBY recalled, and Vice President JOHNSON would always attend the ones upstairs in
the Cabinet room, but did not take a particularly active part. pp. 72 Anbassador NOLTING.
when he returned, after his replacement in Vietnam took a very active role opposing action:
against President DIEM to the extent that he was invited to participate. And his advice w

not accepted. p. 73 '

IR P A
Bl

. SOURCE: STAFE: g DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE
LIy 3
FILE: z 1 July 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: |- CATEGORIES:
CONEIN Sumer and ——e
Fall 1963

OCCURRENCE: "There were (sic) not one coup plan. There were several. The problem that wa
facing the people that were making assessments of this was which one had the most likely
chance of succeeding? We were at the point of no return. There was no chance of going back.
because there was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to monitor and keep the U.S.
govermment advised of who the principal players were, what their intentions were then and in
the future. It was an impossible situation, and also during this time, it was getting down
to the critical element. In October, the generals had to have assurances that I was speakin;
for the Ambassador. Several attenpts were made to get these assurances, and it was practi-
cally impossible because of the security around the generals, who were g;gg%gy suspect...."
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : f GATEGORIES :
Diem Summer 1963 E Diem /
OCCURRENCE : ’

"....Diem was not conforming to Westem standards of democracy. And this
was really the heart of the case against him. Implicit in their critilcism was the assunp-
tion that Occidental style democracy was, in fact, the answer to Oriental Vietnam's problems.

It wazs ax'} assumption with which Ngo Dinh Diem disagreed on both practical and philosophical
grounds. .

& WHEN maibahala
SOURCE : . STAFE:
— "Our Vietnam Nightmare", Marguerite Higgins, —" Dawson
Harper & Row, 1965, p. 165 ~
FILE: | paTE July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Thich Tri Quang Summer, 1963 Diem 7
McHamara
Diem

OCCURRENCE: ¢gard=i==

Higgins states in her book that, '"Washington generated pressure on Diem for concilia-
tion was based on the assumption that Thich Tri Quang's grievances concerning flags and
such were what motivated his Budist protest movement. But it was evident that what Thich
Tri Quang wanted was a pretext to see. His objective was not a solution, but nonethe-
less than Diem's head. '

"Perhaps Diem might have had a better image in the United States if he had personnally
shown lmmediate public concern for the victims of the Hue tragedy. He then instantly
order generous indemnification of the families who suffered losses, but this was never

publicized. Perhaps he was too . So inwardly assured of his innocence was
Diem that he did not of going through the trouble of -proving 1it. He,weuld certainly
(GomtiTuEd—on—Cardwd) jac Alesed Hadesns Ave. boys of 1K Embass, 7 & — o TWe

3 3% Y ]
»\ﬂkﬁﬁﬁolno% Diens 1mqae

luf sucq stradiy would scarcely bave appcased Thid Tr.' Quass?
¢ Dawson b~ ,”éo4

SOURCE: Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins,
Harper and Rowe

| DATE: July 3, 1975

™Yoy
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PERSONS/ENT LIIES : : RIS CALEGUN L

GEN, HUYUH

20

, STAFF
Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, ————" Dawson

page ten.
DaTE:  6/30/75

5

(ﬁ““"b”

PERSOHG/ZENTLTLIS:
GEN. DO CAO TRI

CEN. NOUYEN KHANH

GEN. TON THAT DINH

GEN. DON

Pl 4 e

e

i~

T EOURCE STAFL:
- Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exnlblt one, T Dawson
page 10. ‘ DATE : '

e —— [ VeclaVarss
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PERIONS/FRTITTES SATES : CATEGORIES: :

t

CCURRENCE : - T
- 5o
CONTINUED ON ANOTHER CARD: )
wi viiohoEn e
16 s, 'Mha
et LIt
DHE
G
T SOURCE: STAFF:
-——— Hearings, S5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
page ten. DATE: ©/30/75
FILE:
. PERSONS/ENTITIES
OCCURRENCE:
: A
CONTINUED FROM FIRST CARD: o
7
=]
-
™
0
e
™
-
o™
[sp]

SOURCE : . e roe.
—————— Hearings, 5.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAFE: Dawson
page 11.

FILE: ' DATE:

HW¥ 50955 Docld
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OCCURRENCE:

roNg sy
e

Page 11.

STAPI

Hcarlngs, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, “==— Dawson

DATE: 6/30/7¢

PlRSONb/lNTITJLS

DATES : CA'L‘ EGORIES:
7/63 DIEM v~

OLLURHINC}

TYOURCE T T Hearings; S.8.C.I., 6/207 (5"Conem, ExXHibit one, | STARF:

page 10-11.

FTLE:

Dawson

DATE:  6/30/7
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PrioUnNs/ENT LT LinS: DATES @ t
NGO DINH NHU ; ,
CONEIN July 11, 1963 ! DIEW Vv

CATEGORIES::

OCCURRENCE: CONEIN states that: "On July 11, 1963, NHU called the generals together for .

staflf meeting and shocked them by telling them that he knew of gome coup planning going on
the generals. is scared the generals and other officers, needless tc say, that NGO DINI
NHU would be completely aware that there was some dissidence in the ranks.'" p. 20-21.

SOURCE : ' STAFT :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

R. DAWSON

30 June 1975

. —_ T —_—_——— ——— —— — — -~ ——_— -~ — - ————— —~— ———_—_ - -— ", - . o o o . o oot o - - - - — ———_to o -~

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Krulik, Major General Victor H. Diem
Kennedy, John F.
d

Mendenhall, Joseph, State
National Security Council

OCCURRENCE:

Higgins notes that Kennedy dispatched Krulik and Mendenhall to Viet Nam to make a tour of
the country to determine the effect of the Buddhist crisis on the war against the Viet
Cong. Returning to Washington, Krulik and Mendenhall each gave a different report on the
effect. Higgins notes that Kennedy asked wryly, "lave you two fellows been in the same
country?" Higgins goes on to note that this was indeed indicative of the American reac-
tion to Vietnam generally. Krulik, Higgins points out, visited the theatre of war by go-
ing to all core areas as well as six divisional and some twenty-five regimental and bat-
talion headquarters. But Mendenhall saw the theatre of the political intrigue, i.e.,
Hue in Saigon. These latter two areas was the only Viet Nam that Americans knew during
that time, and it was the slightly Effett, volital society W q%?%g the haven of Viet
Moo

Nam's chronically critical and bickering intellectu
STAFF Dawson

SOURCE: our vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite
Harper and Rowe

NATE « r v oA aAme
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: | . CATEGORIES:
NiU, NGO DINH
: DIEM\//

COMEIN ’ ' August 1963 !

"OCCURRENCE: fThe coup ...."aborted, because, one, they did not have necessary forces.
I'm talking about the coup plotters, did not have the necessary forces to combat those
loyal to the DIEM government, namely elements of the Marines, elements of the Rangers,

presidential guard, and other units, and especially the Special Forces, which were the best

armed troops available. Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was paying to have
a cow. This was a very shrewd and calculating move on any man on the quality NGO DINH N’
who was a shrewd politician and also master of psychological warfare." pp. 22-23

P Ve e T

L e

SOURCE : 4 ' STAFF: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: 20 June 1975
FILE: —_—
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: © | :
VIETNAVESE SPECIAT, FORCES —=" CAIEGORIES:
COLBY August 1963 © | DIEM -

R

OCCURAENCL:  COLBY stated that: '"As part ol the pressure on the governmnent 1in che AUgUs.
pc?riod, in response to the fact that these SPECIAL FORCES with Vietnamese military and wit:
Vietnamese police had conducted the raid on pagodas, CIA was directed to suspend its assi:ﬁ
ance to the SPECIAL FORCES. We did not suspend our assistance to the police or to the
military who were involved in that, but CIA is an easy thing to turn off, turn on and off.
The other programs are much more difficult to turn on and off. In a simple way , I think ti
hag had a certain influence in what they did. I know it resulted in the transfer of sever:
units outside of Saigon when we said we would continue to support them." p. 78-79

SOURCE - _ : ISTAFF:

) - - R. DAWSON
Hearings, 3SCI, June 20, 1975, Colby

j
I . !
PILE: ; (PATE: 1 July 1975
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gj;l‘...,un.;»/ LWL Li vl URLLSD CATIGUR LY
wMADAME NHU _ : B
SCONEIN August 1963 i DIEM v

o

o |

??CC[JRREHJCE: CONEIN states that: "Just before August 21, 1963, there were periods the

~bonzes bumed themselves and that there had been local press releases made by MADAME NHU
Mtnat were sometimes not too well received by the Americans, and also antagonized the popul:
N ,

ption." p. 21

P

Y]
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SOURCE: | ySTAPF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ! R. DAWSON

FILE: | ‘——DATE‘ 31 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
COMMODITY IMPORT PROGRAM s P N ——
DIEM _ August 1963 @;’f‘f BT RE™
COLBY, WILLIAM vl 54 o E% 5
NGO DINH NHU , CONEIN b B RN SRR & O
OCCURRENCE :

COLBY stated that the United States sought to put pressure on President DIEM
and the government, particularly to remove NGO DINH NHU from the country, to bring about cer-
tain changes of policy in August of 1963 that was thought necessary to improve the perfor-
mance of the government of South Vietnam. Among these were the suspension of Public Law

480 aid the suspension of the commodity import.program. And also through various contacts
with dissident generals, the United States was requested whether it would stand aside if

the generals ran their own coup, and they were given the response in general terms that,
"Yes, we would stand aside, and yes, we would continue the aid program if a successor gov-
ernment took over and looked reasonably able to carry on the war.® This can only be read as
a green light to the generals. This message was passed through a CIA officer, but his cre-
ditentials were checked by the generals recelving this kind of a message, with the Ambassador
and with the Chief of the Military Aid group in Saigon so that there was no guestion
SOURCE: about what U.S. policy was, nor that the CI. 5fficer] STAFF:
was speakdng for the Ambassador with his knowledge ahd consent." R. DAWSON

ripg: Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 10-11 DATE ; 29 June 1975




¥ PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM .

g COLBY, WILLIAM ‘ A t 196 v/

& NOLTING ~

o ODGE, Hdenry Cabot

P S

OCCURRENCE: corpy testified that during August, 1973 between the change of ambassadors
from NOLTING to LODGE, that the government of South Vietnam took that period and raided
Buddists pagadas and essentially sought to surpress the Buddihist dissidence. COLBY stated
that DIEM went out and supressed this kind of active dissidence, justifying it in his mind
and publicly as not accepting this kind of dissidence during a wartime situation, which that
country was faced with. COLBY claimed that this suppression only served to adversely affect
DIEM's Image here in the United States and intensify the feeling of dissent within the educa-
ted class in Salgon and in the cities, weakened himself, rather than strengthen himself.

FF 9bed CGCT9EZHFILIPIO

SOURCE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 8-9 R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE: L9 sune 1975
PERSOHS/ENTTITES DATES: i////CATRGORIES:
-
DIEM Aug. 7, 1963 | DIEM

NOLTING, AMBASSADOR : !
RICHARDSON, JOHN |

OCCURRENCI;:  Higgins asked Diem in an interview on August 7, 1963 whether Diem thought
the United States was plotting against him. Diem replied: 'I do not think Ambassador
Nolting is plotting against me. I do not think Richardson /of the CIA/ is plotting
against me. I know there are American officials who are preparing the way in the event
the decision is taken to try and get rid of me. I cannot forsee the future. And I
cannot believe that America would turn against an ally under attack, engaged in a struggle
for its very existence. But some people are crazy--and the world is crazy. Still,
Miss Higgins, I hope that your government will take a realistic look at these young
generals plotting to take my place. How much maturity or political understanding do
they have--of their own country, let alone the world?"' (169) :

7

SOURCE:

. . . . A hahd
Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and r%g e




CATEGORIES:

1

-~

PERSONS/ENTITIES: i DATES :

r
|
| DIEM
|

| Cod (42

PR, LODGE, AMBASSADOR ] Aug. 7, 1963

CF 2hed CI9ETPFTE:PIPOA CC600 MH

OCCURREWCE :

During an interview by Higgins with DIEM on August-7, 1963 '"...Diem
sent an aide for document, which I later deduced to be a memorandum of a recent con-

versation with an American official."

"Your ambassador, ' Diem resumed, "comes and tells me that it enhances my
posture of the liberal image to permit demonstrations in the street by the Buddhists
and the political opposition...l cannot seem to convinvce the embassy that this is Viet
Nam--not the United States of America. We have had good reason to ban street demonstra-
tions in the middle of a war, and the reason is that the Viet Cong\ “eﬁgrywhere...what
would happen if the Viet Cong should infiltrate the demonstratienfh in#Saigon, toss
a bomb, kills dozens of persons, including some American pre 62 ¢What would 'liberal
opinion' say of me then? ‘Would they believe my govepnﬁEhﬁﬁvhegg t said that the Viet
Cong were responsible for the killings because only fﬁgﬁgp nunists could profit from

i,

SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,] STAFF:
1965 ' Dawson, R.
FTLE DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIRS: ‘ DATES : CATEGORTES:
? : DIEM
CARD TWO ; Cad Z'4f21’
GCCURRENCE : '

(continuation) : ‘
sgch an event? Consider what happened at Hue. These plastic bombs were throw by the
Viet Cong...but-whom did the Americans blame? They blamed me--the President of Viet
Nam-- and the Vietnamese Army. Would they be any more charitable nexgtime? This is
not child's play; I am not inventing Viet Cong terror. Yet when I rato¥protect the
people of this country--including the Americans--by good police woR wﬁ%@ping control in
the streets, I am accused of persecuting the Buddhists'" (167 Erentd
ey

‘ _ _ : STAFF

L06e © Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,; Dawson, R.
965 d '

FTT R : [.\ friges )

FTLE _ i DATE D July 2, 1975

SOURCE:




PERSONS/ENTITIES ffij1¢ing, Aub. DATES: CATEGORIES :
) Affair, Saigon Embassy]

{ilshan, Roger, Assistapt Secretary of Stgte > b//
[Trueheart, William] [ﬁchlm, Director, YsSTA g/u}/g; rewd

Sret—Hem—
Cacd (U{,Z

ARD 1 OCCURRENCE : Higgins points out that on August 14, 1963, Hilsman, in a voice of America
broadcast, declared that the Buddhist crisis was "beginning to affect the war effort."
Higgins decided to check this story with the Saigon Embassy in approached Milting, who
was at that time in conference with Trueheart and Mechlin. Milting told Higgins that
"Our report shows that the Buddhist crisis is not having any impact at all--though,
of course, it could if riots become severe enough to necessitate diverting front-line
troups.”

"We have made a special check," the Ambassador continued, " of the rumor that Bud-
dhist and Catholics are eating apart an Army messes. Nothing to it. I don't know what
Hilsman based this statement on. But he isn't basing it on anything that went out of
his Embassy, the military mission, or the CIA." Mechlin,guﬁfested to Milting that
perhaps he should not publicly deny Hilsman's co msnﬁ%&f@%?ﬂglsman was, after all,
Milting's boss." Higgins, returning to Newgfar _”%gjéggghﬁhereafter, called Hilsman

(Continued on Card 2) A v ]

SOURCE: oOur Vietnam Nightmare by Margue%"te Higgins, _ STAFF : pawson
Harper and Rowe

|
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FILE: - DATE: july 3, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : " CATEGORIES :

CZth/ ¢Z 65{211
OCCURRENCE: Card 2

to find out what was the basis for his broadcast. Hilsman conceded that in fact he had
based his account upon the reports in the New York Times and other press dispatches out -

a9 SECREI

SOURCE: ‘ STAFF:

FILE: ’DATE:
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PERSONS/ENT LT LES : DATES : CATEGORI1ES:
Diem 14 August 1963 | Diem ¥
Vmgyﬂ' N 57 0 Foon rrea s
OCCURRENGET— g ! §3§9 éi}gkréﬁh€;§?h 3
i WOH eBE Ul T
In the @urrent Intelligence Memorandum (OCI 2339/63): "Coup Rumors in
. South Vietnam" the following quotation appeared: ". . . the coup reports

and rumors which have arloen since the Buddhist crisis seem to reflect
some serious coup plottlng,Awe have no fiirm evidence of advancalplanning
by any group to attempt to overthrow the regime . . ." (2).

—

SOURCE : STAFF:
1967 I.G. R t .
FILE: 20T eport, part C, . DATE:
Cage e _______513295 _______
PERSONS/BNT TIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM 8/21/63 Diem?”
Ball, Undersecretary of State
Helms, Richard , peny i s
Colby, Wm. i?l{ra' d ( ‘;1 f?,,“fi*”f"
OCCURRENCE: : “ i ' 5
OCLURARIL W ooyl o

On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and police attacked the occupwed
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including the DCL, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on'notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was
%ointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."
2)

: ] E -~
v ol v » R . 1 .o
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. . - N [+ 5 -
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SOURCE : [ STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, Part C RD

FILE: DATE :
6/28/75

Cage



PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CATEGORIES:
DIEM
OCCURRENCE : ”th)?tf“4
A ey { ,.3.

b
G
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o
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hard evidence of 1, roment have been received s of plot-
. - min - - Whil i
situation dangerous. " ?gg action, the Buddhist issue contisuggegg ;:kgoth
_ e
SOURCE : T
1967 I.G. Re ' )
- port, P
FILE: > rart €,.p.3
— Cage
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES :
21 August 1963
CONEIN
DINH
NGO DINH NHU, .GENERAL DON
OCCURRENCE:

"During the period between 21 August and the lifting of marshall law on 16
September, GENERAL DINH actually considered himself the hero of Vietnam and the savior of
the DIEM regime. DINH, on approximately 31 August had the audacity to inform both President
DIEM and counsellor NHU that he was thelr savior and requested a ministerial post for himsel!
NHU's reaction was to order him to Dalat for a rest." During this period of time, DINH
realized that he had been played for a dupe by DIEM. The generals would recognize this fact
and GENERAL DON started playing on DINH's vanity by telling him that he was a real hero and
that, above all, should have been thanked by DIEM and NHU for saving the government. ‘

pp. 12-13 '

SOURCE: . STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975 , Exhibit 1, Conein R. DAWSON
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PERSOMNS/ENTITIES: DATES: \//CATEGORIES:
Diem August 21, 1963 Diem

PR %
ﬁs‘&,
%
‘Q‘ﬁ

OCCURRENCE: ‘paed—1)r
Higgins characterizes the raids grxXakmi on the Xaloil an&”‘ ”g
August 21, 1963, as the turning polnt in American policy towa%ﬁ Viet Nam. She states
that this crystalizes the feelings of a powerful action inside the Kennedy Administration
that Diem had to be opposed.
" raised stories from Saigon scene that had all the inventiveness of an
Or1ental Ian Fleming. Soldiers in battle dress were wearing gasmasks ''stormed” into
shortly after midnight. A , of bells, a blood-curdling

scream shattered the spirits serenity. One eye witness professed to see
two monks thrown twenty feet from a balcony. Extravagant rumors about the number of
death and wounded spread like a wild malignancy.

"When the United Nations in Viet Nam investigated the rumors in ok
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ Gontinmre—to—C ths (afer
SOURCE: Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins

Harper and Rowe
. whs had beem | DATE: July 2, 1975

6F 2begd CT9EZFZE{PIOOA GG60C MH

STAFF ! pawson

7%6 ———— tnves Fisadors fa&ﬁklajV@%”z
FILE: present” darws) fue adue alfaw X los ang clreslase. @!’o-‘i‘/

- —————————— —————— ———, ————, —— v " o’ " —— — ———————— —— ", ——— — o —— i ——————— - . - ——— " ok St vows 40, O . . e %

PhRSONS/ENT TIES DATES: CATEGORIES:

DIEM 8/21/63 Diem

Ball, Undersecretary of State 4

Helms, Richard ) e O ‘L - . -
COlby’: Win. 8 ;;}F'j} ( E %\s; ' ;
— PO oW

On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and police attacked the occupied
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including. the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."

(2)
snd e hiy T e B
SOURCE : [ STAFF:
1967 1.G. Report, Part C _ RD
FILE: DATE :

Cage ©6/28/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CATEGORIES

DATES :

|

21 AUG. thru
16 SEFT.

OCCURRENCE:

[ STAFF:

Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, “———"Dawson

page 12.

sepe: 6/30/75

UATES: . CATHOGORLES:

21 AUG. thrdy
16 SEPT. '6

Hearings,
page l2.

S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

wsnr'ﬁ—]_‘i": Dawson

DATE : 6/30/75



PERSONS/ENTITIES:

HILLSMAN, Roger (Assistant

Secretary of State for Par

Eastern Affairs)
CIA

DATES::

8/22/63

ITET

A

CATEGORLIES @

IG 9beg GI9EZFCEPIdOd GG605 MH

OCCURRENCE :

H

On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR
message appeared: "Ref dept. telegram in process.
not yet seen) states basic line to be taken and directs that it be pushed
at all levels. HilZsman requested Hgs. send companion telegram to station
pointing out this is one technique to bring about surfacing of where and

who real power is.
ing US 8. objective.

%

3

ik ol ?iU;JQE“:'W{ﬁ‘y:ﬁ’m
334

", 0 3

ﬁEAFﬁi

; H
), the follow

Reftel (which Hgs.

Pressing this line could maximize possibility of obtain-
Even if it does not succeed, it can substantially

assist in identification of alternate or successor leadership with necessary
drive, abilities and ambition, to incorporate in our overall contingency
planning and serve as focus of build-up program.

Hgs. will comment e L

SOURCE : | | STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, Part C RD

\ e mt .

FILE: Cage DATE: 6/28/75
EERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HILLSMAN, Roger (Assistant

Secretary of State for Far 8/22/63 Diem

Eastern Affairs)

- LaLD 2 {2
OCCURRENCE: ] -
S Qe
CARD #2_ d ) é‘f E‘raxztgh&l“. |

further detail after seeing message, if necessary, but passes above at

HilXsman's request." (3)
2

SOURCE: STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, part C’f)'j DATES RD
FILE:  (Cage 6/28/75
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R R OTEY AT DATES CATEGORIES:
CIA ‘

7/

RICHARDSON, John (CIA station 8/22/63 Diem ¥
chief in Saigon) '
Saigon Embassy U K
DIEM ' :

OCCURRENCE:

On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0208) Chief of
,Station RICHARDSON forwarded his personal views concerning alternate
leadership: ". . . Recent events have made us feel that hope for civilian
government to replace DIEM administration is unrealistic. The solution
seems even more improbable than ever before. Would appear that we should

have either DIEM or military junta.. . . View time factor have not coordinated
this message with embassy but we have exchanged views fully on subject mat-
ter." (3-4) ) A
SOURCE: ' STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, part C, P34 RD
FILE: DATE :
............ A e T 6/28/75
¥ e bt e i e e == T B BE § DY - ; -
— . CATEGORIES:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: i V/_________-
HILLSMAN, ROGER ueust F DIEM
'LODGE, HENRY CABOT 2 ey o e

CONEIN

; : o t Saigon was -

OCCURRENCE: LODGE arrived on 22 or 23 August. When he arrived hzhzigngaghgeen many con-
é;qg "Durine tnis period of these attacksion the pagodas, talking about doing some
ta;tg ﬁzgf-by a lotQOf people to anybody who woulg %iZFinligdtgiih girfé%ent generalé and

. ot doing & ith the existing regime, I had ta o ' shich
thing about qun% a~a¥ g;n't recall if it was the 23rd or 2Mth,.we received a gi:leoiahQaC
thi Oni 12 ﬁﬁ%ﬁi a;—the famous ROGER HILLSMAN cable which practically gave us 8 =
Jater bee :

that this type of thing could not continue." pp. 21-22

STAFE :

SOURCE:

1 R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

NnATE « S
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 23 August 1963 ! DIEMv"
OCCURRENCE :

"There was a lot of talk of coups. We met with generals on Qifféregt occasig
I met with them, other people had also. We had met with colonels and junior offlgeis. th
we anticipated éhat there would be some type of action taken in the latter part of August.
p. 22. '

SOURCE: ISTAFF:
; ! . DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein i R. DA
FILE: I 30 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARRTMAN, W. Averrel (Undersecretarfy 4
of State for Political Affairs) 8/24/63 Diem
HEIMS (Deputy Director for Plans, (JIA) R
RUSK, Dean (Secretary of State) ISl PRI
QILPATRICK  Racweall (Deputy Sec J L i .
OCCURRENCE: of Defense) 7 :

«"E} |88 p‘ by ryg Eb

. o RTTR W 1?&3&3@ E;‘
On August 24, 1963, in a telephone call from HARRIMAN to HELMS at 2000
hours, HARRIMAN outlined to HEIMS the substance of what eventually turned
out to be Deptel 2U3 to Saigon. In notes recorded by HELVS, in response to
HELMS' query, "HARRIMAN confirmed that the thrust of the telegram contained
an implicit pullout of American forces and support if the Nnus' were not
ousted. HARRIMAN said the message had been cleared With Hyannispord}4 with
the Secretary of State and with Mr. GILPATRICK.'"(4) :

SOURCE: -STAFF:

1967 I.G. Report, part 0,10J1 RD

DATE :
Cage T &/28/7%

FILE:




PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES:
HILSMAW, Romer (Ass't. Sec.State for DIEM
Far Fastern Aff -- FE) [ 25 Aupust 1963 _ v

P
SRR

-: I;l,“l) (‘, i “"I‘ ;
ER R - W A ';
!1 eiC gl (1P
OCCURRENCE S R TN R R WO
On August 25, 1963, in a cable from HILSMAN to LODGE (personal), sent via CIA channels
(DIR 63854), there appeared the following message:

LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN)

"State cable sent separately represents égonizing at highest levels. Course outlined is
dangerous but all agree that delaying clear cut US stand is even more dangerous. It won't
be easy for you, but be assured we will back you all the way." (5)

FC 9begd CGCT9EZHFILIPIOOA GG60C MH

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, p. 5 - P EEAEEE pawson
Ther ¢
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTLTIES: DATES : 1’ CATEGORIES:
cin 25 Aug, 1963 | v
LODGE, Henry Cabot { DA
T ONT Y L AN T
T SR ]
OCCURRENCE : TSIV U s L nd i &

In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 63855), of August 25, 1963, the following message appeared:
"FYI CIA not consulted re cable being sent separately, which however cleared at hipghest
levels. In circumstances believe CIA must fully accept directives of policy makers and seek
ways accomplish objectives they seek. While have not seen exact text, understand it invites
LODGE final judgment. . . . Danger in present course of action appears to be throwing away
bird in hand before we adequately identified birds in bush, or songs they may sing. Thus
susgest a real search for courses of action which might retain options in our hands at same
time as taking positive stand rather than waiting for situation to clarify (at which point we
probably unable to affect it.) This boils down to seeking some middle ground for at least
interim period. . . ." (7)

SOURCE: 1.G. REPORT 1967, p. 7 - | STAFF: Dawson



FLRSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

‘@IARDSON, Saigon Chief of Station 25 Avupust 1963 DIEM Y~
ANH, General (SVN)
‘M

: . N T SADT NIRRT
IRA, CIA officer in Saigon rﬁ'{zt\r’h f\ f‘, { "'! Al [
PCCURRENCE: I N PR Y ¢
———————— ; L “

1t CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0291), the following message appears on August 25, 1963:
>

% S ” SNER/A d an immediate meeting with
JREF OF STATION RICHARDSON reports that GENERAL KHANH requeste ‘

’iﬂ&lﬁ {an officer of the CIA Saipon Station). At the meeting KHANH requested assur'a_ng:g;l that
& U.S. Government would support the VIETNAMESE ARMY if it should move against the DI
maME. " (7) :

[-1]
'~}
[}
o
& ]
SOURCE: TI.G. REPORT 1967, p. 7 STAFF : Dawson
('}3;2.'7’(,
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTLT1ES ¢ DATES: | CATEGORIES ;
I o
CIA 26 fugust 1963 | DIEM +°

\ TITT AN T TN TV TN ETN R T
' ' TN ERTANTTY
OCCURRENCE: H 7] ” L
"ONE Staff Memorandum, No. 60-63, Internal ONE
" the following statement appears:

on August 26, 1963, in a CIA document entitled
Jorking Paper, CIA Distribution Only,

'On balance, we believe the best ho

pe for the preservation of US interests and attainment
>f US objectives in South Vietnam 1

ies in the possibility of a coup d'etat by anti-Communist
rationalists with sufficient military support to obviate prolonged civil war. Such a Froup
night not prove able to salvage the situation and, indeed, might eventually prove no better
:han the present repime. Such a development would, however, enable the US and anti-Communist
ationalist elements to make a fresh start unencumbered and unhampered by political errors of
ast years, months, and weeks. In such a fresh start, we believe, lies the only viable hope
‘or the attainment of US interests and objectives in South Vietnam." (8)

SOURCE: 1.G, REPORT 1907, Part C, p. B I 'STAFE :

FTT.R.



g PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
GIEIMS, Richard LODGE, Henry Cabol DIEM +/
“CARIER, Gen. Marshall KENNEDY, John F. | 26 August 1963
U CIA T AN
TEM DEPTEL 243 . B b
&ELT, ADM. IHarry D. (CINCPAC) el

2 OCCURRENCE:

-3

Mn August 26, 1963, HEIMS' record of a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam, is below. The other
FIA participant was GENERAL MARSHALL CARTER, DDCI.

=]

w The question was raised as to whether there had been such a significant change in the Vietnam
Ssituation that 1t really appeared desirable to dump the NHU's and possibly DIFM himself. Prin-
feipal points discussed were: ADMIRAL FELT's concern over the dangers inherent in the current
@S action in South Vietnam; the fact that LODGE had not seen DIEM to discuss the future role
of the NHU's; the meaning of the phrase 'give direct support to military commanders' in DEPTEL
2433 the question of succession; and what would happen if the action taken over the weekend
failed. The PRESIDENT asked for another session on August 27 with participants to present
biographic data on key SVN personalities and a contingency plan for the succession." (8-9)

SOURCE: 1 .G, REPORT 1967 , Part C, pp. 8-9 STAFF:  pawson

DATE:
FILE: HOLD 28.6.75

RICHARDSON KHIIM
Conery 2 John MINH
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
KENNFEDY, John F, HARKINS (MAC/V)
msoMs (DD/P) CIA 27 Aug. 1963
COLRY, William DEPTEL 213 Y v |
CARITER - }\ﬂ)? E‘: 2 r’ Tk Wit
LODGE, Henry Cabot :iyﬁi. SN EeRE| ,f{;gy F1
IRARALS| B AR LN AS SR A
OCCURRENCE: e RS REDURCE SV SR SV SR R |

On August 27, 1963, there was a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam. The record was taken
HEIMS or by COLBY for the CIA, and the other CIA participants were CARTER and HELMS:

Dy

"The PRESIDENT stated that a coup should not be attempted unless it would be successful and
asked whether we could turn back at this point. The PRESIDENT' asked that the judsment of
LODGE and HARKINS be sought on the prospects for victory or defeat of a coup. A cable was
drafted asking if they still agreed with their concurrences to DEPIEL 243." (9-10)

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 9-10

FILE
Lﬂwwm;ﬁu; i
EPTEL 2473 DEPTE ’
KENNEDY, John F. FIEL 256 27 hug. 1963 | prmq

LOGE, Henry Cabot
HARKINS, John (Commander, MAC/V)
OCCURRENCE:

STAFF:  Dawson
DATE : 28.6.75
CATEGORIES :

SN
an

T

.' 4
','?‘
!

In a State telegram to Saigon (DEPTEL 256), on August 27, 1963
* >

"Examination of reports to date g i

: e glves consid

Proceeding from the concept outlined R 3y oo

appraisal of present prospects Hi

: : > . . Highes i
of dgveloplng situation, presently fa e aerity
to give you all :

possible s
that'developing upport in best available cours

evidence makes it wise to modify."

S I S e v

the following message appeared:

) but leaves unanswered questi
in DEPTEL 243 as modified, now desire o promot i

your prompt interiﬁ

asks whether you and PR,
vor operation as currently planned by WRKINS, in Light

SOURCE: 1 4. ReronT 1967, Part C, p. 10

FILE:

STAFF: Dawson



' CATEGORIES:
DATES : LALRBOR LS
CIsNOUHS/Zinive' L LSS e —
GEN. DINH GL? :

11717863

=)
ébUNSELLER NHU

~ 1 ~ t
ity inform both Presiden
imately 31 August, had the audacity to info

Dirh, on approxi

. ial
i i sted a ministeria
ller Nhu that he was their savior and reque
Diem and Counse» é
post for himself.

gc afegd CT9EZPZL:PIDOQ

- o b . £_- ne S’.PA ];;F . Daw-snon
- - 6/20/ Conein, lixhibit one, ———r
- TEANRO S 3y e 539 C .I. 2 6/20//5 >
SOURCE:  Hearings, 5.5.
o pages l1l2-13. — 6/30/15
FTLE: e e SR R
'”..?;uNS/uNTLTLES:
——— W/ LNTLTIES

CATEGORIES:
?lCHARDSON, John

DIim v~

k!ftﬁfz) C\J?=ﬁll-l‘.1 !
ga CUL R dbim oo
igon (sAIg 0363) that:
has reached point of no return, . Unless the £enerals agp -
ing able to launch theip operations, we
ance to win...

; € neutraligeg before
believe they wil] act and that
.We al1 understangd that the effort
done on our p

SOURCE;

1.G. REPORT 1967, papt C, p. 10

ILE:

DATE . -



2 LLRSONS/ENTIPIES: ' 5

E?&JEKECUPDHSCOHMP : DATES: ~ CATEGORIES:
IELMS, Richard "
2w, 29 Aug. 1963 DI <
CIA ' '
?GZNI\IEIDY, John F,

=  OCCURRENCE: A u‘}‘.‘f"' ARSI

gt 2 NATTONAL SECUR oS i VST WO By v iy ey v g 1)
C SECURITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTER i :
glth a record taken by DD/P HELIS, Shows thatI’I'l‘l.uIZ meeting on Vietnam on August 29, 1963,

[
YThe consensus was that HARKINS should confirm to the

oens Fenerals that 5

;ggziegor;fg?ggtigg ;':pres:gtgd the views of the US government %erghsafpggiggggtfzgtcm
s needed on w 5 ene . . ing to do

'gt v Militams Ty pas Meec hat the generals were in fact planning to do and whether

, At v
BRESIDENTTAL approval ./ (12) elegram giving the sense of the meeting was drafted for

(Other CIA participants were not identified.) (12)

SOURCE: ——

~————=*  I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 12 STAFF® Dawson
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:

KENNEDY, JOHN F. BUNDY, McGeorge /

RUSK, Dean NSC Exec. Com. 28 Aug. 1963 DIEM *

McNAMARA, Robert LODGE, Henry Cabo} A e

TAYLOR, Maxwell HARKINS = John 5'-,%“‘ ‘;-.\,\“J'; ot fi‘-:.:-;“l!a__-i_" L

’ A S R & S

OCCURRENCE : AT T 17 i fes

On August 28, 1963, the PRESIDENT met privately with RUSK, McNAMARA, TAYLOR, and McGEORGE
BUNDY. He reported to the rest of the NSC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE merely that three telegrams _
were being sent to Saigon: a personal message to LODGE from the PRESIDENT, a general message
from the DEPARIMENT to the AMBASSADOR, and a telegram from TAYLOR to HARKINS. (11)

(This is reflected in notes taken by HEIMS (DD/P) of the NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE meeting on Vietnam. Other CIA participants are not identified.) (11)

SOURCE: I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 11 STAFF: Dawson

FILE: DATE: 28.6.75



i i iito: pusK DATES : :' CATEGORIES :
;bHHSON, Lyndon B. McHAMARA 30 Aug. 1963 f DIEMv//
s BUNDY ' :
@\RTE:R g TN e SR
" v L gk \. R "
_(“,‘_DLLBY | A ( [ {! Vet
¢ OCCURRENCE: X

FUHH e

s 3 . 5
--n.\“’l‘? \‘l‘ oA
v Lo

0 Aupust 30, 1963, there was a VICE PRESIDENTTAL meeting on J

Tetnam, with HELMS, CARTER,
apd COLBY participating. The record is provided by C/FE COLBY
N

which shows that:

[
"BUSK referred to recent cable traffic and said that he was not even sure whom we were dealing
#2th or what they were planning. McNAMARA pointed out that there was some question whether
tHe generals ever did have a plan. BUNDY said he had re-read the earlier traffic and noted
st they never saigq they did. GEN. CARTER said he believed that the general's coup was not
l&kely at this stage and that in another week we will be approximately where we were before
‘Be attack on the Buddhist temnles. BUNDY suppested we consider additional contingencies
@fore the GROUP and whether the assumption that NIU is impossible is well founded." (13)

SOURCE: "1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFF: Dawson

FILE:

———-—.—-—-——.—.——--———-—_-.—_—.-—

PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : CATEGORIES :
HNSON, Lyndon B.  HARKINS
(J;gus? i CARTER 31 Aug. 1963
RUSK HEIMS
McNAMARA
LODGE,

OCCURRENCE:

At a VICE PRESIDENITAL meeting on Vietnam, on August 31, 1963, a record by C/FE COLBY reflects
that:

"RUSK sugpested we look at precisely what in the Yietnam situation made Bs ghégk ?f atcggg
and what might be done to improve conditions in Vietnam. McNAMARA Sugg§OteRU°Kedilgzted
quirement was reestablishment of comnunica@ion betweep LODGE and HARKIN;.. }to ! zﬁe o
that a telepram be prepared for Saigon making sugpestions as to what we might as

to do."™ (14)

DDCI CARTER and DD/P HELNMS.also participated.)

. : STAFF: Dawson
SOURCE: I.G. REPORT 1967’ Part C, p. 14



ZPERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES :

MBKTIHS 31 Aug. 1963 DIEM v/
HE 1 -
I

{
L
l

' SRR Sl
o . ; {'\[53 5?3[’!r\ '\F,x‘
"BOCCURRENCE : T ' e

H .
npAugust 31, 1963, in the Saigon Station's chronology of August 1963 coup activ1t1es, the
R lowing report appears:

ha

;ENERAL HARKINS was authorized to meet with KHIEM to give KHIEM assurances of UG backing.
HAEM showed a reluctance to talk and suggmested that HARKINS meet with GENERAL MIMHI. WHTEM
ognented that MINH had called off the plamning and was working on other methods which KHTEM
®ld not describe. KIIIM further staLed that the generals were not ready as they did not have
Wurh forces under their control. " HARKINS decided not to give KHIEM assurances which he had

2@n authorized to impart. LODGE approved HARKINS' decision on 31 August after HARKINS re-
orted."  (13) ,

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFF: Dawson
FILE: DATE:  28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
« Fall 1965 | Diem v
State bDepartment flcCone :
Defense Department
OCCURRENCE :

Colby stated that the "...in this situation we were having almost daily
mectings with senior olficials in the CIA, State Honlercnt Delense NDe-
partment and so lovth, in the basement of “the White llouse and there was

no owostLon that ths was pational policy and hammered out. ...at these
meetings, these were the mecetings at which Hr. McCone and T arcued very
strongly .that we should not move against the Diem government we should

continue "to work with it." Page 306

CEoprT



2 PERSONS/ENTTTIES: | DATES : CATEGORIES :
CONEIN : Fall 1963 | pmM

CS60C

OCCURRENCE:

CQNEIN stated that: there was dissidence within the coup group, the people who
were going to pull the coup and one general didn't like the other general. The best way I
can describe it, if you had three Vietnamese generals sitting and talking to you, one genera!
would talk, walk out of the room to go to the “'john", two would tell you, don't trust that
one, and finally the one who had out-waited the other two, there would be one left, and he
would say, don't trust those two. p. 31

CT9EZHZE PIOPA

Z9 abeg

SOURCE: ' ]STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE

July 1, 1975

PERSCNS/ENTITIES: DATES: 5 CATEGORIES:
COLBY '

(
Fall 1963 E DIEM v//
LODGE, HENRY CABOT : |
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
_.,§%A§?rpggﬁgﬁ@mmP :
DUCURKENCUL S corBy stated that "I would say that the embassy's position, the political
secticn and the ambassador, was much more sympathetic to the preposition that the war couls
not successfully be conducted with President DIEM still in power without a major change in
his style of operation. However, there is an additional factor, this which was the publi~
pressure on the policy levels of our government in Washington, and the United States, and
think this public pressure was felt particular by the people in the NATIONAL SECURITY COUN’
and by the people in the STAIE DEPARIVENT." p. 61

SOURCE: ,STAFF:
————— R. DAVSON
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@PERSONS/ENTITIES: D[TAS CATEGORIES:

ur_
COLBY o : | "~ .

g qef\cra( ((N{K,w& Fall 1963 ; DIEM/

AIODGE H.C -

2NSC

o
N

{

[ stated

WOCCURRENCE: Mp, COLBY‘that: "The Defense Department was almost totally in a position th:

Hthe wars in the countryside, that the countryside seems to be going along reasonably well,
that this (DIEM's continuance in office) is an urban problem, urban political problem whic:

& should not interfere with the main things going on. This was true of the Secretary and

& General HARKINS out there and the Joint Chiefs here and soO forth". p. 62

(=)}
w i
SOURCE STAIE: R. Dawson
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby OATE
oaln: 1 July 1
FILE: y 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
N o
Fall 1963 ! DIEM /
LODGE, #-C- )
COLBY

OCCURRENCE: (OLBY stated in response to a question as to whether there was any serious
attempt to persuade DIEM to leave office voluntarily that: "There had certainly been dis-
cussions to have NHU leave Vietnam at various times". But, "there was almost no direct
contact between our ambassador LODGE and President DIEM, very little contact." P. 66




E?ERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - i CATEGORIES:
@ COLBY ’ S
2 Fall 1963 | DIEM o
u - .
UNSP
o STATE DEPARTMENT
“('“ RRENCI: COLBY stated that the publlc pressure that was brought upon or was felt by

Lhe NATIONAd SLCURITY COUNCIL and by the people in the STATE DEPARTMENT was "one of distas:
for President DIEM." p. 61

¥9 2hegd GT9ETFEE

NI .
-.)'\J\JlnCE .

Hearings, SSCI, June 20. 1975, Colby
[P R BON

s " s — — " — —{— T ot . T PV S (o 1 i e e o o e s 0 S e ot e Gy e o " T~ ——— o -y

PERSONS/ENTITIES:
COLBY
PRESIDENT KENNEDY

GENERAL KRULAK
MR, MENDELHAY

OCCURRENCE: OLBY stated that: "Tne most dramatlc way in wn_lch this was posed, this has
been described publicly a number of times, was that at one time, particularly with the
frustrating period the President (Kennedy) faced with these two strong positions, he sent
two officers, one a General Krulak, who was an assistant to Secretary McNamara and a Mr.
Mendelhay, who had formerly been the political counsellor in Saigon, to Saigon for about
five days to make an assessment on the spot and they came back to the camera room, and one
sat on one end of the room and one sat on the other and General Krulak first said he had b.
to 20 provinces and talked to 20 provinces and 30 military chiefs and all that sort of thir
and the war business (was) going on basically and there were some problems, but the thing
was that they seemed to have a strategy and they seemed to be moving along on it, then

- Mendelhay said he went to three cities and talked to lots of civil servants and political
people, and all the rest of it and there was a general feeling that the cause hopeless be-
cause there was so much distaste for President DIEM and so much opposition, and the genera:
feellng that the war could not be won. And the President, of course, looked at them and

SOUR’ ﬁ,&u, )d yod Yosa Lot ldo T g Sanie C,{)uufr./ i Hrd Heo STAFF.

Hearings, sscT, June 20, 1975, Colby mf{i’fzfﬁi; ‘iﬂ ff;ey itzy ; R. DAWSON
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5 PERSUNS /ZLNT LU L RS DATES: CATEGURLES $

yghh, Tonthat 9/63
Y=}

M, Heo Dinh

g
>
E-

g

o OCCURRENCE:

‘I

onein stated that Diem and WNhu did not understand Dinii's role as a dJdouble
&ent. Dien or Mhu had planned to have a Bravo T and a Bravo TT that Dicm

| ‘Tiwl would have their own coun and co down to Vonnotau as il thev were
aping and there would irmmediately be a counter-coup to bring Diem--all
115’,1Lcd by ®hu back to power by popular acclamation. So on iHovember 1

1 p.m, in the afternocon when troops were moving it was assumed by Dien

I dhu that this was part of Diem's nlan to have a counter-coup. Papge 606-05.

:Q IQS"Z

c9 al;?vsf

SOURCE:  jjearings, SSC, Conein, June 20, 1975 ‘ STAFF: Nawson
’ i

FILE: | DATE: 7/1/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES:

CONEIN .

DINH September 1963 |  DIEM &

GENERAL DON

HUAN, Corrma.nding Officer, Military

Dalaot
l.y CI.U LA AL
OCCURRH@&T DON promised DINH that he would personnaly speak to the President on DINH's

behalf and that he would ask that DINH be granted the Ministry of Interior, while he, DON,
would ask for the Ministry of National Defense., DINH believed that DON had his personal
interest at heart and DON did in fact make such an appeal to the President to enlarge his
povernment, but made the proposal in such a way that it would have been impossible for DIEM
or NHU to accept. Deadlines were given. DINH was informed that the President would give hii
the ministerial post. After the deadlines had passed and DINH had not received what he tho-
ught was his proper recognition, GENERAL DON and other officers including HUAN continued to
lend sympathy to DINH.while DINH was still waiting for his ministerial post. p. 13

T— s

SOURCE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein



:E:-;m_*m__-"_ﬁw_"-*w_,wp

o PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES::
o PERSON NTIT
© GENZRAL MINH , |
e KEEEM : September 1963 ! DIEM “/
o LODGE, tlcan! CABOT :
e DON, GENERAL
2 CONELN f s, and at th
B 5CCURRENCE: "During the month of September, there was still more talk of coups, 1 ab th
0 time. tne month of September, I had been told by Ambassador LODGE that I was to monlegH i
o 1éﬁﬁin}von1y . .That T was to convey any messages. I had conveyed messages to BIG T
& gn two Sccasiéés GENERAL KHIEM on one occasion. I had met with GENEBAL KHIEM angi?.t R
& on another occasion. On several occasions, I had met with GENERAL DON and other military
w leaders." p. 23
g
m
o
(=]
SOURCE: STAEY o
—_— . R. DA
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FTLE: ' DATE: 59 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTILTI1ES:: DATES: ! CATEGORIES:
RICITARDSON, John B '
DIEM } DIEMV
NHU 2 Sept. 1963 -
o A ¢ q ™ F e :
Vg)ﬁ TUHG i ﬂ ﬂa &‘ /f A f"\ =
> . PiS] ! b NS SN & Ll ¥
OCCURRENCL : NN N Y B

on September 2, 1963, ‘ o
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0523),/the I.G. REPORT provides the following sunmary:

"RICHARDSON cabled a damage assessment. He concluded that DIFM and the NHU's are fully aware
Ehat the USG encouraged the GENERALS to attempt a coup and that CIA was the instrumentality of
this encouragement. He judged there was an even possibility that all major programs could

o forward as in the past. He listed as a major dilemma the Stations future relationships with
COL. TUNG. He noted his dissatisfaction with TUNG as a GVN liaison vehicle through which to
conduct PM programs, but noted that the GVUN had offered no alternative. Unless we were willing
to discontinue our NVN, Laos border, and cross~border programs, we must continue to work with
TUNG . [NOTE: PM programs = paramilitary programs) -

"The Times of Vietnam published charges that the CIA was plotting and financing a couy:
and was giving asylum to the chief anti-DIEM Buddhist leader. The story was picked up and widely
nlaved by the New York Daily Mews, the Chicago Tribune, Baltimore Sun, and other prominent

SOURCE: newspapers.’" (15~106) STAFF @

- B e T T h s B ™ ‘ ~ - a

Dawson




2 PLIBUNS/ENT LT LES: ' DATES: CALEGORLES

KENNEDY, John F. DIIM _

HBILMS NHU 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM

CRLBY BUNDY :

RUSK " MADAME NHU
b TN e
© OCCURRENCE: BB N ‘

I\:g a PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, ﬁIELMS and COLBY prov;de the fol-
1@w1n0' summary :

N

&USK stressed the immediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. LUNDY pointed out
tshe necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
geming meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction.
IRISK agreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing, MADAME NHU but
expressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. RUSK
@mmented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT
replied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

SOURCE: T ,G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 ' STAFF:  payson
FILE:

DATE:  28.6.75




B LHSUNS/ENP LT (1S DATES: CATEGORIES :

WNEDY, John F. DIEM ' .

BHS NHU , . 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM

Ry BUNDY :

USK " MADAME, NHU B2 oo - iy ey o

o . LAY OFTare oo
80CCURRENCE : g SN

2 Tpbiice’ L o

t*a PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963,

.

owing summary:

S and COLBY provide the fol-

A 2743

ﬁ&SK stressed the immediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out
He necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
qging meeting, as one of LODCE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this directlon.
(@K agreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing MADAME NHU but
pressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. RUSK
@mented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT
eplied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 ]STAFF: Dawson
FILE: DATE: o8 6.7%

PERSOMS/ENTITLIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Special Forces  CIA payments
CIA 8 Sept. 1963 B
Tung, Col. ) ,zll%”jqi'f.i. SR
) .‘_.! = _‘.,._;:-_..:,.._..;.-_.4-‘_1..‘;.:":'{3.;.;_.'{.3._
OCCURRIZNCE : ' o e g TR 1

On 8 Septenber 1963 wire services In pronminent newspapers carried a story that the
Special Forces troops who raided the pagodas on the 21 Avgust were still being
pald sceretly by CIA. This story was: attributed YO a highly reliable source in
Vashington and gave details of support to Col. Tung 1n the amount of $33000,900 |
amually, and of payment of'$250,000 on 3 September. The sory was datelined in ‘
Washington and in Manila.  David Bell warned in a television Interview that the
U.S. Congress might cut pack aid to Victnam unless the Diam government changed
its policy. - '

SOURCE: [ STAFF:

ok ) . . ) Dawson
IG Report 1967 (CIA) , p. 17 DATE :
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Krulqff,PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ’ CATEGORIES:

~

Crimiusk, Victor Gen.,|Mendenhall,Jos. A.l 10 Sept. 1963

ELEY

Counterinsurgency Specialist lUN Adviso

)

Joint Chiefs of Staff Bureau Fap Eastern DIEM
Rusk, Dean Sec. of State - ffairs___
MeCone,—Joh Kennedy ,.JhbnF.,

T
OCCURRENCE ¢ Richardson,John

At a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with Carter and Colby in attendance, the
following $§?3Pg.by Colby is provided of the meeting of September 10, 1963.

General QraTAs reported his findings in Vietnam. His conclusions were that the

war was going ahead at an impressive pace and that the Vietcong war could be won

if current U.S. military and socologiqg} programs are continued. Mendenhall, the
State representative who accompanied Gfeiapk, expressed the view that there was
complete breakdown of the Slagon civilian govermment In the security situations in

the provinces had deteriorated. The President asked where the two gentlemen had been
insame country. Rusk suggested that the focus be on what happened in July and August
that reversed the optimistic judgments in May and June. Mr. MeCone talked from a
personal telegram wnhich he had recelved Richardson recommending against any cut in aid.

SOURCE Y STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 Dawson
FILS: DATE:
6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES: CATEGORIES:
Diem ‘
Richardson, Chief of Station CIA Siagon DIEM

10 Sept 1963

OCCURRENCE:

On 10 September 1963 in a cable from the CIA station in Siagon (SAIGOT760) to
Washington, the following quotation appears: "Am inclined to feel general of ficers
will seek evolutionary accomodation with Diem, (if he permits them to do S0)
unless overall situation clearly deteriorates, there = \ ’
is breakdown of civil order or of governmental machinery,or unless war effort
begins to o backward seriously (despite damages suffered since 8 May and 21 August
am inclined to believe we should be able to resume successful prosecution of war
in military and civil scetions) do not align myself with the view that USG should
suspend aid ".

SOURCE : ] STAFE:

1G Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 ‘ Dawson



PRRSONS/ZENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES
Ifitsgn’n.::dy, John ¥, President S
CTA | 10 Scpt. 1963 D1EM
OCCURRENCE: : \ A S S S

On 10 Septenber 1963, in an interview by Huntley and Bri ey, b L e
the charge that the CIA makes its own pglicy. « Briridey, the Prasident- denied

0L 3¥begd CI9EZHFZEIPIDOA GS60C MH

SOURCE:
A . STAFE @
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19
_— s DATE : Dawson
_____________________________ ‘ - 6/27/75

PERSOHS/ENTITIES: | DRTES: CATEGORIES
Buondy ,
Colby
iicCone DIIM
MeHamarea ' 10 Sept. 1963 G L RN NS I
Yormedy, President ' ;f S "\ UEIN SRR TR

fetnam, vith =

OCCURREHNCE: At a National Security Council execublve meeting on V
Carter and Colby participating for the CIA, Colby provided the following record: Bundy
stressed the need to unify U.S. government posture, to coordinate press guldance and to ,
control outpeing messages Lo Saipon. - He emphasized the importance of following the :
President's guidance on this delicate problem, in spite of intensly differing views of 5
what should be done and how, the risk, minimun objectives, and facts. - McNamarra stated
that his position was virouously against throwing out this government withoub seeing
an altergative and that none appeared to exist. Mr. McCone commented that the problem
was not so much the existance of an alternative as to how to put one into power. Bundy
swrmarized the President's position as one in which we must express our reservatlions
as to mistakes and misdeeds of Diemn but not be a position wher=2 we can not deal with

him further .~ :
SOURCE? | STAFF : o

Davison



Z PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : ‘ CATEGORIES:
Richardson, John
$eede, General

®TA Station Siagon 11 Sept 1963 ~ DIEM

u v

g - ST Tl B -

= OCCURRENCE: 1y 5 September 11, 1963 CIA cable from Saigon (SATGO797) Richardson

wweported that the country team attenpted to agree on a six page swimary cable to answer
B cable from the department requesting views. The team was unable to agree even on the
Nirst three pages of the summary. Weedrzand Richardson dissented on the basis of the
Qralt summary was too sweeping and too negative including definitively about the country
®Dn an inadequate basis of data. He said: "in some wiys we seem to have reached the
npom'c in the official American community, where if you think we can win with the pr'e:;en’c
..q)ovennmnt you are simply not running in the right direction with the majority."

-]
[

SOURCE : | STAFH:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 20 Davison
FILE: . DATE : 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES: :

McCone " Lodge : . o
Colby Nhu N R -
Rusk 11 Sept 1963 © DIEM
Bundy

OCCURRENCE: In a September 11, 1963 meet,mg of the National SEcurity Council
Executive Committec meeting on Vietnam, the record taken by Colby (with McCone also
belng present for the CIA) %%e following appears: "Rusk said he believed that we were
not likely to achieve an independent Vietnam unless we could eliminte Nhu, At the same
time he was not willing to say that Diem :hould go, he aaw no alternative. Rusk comnented
that we should work with Lodge on Diem to take over the real leadership’and become the
real President. McCone suggested also the desirability of negotiating with Diem. Bundy
read off a CIA suggestion for a process of negotiating with Nhu.

SOURCE: » B STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. '

FILE: DATE ; Pavson



PERSONS/ENTITIES: - DATES: CATEGORIES:

dge, Ambassador Henry Cabot

11 Sept 196
pt 1963 —

H OCCURRENCE; 7,

Fn a state telegram from Saigon (SAIG478) Lodge provided the following reflection on
®he situation: "My best estimate of the current situation in Vietnam is (a) that

®t is worsening rapidly; (b) the time has arrived for the U. S. to use what effective
Qanctions it has to bring about the fall of the exlsting goverment and the installation
®f another; and (c) that intensive study should be given by the best brains of the
government to all the details, procedures and variants in conncection with suspension

Hf aid.”
[}

g4pIooq 99689 MR

]
N
SOURCE: ’ [ STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 21 Dawison
FILE: DATE:
6/27/75
PERSOUS/ENTITIES DATES: . CATESORIES:
MeCone ' L - o
Coloy 113 1eman )
Kermedy, John F. Tung ‘ I_”DID,M e
MeNamarra Dicm 11 Sept 63 i o gTedlTED y
Lodge | 4 RN e

OCCURRENCE:  1n a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CTA participants
being HMeCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNemaria pointed out that
Lodge has little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCene conmentoed
that he believed that we should move cautiosly, that we should talk seriously to Diem i
and that Iodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more realistic ;
view of the effects of suspending aid. Mr, McCone also suggested that another approach :
be made Lo Niu L to seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we i
had carefully studied the detail effects of cuts in aid.(as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was cvident that the efTects had not been studies. The President
asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillswian paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent
to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the
PresidentUiEpould be well intoriied of any™ st‘ép“s—tmm"tmﬁs‘contr@l- KFpsuchas—the
fretanaa ATTATvine CTA navment to Col Tung last week. '
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PERSOUS/ENTITIES: | DATES: - CATEGORIES:
aiberstan, David,
goCone, John, DCI 15 Sept. 1963
g igen Station : DM
W ) oofei ; { Fovvle
by - _ — S| L . . e Ll N
- OCCURRENCE: (% B

$n 15 September 1963, Halberstam stated that the chief of the Central Intelligence
Heoncy favors all out support for the present reglne but that almost all other mewbers
of his staff are embittered over the raids in the pagodas. They also feel thelr
Thief close association with. Nhu while necessary, has scverely damaged intelligence

Fathering.
-]
'Y
SOURCE : , STATT
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 23 app. e
FILE: _ , 6/27/15
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Richardson, John -
Diem '
16 Sept 1963 DIEM ~~
i A R e
OCCURRENCE: '

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirability and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He :
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long —_—
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with "
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly

tinker with or engineer coup unless general sltuation is reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully

explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure /
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would be i
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and achelvable objectives.)" ;

SOURCE: — T STAFF: ;
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24

Nawaon )




6L 2bed CGCTI9EZFZEIPIOOA GG60C MH

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ] dATEGORIgSEU
Richardson, John T
Diem :
16 Sept 1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgmnent on the desirability and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly
tinker with or engineer coup unless general situation is reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure’
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would be
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and acheivable objectives.)"

SOURCE : , : STAKFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24
FILE: DATE}Mwson
N L7/
) PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Smith, David R.
CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 v’
Richardson, John Lodge Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Dunn, Mike I . | i :
Y A T SRS I £ S TP b
OCCURRENCE: . H BT  antlonlh \ds @

3

%gmitmemo;anda for the record prepared by Helms on Septeﬁber¢l7§31963v‘ﬁe“fébwf5éd
iy h (discuss with me) reports that Lodge wanted to get rid of Mr. 3ohn Richardson
e Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson' (On one

occaslon Dunn asked Conein, 'do_you think that Dave. Smith can run the.stations for

a tenporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?' "

SOURCE ; | STAFF:
_ IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILEY ’ DATE:

6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

Smith, David R.

CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Richardson, John Lodge :

Dunn, Mike Saigon Station

OCCURRENCE = R S T T
In a memoranda for the record prepared by Helms on September-17, 1963, he teported
"Smith (discuss with me) reports that Iodge wanted to get rid of Mr. John Richardson
(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson'. (On one
occasion Dunn asked Copein, 'do you think that Dave Smith can run the stations for
a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?' "

SOURCE : _ [ STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILE: , DATE:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean
McCone, John : Sept 19, 1963 | ‘
Lodge, Henry Cabot T
Richardson, John S et
OCCURRENCE NG

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk
that you proposed thet Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Saigon station any practical way to meet your
desires. Personnel, including the *station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would
not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to
abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced
We have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
us to conclude that the present regime can be disposed of, or that there exists a
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
occur even before you recelve this letter...,."

SOURCE: ' STAFF:
- IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson

nTIro.




Ly 9b®d  GT9ETPTEIPIOOA SS60G MH

PERSOHS/ENTITLES: DATES : ; CATFGORIES :
Todeey Teney Cabot
Kennedy , Jolhn F. Seot. 19, 1963 ‘ YD

GCCURRENCE :

On Septerber 19, 1963 in a state telegram from Saigon (544) Lodge stuted to the President

that "I apree that no good opportunity for actlon to remove the present government in
the imnediate future is apparent and that we should, therefore, do whatever we can as

an interim measure pending such eventuality. Frankly, I see no opportunity at all for
substantative changes. "

SOURCE: STAFF:
. Dawson
PILE IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24-25 DATE ;
FILE: | 6/25/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: i DATES: CATEGORIES:
Lansda]_e; Major General Rusk, Dean
McCone, John Saipgon Slation Sept 19, 1963 DIEM
Lodge, Henry Cabot Cro TR
Richardson, John , _— RN

OCCURRENCE:

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk
that you proposed that Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Salgon station any practical way to meet your
desires. Personnel, including the station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would
not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decislion is to

abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced

.. Ve have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
‘us to conclude that the present reglme can be disposed of, or that there exlsts a
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
occur even before you recelve this letter....." '

T LOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 | Dawson




. PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATREGURLES

McCone

CIA Subcommittee on House Armed Services
. ' Sept. 23, 196 DIEM

OCCURRENCE: .. : .
On Septenber 23, 1963, the HMcCone briefed the CIA Subcommittee of House Armed Services.
‘He told them that the agency was urging a slow cautious approach to the problem of
ousting the Diem regime and that there appeared to be no replacement for the then
current regime that was capable of rumning the government.

gs 2heg CGCT9EZFZEIPIOOA GS605 BMH

SOURCE : : | STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Davison
FILE: DATE:
6/25/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
NHU
DINH October 1963 | DIEM "
COLONEL TUNC
CONEIN :
han his allegiance to President

OCCURRENCE: DINH's desire to become a Minister was greater t
DIEM. He became the actual key to the success of the coup. His facile, and at times
brilliant imind, was used to the general's advantage in that GENERAL DINH convinced President
DIEM that he, General DINH, along with COLONEL TUNG, should be given blanket orders to be
a counter-coup force. ~DINH also convinced TUNG to move four of his principal airborne com-
panies on a bootless operation outside of Saigon on 29 and 30 October, so that these troops
would not be present on 1 November. DINH is the Minister of Security in the provisional

government. p. 13

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES
Ead e M D s

DIBW*’///’

CONEIN : i October 1963

6L abeqg 919831?'3&:!3100([ L6006 MH

OCCURRENCE : CONEIN stated that he looked upon his job as conveying orders Irom his anm-
bassador to the people that were planning the coup and to monitor those people who were
planning the coup, and to get as much information so that our government would not be caught
with their pants down. He did agree not to thwart the coup and in fact, to supply economic
and military assistance if the coup succeeded, but did not conceive his objective the en-
couragement or the promotion of the coup, nor did he ever discuss the possibility of dis-
couraging the coup. CONEIN stated that if the United States had now shown any interest or
remained neutral in opposing DIEM, there would have been a coup anyway. pp. 38-41

SOURCE : ' SAFP. 5

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE :

FILE: DATE:

— July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ! CATEGORIES:

DINH i

MINH Early October | DIEM / .

DON 1963

COLONEL CO, Dinh's Deputy

QL CURRENCE ; When the ministerial post for DINH did not materialize by early October, the
coup principals realized that they had DINH actively thinking against the regime. It is
evident from statements during the series of meetings with GENERAL DON and GENERAL MINH dur-
ing the month of October that they still did not trust DINH, but felt they had compromised
him sufficiently with his troops, and, if necessary to eliminate DINH 1f he showed any sign
of compromising the generals. DINH was surrounded by officers who surveilled him 24 hours a

day including CO, his deputy. D. 13

STAFF:

SOURCE:
R. DAWSON



PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CONEIN
COLBY, WILLIAM

DATES:

October, 1967

CATEGORIES:

EEHWV//

OCCURRENCE :

ZFCEPIDOd GG60GC MH

GTI9

COLBY stated that "The CIA officer (CONEIN) received a call on October 30
% (1963) to come over and join the general staff and come to the meeting and essentially
msat with them as they continued the operation from thereon. They didn't move to the de-

cision to run the coup and he sat iIn the headquarters during most of the time. He went home

mat one point, etc."

0g abe

T

;gﬂwig

o Tz y
‘?\" q.:. "i f:{ :\ 3 .
Mﬁ%

SOURCE:

STAFF:

R. DAWSON

DATE: .
E— 29 June 1975



- PERSONS/ENTITIES: 'DATES: CATEGORIES:
. Oct. 2, 1963

Conein - ? ‘

Gen. Don - - e

Gen. Duong Van Minh
Gen. Ton That Dinh
Ngo Dinh Nhu

DI’-,-iO([ CC60C MH

R OCCURRENCE :
N
W
(=]
[uey
(& ]
o
-0
o
m\'-‘
=1}
[t
CONTINUED ON NEXT
, Ty - b . 4 . T B CARD
SOURCE: LmdePLS, S5CL, o/cu/;u Conc1n, Exhibit One et STAFF : Dawson
. - DATE: 6/30/75
™ FILE: 2RIRT 6/30/15
SN e
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ? CATEGORIES:
- .F
|
3

OCCURRENCE: CONTINUED FROM TAST CAKD:

SOURCE : _ lSTAFF:



PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: ‘CATEGORIES:
AMPASSADOR LODGE 16/3/63 | -
Conm 10/3/63 ? DIEM YV

GEN. DUONG VAN MINH

OCCURRENCE:

zg sheg 9}91-:3?38:!3100([ CC60C MH

SOURCE: . STAFF: Dawson
. Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Cerein, Exhibit an;pﬁ". ! -
PILE: DATE:  6/30/75
PERGZONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
McNamarra
Lodge /
McCone Oct 3 - 4,1963 DIEM
Richardson ot A T —
S () @R
. RN SRR | Sl
OCCURRENCL : &) [

VT SIASARIn
On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what

I understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think

of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October L, 1963 in a CIA

cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....1lt is clear that

Lodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 -~ 20 hours...". In a
comment in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-
guarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station."

SOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 DATE: JBwson




PERSOﬁS/ENTIT :
LODGE LES: DATES: CATEG
MCNAMARRA. - - : B
7 TAYLOR 5 Oct 1963 4
oA
~ OCCURRENCE:
On 5 October 196 '

the hi b
Py Ambassador should continue his policy of "cggélltce:gm'ecgnggs"thward
0

£g ohed GT9CZFLE:PIOOA  GCG60C BH

SOURCE;

IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 STAFF:

f S LDATE:

ORI ARES DATES: CATEGORIES:
MeMomarva R
Lodge
HeCone Oct 3 - 4,1963 DIEM
Richardson . L
Suith : ,!!' ( /‘
OCCURRENCE | \ e A

On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what
T understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think
of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..."™ On October 4, 1963 in a CIA
cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that

Iodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Salgon 18 - 20 hours...". In a
comment in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-
quarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible.  Upon
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station.™

SOURCE: N , STAFT :
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 . DATE:

Dawson
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PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LODGE - T
Depb. of State '
MOHAMABRRA 5 Oct 1963 DIEM
'J'['\YLOI{ : : !/‘ o - «t [,— ' . R !./:'»._.; ‘, O
. : “ i i 2?:5};:-¢ . ;
OCCURKENCE .

On 5 OcLobcr 1963 in a states cable to Saigon (DLPTFLb3H)it was stated as a fourth
instruction that the Ambassador should continue his policy of "cool correctness'toward
GPN. ' ‘

SOURCE: STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 DATE -

FILE:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, JOIN F.
LODGE, HENRY CABOT DIEM
WHITEHOUSE

October 5,
1963

OCCURRENCIE :
In a White llouse cable to Saigon (CAP63560) of 5 Oct 1963, the following message appears:
..Presdient today approved recommendation that no initiative should be taken to give
any active, covert encouragement to a coup. It should be urgent covert effort with
closest security under broad guidance of Ambassador to identify and build contacts with
possible alternative leadership as it appears....”

SOURCE: STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 30 . ‘ Davison
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LTy 1
] Dawson

PERSONS/ENTITTE
DY oS TIES

LODGE, HENRY capop

DIEM v~

SOURCE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 30 ‘ [ STAFE:

.............—...—.-——.—_-....—.—-—.._.-—--.-—_..-._—.._._.—......_..w._..._............-......_.—..._.—..._-..-_—.....---...._....,....__._._.--._.-.._._.._..._..—.

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

Kermedy, John F.
Colby, William

Coumnodity Timport Program Oct. 5, 1963 DIEM
McCone

OCCURRENCE: 5

On 5 October there was a Presidential meeting on Vietnam. The only CIA participant was
McCone. He provided the following record. ‘The meeting was held to discuss matters that
became the subject of DEPTEL 5/34 (See later entry of 5 October.) DCI said it was the
opinion of CIA with the exception of Colby, Chief Fareast Division, that fiddling with
the conmodity import program as a political lever would be much more likely to create

an economic crisis undermining the war effort than to scare Diem and Nhu into a more
cocperative attitude, . because 1t would seriously affect the confidence and planning

of the Vietnamzse business community and quickly engender inflationary measures at

large of a mwore serious nature. Tt was the concensus of the meeting that some meaningful
political movements had to be made but exactly what they should be was not determined.

SOURCE STAFF:

T Renart 1067 (CTAY n. 27 ' Dawton
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PERSONS/ENTITLES DAIES: © CATEGORIES:
SHUTH, DAVID _ )
Dl(}f!)fh}.t{.:il\lDA ' Oct 5, 1963 DTEM
[OLGE
MTNH

OCCURRENCE : '
Tn a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG1H4T) of 5 October l?§3, DAVE Sl’-’lﬁg"{‘l-l, tl?c? /\ctirf}{i"CI;iL:f of
Station cabled th:t he had discussed this latest CONEIN/MINH lreeifmg kn&h l;nﬂaa;;)gé gl
LODGE and DCR\TRUEBHART. SMITH reported that he.had recompznded L? ‘[‘Jll ):loba; or I 0
that: "we do not set ourselves errovacably against ?he assassignatiop plg é ?tgcfrle
the other two alternatives mezan either a blood Bath in Salgon or  protracted strugs
which can rip the Aray and the country asunder.

- ——,

i\
SOURCE: _ STAFE -
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p.28 DATE:

FILE: 6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES:
Khu, Ngo Dinh Conein
CAn, Ngo Dinh  Lodge Oct 5, 1963 DIEM ¢ o,
Diem ’ R A .,\r;.\' o il | "\ r"\::an i
Minh, General : ﬁ f}g”“f} EQ}EL:fgfl~/§fa !

OCCURRENCE: T T

On October 5, 1963 in a CIA Cable from Saigon (SAIGIUALS) it was stated that the
meeting with Conein (approved by Ambassador in October) General Minh requested a
statement of the U.S. Position with respect to a change in the GVN in the near future.
He sald he did not expect U.S.G. support of a coup effort but did need USG assurances
that USG would not try to thwart his plans. He outlined three possible plans for the
accompllshment of the change of government: (a) assassinationof Ngo Din Nhu and Ngo
Dinh €i-kaeeping President Diem in office; (b) encirclement of Saigon by various
military units; and (c) direct confrontation between military units involved in the
coup and loyallst military units. :

SOURCE : [ STAFF:
- IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 27-28

Dawson
FILE: DATE »

L.




EPERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:

Q0DGE, HENRY CABOT
RENNEDY, JOHN F. 5 or 6 Oct.

AR
‘RENNEDY, ROBERT F.. 1963 3,{n;g!w ‘f?in i;
DIEM, MC CONE, JOHN

=}

"EOCCURRENCE: v GONE recalled a meeting with - President KENNEDY and Attorney General
~ROBERT F. KENNEDY had with him on or about October 5 or 6, 1963. The Attorney General was
N'rather non-committal in the meeting. He and I walked downstairs together, and he said,
NJohn, are you sure you are right? And I said, I think I am and he said I'm rather surprised

& the position you took. And I said, well, you didn't disagree with it...'(T) This dis-
éussion had nothing to do with assassinations. This was whether we should let the coup go
@ use our influences not to. Then interestingly enough, the President sent a series of mes-
gages to CABOT LODGE urging that he'd do all that he could to get DIEM to change his ways.

CABOT LODGE's first attempt failed and then he was called -- CABOT LODGE was called by DIEM's
Bffice and DIEM said, you tell the President to tell me what he wants me to do and I'll do

it. Unfortunately, the forces were surrounding the palace at that very moment and the coup
was on. It was a kind of a dramatic little part of the history of that tragedy./ - .
SOURCE: : STAFF;
Hearings; SSCI, June 6, 1975, McCone, pp. 63-64 R. DAWSON
PILE : DATE : 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: - DATES : CATEGORIES:
ONEIN, LODGE, TRUHART .
NGO LN KAN ’ 5-7 Oct. 1963 : g@ @;Eé AR E
SMITH, DAVID A i B YR I
COLBY, WILLIAM, MC CONE, JOHN RN TR Y

OCCURRENCE: COLBY testified as to the events surrounding the cable from iia;tt:gcggeogs 2 ag:tio-
per 1963 which reads as follows: "We do not set ourselves irrevocably agaSai Rl
ination plot since the other two alternatives mean either a blood k'J'ath ciin oa g,orsl, or ap
tracted struggle vhich could rip the amy snd the couwy SRCER 11 00 St you withara
& October 1963 which COLBY wrote for as fo : oty Mt o

i tion plan under MC CO S ]
recommendation to Ambassador concerning assassina e omeLy ondangeTing our

a position to actively condone such course ol ac
girrm?;sggnsi?bilxi)ty, therefore COLBY explainego }:g{xt Eh%sdsiﬁggdtggszgggsgin gﬁggegfwgs IE;:/l?s
: i i as an alternative. state

e%ﬁ?iﬁibiii?maﬁgnw, NGO DINH KAHN, were to continue. A reply was sengrintOgtort:zzn Z
?‘ro:l Saigon in response to the MC CONE cable saying that action was taker; as"d cted,
ing that the Anbassador had been so informed to withdraw the recommendation.

STAFY :
SOURCE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 12-17 R. DAWSON

H 1
FILE: DATE 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIKS: DATES 3 CATEGORIES:
MCCONE . -—ﬁ—
LODGE
SMT'TH Oct 6, 1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:

In a CTA cable to Saigon (DIR7366lof 6 Oct) the following appears: "... MCCONE directs
that you withdraw recomnendations from Anbassador (concerning assassignation plan)
under MCCONE instructions as we can not be inposition actively condoning such course
of action and thereby - engaging our responsibility therefore.™

§QURCE: STAFH :
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 28 Davison
FILE: DATE:
e A B0
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
TRUEHART ‘
TODGE
MCCONE .
SMITH Oct 7, 1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:
In a response to the CIA cable of Oct. 6, 1963, to Saigon, the statlon in Saigon
responded (SAIG1463 7 Oct): '"Action taken as directed." In addition since DCI\
TRUEHART was also present when original recommendation was made, specific withdrawal
reconmendation at MCCONE's instruction was also conveyed to TRUEHART. Ambassador
IODGE cormented that he shares MCCONE'S opinion.

SOURCE: ' | STAFPF:
. IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 29 Dawson
FILE: DATE :

6/21/75



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
BUNDY COLBY N -
JOHNSON EIs DIEM ‘
KILPATRICK ' SPECIAL GROUP
MCCONE

OCCURRENCE :

On October 8, 1963 at a speclal group meeting the DCI expressed concern that there
was a lack of intelligence coverage during the period when "the U.S. was maintaining
a posture of almost no official contact at top levels." They refer to the fact
that NHU and DIEM are not being contacted by Americans. Mr. MCCONE also referred A
to "theorientation of (Saigon) station functions." Mr. BUNDY pointed out that"for
Americans to resume top level contacts at this time would appear to represent

a political rapprochement. Ambassador LODGE might feel that this was running
counter to his policy." The Group gave its approval to the basis realignment of
station functions. (The nature of such functions are not outlined.)

68 3hed CTI9EZFZEIPIOOA  GC60C MH

e e -
ri R

STIFFH Ukl &

SOURCE: oy
' 6@ T
Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct.l7, 19 i Kelley :
FILE: DATE :
— 6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: i
Tung, Col. Smith, David Oct 8, 1963
Phillips, Rusus, AID Acting Chief of Stition DIEM
Colby, William Siszon after 10(5/63 '
Richardson, John "Jocko"Aid to Diem Regime
OCCURRENCE: ToOniS T,

On 8 September 1963, the CIA IG report reflacts In a comment that the U.S.
governmant publicly confirmed on Oct. 8, 1963 that aid had alraady been cut

quitely and over a period of some months. Bill Colby, Jock Anderson and Dave Smith
told us that the public announcement of the aid reduction was a signal to the
general and that the reduction was planned with that in mind. It may be that

the cut in aid was deliberately planned to spur the generals on, but if so, that
intention did not find its way into the record. The nearest thing to 1t is in the
record of a presidential meeting of 10 September 1963. The President asked

Rufus Phillips of AID what specific actions Phillips recemnended and he suggested
"eutting aid to Colonel Tung which would be viewed by the generals with much '
enthusiasm as an indication of virgouous of American position. " 'In general,

ald cuts were discussed in terms of bring pressure on Diem to make needed changes in
hj:fs~~i’~eg§g§*6fl:ﬁ§~—}g-‘lzaz-.-'e-veiﬂ-ia-l&maeé-; or-liewever-lookedwpon-by. the J..S mégzl@_’i}:ﬁaﬁ on, it is.__
clear t%*.zr‘a-ug&é"Vietnamese considered the official confirmation of a cPJ;ﬂ is a clear :
token of their support of coup planning. '

BT, IG Report 1967 (CTA), p. 17-18 Dawson

NATR «
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PERSONS/ENTIT foe s oo mmmm e oo | =" 6/21/75
N M: ———————————————————
KENNEDY, JORN F. [ bazes: CAT ~
RICHARDSON, JOHN T ~ATEGORIES:

Oct. 9, 1963 DIEM |~

X ; . -

OCCURRENCES | Bt L e
the transfer’o newsconference the pp

8s
surmises but T > Who 1s a very dedic Joe

can assure you f
gctivities, but has operatgd unéatly that the CIA ha
Perating under -- er close

[

nt stateq that
ated public servant,
S5 noc carried out ind

1963 Presidential o ; —
£ JOHN RIC T know tht

has led to
ependent

with control of the Dir
My instructions." the cooperation of the National Sesg;;EYOfbgﬁggiil Igtelligence
and under
- SOURCE:
STAFF: ’
FILE: IG Report 1967 (CIa) p. 3
Dawson '
DATE. :
. A f
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
IODGE, HENRY CABOT —
COLBY, WILLIAM Oct 9, 1963 prm v

KENNEDY, JOHN F.
v s

(1 I A

TV 0

ERY o

OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Ambassador (DIR74228)
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowlng appears:"... while we do not wish
to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwartf
a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime apd i
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effoEt, insuring popular
support to win war and improving working relationships .with U.S." The cable urges
that the contact with MINH press for "detall information clearly indicating Ehat

's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these additional
general thoughts' have been discussed with the President and tgat the cable had been
cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense.

SOURCE: ' STAFF:

NauraAn
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, JOHN F. '
RICHARDSON, JOHN , Oct. 9, 1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE: N

On October 9, 1963 Presidential newsconference the President stated that "I know that
the transfer of JOHN RICHARDSON, who 1s a very dedicated public servant, has led to
surmises but I can assure you flatly that the CIA has not carried out independent
activities, but has operated under closecontrol of the Director of Central Intelligence
operating under -- with the cooperation of the Natlonal Security Council and under

my Instructions.”

SOURCE: ‘ | STAFF
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson
FILE: DATE:
6/21/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LODGE, HENRY CABOT KENNEDY, JOHN F. j:;?“‘*“'“"‘
MINH, GENERAL Oct 10, 1963 DIEM
TON, GENERAL ¢t 9,
- COLBY, WILLIAM
OCCURRENCE:

In a 10 October 1963 éntry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detalled clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, 1if 1t appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...."

SOURCE: ' ' STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 ' DAWSON
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PRRSOUS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LODCE, HENRY CAEOT T S —
COLBY, WILLIAM Oct 9, 1963 DIEM

KIENHEDY , JOHN F.

OCCURRENCE : i SOUE ALY SO

Tn a CTA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Mbassador (DIR71228)
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:"... while we do not wish

to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwart

a change of government or deny cconomic or military assistance to a new reglme and if
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, Insuring popular
support to win war and inproving working relationships .with U.S." The cable urges
that the contact with MINH press for "detail information clearly indicating that
MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these "additional
general thoughts'" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been
cleared with high officials at VWhite House, State and Defense." .

SOURCE: S
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson

FILE: ' ' S DATE :

— o 6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : ~ CATEGORIES:

LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KiNNEDY, JOHN F.
MINH, GENERAL -
DON, GENERAL

COLBY, WILLIAM

OCCURRIENCE :

In a 10 October 1963 éntry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. 1 yhile we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of governient
or deny economlic and military assittance to a new regime, if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in milltary effort...."

Oct 10, 1963 DIEM
Oct. 9,1963

SOURCE: STAFF:

TG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 DAWSON
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DATE:  6/30/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

(ODGE, HENRY CABOT  KENNEDY, JOHN F.
TINH, GENERAL » Gt 10, %é?zi) pIEM v
YON, GENERAL Oct> ;1963 |

JOLBY, WILLIAM
OCCURRENCE

In a 10 October 1963 éntry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " Wnile we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...."
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SOURCE: ' ' [ STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 -~ 33 v DAWSON

FILE: - DATE: 6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Senate Forelgn Relations Committee
MCCONE : Oct 10,1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Forelgn Relations Committee, it was noted that
"we have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively
would be an improvement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed
cautionsly, otherwise the situation might flare up which might result in something
of a civil war, and the Commnists would come out the victor merely by sitting on

the sidelines."

¥6 2hegd CGCT9ETHFTEIPIOOA GS605 BH

SOURCE : [ STAFF:
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson
FILS: DATE :
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES :  CATEGORIES:

Senate Foreign Relations Committee
WMCCOHRE : Oct 10,1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:
A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Forelgn Relations Committee, it was noted that
".e have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively
would be an improvement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed
cautionsly, otherwise the situation might flare up which might result in.soqething
of a eivil war, and the Communists would come out the victor merely by sitting on

the sidelines.”

SOURCE : ‘ | STAFF:
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson

me

FILE: Rz
6/27/15
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g PERSONS/ENT LT LES: DALES: | CATHGORTES:
GCOMEIN
GENIERAL DON :
gDIrrh228 Oct 23,1963 D1iEM
SLODGE, MENRY CABOL e g
2 ) oy gty LA
b ' . E {‘A; 2 C;j@;t;31@
= OCCURRENCE : P %

“In a October ?3, 1963 entry into the Saipgon stations, "History of the Vietnamese Generals
“Coup”, it was noted that a meeting with CONEIN rcquested by Ceneral DON, DON said the
Generals had decided to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 OcLober. CONETIN
gunder instructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would scek
Gpermission of the coup conmittee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's

weyes only.
&)

SOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 33 DATE: Dawson
e T 6/21/15
PLRSONS/ENTITIES: DATES :  CATEGORIES:
Lt. Col. PHAM NGOC THAO Oct. 24, '63 l : DIEML/

D QL

OCCURRENCE :

P R - RS Eals 1oy m g vin s
COrimah oy P50 hours

H”n‘z ng &

N ot ';:,:;1;'_:, Ponsorivaod o
".‘.‘t)ii.(«..” 1 i .?’ LY

A

Shadog

o

o0 LU00 heneg congn Indjed no .
. . 2 ¥ R LI PR ~-
ORES O BG4S R U

TSI AT FA o'

won )

poge 7,

S(R”qég; Hearings, S.5.C.1., June 20, 1Y75, Conein, EXniblt ;J STAFF :
A e Dawrson

RTT- DATE -



MH

o PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES:
Q
CONETN DIEM/
AMBASSADOR LODGE
b0
f
-
=
@ OCCURRENCEL :
.
N
w 5
@ .
[y .
(= ] e
] W
o ()
& g
[+] AL D2
© L. 1o giva
SOURCE: . pearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, STAFE : payson
paae o,
o ' DATE: /30
FILE / /75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATE CATEGORIES:
INEIN
NERAL DON e
R74228 ‘ Oct 23,1963 DIEM
DGE, HENRY CABOT S
TEm @EMTT

OCCURRENCE : T
a October 23, 1963 entry into the Sailgon stations, "History of the

Vietnamese Generals

up", 1t was noted that a meeting with CONEIN requested by General DON, DON said the
nerals had declded to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October. CONEIN
der instructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would seek
rmission of the coup committee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's

es only.

SOURCE: I STAFF:
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PERSONS/ENT LI LS : MALILD (S U SIS R LTI
ON Oct. 23, '63 | DIEM e
onein
OCCURRENCE :
SOURCE : ' | ____S‘f‘[‘\.FF: Dawson
Hearings, 3.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,P. &.
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
, ' Oct. 23, '63
{ONEIN
7. HUAN
OCCURRENCE

SOURCE: Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit Onerp.é4 STAFF:  pawson
- . !

FILE: DATE:  6/30/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
9 ] DATES CATBEGORIES
SIEN, MINH 10/15/63 DIEM &
HoN v
GEN. HARKINS
f
& ONEIN
] OCCURRENCE :
%
w
(=2
[y
(= ]
-]
-]
[~
1)
0
=]
SOURCE : STAFE
— Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit Onev — Dawson
pan e b, DATE :

3 |} ‘:: . - . ] T Il e
2OUBCE: hearings, §.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, | STAPF: pou
pages 13-1k,

FILE . T, 6/30/'{5



z PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : : CATEGORIES:
@Conein Oct. 17, '63 DIEM «—m
SHuan

“Gen. Harkins .

hmbassador Lodge
-4

.

= OCCURRENCE:

o .

N

[

N

W

=]

ay

=]

o

w -~ - 3

- DUEATLGY O

1) Tt et i B SR

T R S e

L=} A [

PR BT SRR |
SQURCE:  pearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, STAFF : Dawson
P S, . '

FILE: ’DATE: 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

LAM NGOC HUAN . ' Oct. 16

AMBASSADOR LODGE

OCCURRENCE:

O OF
W x

SOURCE: : STAFF : Dawson
- Hearings, S$.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit Ong}
pQLle_ig.

T v - —— - ’



PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: ! CATEGORIES
CONEIN i %
MC NAMARA 12 October 1963 | DIEM

NGU YEN QUANG -
PHAM NGOC THAO

OCCURRENCE: wnen CONEIN was asked to explain the reference to Secretary MC NAMARA at p.
5, Exhibit 1, he stated that there were different elements contacting the same group, i.e. s
NGU YEN and THAO. But did not explain the reference to MC NAMARA. p. 29

00T 2Ped GI9EZFZEIPIOPA GC60G MH

SOURCE: STAFF:
Hearings, S5CI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: : DATE :
e e e JWly 1, 1975
PERSOMS/ENTITIES: DATES:
Oct. 12, '63

! E
AMBASSADOR LODGE
SECRETARY FACNAMARA

OCCURRENCE :

STAFF: Dawrson

SOURCE:  yearings, 5.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One,
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10T abeg ¢d9eZFIE

~ad

e T AT St it T e M S e e et i

== PERSONS/ENTITIFES:
CONEIN
DON

CATEGORIES:

QCCURRENCE :

71,\|--a—.

LY PO

ST SRRt

CON'T ON NEXT
CARD

SOURCE: STAPF Doneer

Hearings, S.S.C.I., June 20, 1975, Conein,

PILE: Exhibit One., P o 7. DATE: 6/30/75
. |

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Oct. 24, '63

LAST CARD:

OCCURRENCE :

CONTINUATICH OF

Y
(.
HUAYTed, 35 wouid Jdie no
to stop it;  (e) Don was
CONARON NEXT she poet ol Li, Oolousit

g P S Gl - - B - " - -
GoN2 goaniaioe wig 2hogon et

STAFE :

SOURCE: ¢
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boAudaadNSavhws f oaaiy Lol b aans e LA L b . l

R e

wdat) o

PIDOQ

ZOT abed CGI9LZFEE

OCCURRENCE :

CONTINUATION OF LAST TWO CARDS:

P ) T vy e kY 7 .~ My vat s
o Cenea Vieunowng
5 3 . €3 ey i - Ja
TART MOy L LI,

SOURCE :

~J
0
&'\
~
-
A d

-

FILE:

[RREN—.

w2

TAFF:

DATI:



CALLUGUR LSS

% PERSONS/ENTIILES: DAL
- 10/24 /63
S ONEIN ‘
ZEN, HARKINS °

OCCURRENCE:

€0T abed GT9EZFZEIPIOPA

€29 8 smers
ST SR S L AN

SOURCE:  HEarings, v.o0.C.d., June <0, LY7o, Coneln, EXhioit [ STAFF:
- Poloa s £, "7 © one Dawson
t._j -

by ™ 17,

FILE: DATE: 6/30/75

— e e e . o . i e o i W b A o W o oy " — o o S o e S O o — T ——— T ———". . o
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4 e e e e e . s S . . S o . S T — o o~ ——— " 1 o S5 o 2

’ERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : [ CATEGORIES:
"ODGE., HENRY CABOT i .

1ARKINS October 24, 1963 DIEM A"
3UNDY, MC GECORGE
JENERAL DON
ZONEIN
J)CCURRENCE ? In a cable marked "eyes only" to LODGE and HARKINS from BUNDY dated October
2y, CONEIN characterized this telegram as activating the disengagement between the U.S.
rovemrt—:nt and DIEM. The text of that cable is as follows: "There may be danger. NHU _
ittempting entrapment DON's approaches to CONEIN. Feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKIN:
:an stand back from any non-essential involvement. It seems wise to maintain close control
>ver meetings between DON and CONEIN." p. 33

OURCE: ' ' STAFF:
learings. SSCI. June 20, 1975. Conein R. DAWSON

A



5 FERSUNS/LNT LTLES § DATES : CATEGORIES :
“BUNDY CONEIN — V/)“‘“‘“““
SJOHNSON Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM

SKILPATRICK o SPECIAL GROUP

MCCONE . o

o
3 OCCURRENCE :

20n October 24, 1963 Mr. MCCONE had a special group meeting "expressed his fear that
uthe top U.S. diploma’cic and military officials in Saigon are becoming too involved
.a-in conversations between General DON and COEIN. Such involvement could destroy CONEIN
wusefullness and involve Ambassador LODGE and General HARKINS in operation difficult
r-to deny." The Special Group authorized a message to LODGE and to HARKINS emphasizing
“a secure system of contacts with Genral DON and Vietnamese military and an assessment
'Uof DON's status and his future plans and the tightening of control over the DON/CONEIN
ameetings The group agreed to firm up policy thinking re Vietnam before LODGE returns
to Washington and hear Mr. LODGE's views on what courses of action should be taken.

[y
Q
[
SOURCE: . [ STAFF.(‘\Q aaw
Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct. 24, 196 Y ».f {Ketl E
FILE € DAmf.»
6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : - CATEGORIES:
LODGE , .
JUNDY Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM
ON, GENERAL B T T e 1)
ONEIN . Patt

OCCURRENCE:

n a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from IODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: "CAS has
reen punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each
eeting between GINERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance
xplicitly..."

SOURCE : ; . STAFF :

IG- Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 DAUWSON
FILE: : DATE :
_______________________ _ o o 6/21/75
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PrRSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: :

- =S CATEGORIES :

HARKINS )

BUNDY Oct 24, 1963 DIEM

COMIZIN B SRR A _

MU AR R R GO T P AN T AL
o i g;!"j;-_;:;.»" O ,.,'x'{ t j‘.';- i_'.

OCCURRENCE: SRR T x N T T T
In an eyes only Lablc from CIA to Saigon Tor IODGE and HARKENS, from BUNDY Lhc follo-m"ng
Message appears: .Lhere may be danger NHU attempting anrapmnnL through DON's

approaches to CONEIN. ..feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS should stand back
from any nonessential Involvement...it scems wise to maintain close control over
meetings between DON and CONEIN."

SOURCE: - STAFF:
] IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 .DATE: DRWSON

FILE: : —_—
_____________________ 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: C&TEGORIES: ‘
BRENT 24 Oct 1963 DIEM
CONEIN -
CRITIC
JGS headquarters

e Sége%ThM .
RENCE 2 The IG Report notes that, "The fact that CONEIN was at JGS headquarters is
well known in official circles. On 24 October, headguarters had cabled the STATION: 'In
future do not repeat not put message re coup plots or rumors in CRITIC channel. Rather you
should slug them IMVEDIATE ATTENTION FOR BRENT.' As a consequence, the firse cabled reports
from the STATION came in as regular CIA cables and were put onto the CRITIC network here at

headquarters."

SOURCE: . [ STAFF:
R. DAWSON

CIA IG Report, 1967, p. U2
sy = ' NDATYE :



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
LHANSEN, "BURFAU OF BUDGET R
SEXECUITVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIEM
SLODGE
URICHARDSON

OCCURRENCE:

»On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and
NKENNIETH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by IODGE at .
Nhis initial meeting with LODGE. The memorandum for the record prepared by the Executive
@Director, details the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was improperly dealing
Gwith NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the
whill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was

& caught by surprise; 4, RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government

® officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its
Bown initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or
®yWashington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE fhat he thought LODGE's charges were
erroncous. He said he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had
been approved in Vashington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the

llmhassa.dqi}@: _and had been carried ouf with good judegment and with a high quality of
performa

E£:PIOO

BCEHANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting wi Mk, LODGE hadnot
yet had a full breifing on what the Agency was doing. This took place a few days later.
(This appears to be a record by the CIA of a source which it had in the Bureau of the DBudget
for finditdiout what Lodges thinking jas at this time.) DATE:

__________ IG Revort 1967 (CIA) p. 3% o
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
DON, ' GENERAL
HARKINS, GENERAL o
~ CONEIN, Oct. 24, 1963 DIFM
OCCURRENCE :

In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Coup", it 1s noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON
reported he had been informed b Gelirel HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart
any coup plans. DON said the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units vere
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting
DOM said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized DON
to outline its substance, which he did. -

SOURCE : : [ STAFF:
) IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 : Dawson
FILE: ) : DATE :

R/DT/TR



PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES:

& LODGE N
HARKINS

g BUNDY l»

Fei | Oct 24, 1963 DIEM ¥

hws E‘é-".hrg %_.éj (‘ !’\} ![-‘_p: ;

W T - R {':]: Ml '] 'r

N OCCURRENCE: ' ‘ﬁﬁ;gﬁ;m\;ggdéiﬁn @

=
b message appears: '"...there may be danger NHU atte
_ mpting entrapment thro DON'
approaches to CONEIN...feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS shoulduggand b:ck

e . ]

o
o from any nonessential involvement...it seems wi
& Iectings between DON and CONEIN." se to maintain close control over
a
-]
SOURCE: STATF
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. .
FILE: pe DATE: DAUEON
________________ ’ 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HANSEN, BURERU OF BUDGET -
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIEM
LODGE : , L AN LNET N Ty
RICHARDSON i MoEell
OCCURRENCE:

On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and
KENNETH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by LODGE at .
his initial meeting with LODGE. The memorandum for the record prepared by the Executilve
Director, details the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was improperly dealing
with NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the
hill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was
caught by surprise; L. RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government
officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its
own initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or
Washington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were
erroneous. He sald he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had
been approved in Washington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the

Ambassador.,_and had been carried out with good judement and with a high quality of

performat#RCERANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting withoBBEGE:, LODGE hadnot
vet had a full breifing on what the Agency was doing. 'This took pldce a few days later.

o en st Al 4F oA An a Riurean of the Budget !
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES: 3
DON, GENERAL
HARKINS, GENERAL » V/ }
CONEIN, , Oct. 24, 1963 | DIEM

OCCURRENCE: '

In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Coup", it 1s noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 QOctober. DON
reported he had been informed ©» Geheral HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart

any coup plans. DON sald the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting -
DON said the coup committee refused to turmm over the political plan but authorized DON

to outline its substance, which he did.

SOURCE - [ STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 ) Dawson
FILE: DATT:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: * DATES : CATEGORIES:
LODGE
BUNDY :
DON, GENERAL ;
CONEIN
OCCURRENCE :

In a 6IA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY.it was noted that: "CAS has
been punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each o
meeting between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance -
explicitly..." ;

SOURCE: STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 : DAWSON i



Z PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: . CATEGORIES:

MCCONE NHU J
SKENNEDY, JOHN F. . ' Oct.25, 1963 DIEM
“LODGE ‘

ST

a OCCURRENCE: =

R Ty
,‘P'g.‘i e

§;n an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from
NCTA being MCCONE, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that the purpose

Nof the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect to

geoup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our policy in 3
wout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unanimity within the government

prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. MCCONE stated his views in detail.

&In sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control and
®therefore could assume little responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in the making
gand could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-professional
‘manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generals would provide weak
leadership; (6) one coup would be followed by another and the war-might be lost during
PErICU Ry BOEL 3 s 7 v 54 ; PINE Y A 5
be injectéd‘tnto the government and exercise effective control; (8) --*:o.° discuss
important political issues with DIEM because of the policy of "cool} correct attitude; (9)
we eithaxy have to work with DIEM and NHU or we have to take aggres gAgheps to remove them °
and it7Is hot clear that the succeeding government would be much be =" :

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36

.....

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
MCCONE NHU _
KENNEDY, JOHN F. _ Oct.25, 1963 DIEM
LODGE :
DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

In an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from

CIA being MCCOME, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that thg purpos?

of the reeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect ;g

coup planning and gualifications of the individuals reporting? and (2) our policyt

Sout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unan}pﬂty within the governmen

prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. [MCCONE stated his vlews ;Lntdet:'iail(.i

Tn sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not contﬁg an )
therefore could assume 1ittle responsibllity; (3) DON could have a coup in ” rn.izzld.n(i

and could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-pro esidon? i
manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generéls wou%d groz de we
leadership; (6) one coup would 9e\fo%lg§§d by anos?er ind E§?mwa£;w%§hgln?nﬁisneuigfng
pEl‘iDdSQf_]g)@%iticaﬁ:onfubi()u, 7)civiitans—capavlie ot lwtull_lll? Té) zlééar[)d_;‘.-‘ .:z.u(.ixixs,cuss oY A
be injected into the government and exercise effective contro H ng , Heales o)
important political issues with DIEM because of the pol%cy of "cool} correc % remové 9y
we eithar have to work with DIEM and NHU or we haye to‘gage agg{ef_{ﬁéﬁggps 0 T e




PERSOHS/ENTITIES: | DATES : CATEGORIES:
“DON, GENERAL
§0DGE, AMBASSADOR v
FCONEIN Oct. 28, 1963 DIEM
=
LM.';
- OCCURRENCE :

Ef[he October 28, 1963 entry in the Salgon stations "History of the Vietnamese Generals
oCoup" notes that: General DON asked LODGE if CONEIN was speaking for the-Ambassador.
DGE replied in the affirmative. 'DON told the Ambas dort at{ the U.S. government
&should not Interfer with or try to stimulate a co J‘) The‘ assador ”agre;ed with DON.

(4]
(=3
st
Q

SOURCE: STAFF :

, : DAWSON

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36-37 _ DATE:-

FILE: 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIEST
DON, GENERAL 28 October 196 DIEM "

LODGE, HENRY CABOT 73
CONEIN

OCCURRENCE :

————————==" CONEIN sald "in the latter part of October, he was informed by DON to convey
to LODGE that they were ready to have a coup and that CONEIN was to stay home and await fur-
ther ordi:r's, and that the coup would be accomplished before November 2, 1963. LODGE, who
was preparing to return home on the 31st of October, was requested through CONEIN by DON

that LODGE not change his_plans as it might be a sienal
eoire o D , > might | gnal to DIEM and NHU that something was

SOURCE : [ STAFF:

b R. DAW.
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein -

. | PUIRY
FILE: DATE »



L;I'ER'SON S/ENTITIES: DATES: ’ CATEGORIES:

STILWELL, GENERAL RICHARD ‘ /
JCONEIN Latter part of DIEM
GENERAL DON ’ October 1963

;!I_DDGE, HENRY' CABOT :

-

=

WCCURRENCE: In the latter part of October, CONEIN stated, the people 1n Washington figured
®that CONEIN was being set up as "patsy" and that this would be highly embarrassing for the
SU.S. government in case he was found out to have been set up. Therefore, the people in Wash
Sington made made recommendations that somebody more senior to him and with extensive militar:
background should take over from him. When Washington then sent a message to Ambassador
”iODGE and recommended that a capable officer and a personal friend of CONEIN's, GENERAL
BSTILWELL take over, GENERAL DON and the coup members said, no, we trust CONEIN, we don't wan!
Hanybody else. pp. 31-32

SOURCE: | STAFE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE:
FILE: July 1, 1975
PERSOHS/ENTITT DATES: CATEGSORIES
YN, GHRERAL -
toum,AuﬂsAum
SONISIN Oct, 28, 1963 ' DIlM

OCCURRENCE : o

Ihe OcLobcr 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon stations "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Joup' notes Lhat General DON asked LODGE if CONEIN was speaking for the Ambassador.
LODGE replied in the affirmative. DON told the Anb issador that! the U’S government
should not interfer with or try to stimulate a coup. {The Ambabsador agrced WLLh DON.

BUORSAy .

SOURCE: STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) n. 36-37 mame . PAWSON
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BON, GENERAL
@DNEIN Oct 28, 1963 DIFM
OGE, HENRY CABOT .

=]

i
Ver e o s ~ SN i e ey

- R L R T 2 EEIT LS L
1 N PR r LR “.l . :‘ 1
OCCURRENCE: ‘ BN I A

3. I

o
Q
£h an October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon station "History of the Vietnames Generals
Goup" it is noted that: CONEIN met with Genral DON for the last time before the
a%up was launched. DON confirmed he had talked with the Ambassador who had vouched
r CONEIN. DON stated that he was leaving on 29 October to coordinate final
[ﬁans. DON requested CONEIN to remain at home until 30 October -- until further
notice. DON repeated that the Ambassador would have the plans before the coup
Ugan, ,but when pressed on his previous commitment ‘to make them available, 48 hours
advance, DON said that possiblythe hours would only be made available 4 hours in
gdvance. DON sald that nothing would be happening within the next 48 hours ‘and that,
f there was a good reason for the ambassador to change his planned 31 October departure,
the Mbassador would be informed in time to make his own decision.

SOURCE : STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) P. 37 DAWSON

FILE: . | DATE:




‘PERSONS/ENTITIES:
CONEIN GEN. DO CAO TRI
GEN. NGUYEN KHANH

CATEGORIES:

-

CS60C MH

GEN. DON
AMBAS. LODGE

=
=]
g OCCURRLawuL .
'Y
N i
8 :
- 4
[ d
w
-]
& CON'T ON NEXT
L CARD
= s GO e PO
ek
w
b
SOURCE:

FILE: g , s _

bt . . Eﬂ 6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES

- ' I
OCCURRENCE:
¥

CON'T FROM IAST™
CARD

fad i .
.)OURCL.:: P. %}
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ] CATEGORIES:
Finh ’ -
ghnng, CADPT Concin ’ 11/2/63

f
Ehu, o Dinh
am, Col

b

k

3 OCCURRENCE:
Eam was returning with Diem and Mhu and an aide of Diewm to the headguarters
o an armored personnel carrier when Minh in a separate column in radio com-
munications with Lan's colunn found out that Diem and Yhu had been taken.
onein states that Hinh with his aide, crosscd the colnmn, halted it and
shunn stepped into the armored car and upen orders from !Minh hons Tilled
hem.  The bodies were then taken direcctly to the General Staff leatouavters
and later on-in the aflternoon they were later removed from the Cencral Stalf
Headauarters to Clinigue St. Paul.

SOURCE:  jicarines, 9SC Conein, Junc 20, 1975 STAFF: Davson
DATE: 7/1/75
FILE
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:

LODGE, HENRY CABOT
1 November 1963 DIEM -
CONEIN

OCCURRENCE: on or about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon on November 1, 1963, there were
communications between LODGE and DIEM. CONEIN was in both radio and telephonic contact
with the Embassy, keeping them posted of the units, the personalities and what was trans-
piring. CONEIN was to convey, one of the first messages from the generals that the genera
did not want any U.S. military officer or advisor with any of the attacking units. They d
not want any American participation within the coup. p. 50

SOURCE : ISTAFF:
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N VAN DON

u/uulJHf”

N THIEN KHIEM

WHOE:

L EHENTLES CATEGOUIES

2400 hours
Nov. 1, '64

9TT 96ed  GT9£TFEEHIZ0E co60C M

T TSO0URCK: . _ e S T
. ===~ Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, R on
| Exhibit One, page 21. —
FILE: - 6/30/75
PERSCNS/ENTITIES: DATIES: CATEGORTES:
Nov. 1, '63 prem
2400 hours
OCCUPRRENCE:
Pt s werstden s Hipoyon Hgoc o
SOURCE . . [STAFF: .
Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, 2227 Dawson,

Exhibit One, page 21.

. 6/30/75



z LRIV /B LT LD DATES: CATEGORLIES:
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SOURCE: TSTRFR

llearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
Exhibit One, page 19.

FILE: - | DATE:

Dawson

T e e e o o= o om0 e = % e ot o i vt o o o e s e S e e e s e .t 2 200 V. i o A e e e e e oty o e o i e

PERSONS/ENTITIRES: DATES:

11/1/63

2400 hours DIEMg////

OCCURNIENCES

T SOURCES | SR
Hearings, §.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, N Dawson

Exhibit One, page 21.
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MINH
AMBASSADOR LODGE

OCCURRENCE :

1333 T Loiyg oidil mweeeivz N
Sy e %
L VanaS 4 P .

~

SOURCE: ) |
B Hearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, E—
page 18. : DATE:

] i g0 Yoy
T T i £ L2 s ¥F-o
FILE CRCAE

PERSONS/ENTITIES: - DATES: CATEGORIES:

11/1/63 .
2140 hours DIEM u////

OCCURRERCE:

SOURCE: | STAFF:
Hearings, $.58.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson
Exhibit One, Page 19.
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’FRSON&/} ITITTES DATES:
T 11/1/63
DUONG VAN MINH » 1545 nowfm

FHFLJOILES:

TRAN VAN MINH .
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=y L
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\) DU:)"‘ '1 Hcarmgs, 5.5.C. I., 6/20/(), (,oneln, Ethlt l ST A, Dé;}so.h
FILE: page 16. DATE :

— R

oLl _ _._8/30/75.

CATEGOR[;O.
DILM .
}’-—52“\) o

iy b s
HE”&A&?

PERSONS/ENVIPIES: + - DATES:
11/1/63
GEN. NGUYEN KHANH 1545 hours

E -;;~-.-5,;)3 _"._ ¢
’ M
OCCURRENGE b&@"
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— S . [ STAFF: Dag
SOURCES  yoarings, §.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one 2 2L * Dawson

- page 16. ,
' NATE - 6/30/15
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1330 hours
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SOURCE?

Hearings, $.5.C.I
page 1k,

.5 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

i D .
STAFE D Dawson

PERSOHS/FNTITIFS ¢
COL, Le QUANG TUNG

DI‘\’ 17‘3

11/1/63
1400 hours
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SOURCE: Hearlngo, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, SEAEE: piem

g page 1k,

6
DATE : /30/15
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CATEGORIES:

LLiaoUihs INTL L LS i_)_A’i‘!':}S : E . /
COLBY Noverber 1, 1963 DIEM

LODGE, }3.C -

; C g s y STAres that the
SCLUREENCE : wnen DIEM e¢alled LODGE directly Preceding nis deatn, COLBY : .
%%éégggfé%gé he saw of the summary of the conversation was that DIEM, "....said Fhat.he wif
going.to require his officers to have filled their:oaths of loyalty ?o the cons?ltutlonf ;
ﬁﬁetnamese constitution, in his office as president. He was very stiff about his position
President." p. 67

SOURCE:

TAFF
| | STAI R. DAWSON
i .

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby [ 1 July 1975
FILE: { DOTE
--——-—-- ----------------------------------------------- ' ------------------------

PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : CATEGORIES :

CONEIN %

DON, GENERAL 1 Nov 1963 DIEM

STATION (sa\con)
JGS headquarters

OCCURRENCE: 0 November 1, 1963, "CONEIN went to JGS headquarters and remained at the

command post throughout the Struggle. Before leaving his home, CONEIN alerted the STATION
by radio. Upon arriving at JGS headquarters, CONEIN was told by GENERAL DON that DON had
tried unsuccessfully to reach CONEIN earlier by telephone. A later check revealed that
CONEIN's telephone was out of order. CONEIN was told that he was to keep a telephone line
open to the Ambassador. Because there was a CIA officer on the scene and in intimate con-

tact with the coup principals,the STATION was able to report
of the coup."

kG
' AN P
SOURCE: STAFF:
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. 41-42 R. DAWSON
FILE:

DATE: 29 June 1975

almost minute-by-minute progres:
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 4

COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November DIEM 0

DIEM ] 1963 B, [

MIHN, GENERAL - g m b, .
OCCURRENCE: o py states that "When CONEIN was told by the generals, GENERAL MINH,

that the NHU brothers, DIEM and NHU, had committed sulcide, CONEIN thought it incredible

on its face. This was because both brothers were very strong Catholics and CONEIN doubted.
that they would have done such a thing. According to COLBY, CONEIN was offered a chance

to look at the bodies but fturned it down. In trying to reconstruct the period of the assass-
ination on November 1, COLBY reports that there was a telephone conversation between Presi-
dent DIEM and the generals. In fact there were several of them. President DIEM was very
strongly rejecting the generals, calling them to discipline, and so forth, in the early
stages. At a later stage, in the early morning of November 1, he called and indicated that
he would surrender if he would be properly handled. The generals then sent somebody down to
receive that surrender and found that President DIEM was not there. He'd actually gotten
out through the back door of the palace and had gone down to another section of the city.

SOURCE: CONEIN was not in attendance. FSTAFF:
R. DAWSON

.Hear%pgs, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 17-19.

FILE: DATE: 29 Jme 1975

- PERSONS/ENTITIES: ‘ DATES: CATEGORIES:

CONEIN : et S
CRTTIC 1 Nov 1963 Tk GOH, !:;:.* AT

PR VR S ! -4 U SR
JGS headquarters :,'ﬁ{fﬁ ei?ﬁ \f: \niJAXEia, ii
STATION .25 L s R R
OCCURRENCL :

The IG Report makes the following statement: "The fact that CONEIN was at
JG3 headquarters is well known in official circles", and bolsters that notoriety by the
following statement: ""The first cable (on the coup) was received at headquarters at 0117
hours, . (November 1, 1963,) Washington time, and was filed on the CRITIC network at 0159.

At 0256 hours, following receipt of the sixth non-CRITIC cable, headquarters instructed the
STATION to put the coup reporting on the CRITIC network at the STATION. Sometime during the
day of 1 November (the confirmation copy of the cable lacks a date/time stamp) headquarters
cabled a warning to the STATION against including the names of CIA personnel in its CRITIC
cables. CONEIN is identified by and as being at JGS headquarters in eleven CRITIC messages,
seven of which were put into the CRITIC channel, without the name being deleted, here at
headquarters."

SOURCE: STAFF:
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 42 R. DAWSON
' DATE:
FILE: 29 June 1975
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- o LALLS: CATEGORIES :
CONELN . 1 Noverber 1963 DIEM _——

OCCURRENCE :

When the generals took over the PTT
left only the embassy lines open. The telephone t

gougland instead of leaving CONEIN's telephone int

which controlled the commnications, they
erminals had been taken out prior to the
0 his home open, it had been disconnected

SOURCE :

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

FILE: R. DAWSON
DATE . '
July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : f CATEGORIES :
I
COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November 1963 ; DIEM

Nhw i
l

OCCURRENCE: corsy stated that "The CIA had nothing to do with the assassination of Pres—
ident DIEM and Mr. NHU. The actual assassination was a shock and surprise to everyone in
ine United States govermment and when it was ammounced it was a matter of grave concern.

In retrospect, one nust realize that there was, however, considerable debate about encoura;
ing and swporting the generals in an overthrow of the DIEM regime, and that the record is
very clear that the United States through itsoverall policy was in support of that overthr:
and, of course, I think it is fair to say that in launching a violent overthrow of a re-
gime involved such as this, people are going to get hurt, and in this case, the leaders we.
killed in the process." pp., 19-20

-1
Rl
3
g
1)

. L 5

SOURCE: STAFF :

R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 19-20

T . MAME . AN Tevmm~ ANTC
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CATEGORJES:

PERSOHS /ENTT LTS SATES:

1

16 SEFT. '63

1§93

OCCURRENCE :

Db

3t PSeeoicn HMiw poetlions durdnog thils period &3
AR ZOYERer dld not endsar him So the gopulauion o ths
Griicars, ‘ R T - :

SOURCE 5
e Heari : STAFE: Dawson
earings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit oue,
. page 12. DATE : /20y /7
FILE: 2ALEE6/30/75
DATES: CATEGORIES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES
CONEIN 1 November 1943 DIEM |

OCCURRENCE: (ONEIN stated that on several occasions, he warned the embassy that certain |

shellings were going to take place, or bombings by aircraft were going to take place at a
certain time in order to alert American personnel who might be 1iving around the area to
watch out or stay under cover, because they~would find 105's in the center of the city.
There were no American casualities during this coup. The Vietnamese suffered about 100

dead. p. 51-52

I STAFF:_

R :
SOURCE R. DAWSON
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R U RN A T T o IR TR A LA " ) T
VRGO /UL LS DATES: CATEGORIES::

el

11/1/63 ‘ DIEMv

OCCURRENCE :

SOURCE: ™ e S
, pageliff’ S5.C.I., 6/20/75, Coneln} Exhibit one, S ewreon
oy ~ DATE :
A h e : — 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ‘ CATEGORIES:
GEN. DINH 31 August.'63 DIEM e

{
COUNSELLER WU

Dinh, on approximately 31 August, had the audacity to inform both President
Diem and Counseller Fhu that he was their savior and requested a ministerial
post for himself.

T SOURCET Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, | 2TANES payson

B pages 12-13.
FILE: ' DATE:  g/30/75
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IEMV”

GEN. MINH

OCCUKKENCE

\

2T
S

is
CON'T, ON
NEXT CARD
SOURCE? , ' | STAFRT Dawson
- Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
pages 11-12.
BT L . ~ DATE : 6/30/15

: PERSONS/ENTITIES: . : DATES: CATEGORTES:

Ao by e Y s - -, “ %
toen asiied cuct

C oA

—— " Dawson

b 3]
i
—
<

!
b

oaTe: 6/30/75

SOURCE: p_ 12, 1AST CARD CONTINUED ’ STAFF:

3137k ‘7.'
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’ PERSOUS/ENTITIES DATES: “ CATEGORILS :
COL. KHANGY” _
T 11/1/63

CON'T O
NEXT CARD

= )

TN e NS
LFrRGNY

SOURCE »
““——=" Hearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page 12,

FILI

————

it

.
-

N T o e TT% 7= ' 1o g v et i i . s v g e v 42 i
DT L

Xz, 2

. PERSONS/ENTITIES ;

Y R e

ESNTENUATION FROM IAST CARD

i Colonel

aivon

“

FRANLug 3

I Jolonel

SOURCE: . ]T?FKWF:
T T Page 12, con't. s
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DETIE : .

11/1/63

Pnr 4 5
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Hearings, S.5.C.I.,
page 13.

| STAFF: Dawson
6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T

DATE: 6/30/75
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FrLINOUNG /il b ino L

AL LD :

PERSONS/LENTITTES :

Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75; Conein, Ixhibit one,
pages 13-1h.

DATISS :

-—————STA P Dawson
oppes 30015

CA'N GORIES

NGO DINH NHU 11/1/63 e
GEN. DON
GEN. DINH
OCCURRENCE:
SOURCE: .
———  lhearings, §.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
page 13.

FTIE:

namr . (/0775
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SGORIES:

GEN. DON '
CONEIN ,
AMBASSADOR FOUQH

AR

JCCURRENCE

" CONTINUED ON NEXT CARD

Ocror.

. w€>ﬂw
Hearings, S.S. 75 i ixhibi , 77T Dawson
S A : ! DATE :

Zr. m\wo\a

[ T g — et e e s e s ke o ! L S R A LT L e et

L PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES :  CATEGORIES: .

OCCURRENCE:

JONT FROM LAST CARD 2
- oL R

iliildcxﬂﬁ.«v.my ﬁ Ovpﬁ; STAPI
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 'DATES: CATEGORIES:

HARKINS, LODGE, BUNDY, DON, -
: 30 Oct. 1963

FL 58 £

QCCURRENCE:  on 30 October 1963, LODGE replied to BUNDY's cable (DIR 79109) of the
same date by CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2063): "........ do not think we have the
power to delay or discourage a coup. DON has made it clear many times that this is
a Vietnamese affair......I believe we should continue our present position of keeping
hands off but continue to monitor and press for more detailed information. CAS has
been anaylzing forces for some time and 1t is thelr estimate that the generals have
probably figured their chances pretty closely.......It does not seem sensible to have
the military in charge of matter which is so profoundly political as a change of govern-
ment....As to requests from the generals, they may well have need of funds at the last
moment with which to buy off potential opposition. To the extent that these funds can be
passed discreetly, I believe we should furnish them....If we were convinced that the coup
was going to fail, we would of course 'do everything we could to stop it. HARKINS has read
T TSOURCE: this and does not concur. START :

. R. Dawson

CIA IG Report 1967, p. 39 DATE :

i ——" 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES CATEGORIES:
FELT, ADMIRAL CINCPAC Commander T
CONEIN 31 October 196§ DIEM&—

OCCURRENCE :

CONEIN stated that on or about October 31, 1963, FELT came to Vi ‘
landed and had an interview with DIEM in the morning. P.’U8 s etnam and

ET

SOURCE: STAFF :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ——" R. DAWSON
FILEZ pﬂg—: Teovtaes TaTe
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: _ DATES : CATEGORIES:

LODGE
BUNDY | 30 Oct 1963 pIEM /

OCCURRENCE: o october 30, 1963 in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2094) the following
cable from LODGE (in its entirety) occurred: "Thanks for your sagacious instruction. Will
carry out to best of my ability."

oy gt 2O T N Nlr—f:”‘
‘\u fg"g . é}[ﬁ}- 5‘:\,,ie\'\ﬂ f‘
i§3“¥*51¢3 & 4§
ﬂﬁkﬂ'Jh"”i
SOURCE : ‘ ] :
S E STAFE: ¢ DawsoN
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 40
FILE: DATE : 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: CATEGORIES: . .
TODGE - T i fati i i
30 Oct 1963 | G TR
el L
BUNDY (?) : LASIE Sut

OCCURRENCE: On October 30, 1963, 1n a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 79407) The Tollowing
quotation appeared: "....We do not accept as a basis for U.S. policy that we have no power
to delay or discourage coup....We cannot limit ourselves to proposition implied in your
message that only conviction of certain fallure justifies intervention....U.S. authorities
will reject appeals for direct intervention from either side.... " ( the IG Report here
states without further showing the author of the above message that "the White House re-
peats its instructions on command of the country team after LODGE leaves." The inference
can probably be drawn that the message although looked upon as a CIA cable to Saigon, it
was undoubtedly emanating from the White House.)

SOURCE : STAFF :
CIA IG Report, 1967 p. 39 '

R. DAWSON

—————— - - ] — ——————— —— —————— —— . — - ——_—— —— - {—_—— ——— ———— - W~ it W o ———— > o - —— - -~ - — " -
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PERSOUS/ENTITIES: SATES: CATEGORIES:
SMITH, DAVID JMCCUUE

PARKINS, GEWMRAL —LELMS Oct. 29, 1963, AR SR N TR
TRUEHARD, WILLIAM COLBY ] ;\) \ Dmmﬂ&(;ﬁ H
KISNEDY ,  ROBERT \i j;;{ @zjtgj&[y&4¢¢yt; 5

KENNEDY JOHN F,

OCCURRENCE: ~

Tn a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY
in attendance. ‘The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: 1t was suggested
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
comnittee Lo direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that BMITH should
not be involved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to
provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions
in the operations field. The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view
that even a successful coup would create a period of Interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: STAFF @
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 DATE: Dawson

FILE: —  6/21/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARKINS, DON e e TN
MINH KINNEDY , JOIIN F. ew omDIEMTYT T
LODGE Oct 30, 19634 1 & ' .
BUNDY L " : ,

OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR79109) of OCT 30, 1963, BUNDY wrote to LDDGE saying that
.charifes of action with or without our approval now so sighificant that we should
urpently consider our attitude and contingency plans. We believe our attitude to
coup group can still have decisive effect on itsdecision. ... We must have assurance
balance of forces clearly favorable...CONEIN should express to DON that we do not find
presently reveal plans to give clear prospect of quick results...we badly need some
corroborative  evidence of men or others directly involved. highest authority desires
it clearly understood that after your departure HARKINS should participate in all coup
contacts supervision and the event coup begins he become head of country team.

SOURCE: 1 STAFF
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 39 Dawson

HW¥ 50955 DocId:32423615 Page 136



—— ) b e b 4B § DAT'ES : m .
LODGE, AMBASSADO —— CATEGORIES:

DIEM
NHU : Oct. 29, 1963 TER

AREE S

b NN T :

; i S S L o
E?Aa f@lggwle I‘r‘}om Saigon (SAIG20U0) of 29 October, sent thibﬁg;) eyes only channels of -
'Ji‘ati, - SE gives s view on the seemingly inminent coup: "In summry, it would a :
e USG. oo gkgszgg gycggg gﬁgera%s froup is imminent...and that no pogitiveactionpg;ar
’ ' - empt short of iInforming DIFM and NHU...Alt: ;
¥ve no requests to date by the generals for materi Co " Althougnthere
mticipate that such requests may be forthcomt ‘r;vfl.‘?ﬁls or tinancial support, we must

SOURCE : |
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 STAFF:
- DATE : &
i
6/21/15
it
Uk
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
- LODGE, AMBASSADOR .
DIEM Oct. 29, 1963 DIEM ¥
NHU
OCCURRENCE: ‘ (‘?T\f'!m R

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG2040) of 29 October, sent hiot
CIA, LODGE gives his view on the seemingly imminent coup:
that a coup attempt by the gamnerals group is imminent...and that no positiveaction by
the USG can prevent a coup attempt short of.informing DIEM and NHU.. .Althoughthere
have no requests to date by the generals for materials or financial support, we must

anticipate that such requests may pe forthcoming..."

eyeg\ only* channels of'«
"In summary, it would appear

[ STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38
: ' Dawson

SOURCE:

PTT. .
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

GEN. DON , ' 10/28/63 DIEMY
AMBASSADOR LODGE . .

CONEIN
A 1
OCCURRENCE :
§ i
L |
2
it s
PP
GG
il
SOURCE : . STAFE :
Hearings, S5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson
DN 7 ? DATE :
FILE: : e —  6/30/15
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: " CATEGORIES:
SMITH, DAVID MCCONE o A
HARKINS, GENERAL  HELMS Oct. 29, 1963 F (- (:;f;ﬂffﬁj. AT
TRUEHARD, WILLIAM COLBY ﬂ-'ijf D fq&”’fii
KENNEDY, ROBERT 4%@ @y&mxfméhmta
KENNEDY, JOHN F. :

QCCURRENCE :
In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY
in attendance. The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: 1t was suggested
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
committee to direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that S8MITH should
not be involved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to
provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions
in the operations field. The Presldent stated that if the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should dlscourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view
that even a successful coup would create a period of Interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: STAFF:
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K PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CAYEGORIES:

GEN. DON :
GEN. DO CAO TRI 1/6 ) o DT Jm(;t
NGUYEN KHANH

GCCURRENCE?

BRy T - son o
NEXT Hgrgen o
CARD

iz, ond in
vhback Szlzow
S

WSO

SOURCE: , T
S—=—=" Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

page 1l. 6/30/75

"'ﬁ@r;ﬁfﬁ?—“@a

OCCURRENCE:

CONTINUATION OF LAST CARD,

SOURCE:

FPILE: : DATE:
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—y

“PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
CONEIN GEH. DUONG VAN MINH
GEN. TRAN VAN DON Nov. 1, 1963 _

TRAIN THIEN KHIBM,
TRAN VAN MINH _§COH Y
OCCURRENCE: — T

CONTINUED O NEXT

— .. CARD )
. yEEY 1,:,’ 'L"f'. g k;
SOURCE ; , STAFF? - - T
Hearings, S'S;C'I'J 6/20/75, COnein, Exhibit One' Da‘.‘rson
Doono o o Q/”L%
H -.J S o < . .
FILE: . DATE: ©6/30/75
OCCURRENCE :
-
Iwu--\.n:.’.' S eera i atane sty o

CONT. FROM LAST
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 1 DpaTES:
11/2/63
JICE PRESIDENT THO 0310 hours DIEM—"

CATEGORIES :

OCCURRENCIE: -

NoLe Tign Srenddoae Wi ot JG3
Toinos by oncdoer eavy aTTaAck
SOURCE : - - — STRFH e
Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson

Exhibit One, Page 22.
FILE: DATE:  6/30/75
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flluwaUieioy L'Ji“.ll’l.LL‘uD .

DATES: CATEGORIES:
2 November 1963 @M .

. ﬂ\ 9 ‘_ B [T
MINH A
NHUNG %

OCCURRENCE :

CONEIN stated that around 6:30 or 6:4
tc MINH for the first time. DIEM asked MINH for f

not guarantee full honors, if and during the time that Vietamese were still killing one
another. DIEM stated that he would order the ceas

that this took place at about 7:50, Novenber 2, 1963.
3's an escort of military police proceeded imme-

» went out the back road from

SOURCE : STAFF
— , 2L R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FILE: DATE : July 1, 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DAYES: CATEGORTES :
MINH- 11/2/63

' 2420 hours DIEM v~
’ odza(?)

OCCURRENCE:

) vﬂwgk
P
SOURCE: Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, 2TAE: pawson
Exhibit One, page 23,
FILE: . , l rre. 6/30/75
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FORSUNS/ENT I TES DATES:

CATEGORIES:

Hon, fieneral
Conecin 11/2/65 ' Diem

OCCURRENCE:

Concin stated at the time .they were
mony on the capitulation of Dien,
in the press Pace 74.

coing. to bhring the press in for the cere-

. oyl T ; . .
Jon said get the hell out we are hrincino

SOURCE ; ISTAFW-
Hearings, SSC Conecin, Junec 20, 1975 | Davson
FILE: iDATL 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES : CATEGORIES::

————

LAM, DUONG NGOC

R (N t, 1 t DIEM .
- | Bacrb et ,
SRNEFAL, WAT HU Nooem her d, 1963 &L

OCCURRENCE: XUAN and LAM receiving the message that DIEM and NHU had been spotted, took
of f with armored cars and went to the church. XUAN reported to the President, saluted,

and told him to get into the armored car. NHU protested and asked for a sedan. DIEM and NHi
were shoved into the car and were told by the commander of the column LAM, who was a little
fat guy who wore a mustache and used to command the civil guard and not the individual who

later became I-Corps commander, that the use of the armored car was for their physical pro-
tection. p. 59-60

SOURCE: STAFT:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

R. DAWSON
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PERSONS/ENTIVIES ‘ DATESf CATEGORIES:
Conein o ‘

Lodze  Rc. 1172763 Diem'4—f’r’

OCCURRENCE:
ConpcTmstatea he kept contact with the junta "until the day that the U. S,
officially recosnized the South Vietnamese government. There were several
countrics that recognized, and T was acting as the liaison officer for the
ambassador to the junta during this period for approximately ten days or
two weels.

SOURCE: jrearings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975
FILE: p. 61 DATE: 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : CATEGORIES :
Tuan Conein . 11/R/63 i Dien
“hu '
OCCURRENCE

Colby stated that another officer who had worked with Concin was apparently
cexecuted about that same tiwme as Diem and *hu were. Tuan had been head of
the Special TForces and had worled very closcly with Diem and Xhu and Councin and
was exccuted by the Generals -that morning. Page 27-235.

SOURCE; , , [STAPP'

— learings, SSCI, June 20, 1075, Colby ‘ Dawson
FILE ;DATE:

FILE , 7/1/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
11/2/63

CATEGORIES:

DiO“L/’//

Finh
dut, oo Binhn
onein

OCCURRENCE:
Joncin explained that although it was baffling as to why Dien left the palace
to co to the church in Cholon, and although he did not know exactly how they
ot out the general assumption was that there were secret tunncls.in the palace
shich was the former Governor General's Palace called Gailong Palace. The
tunncel took them under and throunh the palace and the half block to City lHall.
lage 63-064,

S NSO p—.

SOURCE: . o STAFF: ,
= llcarings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975 — Dawson
FILE: DATE: _
e ld —_— 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: f CATEGORIES:
Bane, ‘lajor fhinn , : Vi b
PMen, Nooc Conein 14/3‘/L 5 ! Ren -
Tau Hhu
OCCURRENCE:

Pane was in the armored column and returned abont an hour after Minh had left.

Concin asked Bung(whom Conecin had met in llanoi in 1949 what his orders were.
pang stated the orders going through the palace was that we werc not to fire
unless we were fired upon and that they had not been found at that time.

The expectation was and cverybody assumed, that Minh and Hhu were at the
palace.

5 T e 5
STAFE Nawson

PODRCE: .-kam-\ , OSSN Coraa G/Abo/‘}g"’
A F; / 7
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CARD
e ' 11/2/63 DIEM v~
N . ﬂLY 0310 hours

PERSONS/ENTITIES: LUNTT ON NEXI DATES : CATEGORIES ‘[C

()bLlH{HhJQLI-

AT
N, Y

s

13

5
o e
n Yan Cao, Thol Gnangs

LIST OF OFFICERS ininngls: Loy YVan Shati
PARTICIPATING I mod
THY COUP: e 5

-

CON'T on NEXT
CARD

B T
Livang wgac

e, 3
(g el

SOURCE: jyonn ——" | arape -
SOURCE: Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Cone §£ﬁ£ﬁ: Dawson
xhlblt One, page 22,

oere.  6/30/75

$omiitens —— e e i o e e

PERSONS/BENTITIES: , DATIES ¢ CATEGORIES:

- ' : DIEM
NGUYEN CAO KY

OCCURRENCE:
LASTCRRD CoN

Y o= R B P LI
Ja% . Colonaslis:

TLIST OF OFFICERS PARTICIPATING IN THE CoUP:

7]
_
O
~"

SOURCE? ST
Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
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o o e i bk kT AL e e

LAST CAR-D: \ OC_

SOURCE: STAFE:
DATI

ELE :

e et i e 3 v o i by o £k A At A T | e A e b et SAE T i o e A e wn L e et
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¥

AR et e A AT
PEPRECHE/ENTT P RS DATES

11/2/63
1330 hours

NHU
B OCCURKENCE :
RS R o 1
ey g o o
viLiln ! o
Sty e a2 iy n ) 1 [y } LRI
SOURCE: ’ o CSTAFT:
TTTTTTT Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson
P 2k - 25, : DATE:
erng. 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: , CATEGORIES:
DIEM B —
DON, GENERAL .
MINH, GENERAL ‘ 2 Nov 1963 DIEM *
CONEIN
JGS headquarters
OCCURRENCE;

"According to one of CONEIN's reports, DIEM called GENERAL DON at 0650 hours
2 November and offered to surrender unconditionally. GENERAL MINH immediately ordered all

telephones removed from rooms in thelr JGS command post area. This cut off all communicatio
with the outside except for radios under MINH's control.

SOURCE: I STAFF:

R. DAWSON
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la l (}11.('3/ ',.J":""I 'S

1 (' 1".‘) .

1130 hours

Nov. 2, '63

"A”W’ ORTES:

NHU
WCCURRENCE s T
IO
o }:alfl now
- SOURCE: . ] STARE . -
SURILE Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, “—=—"" Dawson
Exhibit one, page 24. DATE :
PTTE: l 6/30/75
PERSON§/ENTITTES: Dﬁiﬁi: A”FFORI}%
11/2/63 v///
1330 hours DIEM
iU

OLLUHPiJC}.

2 oan
3
-
SOURCE : STAFF:
‘Hearings, $.5.C.I1., 6/20/7S, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
page 25,

PTLE:

DR PR
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PEASONS/LENTITIES @ DATIES : CATEGORIES:

11/2/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE 1000 hours DIEM -

S
STAFY:

TTSOURCE ) | g
-~ Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
Exhibit One, page 24.
RILIE: DATE:  6/30/75

Dawson

PERSONS/ENTITTES DATES : CATEGORIFS:

GEN. MAI HUU XUAN 11/2/63 , V////
1130 hours DIEM

NHU

OCCURRENCE:

Leoated Dien
(IR R ey wian »

T SOURCE: .
""" Hearings, S$.S.C.I1., 6/20/75, Conein,
Exhibit one, page 24. -
PTLE: DATE:  6/30/75

- STAF T ~Dawson ™
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PERSONS/ENTITIES . DATES:

/ 11/2/63
NHU ‘ i 1000 hours

CATEGORIES:

DIEM

T TTTOCCURRENCE:

SOUACE: Hearings, S$.S.C.I., 65/20/75, Conein

Exhibit One, page 24.
FILE:

[ STAFF:

sy Dawson

NATE s 6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITPIES: ; DATES:

, : 11/2/63
NHU : 1000 hours

CATEGORIES:

OCCURRENCE:

A Noom nad E v
SOURCE:  Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein STAFY:  pawson

Exhibit One, page 2&.

FILE

AT . 6/30/75
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1
PERSOUHL/IET LT TS DS . CATHRGONTES

Vice President THO 11/2/63 /
- : 0420 hours DIEM

OCCURERNCE :

Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, e " Dawson
Exhibit One, page 23. PATE:  6/30/75

PrRHSOHS/EN T 115, 37
Avearnsvl.a/ PN LU LT DAY . N YNy T s
et L R M R . CATEOORIES:

11/2/63
1000 hours | DIEM

COCCURRENCE: T

SOURCE:
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PERSUNS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DON '
CONEIN 2 Nov 1963 DIEM///

OCCURRENCE: On 2 November 1963, GENERAL DON informed CONEIN that he needed money to pay
the families of persons killed during the coup. CONEIN gave GENERAL DON an additional
1,750,000 piasters. One bundle of 250,000 piasters was overlooked and was found later in
CONEIN's safe. (The~.IG:Report goes on to note as follows: "The passing of these funds is
obviously a very sensitive matter.')

-
o aaeemi b
i

e
e

SOURCE : STAFF:
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. 40-41 ‘ R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: o DATES: | ~ CATEGORIES:

KTANH | Jan. 1964 t DIDM "
MAJOR DANG SY : |
| |
- 2
OCCURRENCE : 70

At the trial of Dang Sy by the Khanh regime thﬁg‘
coup leaders temporary or provisional government, Khanh' wﬁ?'”l,p
deaths had been caused-by American-supplied grenades of %% tyﬁ% known as MKIII whose
use had been ordered by Dang Sy, and the convicegggxby=theﬁmilitary court was that the 8
deaths were caused by these concussion grcnades.“ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁans argues in her book that this
conviction is contrary to the Pentagon's assessmens of the MKIII grenade which found that
at worst the effects of such a grenade are non-fatal. Nor does such a grenade have suffi-
cient force to decapitate or mutilate persons, let alone bring down the ceilings, doors,
and windows that were adjacent to the veranda of the radio station. (95-96) Higgins also
states that: "The conviction of Major Dang Sy certainly throws no light on the matter

q@geded that of the
eutor insisted that the

one way or another. The trial was clearly rigged from the start." (96-97)
SOURCE: [STAFP:
Our Viet Nem Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
1965 , : !

PTLE: . iDA'i‘E: July 2, 1975
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§ o Ul / IS L Ly s DATES: CATEGORIES:

Thich Tri Quang Spring, 1965 Diem
McNamara :

Diem

OCCURRENCE ;

Higgins, in her book, quoﬁes McNamara as stating in Spring of 1965 that: "Thich
Tri Quang has made serious trouble for us before, and he will again. Perhaps the
greatest mistake we made was _when we gave Thich Tri Quang at the U. S.
Embassy." (from September through November 1963) Page 103
0Ty

| % %%m\w

SOURCE: Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, §EZ£§3: Dawson
Harper and Rowe
FILE: _ DATE:  ju1y 3, 1975
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Colby, Wm. E. PQG/(GM; D - . Deem _
Breckinridge 3 l ¢7 IX-C-2-5

. Castvo
OCCURRENCE:

UALLO CATEGORIES::

Breckinridge actually put together the I.G. Reports and he did so in

response to a March 1967 Drew Pearson colum to the effect that the agency
was involved with criminal syndicates to assassinate Castro. As a result
of discussions caused by the Pearson column, staff members in the I.G.'s
office were directed to put together reports on CIA involvement in the

assassination of Castro, Trujillo, and Diem (50).

SOURCE; STAFF
SSCI; testimony of Wm. E. Colby, 6/4/75 JFD
FILE: Cage DATE: ¢/28/75

—---—-———---———-.—-————--——-—c————-—---—-—---——--—---——————-————--.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : CATEGORIES:
IG REPORT
CONEIN
SPERA 31 May 1967 DIEM, ¥
DON, GENERAL
DIEM

OCCURRENCE: 1, concluding, the IG Report makes the following observations: "To recap:
(a) CIA was not in favor of the decision to abandon the DIEM regime, but faithfully carried
~out instructions. (2) CIA officers CONEIN and SPERA were the contacts with the coup gener-
als, but only as approved and under instructions. (c) A CIA officer, CONEIN, was at the
generals' command post throughout the fighting. (d) CONEIN fumished GENERAL DON about
$65,000 to buy off opposition military units while the coup was in progress. (e) CIA had
no hand in the assassinations and had no foreknowledge of them."

el X L
gqﬁ!;m (s
- SOURCE: STAFF @
R. DAWSON
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. U4 DATE :
FILE: - 29 Jure 1975
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CATEGORIES:

COLBY 1975

£ tusie S/ i e UL LS ’ DATES :

v
\,

OCCURRENCE : : ——— . _
—————————" COLBY stated in response to the difficulty for the United States once it has

sought to accomplish objectives through foreign nationalists to control the actions of the.

foreign nationalists, that "Certainly the foreigner makes his own decisions at various tir
the degree: to wnich he is going to do one thing or the other. The U.S. cannot control it.
The U. S. can assist them, the U.S. can counsel him and advise him, pernaps influence him,
but the control, that is....when you ars dealing with essentially another soveripgn, why ti
are limits to your degree of authority over them." p. 76

_..-._—.....--._——_-—_—-.-—_—.__——--_—————._————-—-.—_—.—-—-————__—_—

SOURCE: STATT
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby ' R. DAWSCH
FILE DATE: 1 July 1975

- — - — g 2 T . o . b
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