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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

* This material contains Information effecting the National Defents: of: the United States within tha m ol tho - Espronage Laws, Titie 18, U.S.C .Se
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. CLASSIFICATION ~— DISSEMINATION CONTROLS .
CONFIDENTIAL - ™"""""N0' FOREIGH DISSEM

COUNTRY  SOUTH V1 ETNAM _ REPORT NO. ~TDCS-3/547,672

| TELEGRAM:

SUBJECT . PLANS FOR A.COUP. D'ETAT |IN. CENTRAL _ DATEDISTR.  1C wav 1963
VAETNAM BY THE REFORMED ~ ¥NQDD . .
PRECEDENCE ROUT INE

DATE OF . REFERENCES - | IN - f. '
INFO. EARLY MAY: 1963 ' ' o ol

;:G:EA:;Q VLETNAM, sLmou (13 may 1963)

o FIELD REPORT NO. rFvs 8959 . .-.:.;
" THIS 1s UNEVALUATED INFORMATION, SOURCE GRADINGS ARE.DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 1

SOURCE A .v)ETNAMESE NEWSPAPERMAN (¢) .WITH EXTENSIVE CONTACTS IN PRESS AND POLITICAL CIRCLES."

APPRAISAL: {T. 1S PROBABLY TRUE. THAT THE.VNQDD 1S BEING REFORMEC; ITS CAPABILITHES
IN_.CENTRAL .V(ETNAM CANNOT. BE .JUDGED.

— -
', SHORTLY AFTER THE 8 MAY 1963 INCIDENT IN HUL, Nu‘YEN VAN

-Luc RECEIVED A PLAN FOR A coup D’ETAT IN C&NTR#L vuwwmw | FROM THE
'CENTRAL COHMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL VIETNAM THOAT. xac PHONG TRAO
(TXPT) - (SOUREE CGMMENT.. TXPT DOES NOT TRANSLATL ME AN1NGFULLY
JNTO ENGLISH. THOAT HAS THE CONNOTAT ION OF @oINa ou7 IN MIND AND
SPIRIT; XAC MEANS BODY,1.E., PHYSICALLY, PHONG TRAO MEANS MOVEMENT
THUS, THE MOVEMENT OF ‘MIND,. SPIRIT, AND BODY MIGHT BE ONE TRANSLATION,*

A BE'I‘TER GNE WOULD BE VNQDD,) THE TXPT HAS BEEN DF'V"'LOF'H‘IG SIMC &

A RPITR AN LN )

. . Y-V ETNAM. GUOO -PAN. DANG ‘(YNQDD} VIETNAMESE NATIONALI3T FARY

: -1958 FROM THE. /- , PARTICUY ARLY‘THOSE ELEMENTS N EeMFRIL VIETNAM,
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THE VNQDD STRONbHOLD " THE TXPT HLTdOUGH COMUODru ENTIRLLY OF FORMER

_VNQDD MEMBERS WAS ESTABLISHED ESSENIIALLY AS A BUDDniST ASSOCIATION
'AND HAS‘BEEN LEGALLY ENuAGED IN CIVIL AND SOCIAL ACIIVITIES SINCE

ITS FORMATION CLANDESTINE POLITICAL ORG‘LI7A|IUH 1i4S PRCCLEDED
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPINu NEW, YOUNGER LEADSRS, AND OF DENY 1HG
THE OLDER PASSIVE TENETS OF BUDDHISM AS WFLL A5 "I OLDER LEADERS
OF THE VNQDD, THE ULTIMATE INTENT BLING A :vuz L12ED PLvO’Ui.ONAR:
SPIRIT (FIELD COMMENT Luc 1s THE FATHER AHD ACCOMPLICE OF NGUYEN
VAh CU, ONE OF THE TWO PlLOTw WhO SOMBETD Telil e BTG 1LL;L£
ON 27 FEBRUARY 1962 )

2. THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE REMINDED lUF THAT THE ORGAMI-

ZATION WAS IN A POSITION TO HANDLE A COUP ACTION Il CENTRAL ¥IETHAM
_HEFFECfIVELY,'POINf]NG OUT THAT THOSE MILITARY URITS NOT CONTROLLED
F_CPULD BE NEQ%RALIZ;D AND THAT THE AIR BASE Af DA BANG COULD BE
" CONTROLLED THROUGH THE AIR FORCE. THE COMMITYEE STATED THAT, AFTER
. \THE ANT | -BUDDHIST ACTIONS .OF THE GOVERNMEWT, THE PEOPLE WERE READY
;M:EOR AN UPRISING. BY TAKING NGO DINH CAN AND ARCHS!SHOH NGO DINH

THUC INTO CUSTODY AND BY GAINING MILITARY COKTROL OVER THUA THILN

~ AND QUANG ™ NAM PROVINCES, SUCCESS COULD BE ASSURED IN CENTRAL VIETNAM.

THIS WOuLD PLACE THE TXPT IN A POSITION OF USING FRESIDERT DIEM'S

| :TACTICQ OF NEGOTIATIONS AGAINST HIM, I.E., HAVING GAINED CONTROL

OVER CENTRAL VIIETNAM ;. THEY.WOULD OFFER TO NEGOTIATE WITH DIEM
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AND AT THE - SAME TIME, THEY WOULD BE MOUNTING A COUP AGAINST THE
REGIME IN “SA1GON, WHICH WOULD TAKE PLACE NO LATER THAN THREE DAYS
AFTER THE ONE N CENTRAL VIETNAM.
3. Luc SENT A TRUSTED FOLLOWER, ONE VIET , TO 'SAIGON TO Dnscuss

THE PLAN WITH AN OPPOSITIONIST SYMPATHIZER AMD GET HIS VIEWPOINT.
V{ET WAS ADVISED TO TELL LUC THAT ANY SUCH ACTION WAS PRECIPITATE
AND DANGEROUS. ALTHOUGH IT WAS ERbBABLY TRUE THAT THE FORMER VNQDD

~ MEMBERS IN CENTRAL VIETNAM HAD THE POWER CLAIMED, A COUP THERE,

| W|THQUT SIMULTANEOUS ACTION IN SAIGON, WOULD LEAVE A VACUUM WH I CH
THE VIE%ICQNG (VC) COULD IMMEDIATELY USE TO THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE.
vC REAC%IbN'PRbéABLY woOLD TAKE THE FbRM o GAINING CON%ROL OF ALL
AREAS NOT EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED BY THE COUP GROUP, WITH THE:

~ ULTIMATE POSSIBILITY OF PARTITIONING CENTRAL VIETHAM, OF BEING IN A
POSITION TO FORM A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, AND FINALLY, OF BE ING
ABLE TO CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THEMSELVES. ACCORDING TO VIET, THIS
FOLLOWED LUC'S THINK ING, PART ICULARLY BECAUSE HIS FOLLOWERS WERE Nof
IN A PQSIT]ON:TQ ACT IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. VIET

| THOUGHT THAT LUC WOULD INSTRUCT THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN

‘M CENTRAL VIETNAM TO TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS TIME, AND THAT LUC'S

ADVICE WOULD BE ACCEPTED.

‘4, FIELD DISSEM, STATE ARMY NAVY- AIR USMACV USOM MAAG USIS
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