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MEMORANDUM FOR : Director of Security

SUBJECT : Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
1 . CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.

" 1 - Hamilton

1. This manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing 
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance. 
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping" it 
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too "controversial", and noted 
its "confidential" nature as well as its potential for libel suits.

^; 2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
5S2^?:to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a 
c<P^Ta5>nal,ac count" of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was 
a^aenibr- ClA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope 
that someone would have written this book so that he would not have to do 
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written, 
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness. 
Hamiltonstates that he has used no official files or documents and has 
^giwtilted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in 

^fenanascript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly 
Ipntified before, and in this intention I believe that he is correct, with 
thep^ exception of^im NoeQ The author's claim that this book 
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service, 
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition's, in my view, 
seriously open to question.

f
^, 3. The book is, in general,favor able to CIA actions in the Bay of 
i. The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy 
Ministration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent. 
President himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness 
isundisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took 

the opportunity of the Bay of Pigs incident to attack and denigrate CIA.

^- 4. Messrs. Bissell and Barnes and the author's other CIA co­
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable 
treatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates, 
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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avorable, bote on pollticaland professional gronnds. *^irf'.Moe|also.
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- -where a courtesy -callwasbeingpaid onthe Ambassador by the: CIA'Central- /.^ 
Anie ri canned Caribbean Chiefs of Station who are holding their annualregional, v 

^ 'meeting, ^>1# noted that one of Ge reasons for selecting the place of meeting^ 
gBwae the Mabsoncelrf;Com^^ embassies*’ (p.6). The presenceofCol. JiU.^^ 
X^3gi^/Division'Ch^,^;^^ King remarks thst-Gurtrew^f'--^
^|||takeyUy iBvolved0 ia tha Bogotnso, s«tting the stage for Hamilton’s snbse-

?uei& ccffBmont. <(A*1^^ played a junior role-in the Bogotasoj aad
it was after the Bay.efPigsthatMr.DulleB assigned Hamiltw'^Gb^et^^

ferChstro's.ZbGefJFulyMDvement, there wer* no ©rders from CXAHead- ^<^^^ 
quarter*G pe*etrat*p«e~CastrogToupaabroad(p.^lO).Hothehstatesthat;  ̂
^March' Wtt. he was’Gaving coffee with the newly-elected president ©! the ^ ^* :

Houship wlth/President ^a^done of Urugua^who became President in

Z. Mr. Richard Bissell and Mr. Tracy Barnes are mentioned and ^ 
KuGoradd* Gat ha had worked with Barnes as a member of the team 
easted President Arben* from Guatemala (p.11). At this pointHamilton

rer-appreved project to assist Cuban exiles in overthrowing Castro, 
duties would include organising Cuban leader* Into & goverament-ia-. 

Msxlle which would form a provisional government in Cuba when Castro was
^CKrtvd out. Hamllten'* baa* was to ba InCosta Rica, 'provided ex-President 
PepsFiguerescouldobtain Costa Bican agreement (p.11). (This link could 
beq^te embarrassing in view of Figueres' yecent re-election as President ^

/^gP^?/:^ the manuscript introduces the Project Chief a* Jake.
W^esumahly Mr. Bsterline], who is referred to as Jaks throughout (p. 12). /
^fe also meet Droller about whom there is some "diversity in attitudes" 

among CIA officers. Broiler’s operational name of Frank Bender is noted (p, 13), 
and he is referred to as Bonder throughout the rest of the manuscript. [This 
is not the first time Droller has been Identified a* Bender; hi* name was 

/blown by Arthur Schlesinger in hi* book AJThouaiai^ 1965. J Bender's - 
cover telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to 
answer local call* Gere at his Washington desk, are dis closedip. 14).

^Hamilton state* that Bender told him that as far as he knew "Richard Helms, 
* '/Chief of Dpprations for the CIandestin* Services, had not been cutGM(p.l4)» i >.
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ral Rob#rtCushman,tiMKB Assistant for Natkaal Security Affair* to
£.

ject for the Vico PntiteiiL Hamilton atatea that QuIubu *M>«4 him that

^ shooter regarding U. Th# General gave Hamilton hie private telephone 
. --^ ^ event thathe had *om#thlag for the Vice President1# urgent 
StanHon (ppi 11A-32). ; .

L ha thia chapter Hamilton stat## that Bare## andethers recommend* 
that he visit Havana, "and that th# CIA Cover Staff provided him with th# docu- 

^ n for Ma operational alia* of Edward J. Hamilton which he kept for * 
^|||i&a of the Project (p. 23). Upon returning from Havana, Hamilton
I^IVgepared a report and recommendation*. The first recommendation waa that 
-OCaSteo:ha- asaaaainatad before or coincident with the invasion. - Hamilton con-



Hamiltoa tartag quite tHmaarvaHua aa<Jtead#F lHrtBg a literal* #£•; t>HamIltoa

^•A?i
s-'i^

$

^f.

t'^

Qatea* waatedm<Mrt aad OmataatercwtHajalltoa’ayalitical acrteAivlaipp.42~43)« 
flte^atte'd^^ daaeritea tta^varic^iBMratonef tha ft^taBi^2 J

a-
£

5v W-^vh.- ;^t

fe;<



:X>
*

y was mismwabored.)
This la a second Chapter XU and

;3Wattompt tolocatefhoFreuto ia<^ata&^ St
ad to aat Cham ap U Muico City* to which HamilttmandMs^ 

repaired* Hamilton's office was to be iadaptadagt ^ the Station}:
'W^;

6^9

Bl "

It^ltaub ia'Maidea^umad^^ his principal manager ^S^A^S 
Trento :a^vitla*c *afahouoos and the 1^ aredascriWd.:Jtorotbenamo<rf^^ 
|Q^juiir>4Hri8tNdMad.(pp*SM9«^^ ^;X^ —
-■\j'firfjK ;.fe-< -; -^ .-.".;• :i>?, .x:>-' X *.."^<< -i^v y: ';>?J:,'i “''S- ’ '■-..■■ ’ ■', '^-’^'^ ’’^h- A’Ai ^3- ^A> "'': 1'</-’i.^*':” “

&iMem.jci^3!&^
amsnroblem beds^e^reaidesi '

»!

ar^iaa-jCnban MpMsISle/wMcb'  ̂
v -J:®®’'*?***' things 'provednodifficult InMexico 

Miami in October I960. This cansed--' 
fiS^eome pbrsba& ^ because’ it was impossible to explain
■^g^to/Ms 'young ;ehildren why ha should be living under an assumed name in 
■?/• '?MjBmV:*^ and -children wore forced to comb baek to

stayedinMiaml.
¥

: y'y

• AX-

I?S<‘

,M

,i

&

* j-

*

>.,

*■

^■^TS^



14-00000

:i V

iU Hm mad* of Hamilton** uibta>U Btefo/^ ' < .
teHavana police force at CIA tei*Mt0%M^:#lliaiMri^teN^^

*

■7^

■^yi

~. X Th»w la MOM amtUm rf m^«Ma}ft tia CNUit Chunli* 
_ ^ In alerting Omni# An« testa wMehCXA. 4e*iredto allo* to p

■A

*

Y

‘i? A^W

/Zj*Z>V %-- ~'-7

«f

^4

.».

5^3



14-00000

[BOM

»

£'.-<• "-

of those that got theroi and thopoor record for deUwringauppUeatothoee 
antl-CaatregeerriUao whomight Jiave gotten Into Cuba. Maritime eperalfa

S'

£; Hamilton sidtneom the fact that at no meeting of wHAHwu

to j^noeta^tl^ ^'ij«toe» i»d;«toowiM^ Jb^^

£

r'/' J*J<&XS 
i^<<i

J^tbespe&ift i*rt«rtHmi^^ JBtiiieii$i^^
HiioartertagwM<itiB»*^ to^hilLHanditan ^ij|^

w>

s

'^:

>;?

i^.:

^;

4*

.yjf.''.,^^*

** '
■'is

\ ^“'fe

i

>

)

X'

^w

: ^r^
^

j AC- .
IW‘w

£Xs£«
3^ <- &

.W/i

* .%!•• c '- •' * . &



14-00000

EYES DIM

Chapter VI \*

^^^^X; ‘h ftii'duftar Hamilton levela a«m erlticiam at AmbaseaAor 
Bosutal, whom hedeacribea aaineflectaal aafatoabi call* "fan&liag" 
nu"(pp.iM5) : ^ >;^

M®^ arrival at Bia Miami Base, lol* 
^rolatimw wlOi Chba* aa "unwelcome*, 
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^t;^^:^^ s«lates8amUt9n'stouchyvislt.vrith oomkAmnAera'/^.x <&
~ ef th# Frmtfe. te ^e Guatemala training bases. Theis breakfast «»w#rw-> - ;’"' ; 
• tlcns vrlthPeesidentYdigoras jure described. .This breakfast gives the aether■ W- 

a chanceto reflect back on the CIA role in the overthrow of Chatesaalaa '.aZ*''^ 
President Arbena.He recalls the fhree oxilod leaders of Guatemala, Ms ^^'L,^ 
own support for Dr. Cordova to head the new government, and State's vote A 
ef Col. Ydigornsaa “vaguely authoritarian.M At a crucial moment, however.

Z Dr. Cordovahad to undergo cancer surgery and therefore... could not be selected^ . . 
" thecholce fell an Castillo Annas. How Tdigoraa was Presideatbutwassub* f^I 

- seqpently overthrownbecansohohad dome,so mnclifoHbaJh'^im^^^^

' 2. 'BobDavis.^lha CIA Chutf ln Ouatemal  ̂is mentioned ai a partici' ' 
’^ \pdntla the breakfast with Ydigerae.; (Davis* name has-been published ' '* :
' ^ previously.) . * :?. \" : j-x;

‘ -C < 3. At the Guatemalan training site. Hamilton refers to being greeted ? 
there by an American Army DU Colonel whose name was “Frank." Ina 
footnote. Hamilton adds that this officer had been detailed to CXA for the 
ProJecV and that “Credible allegations of his actions during the invasion 

r strongly suggest that he warn to some extent mentally unbalanced* (p.l24>.
;^Baim conversatiena between Hamilton and "Frank", as well as Gms initial 

Z*ra Verona, Are described.-

' . * ^ to help in the training of the ./■
Srig*bia Mte4. /Cd#otl Duke's presence and parachute training is again .\ " 

/:/menticertd.(^.:J$#^d)ZsC:XL;.ZA ■ Z-
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2. Hamilton ths* tell* ef a meatiag wiA BimU wk* aaM tote M watf 
sadar White Bout preaaara tobroaden At yditicalkut rf Ai Jitm.^'' ; 
Etidtafly fonaer IhtaaaaelanPreaident Betaaceart, fonur Ceeta Mleaa 
Preaideat flgamt aad Faarto Rican Governor-lAdtoijA^f^
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< Hamilton states that the Joint Chief* of Staff assessment team y<
viaittd th# Guatemalan camps and laaued an enthusiastic appraisal aa to ? /
tha Bri|*&’t traWa|andbi^a «*diM«i4p. ^ The author notea * * .^. 
that this was important in thelight of post-* invasion attanopts by the * v .

^ Pentagon to play down their rde. ‘'''y^^y^^y-^

^<^ that after'the lavasion Bandar '^^i.-,
■ ;;v ^^wy^^  ̂ oodles referred tohimfroely,iMd-wattfg^'

^ ‘' W adds that ha'learn^th^#^
''y?\||£fa£i|bft^^ nroaqr^ were looming:iwreaa^

non-FrenteCubans in Washington and-New York(p.l63).y !;J" 
y X; [This presumably cot across Hamilton's political action Unes.J ' 'y^^;

3. The remainder ef toe chapter is-largely taken up with discussions : ? 
\y of intra-Frente;problems» with a note of toe fact that American infiltra* ^y, 

' tion operations into 'Cuba had virtually ceased because of their lade of 
■ success. ;
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^fianiltM moved to Washington to assist &i^ht (pni*BAMy Ihvt 
Phillipa] in toe propaganda weak. -/ An attempttosacumbtoxicancoopera- < 
tion to obtain a re-fueling stop far toe Guatemalan-baaed aircraft scheduled ^ 
tobombCubafallad because'of toe venalltyaf a Maxican air force officer 
whose uprise C3A would act meet. In Hamilton'aview.thlo was an error.

2. As toe JF-reste leaders were clamoring for invasion information, 
it was daterntoaed tobringtoemto New Tork and to toU toem lf they wanted ^ 
to lea^|dans i^goto toe toa€hhoad» toeywouldhavetolQpeo 
teiematototeolatioafreuitoat date foiward<*Han)dttten otreaeeitoe’;.'^ 
’*vo^ tor tola agreement, to coantor later charget tost .CIA ' , \.^
had kidnapped toe Pronto and imprisoned them byforce Ip.1#^.>

3. With regard to the selection of toe Bay of Pigs landing site. \ 
Hamilton states tost assault plans were almost entirely in too bands of toe 
Pontagcafp. 203).J^ withXam tones' public relations firm in 
NowYosk Aronotedlp.'ilM). - ’ v

^.7^ project officer la flown to too Carrier Boner, flagship of 
a naval taskforcotoat waaasadmblad to Puerto .mean waters. '®di 
officer was to serve as liaison between tod naval tesk force eommander» '

- CXA Headquarters and toe Qiban Brigade (p. 205). .,^

1
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War Room abwt General Cabell are <wM (p» 216)
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Chapter Xin (cwawBdmt>. 218) , .;. i

1. - 'The tenor ^cd-remarks la tide chapter and In the conclusion W the' 
previous chapter is that the meeting with Baek iacluded the President* 
Bestow* and Stevenson. '{Other authoritative accounts have Included only;v'*/•■‘.^ 
Bask* Cabell end Bissell; TracyBarnss has said he also was iwoBeait<T:B? <^ ^ 
la believed fhatthe President was not at the meeting bat was contacted by -;' 
Bask on die telephone at hisVirginia homa.' There is no other Indieatloa. 
other than Hamilton's allegatioa* that Walt Bootow was present], (p. 218) . '

.X/^?^ ;Jl^i8>*1
<‘\;;indfcatisa'ii^to':<£Uh’ca^^ fotM^ a&aM
' tad Odil^£Mm4Mj|Eib^^ \r:W\--'^^!^
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overthaboac&tp. 2ZT). iTiaallytbaProaidaatatt
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