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Mzﬁounnuu FOR : Director of Security \

: Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
CIA and the Bay of Figs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

 SUBJECT

"I'hu manuscript has endently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping” it
at one point, One publisher rejected it as too “controversial’, and noted
its "confidential™ natnro u wcll as its potcntial for libel suits. '

2.. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
nal sccount'” of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
'?;;_imnﬁ)r- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that somesone would hava written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,
“he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.”
' 'f»éHami}ton states that he has used no official files or documente and has = - -
ulted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
, 'maxmacript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
"‘identified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with
¢ possible exception M)jim? 1] The author's claim that this book
would provide no information not known to Castro’s intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
serijously open to question.

3. The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of

_ The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy

ninistration (Schilesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -

he Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took

the opportunity of the Bay of Piga incident to attack and denlgrate CIA.

4., Messors,: Bisseu ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
eatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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E " eoum'y call was being Faid on the Ambassador by the cu Ceatral. - *’
. Americanand Caribbean. Chiefs of Station who are holding thelr annual nglqal'
mﬁu '!:1- md M m cl the reasons’ !at uhcﬁng the yheo d moﬁn‘r

"r

vlly hwdvcd" ia*ﬂn Bogotuo. utthg tho nugo for Hunﬂtoa'a cubu- ‘
juent .comment. - IAcmnyMophyodnjnior role'in the' Bogotm. and L
.48 was aftey th. Bay of Pigs that My, Dulles uu!pod Hamilton the sk of
: 'gfd‘hth.!ojmao.]b.v “Harilton states thati
oquit-thm-yom *vm. Imnh \nn ‘bohg oouocuﬂh MM

e pmtnb«yro-cutro ‘l'cl_pl ‘abread (p.°10), Bo then m- M;‘

’,” ’”ﬁuﬂt 1960 he was' ‘lnvhg tol!u with the aewly-elected president of the

‘ % {p.10) [This could reveal the suthor's ..

g t: Pnoldent Mm a! Unmﬁvhe hcm P»:ogiﬂdent_ i
, ° s ) " -A tet "‘v' N T

. “_Aw;mmm-unauu:. 'rruyhm- mmauma:nd
- ?ﬂa uthoradd‘ that hs had worked with Barnes as a member o!‘tho team -
.. m“‘y | |"l.t l'b”' !'m n“”mal‘lp.m. ”m': ‘_ )

B

‘ ?otad out. ‘Hamiiten's base was to be in-Costa Rica, 'ptovidod u-Pnoldcat
" Poyo rlguru could olvtdn Costa Rican meomat (p.11)." Im- unk cculd |

i ‘point tho mumlerlpz lntroducn the Project Chlof a8 3ah i.. .‘-‘:
: nmably Mz, Esterline], who is referred to as Jaks throughout {p. 12). . "
';,,.al-o mset Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitudes™ g
among CIA officers. Droller's operational nams of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13).

"and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript, [This
. .is not the first tims Droller has been identified as Bender; his name was -
" ..blown by Arthur Schlodngor in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's -

N f‘cmr telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to

:answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14).” -
‘ amum-uunmw-rmumthuu far as he knew "Richard Helms, . .
: cua d opgéuxm'for m cuaduuu Sorvleol. had act becu cut in". (]» 14). O
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“Florida {p.16). “Hamiiton is also advised of the role of Reberio
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‘durstion of the P:aju:t (p. 23). !!pca nmﬂng from Havana, Mm

da nmmmmuaum. “The first yocommendation was thu v,
-’ be assassinated before or eaincldent with the invasion.’ HMamilton eoa-
f hudtuamwhdyaluw«. ‘but Barnes would only tell him
subsequéntly that it was in the'hands of a “special group. ™" soInn'llnnntu‘ :

wmﬂth_m‘ 10 plan‘'was sver developed within mnu-uuhm
; Mmﬁdh M’ugum%a.

. Joct‘toiﬂuﬂeo Pnsld-nt. sumnm states that Guhmnadvhodumthnt
. - Nixon "as Chairman {sic] of the Naticanl Security Council, was the veal
. :aptkph;hundth wo;owmmwmmwuommmm
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vhomhc describes as imaffectual nafvhmh ulh "!u-ibnu

bttibly an!uua M ﬂu issnes® {pe 96). " Hamilton -offers hh,crltlcl-m
w {Manole) W,henu the: hm: had myod vm: Cutro mlag



14-00000

o I Y\

umm dnput voh&u }lunum'c Mclly vu!t. M& am mnhn
I ‘dth Fronts; 1o the Guatemala training bases. Thelir breakiast comversa- -

= - “tions-with President Ydigoras are described. .This breakiast gives the suthor.

. 7 m chance to yeflect back on the CIA yole in the overthrow of Guatemalan . -

.- President Arbens. “He recalls the three exiled 1eaders of Guatemala, H- i
: A.manppoﬂlorm. ‘Cordova 1o head the new governmenat, aadm's vﬂo

,..,;'2’7 ' s
CIA &s’ét‘ i partici-’

3. &mwm-m, Hnmnmrduauhmgmud
“MbyuAmrlmAmyLs, Colonel whose mame was *Frask.” Ima = < -
- footnote, Hanillton adds that this officer had been detailed to CIA for the” = ¢
Project;. mw'cndﬁhdhpﬁm of his actions during the invasion - .
. -.strongly suggest that he was to some extent mentally unbalanced” (p. 124). °

'. «Heaﬂlo -corversations htwm!!unlhatuﬂ“!nnk" uvﬂluﬂnhﬂﬁd
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amnemmdmuy{y.fus) scuomuu
Saiking Ray. “Hamilted mentionad that the Oubans did ne
of the lateneas with which ks broke from:Cas tro {p./147).'C el
‘M&.Jemawtdmwum»mmumm

.-

SR !. Mﬁnmahhsmummdmrﬁmmm.
where the latter 15 working 'on his famois Whits Paper on Cuda {p.- 18n, B
mmouwmmacm:ydmmmwem
.. original point of invasion as too “nolsy.* m-cm:snmnjduth
_ msesting and asks Barass if sverything was going wall. xauamahurpnu :
. this remark as MMMMMMMMM&OM&M .
'uamm-mwyama. M&uﬂum theifact .
that Barnes had kept a mimorandum of his briefing of sunmwéfo‘h
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.i;ivth. lriguh’: h'alhln. and bntth roadiness {p. 160). n. wuthor noup
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- 1. ‘Runnm mnd to Wuhhgtan to utilt W (pﬂlmbly hv. 5
nnup.) 4n the propaganda work.: An attempt to secure Mexican cvopera- '_' _
" tiom to obtain a re-fusling stoy for: the Gustemalan-based aircraft nehcdnlod
. to’bomb Caba falled because of the: wvenality of a Mexican air force officer
.m.,rm mwuum met. kﬁamilbl‘.ﬂ“.:&ll“l uorm

2. Aa thtrxem hadqn v‘n ehmotln;!orimslonhlm :
uvu W”WM%M Yo:kandtohll&omﬂthoymud

" to vemain in Iclationfrom fat date forward.  Hamilton stressss the
' qubrmownt. ummwmm
hd kuanpp-d ﬂw rrm nad hayrhmd ﬂumtyfom (p. 200). _'“' »,g\ inoo

3. With. u.nrdto m nloctioa nl th my of Plp ludh; li“. A
Mm-m.ﬁnu-nltﬁwmm almost entirvely in the hands o!'th.
Pomgen {p. 203). “Relations wlth hm Jms' ;-mc ro‘hﬁal nm h
Naw !orkm aeualp. M ‘

S A.'7 Amyrojcet omccrh nmto tho Caniu er. Bag-hip ol
A nval task force that muamhmmmmnbu. ‘This . o
oa‘ieorvu to sexve as Maamm unl tuk!otu mnmhs.
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e ’Ihc'uurfdtemmjn this eupuuua in m eeacluload m-{ -
previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President, -
./Rostow, -and Stevenson. “[Othar authoritative accounts have included anly .
 ‘Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was preseat. X -
1s believed that the Presidsnt was not at the meeting but was M‘hj}
‘Rusk on the telephons at his Virginia homa.  There is no other Muﬂn.
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“attacks ‘on CIA by Administration officials and the press.. !hunun'mhq
-the Puahhnt‘s establishment of the ".l‘uylov Comlmo to look into |






