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Review-of 201 File on U.S. Citizen

In'accordance with the DDO'a notice of 9 December 1974, 
I have -reviewed the 201 file oh 7~S7)flC S (surname)
(201 number indicated be low), andhave determined that It .can 

* most accurately-be categorized as indicated below:

| . | should be closed.

| . | witting collaborator. 01 Code Al

potential witting collaborator; date opened 
01 Code A2.

□former witting collaborator (relationship terminated). . 
01 Code A3.

t | potential witting' collaborator never contacted (security .
——J reasons,- derogatory Information). 01 Code A4.

|\Z I .counterintelligence case (i.e., involving a foreign 
f~—' intelligence or security service). 01 Code AS. ■ ;

1 I all others, , 01 Code A6.

/ t Sighed.. /tzLClr cCAccCM IfccT r \ • 
(name)-. (title) (component)

This assignment of' category- has been entered into. STAR. J

Signed, K/hW 2Mffi 19 7____ _
’ ' . (initials), (date) i . , ,

This document is a permanent part' of this file.

201-BB_

WhcnOCpDEj In 
C - 0 - N - F - I - »-*Ml M J - I r A - L

E2 IMPOET f
Cl. ®7 054979



14-00000

j : MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

; SUBJECT: Former Records of Ray Murphy ;
: ' ' : ' " ' \ ; ; ■ J

-' 1. The attached documents arc part of a large ■
' collection of records held by Ray Murphy during his J

. tenure as an official of the Department of State. ■ •■
P He transferred all of his records to CIA upon his ;[

retirement in the inid-1960's. The documents of that !:
collection which did’not meet the retention criteria . ?

i of the UDO or the Office of Security were destroyed. r
1 While those which were of utility have been retained !>

• ; -and accessioned as appropriate to the DDO records ;‘l
' ' system. /

2; The attached records concern 
Harold ISAACS, , , h
who is the subject of 201-0018446 and should
be classified to that file. j;



H : . • aoUPCE; ^ VAJiSW, ;iee fork City,

H ootobor 22, I9jf - page 12

J . 2/ Hanau Chan

v *♦• mere ere numerous wrlooii Journalists of .

different political color and dhadea of opinion who »re 

"cooperating" in this way with Japanese taperialitra, but

i / whoever has followed the writings of Harold leaaea,

! Alexander Huchaan, Frank Class and Wilbur Burton in The

। , ‘ China Press, The China Weekly «devlew, >sla, pacific Affairs^

New International, eto,, realizes that these American.'.

J Trotskyist Journalists are the most vicious end .■dost dan-

] gorous of the whole lot of reactionary Journalists.

• hiding behind a barrage of Marxist phraseology (which
! hone of them bee yet learned to manipulate with facility),

].- these people are energetically conducting o campaign of
I lies against the Communist International, the Chinese

j Communist Forty, the soviet Union, the Chinese Soviets

r end theChlneaei'.ed Army, a campaign which aims to under-
L mine the oonfldeaoeof the outside world in the Chinese .

Soviet Mveasnt and the <<ed Army.

/ _ ' \ dCl^ /(fd^

h/w ATT Ct 77 MAT- - -3^6 -^Ct ~/JVdT



caiwKisr activities files
SOJRCEi DAILY tCREK

rn.^ ..SW-

X

TROTZKYSTE BOOK BOURNS' 
OVER CHEESE REVOLUTION
THE TRACED!’ OF THE CIH-jOf devious Trotskyite -polemic*.

. J. NE^E , REVOLUTION;. By Isaacs book, has been reissued., 
i Hamid D. Issacs. Stanford Uni- parti* to cash in on the hate-China 

•I versity Press. 382 p|i J5. racket, arid, partly because any
» stick is useful to Big- Biiuiirw
By ROBERT FRIEDMAN • Lgainst the liberation »• .bound 

The presses are spewing (erth trusses. ‘ '
anti-Chines© books these wys at.— ---------- -------- ------ Isaacs now savs he no longer ,
a pace which bids to match the |ovea Trotsky, whose intrnduttion; 
.anti-Soviet lon*nL AU th© old lus been dropped ns a liability. In-- 
China hands' who servedAVcstern stead, he is an open defender off 

^imperialism as banker, soldier, spy.Siniperialist intervention against the ' 
•or whatever in the Orient are <iow. .people of the Far East. '
drusy at the typewriter, engaged But typical of his Trotskyite! 
in profitable vilification .of .450,-|,jeascling is Isaacs' attack-on .the:

1000.1)00 people because.they de*(Chinese Communists of the left's, 
caled to take their fate in their ^^ b«ai« they supported] 

iqwn hands and build for them- ch^g Kai-shek despite Ilie fact! 
j selves. '. . .-: ._ that he was to become the butcher j
J. * * . ’ ' of the Chinese revolution, ami srt- •
: i One book which deserves, evened !«,,!„ thev allegedly cringed'; 
:under the cynical and opportunist before Chiang when lie turned,dij I

Janti-Soviet lon*nL

ueign of capitalism, some snccwl 
J prize for adaptability is Harold D. 
; Isaacs*-Tragedy.-of the Chinese

(he workers m 1927.

Revolution.* \>.
; * Published . first In 1938 m an

Tliis nonsense, which wtAiM rwk{
out every political alibi nee tn Ids-J 
tory.oii the chance that today's| 

;«»v>»m»v .twAMtc .>«i kvs<.<.- ally might he tomorrows eocmyj 
plete with introduction by Trotsky) (i$ ironic in view of the fact thaq 

’calling the defeat of the Chinese’Chiang sits today on Taiwan, <a j 
'Svoffcen in 1927 a "betravar by ^credited gangster save only in-, 
:Stalin and the Chinese 'Comma- the, ever.of Issacs* political men-1

■avowedly Trotskyite tract (com-

. luists. the-sajne book emerges now, 
; refurbished, to mourn the victory 
■jf the'very same' Chinese .workers 
in tfttictalion later!., . ;: ;■

the, ejes .of- Isaacs* political ii>eti-1
tors.. • ‘ A.:‘ -" . 1 ':;- j

Meanwhile/;the Chinese, iwplc 
will go about their business bulld- 
ing socialism, unconcerned "by-

, Isaacs’ tears for the. tragedy of-
i iFilled with the murky intricacies'1927 or l1J5l, 'j!<iS;*.^' '<i’i
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Peiping, China. 
Oct. 5, 1934.

Mr. T. A. Blason 
136 Claremont Avenue 
Mount Vernon, W. Y.

Dear Mr. Biaaon:

I have eeen the correspondence exchanged between 
Mr. Olass and yourself. regarding the contributions you 

.collected for the China Forum. A draft for the sum in 
' full sill be sent to you this seek.

I do not kiiou in the name of shorn dr shat Miss Smedley 
speaks of the China Forum. Since she was not in China at 
the time the Forum Suspended, nor has she corresponded 
with me. on the subject, I consider it necessary to place 
before you and the other contributors an account of the 
circumstances in which the Forum ceased publication. 
Since you apparently gathered the contributors together 
in a meeting to hear what Miss Smedley had to.say, I 
would appreciate it deeply if you would gather theta once 

'more to hear my account. The enclosed is a copy of a 
letter, sent by me last May to the Chinese.Communist Party. 
It has been published In China in a Chinese translation 
and copies have been sent abroad but has not been pub­
lished in English as farasl know. I do not know the 
names of the people who were good enough to contribute 
to the Forum but their interest.in the matter warrants 
placing before them the story of what happened to the 
magaslhe. I trust, out of Simple fairness to me, you 
will be good enough to give them this opportunity.

■ I greatly regret any inconvenience or embarrassment 
to which you have been put in this matter. I do hope, 
however, that my letter will enlighten you. and your 
friends and enable you to appreciate the difficulties 
which have arisen. I know of'no project to revive the 
China Forum at the present time. Should such occur, the 
resultant publication would be of a considerably different 
oharacter from the one I edited, as will be obvious from 
the facts given in my letter to the C. P.- I think people 
who are interested In supporting the revolutionary move­
ment here should know these facts.

Once again, I appreciate all the trouble you have 
gone to in this matter.

Did you ever, incidentally, receive the article 
"Fascism in China" and the newsletter which I mailed to 
July 13 last?

Yours sincerely,

enol. (Harold R. Isaacs)

(Copied by IO) |

ATT c
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To the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party:

The two-year period of my extra-organizational col- 
laboratlon with the Chinese Communist Partybas come to 
anendand the China Forum which I founded and edited dur­
ingthat time has been forced to suspend publication. In 
rthe interest of bur whole movement as well as In'my per­
sonal Interest, I consider it necessary to record here 
and publish the history of the China Forum and the cir­
cumstances of its suspension. You refused me the oppor­
tunity to liiy the matter before the membership of the 
party even when I offered to do so In your own organa and 
not through the columns of the Forum. Then, wrongly, I 
permitted the Forum to go down in silence, you turned 
around and in your organs and near organs in China and ; 
abroad you proceeded with the. usual slanders of "betrayer* 
and * counter-revolutionary0. In so doing you didn't have 
the courage or the simple honesty to state that you pre­
sented the China Forum with an ultimatum and forced its 
suspension because in rapiy its editor raised questions 
which are being placed before the whole movement today 

; by the International Left Opposition. Nor did you state 
" that you deliberately smashed the Forum for this reason 

despite my repeated and extended offers to continue publi­
cation as before ph; a straight antirKuomlntang, anti- 
imperialist basis, leaving these various problems to be 
thrashed out first privately among ourselves. In other 
wordsi you deliberately forced suspension of the China 
Forum despite the fact, on your own admission, that Its 
loss was a serious blow to the revolutionary movement In 

- China, that Lt meant the dieappearance of an organ which 
for two years you had considered an extremely valuable 
instrument ,in the hands of the movement. Here, as in the 
broader issues which led to our differences, your blind 
adherence to false policies was once more demonstrative 
of your readiness to place your factional Interests above 
the interests of the Chinese Revolution.

In going back oyer the history of the Forum, I think 
the vicious character of your action becomes even more 
evident when I start with the fact that from beginning to 
end I functioned ,npt ae a member of the party but as a 
willing sympathizer who was prepared to throw all his 
energise into a job he saw he could do - edit and publish 
an organ in China which could help mobilise the forces 
of this country for struggle against the Kuomintang and , 
the imperialists by exposing the regime of terror and 
privation which they have in common imposed upon the 
masses of the Chinese people. Permit me to recall at 
this point that I never accepted any personal remunera- . 
tlon for time or labor. You gave the Forum financial II 
aid but I never received a dollar from you that was not// 
put into the paper. I refused your offers of compensa-»* 
tlon and earned my living elsewhere. Your only claim on 
m wae my full-hearted Loyalty to the Communist Ideal and

Ij1^-!] our
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our common dedication to the struggle against a regime 
of hate and misery and oppression. In the end you for­
feited this claim by ceasing any longer to bo in ay eyes 
honest or.effective leaders of this struggle.

Although you helped the Forum financially, the part] 
you played In building It up froa the day it started In / 
January, 1932, to the day of its.last appearance in Janu­
ary 1934, was insignificant. My repeated requests for 
cooperation in sattexa of circulation and material for ' 
publication sent largely unsatisfied throughout that time. 
You never supplied me with the reports I so frequently 
and urgently sought, particularly on trade unions, strike 
strugglee, the Red Armies, the Red districts, etc. Every­
thing the Forum did and became was the fruit of the work 
of a tiny group of devoted collaborators (the most im­
portant of shorn had no connection with you whatever) and 
myself who had to depend almost entirely on our own re­
sources for everything we did and published. At every 
crisis in the Forum's existence, when it was banned by 
the French authorities in Shanghai at the very outset} 
when it was hounded and persecuted by the American and 
Chinese authorities in the summer of 1933, when through 
British police pressure it was thrown out of every avail-' 
able printing ship in the city; when the pseudo-Fascist 
Blue Shirts again and again threatened the printing plant 
which I built up partially through personally contracted 
loans — it was invariably through my own Initiative, with 
the help of the little Forum staff, that we pulled our­
selves up by the bootstraps every time and carried on to 
a point in January this year where the Forum was flourish­
ing and growing daily in circulation, prestige, and in­
fluence despite the many formidable obstacles in. its way. 
The formation of the China Forum Readers Association, 
which in the brief space of three months spread to eleven 
cities in five provinces, developing into a mighty poten­
tial weapon for the fevolutionary movement, was the prod­
uct of spontaneous action on the part of the Forum's 
readers, later sponsored and led by the paper itself. 
All these .were the Forum's own achievements, not yours. 
By your arbitrary and criminal action you shattered them 
in the full stride of their growth. Because to my bitter 
disappointment I had notnor could I secure the resourcss I 
to carry on myself - owing largely to the difficult condi-1' 
tions of work and the impossibility of getting revenue 
from the paper itself - all that had been achieved and 
was to be achieved was ground into the dust.

n.
From almost the very beginning of my active work - 

which I date from the time I began reporting events in 
China in a Communist way - a number of questions presented 
themselves to me in Increasingly forcible form. These .,
arose originally from my discovery of the gross dletor- j
tlons and exaggerations which I found to be characteristic (I 
of Communist propaganda in China and abroad. I define 
propaganda as the skilful, clear, accurate and wholly 
truthful reporting of the facts linked to on incisive,

purposive
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Chinese workers. It is not evidence that a revolutionary 
aellure of power la on the order of the day. It la evi­
dence, along with the heroic sacrifices of thousands who 
have lost lives and liberty.in Chinese revolutionary 
struggle during the last seven years of KuobIntang re­
action, that it Is possible to fight the monstrous white 
terror which Chinese Communists freouently cite as a 
reason for the Insufflolendy of their work. Yet. It ie 
largely because thia terror has not been fought affectively 
that the Kuomintang regime, despite the fact thSt It ie 
rotting and crumbling, can etill keep the lid down on the 
boiling, slmmerlhg hatred of the people it rules. Unless 
the martyrdom of thousands of China's finest workers, 
peasants and revolutionary intellectuals Is to be in vain, 
we must turn: resolutely away from the folly of calling to 
Insurrection when what is heeded is painstaking education, 

. organization and the sponsorship of day-to-day struggles 
of the masses for democratic demands, the. slow building up 
of a party and mies organizations and a movement which 
will be able to command the forces capable of carrying out 
an insurrection.

In the case of the widespread but isolated and In­
dividual cases of peasant uprisings, and this, includes 
the Red Armies in Klangs!, these struggles await the 
leadership of a strong working class movement before they 
can have a successful Issue. The Red Armies In their re­
stricted and surrounded areas end with their meagre re­
sources ; have- fought heroically against the Kuomintang 
attacks upon them. But until the Kuomintang Is shaken 
from its bulwarks In the Imperialist controlled working 
ol as a centres, their prospect of revolutionary triumph 
remains necessarily dim. No revolutionary purpose is 
served by taking refuge in the'fiction that these armies 
have proletarian leadership because individual workers, 

•undoubtedly leaders of superior quality and courage, have 
been' torn from their factories and their fellow-workers 
and sent down to occupy key positions in the Red Army 
districts and in the.Red Armies themselves. Indeed, this 
common practice of extracting the most conscious ana pro­
gressive working class elements from their working olaso 
environment and sending them down to the Red districts le 
a good index to the criminal transposition of emphasis 
which has helped paralyze the working class movement in 
the cities. If the White Terror doesn't carry off the 
workers'' leaders as they arise, the C.P. does and has done 
so in hundreds of cases. This helps in no small part to 
explain why it has also been impossible to mobilize a 
genuine mass anti—Japanese movement in the fact of mili­
tary aggression and why the Shite Terror of the Kuomin­
tang has succeeded, by filling mass graves and innumer­
able prisons with the martyred dead and living, in down­
ing the anti-imperialist movement of efforts toward the 
organization of such a movement and paving the way for 
the ever increasing encroachments of the Imperialists. 
The party hap not yet gripped and directed the deep and 
bitter and often Inarticulate hatred of the masses of the 
people for their oppressors and this includes large sec­
tions of the lower petty bourgeoisie who could be won by 
successful mass pressure from below. This la because the

Party



Party has failed to translate the realities of everyday 
events into its program and tactics.. ------------------

I oannot here go into the aany-faceted problems and 
Issues which flow from these facts with regard to the 
policies and tactics of the Chinese revolutionary movementI 
Nor extending to the international scene need I go into I
theterrific effects of the German catastrophe nor the /
storm of Questions which has been directed at theCrT.--- ' 
leadershlo whose responsibility in the disaster has be­
come nakedly clear to unnumbered Communists and Communist 
sympathizers the world over. Nor into the whole setof 
implications which arise from the policies of the O.I., 
with particular reference to the late developments in 
Soviet foreign policy, the Litvinov-Roosevelt agreement, 
the forthcoming mooted entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the 
League of Nations and in a snailer but equally character­
istic way, the forthcoming association of the U.S.S.R. 
with the Institute of Pacific Relations which hopes to 
hold its next talkfeat in Woaoca. These problems, with 
their many specific links to the Chinese questions, were~ 
the basic question* over which I soon began to take issue 
with the official views of the Party and the International.

ni-

But breolsely because at all costs I desired to carry 
ion the Forum's ooen struggle against the common enemy - 
against the Kuomintang and the imperialists - I sedulously 
avoided bringing these issues into the columns of the paper, 

- Increasingly against my better Judgment. 1 leaned over far 
1 backward in this respect. This expressed itself in many 

of the current Issues with which we had to deal.

' : I ask youtoreoall the whole unhill fight which the
Forum waged on behalf of. Paul end Gertrud Ruegg in the 
spring and summer of 1933 during which time I repeatedly 
warned against the emohasis which was being placed on the 

. ’legal9 aspects of the case and the "negotiations9 with 
the Kuomintang to the detriment of mass pressure and the 
capitalization of the case for political purposes. You 
paid lip service to the need for mass pressure - particu­
larly here in China - but in fact the "legalities" and 
futile negotiations remained the major pillars of the de- 
fense.- Until in the very end I finally rebelled, I wasn't 
even permitted to give Ruegg his honourable and rightful 

V title - secretary of the Pah Pacific Trade Union Secre­
tariat. Yet, although I felt the struggle for the Ruegge 
was being seriously hand1canned by the tactloe being pur- 

' sued, I carried on the fight with oil the energy at my 
command and you will recall that it was I who oreated the 
local defense committee, and was ohiefly responsible for 
the wldesoread press propaganda and the considerable 
sympathy which we aroused. Yet the strictly non-politlcal 
attitude which Ruegg was forced to assume at the trial 
(in contrast to the highly political attitude of his 
prosecutors) was in ray opinion one of the major reasons

for
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for the fate to which he and hie wife were condemned.

I ask you to recall the whole period of the organise^ 
tlbn and activities of the Chlna-LeBgue for Civil Rights,'! 
from December, 1933, to June, 1933, in which I took an ’ 
native part. I.gave full play to this hybrid League and 1 
Its work without-once publishing the basic criticisms ' 
which I oftenvoiced to you and which In the end were ' 
wholly confirmed by what happened after the Kuomintang 
murdered Tang Chien In June that year.

I ask you to recall the ylewe I set forth In August , 
and September,: 1933, on the subject of the "anti-War Con­
gress* which at your specific request I did not publish. 
Instead, to my regret, I published the foul rot of Mar­
ley & Co., without freely giving play to the true facte 
about that farcical junket which had convinced me that 
the polloiee which gave it birth do not one single whit 
advance the international struggle agalnat Imperialist 
war. ’ - j’

On one occasion - and this at least I can take com­
fort In - I passively resisted when you renueeted me to 
write and publish a slanderous attack on Chen-Tu-holU 
when he was condemned to.13 years imprisonment by the 
Kuomintang. Your request was specific. I wae not to. 
deal with the issues which had brought Chen Tu-hsiu from 
being the leader of the C.P. in 1937 to being leader of 
the Chinese Opposition in 1933. I was only to string to^ 
gether a vile series of labels In an effort to explain 
why the Kuomintang even imprisoned the leader efthe 
Left Opposition. As you know, that attack was ne^ey 
written or published.

Again in December, 1933, upon my return from Fukien, 
you specifically demanded that I set aside the results of 
my own personal investigations in Foochow in order to ; 
write on your behalf (but over my signature!) an utterly 
baseless and slanderous attack on the Left Opposition. 
You will recall that you charged at that time that, the 
•trotskyists* were prominently identified with the new 
government set uo in Fukien by Chen Mlhg-shu and Tsai' . 
Ting-kal. You lumped the Left Opposition with the third 
Party and the so-called Social Democrats among the petty 
bourgeois satellites of the Fukien militarists. It was 
as much to satisfy myself on this very point as to per­
form a mission for you that I went down to Foochow and 
spent*two weeks there and learned through direct contact 
withdosens of people prominently concerned that the Left 
Onxiaitlon were stoutly and clearly onooeed to the Foochow 
regime. I.haven*t place hare to discuss the relations of 
the C.P. to the short-lived Fukien Government or the char­
acter of the "negotiations* which were going on down there.. 
The important thing here Is that on 'my roturn you demanded 
that I write slanders which flew in the fade of everything 
I myself had learned. It is Interesting, as a sidelight 
on your methods in factional strife as you conceive It,, 
that your representative in Foochow sent back a report, 
through me, ironically enough, that one of the most prom­
inent of the youthful pseudo-radicals in Foochow, Bu

Chi-yuan



Ohi-yuan to be exact, was a leading “Trotsiylat*, it so 
hanoen^d that I L<»£ act cal bad severe! lengthy interviews 
with Su and by the tine I left Foochow I understood his 
position and his personality exceedingly well. He was as • 
much a Trotskyist as Mei han-fang lei Yet you actually 
demanded that I Ignore my own knowledge of the man and in 
my article on Fukien set him down as a "Trotskyist®. I 
was faced on the one hand by your demands that I write 
falsehoods to suit your policies and on the other by my 
deep desire to set forth the actual facts about the Oppo­
sition's attitude towards the Fukien regime. But once 
more, to preserve the shreds of our relationship, I drove 
-a middle course and did neither, leaving the whole question 
out of my article. <

Despite the facts that these issues weighed more and 
more heavily upon me, despite the fact that events in 
China and abroad were pressing themselves sore and more 
imperatively on the-concerns of every sincere revolution­
ary, I still tried to keep the Forum balanced on its 
ribbon-like path, concentrating on the anti-Kuomlntang, 
antl-lmoeriallat struggle, and'in so doing fulfilling at 
least a partial function as a revolutionary organ. 1 
deeply felt, however, that I was betraying my readers by 
avoiding these Issues. How could I write of Germany and 
avoid all the-implications of that disaster? How could 
I write of America's re,cognition of the U.S.3.R. and still 
fail to say that the Communist International had virtually 
been murdered at Washington? How could I warn against the 
dangers of imperialist intervention In the U.S.S.R. and 
still not point out that Soviet foreign policy was in 
fact dally heightening the danger of such intervention? 
Yet I somehow did so and sought in whatever way possible 
to retain some basis for our continued collaboration.

’ IV. . .

Nevertheless, abruptly in January of this year you 
forced an ultimatum upon me and subsequently forced the 
break in -our relationship because I could not and would 
not, at your demand, devote the China Forum to policies 
which I could not and do not believe compatible with the 
interests of the Chinese Revolution and the international 
proletarian revolution; I could not, at your demand, set 
aside the convictions to which' I had literally been driven 
by the stinging lash of catastrophic, events in China, 
Germany and the world over. Particularly ay deep inter­
est in Chinese events during the last three years made it 
impossible for me, finally, to give active support to 
nolloies and tactics whose disastrous effects were being 
a thousandfold confirmed for me by the tragic events of 
every swiftly-passing day. I could not Ignore questions 
which strike at the roots of our work and the whole struc­
ture of our hopes for a revolutionary future.

Despite the fact that these questions are rooking 
the entire International today, you denied ay right to

raise
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mise them In print. You demanded more. You demanded 
that I attack anybody Pho did eo - primarily the people 
you coll "counter-revolutionary Trotskyists" - the only 
people eho are'facing these problems today in a fearless, 
revolutionary sny. You demanded that the China Forum 
become a stereotype for the policies and vulgar faction­
al slanders which' I could neither then nor now be party 
to. In reply to my cue st Iona on China you simply cruoted 
back tome the lies and half-lies I've been so used to 
reading in Inprecorr. You even declared: Tor propa­
ganda purposes a certain amount of exaggeration is neces­
sary..." and went on amazingly to say: "but we know the 
true, facts and we base our pollolea on them, not on these 
exaggerations I " A new slant on modern-day 0.1. tactical 
Facts, you said, are curious things. They have to be 
turned around and around and around and examined closely 
until their .true nature becomes apparent. The trouble is 
.you turn them so far and so quickly that they turn into 
something like a dizzily turning top of fancy - or at 
best wish - fulfilling misrepresentations.

To my questions on Germany you quoted Heckert, 
Platnltsky, and the S.C.C.I.'s famour resolution declar­
ing that the collapse of the German party and the slaughter 
of the German workers were based on the past, present and 
future correct policies of the C.P.G.I You declared I had 
no right; to offer critical comment oh the dangerously 
opportunistic foreign and domestic policies of theU.3.3.R., 
most notably on the entry of the U.3.3.R. bn a straight 
nationalist basis Into the disgusting corridors of im­
perialist Intrigue. To the contrary, I was to lovingly 
fawnihgly fondle and hail the policies which have meant 
disaster In China, Germany and elsewhere and are rapidly 
leading the U.3.3.R. into the vacuum of nationalist 1co­
la tl on fromthe world wide proletarian movement. This I 
was to do, to begin with, by publishing Stalin's face on 
the front page and columns of the customary, panegyrics " 
to his infallibility. Above all and before all, I was to 
take up cudgels against ’counter-revolutionary Trotskyism". 
That was to be the main point of my reformation - to raise 
no questions myself and slander anybody else who did so.

In reply to your demand that I submit to an editorial 
board In order that these editorial policies should be. 
effectively put into practice, i offered (1) to continue 
publication strictly as before, meanwhile arguing out my. 
differences with you in discussions on the side; (2) to 
throw the columns of the Forum open to a general discus­
sion of all basic revolutionary question, with free play 
to unorthodox as well as orthodox views. If your views 
were correct, I argued, It would be a distinct advantage • 
to you to have such an opportunity to display their bril­
liance alongside the puny efforts of your critics; (3) to 
publish orthodox news and views but to reserve for myself 
the right to comment and criticise.

These repeated offers, you repeatedly refused. You 
Offered to discuss these questions with me verbally if in

. ■ the'
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EUR CCtWtSIST ACTIVITIES FILES
SOIBCEt DAILY HORNER

Wie No. ^<^t^«M_/

j POST WRITER ADMITS ALL 
^M iimw ;

The Korean people are united 
behind (bp IjkTJliai Annies from 
the North and ate hostile to Ute 
American troops sent there by 

'Trumans Interventionist order, the 
New York Foil’s Far East expert. 

“Harold It Isaacs, admitted yester­
day. "“““***

Isaacs* article gave (Ite lie to 
the Posts own editorial lino of 
support to Ilia (wlice-sldle regime 

' of Synghmau llbw and the Tru­
man attack on Korea as an act to 

| defend- “democracy." 
J Isaacs declared that the' U. S. । 
has "much more wum' to count 
on gcnnal Korean hostility than j 
on heroic. support* He admitted । 
(hat "Smith Korean civikuw hav^ 

‘ been* infautelv harder hit by the

I honest Wlioe: ‘S. Kartum Don't 
i Know Why Help Has Coma*

(In !alo ftjiliooj the Post in­
dicated its own awraiaw of the 
[dununess (4 this Iwjsiline by drop­
ping it. lire new one complained:’ 
“Wenk 5. Korean Regime Ham­
pers Ch at Front.-)

But Isaacs made clear that "if. 
in China during the Japanese war 
the Aniericiiia W a friendly pop- 
nhthfi on their side, this is bg 
no-means the case tw in Korea • 

lie concludes: "Even if 11* war - ' 
i remains localized, even 1 victory’. 
I won in due course will bo a tem­
porary mm, and such a victory, will 
hot be easily won." ;

American acthm *o far" than by 
■ their Wlow-Kmeaai from the: 
north. _ |

The Smith Korean government! 
< was an "unpopular one in the elec-, 

Hori held only four weeks ago." 
; Isaacs said, "the regime of Presi-. 
dint Syngman Alice was decisively ' 

; reinitiated."
. 1 war# Uechxed I Iwt I he gueriHa' 

; movements tn Smith Korea "could 
: hive operated only with a cun- 
I Stdcrable measure of popular sup- 
> port." and he 3cbiowW<eil the 
! "intense desire of all Koreans for 

reunification of their dtsuicudx’rvd < 
country.*

! To tap thu story, bristling with 
, Mjysitto of the jmpnulift nature 
. of die Truman'attack on Koma.
• and with evidence of the Korean 

iniplei a^ircnen ..of their real 
enemy, ll» Post CrtKuchd the dii-
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HE M C N A"N 3 U V.

Si th referenco tc R.A. memorandum No. 1305 of December 
4, 1331;; regardioj; Harold liaci ano &ls ccnheotloh >1 th 
Hilaire NCVIUN!, it has Just been learned that one Viola 
KOslXXJi arrived in ‘shanghai on August 28, 1932, by tho. 
c.: ,n.-S.A.- ^MriiWS Cr. nSjA. Co August £9, ;.'lss !!CBIN:iCN, 
together with Harold ISAACS of the CHINA ZOOU1, ga.e aotloe 
to the United .states Consulate General of their Intended 
marriage, which actually took' place cn l« 14th September. 
In his. marriage upplleation, ISAACS particularly requested 
that no publicity bo given to the forthcoming ceremony, it 
appears that Vli#.iiCHI?<”.;CN Is a follower of the .suffragette, 
Lucy SKM7 sho, eomc fifteen cr twenty years ago, advocated 
aacng American vbmen the retention of.the maiden name after 
marriage; According to officials of tho United states 
Consulate General, Vicin ’ CMN; CH, therefore, till not be 
known as Vra. ISAACS.

In connection with Viola -CJIN.'LN’a activities in China, 
in a letter, dated Szochuen, July 24, 1931, Harold ISAACS 
wrote to viola IGBINfCN aa follows:

"You are in tho swim, Viola. I’a coming back to 
dive in and swim alongside, 'hat co you.-think? It 
Is all extremely fortuitous from our standpoint 
that I should have seen the light at last. Your 
work /ith ;t'OG and the future in it is far more 
important than anything ycu cculd co out here or 
anyahare else for that matter. I’Ll geti back - 
ho matter a pcsaIrie delay a no matter how - there 
will be a Job to be done and by cur gods I’m going 
to get into it... ”

Attention is called to the name. -iU"?. mentlcnedi intheatove 
extract. .

. ■ ’ . . . . - ; . ■ ■ . . . . ; ■ .

* 'Sy- ; ', . •
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AJuSICAK C<'r-UL:ii ^nSHCE.

American Consulate General, 
Shanina!, China, December 10, 1031,

Subjectt Harold H. Isaacs.

: THS HOKORAaE

THS SSCiirTARY iF STATE, 

' SASH-ITaT&H.

j 81ri

I have the honor to report that an American 

oltleaa nasod Harold R. I cones has been reported to 

thio office by the pollen of the International set­

tlement as a corssaniat suspect. Tiio foots regard lag . 

Sr. Isaacs aro briefly as folione:

Mr. Harold R. Isaacs called at thia office la 

Decanber, 1930, and stated that ho wuld bo for a fw 

months in Shanghai) at that tha ha exhibited pass­

port Ko. 177020, issued by the Deportsent of State on 

March 17, 1930. He ateted that he expected to leave 
■ , ■ / - ■ ’ *

_ Shanghai in June, 19311 Vat hla hoao wao in Hou York 

City and that his/local at. dr cos sad in care of the 

American totasa Company.

According to roliee reports Isaacs arrived in 

Shanghai from Manila as a first-class passenger on the 

3. 3. PSrsDn-Y JEmF-SCtt on Deocabor 17, 1930. He em 

esployod by the rhvghat mr-n-a 1’0<?? art SOTt‘RY-Md 

later by the CWA. PRVM but apparently lost both



positions. Eo has resided with a Pritt ah subject naaed 

C. Frank Class at IBS. olhalwet Pond and nado a trip with 

Glass to szochuen during Juno, 1931. Th© poll©© fli© 

'©©atain© a copy of a letter written by hin to a-Illes' 

Viola Robinson, Caro of the faerlotm Consulate, Dresden, 

Genwny, dated July 24, 1931, nt Chonctu, SEoehuen. 

Thia letter, It la atstod, wag returned unopened to 

Shanghai from Dresden, addressed to Harold R. leaacs 

in ©ar© at th© Anwioan Erprens Company, Shanghai, and ■ 

was opened by the Post Off loo Censor at th© request of 

th© ComlQsloner of Posts, Thia letter is very long and 

©hows that leases, although previously holding ooa- 

mini st lo views, only decided definitely to turn ’’Fed" 

during July of this year. Ho stated that ho wao in­

fluenced in thio doo Inion by cert&lh conversations with 

0. Frank Class, above referred to, during their trip to 

atwhu®.

In connection therewith It nay b© of intoroot to 

stat©-that Boaortlng to a police report dated ootobor 

17, 1931, information regarding this letter was given 

by the Shanghai Municipal Police to an officer of th© 

local British Consulate General, who apparently cabled 

infbrmatlon regarding It to London. The polio© report 

states that a reply was Bubaofusntly rooeivaithe girt 

of which io aa follows!

"Viola iioblnmn arrived In tho United 
State© about th© nldule of Geptember. Th© 
whole f.->Hy :>.ro cwnunlsta In touch with 
loaaCO' fsrlly,"

7bo police ahto that Jiflrold B, Isaacs in DovfssbW, 

1931, oataWijbod a news agency urnjor th© nano of the



’'Jar Ess‘ar: ITwj Corroo^oaecnoo," c«blo endresa 

Fenprecop, P. o. Dox 1028. On October Oth Isaacs and 

C. Frank Glass novod fro: IK "oihaiwol Roud to House 

Ho* 6, Paesano Ko. 177. Avcnuo Ou ba 11. The police state 

-that this address was formerly known as Humber eo Avenue 

Dubail and is the boarding house at which A^wo Smedley 

resided from'Moy, 1929. to Hay 1930, The police report 

that Agios Smedley frequently visits leones and Class 

at thia address. . ' .

ZU ay ninthly political report Cor Hovember, on 

page 15 it was stated that the bodies of numerous members 

of the fussily of a certain'Kou had bean murdered, allegedly 

by .flonmlsta in retaliation for Kou’s turning traitor to 

tho communist; cause. In connection with thio rattor 

Isaacs addressed an open letter to the various newspapers 

of Shanghai, under date of Hovcaiber £4, 1931, in which 

he scored then for branding these alleged murders as 

•horrible” and ’’dastardly, ” whilo ot the same tiino they 

• did not raise their editorial voices against the whole­

sale caird arc comittod by Chiang Kai-shek, tho Garrison 

Comandor of Shanghai and other Chineap militarists.. 

Kono of the papers saw fit to publish this letter but I 

1/ have received a copy thereof, and copies are enclosed.

I have also received a photostetic copy of tho last pogo 

containing the signature of Hr. Isaacs.

Honpeetfully yvuro,

E’wln q. Chinn IncKna, 
American Consul General.

WSL3!



Enclosure!
-<_!/- Copy of open letter free EfiroM

I T^^JwaOB', dated fiovcRiba' £4, 1031*
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.Enclosure Ko« 1 to despatch N<».< tf£ of Edwin S» Cur.niti.ghaa, 
Ar.eriOan CorJ^l General at auvST/ China, dated I'MeRber 
16, 1V31, on' tho subject: "Harold h. Isaacs."

£2JX ■

Your .publication of tho ’’ghastly" (Shanshal Times), 
"horrible? (C.hlna Press), "dactKrti Ly” (' vqnlsg Pool and’ 
North China Pally Perns) Binkra-allSi^dly SGErltted' by 
Chinos® Connuniats in tho Pranab Conooscion brings 
forcibly to hind certain other onpects of the Chinese 
aceno who as .^aotXinbssx nd barbari ty find tholr way 
into your colunna only at raw Intervals -and then 
only in brief cool nur^rrsph©.

Thora can be no ot‘.®pt to "Justify" theao allowed 
nurdorn, (if the tnlo bo true, ’.v© nil hate the guts of a 
traitor. ; Put wo oannot nil cordon©-a eyetea of vendetta 
which oxa©to so th© price of bctruyul sho innocent lives 
of a traitor^ f^iily. That, howovar, involves the. 
question of differing social customs to which no abstract 
oorul a solute Oon pocr&ly be applied.

Betrayal has its price under any social nora, 
whether we turn the dirty worx of vengeane’e over to th© 
Ineffable mercies of tho Lord or employ the less aesthetic 
but ?adro effective Ihairumsnte of the gallows, electric 
chair, lethal chamber, the guillotine or.the : ore refined 
weapons of social ostrnalapj whether we consider the 
traitor hlHBolf responsible for his actions - or exact 
retribution from his blood relations as well. (Jehovah, 
too, visits the oins of the father upon hia children, 
yea, pvori unto th© third and fourth generational)

But you reporters, tAosb typewriter© quivered 
with the horror of these ailogb’d -deeds of carter in 
Frenchtown Can still without a qualm c pdone and even 
express aut-iafaetioh at msg nurd©rs a thousand tinea 
enro revolting, a thousand times no re'barbarous - but 
less eo in y ur journalistically judicious eyes only 
because officially perpetrated.

You city Aitors - st the noaent ©ending, your men 
out to run do^i the Inst threaded folbs to this particular 
story - why don’t you sr.hd then ^ut to Lunghua ease fine 
sunny noming? ?hy don’t you give t>w on opportunity 
to witneso the torture and nurior of young non and women 
whoso only crime is a realistic appreciation of tho 
social and economic factors? at wor : in the world and 
a demand for their readjustment?

You ® Itora, who wield y?ur editorial power© so 
coif-righteously, why don’t you o uiatstently o-adjw end 
logically expose a ovoHiment that maintains itself 
largely by desperately slaughtering tho flower of its 
protesting youth and the backbone of its peasant zasaoa 
who abrupt protest .vylnat its venality .and corruption?

Cn.lv
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Only rd;on it la convenient Cor 7 ur foreign interests',' 
however,* to yo-; find it politic to tret out mho of yuur 
favorite bloats urninst the Nanking regime, attacks which 
are alaoat ulwtj's Lx-nt lately off oct by the nt.v3.00at Ing 
eulogies.end blatant lion that follow.

Considered from your own point of view, Messrs. ; 
Editors, the Rur;iorero of these Frorehtown people should 
bo brought to Juatloo and nod© to pay for their. crRos.

, iMi. eirdiwl? fro-! your own poini of view, to what bat of 
Justice ahould Chiang ."a! Shek bo brpiiflit, bafor© what 
tribunals o«n we arraign the garrison enmandoro of Shanghai, 
Kmklngi Hankow, the warlords of shantung, "zochuen, 
Kwongtung end JisnohurlB for the lives they have taken in 
th® perpetual ware they have waged on the people of China? ■ 
On any principles of abstract juntice, is the mass murder 
of thouaimda by the machine gun, tho heater, the rifle, th© 
sword, the ax® any store Just than the f urtive strangulation 
of nine hopeless relatives of a ©Glf-branded yellow our? 
Thio perpetual warfare has bean waged on th® pretext of

■ suppressing "banditry.’' If this be so, we ar© confronted 
•with th® startling feet, vouch©! for and advertised by 
the Government boasting th© recognition of all foroign 
powers, that vast portions of. tho Chinos© population ar© 
criminal! On t is promise, Chiang Kai Shek A Co. 
backed by the cohorts of the Soong iionago swoop down on 
whole provinces, massacre thousands, take heavy tolls 
from th© meagre life earnings of peasants and workers. 
And with ull iliplr pune and planea and hundred® of 
thousands of soldiers, they still foil to eradicate th© 
’’baidltB."

sho are the bcndlts, the robbers, the murderers? 
Answer thia Quest ion, Iters, Editors - and answer it 
honoatly if y>u dor©:

Japan, in violation of oo-oallod principles 
of JustJoe, but in full accord with the lessons of 
history, 1® helping har self to a good* ©lice of Continental 
Asia, allegedly part of th® Nanking Government• s domain. 
Lacking the courage, the ability, the inclination to turn 
its curio on the invader, th© Kuomintang olta in solemn, 
conclave at Nanking and discusses further -asasures-which, 
it licp«8, rill permit ths ©xtcrBinatich of now portions 
of China’s vast ’’criminal*' population to progress 
soro effectively.

Let us take some of thn facts sporadically reported 
by your own and tho Chkiosn oroso during K«y-December, 
1930. You reported 4,745 exBCuthna. "row other, more 
meticulous 6 urcea are derived statistics which show that 
no less than €6510 wore executed during the last four months 
of IWO alone! This fl-uro sounds tlobular, doesn’t it? 
Yet "or every digit there is aometrhoro in China a rotting 
corpse.

During the period following the close of th© 
so-called ' military period of the Kuomintang in 19C8

to



to the opening of the T:.ird -Plenary Session of the 
Party in 1$£9 approxtatcljr-iiOO.Wrorters, peasants, 
and students mot Seat.' at the hands of Ch Ina’a 
Tovolutlomry" orraies, Cne Shanghai drily (Chinese) 
late the next year O: itorialised as follows:- ■

"All China’s problama cbxrt^^p m^tisfno turtle sei tied if 
the good work of the past few -.aphtha c,?<n bo continued, 
from-August to October (1030.) alone .140,C-;.1’' CoraunletS 
wore killed and -45^,cco people starved to death in the 

. ' famine regions."' ' . - ■ ■ - - - ' ■ ■ . ■■ ■ . .

And if the dimensions of these ficurco oro not 
ghastly enough to novo y.-u. shall wo engage in a bit of 
felicitous description of the tbrturas a ••plied by these 
righteous saviors of China? Shall wo spook of the 

. burnings in oil, the burying alivo (aa wore five young 
san and vosen at Lunrhuo on Feb! 7 lest; the strongulatiois 
the unspeakable nutilatiun-of-hunan-bodies .--before <cath? 
Th ©so aren’t wild ni^tssres, You have ell scon and 

- shuddered'at the photo-graphs which Can still bo bought 
Hero anti th are in Shanghai depicting those proceoses in 
all their grislineso,

And at these, Messrs. Eitors, do you raise.
"your-.editorial hands in saintly horror1? Pa you splash 

ybur. columns with the adjectives *'d a st anlly, horrible, 
ghostly?" Hardly. 'Hiat would offend your Nbhking 
friends. If you do not maintain alienee that bespeaks 
contentment, you bmenly applaud, for thio wo con 
quote you chapter and verso from your own editorials'..'

Th are are no organs, no pub licet Iona hero that 
dare look these facte boldly in the face. . Tour 
mastheads all carry boasts of your Impartiality. ' Kero- ' 
ia at least on® opportunity to invest then with some 
quality of verier ilitudo. .

- Sincerely, ;

' (Signed) Harold. H. Isaacs
- . ■ ■ 17.7 Avenue.- Puba 11, ■

House 6.

Kovember £4, 1931. .

Copied by LUxS
Cosporod with K II
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. FILE NO.

SOURCE! _

DATE: __ ^j2-2_

j EDITOR OF CHINA ’ 
i PAPER IN DAW 
t — •; . y
* Threat to Turn Isaacs 
’ .Over,to Nanking 
r. '; ~~—' ■ <
; SHANGHAI Aug. 9 -The, Wall 
, Street government, supporting in

Nanking butcher agents, has threat* 
ened to turn oyer Harold R. Isaacs,' 
American editor ot the “China For-: 
um," ti the Thanking hangmen, i "

As editor of the 'Clilnsi Forum,". 
Isaacs has committed the crime' 
against Imperialism of supporting - 
too Chinese Revolution and ruthless­
ly exposing the mass murder of rev*1 
olutlonary Chinese workers and peas-; 
ants by the Nanking regime and the; 
United Blates and other Imperialist 
brigands. He has exposed too shame-1 
ful sell-out of tho Chinese masses, 
bp the Nanking traitors to toe Jap-, 
anew, American and other Imperial-;, 
tot*. : ' ■„ ■: ■>

■ The, United States government has 
warned Isaacs that It will withdraw 
the protection of extra-territorial 
righto unless • th e “China Forum*, 
changes Ite editorial and news pol­
icies. Under this extra-territoriality 
treaties Imposed upon China by the 
imperialists. American and'other cltl- 
ten* of the Impcrllalst powers may 
not be tried In. the Chinese courts. 
Because Isaacs la on Amr.dcan ,citi­
zen the Nanking government has nob 
been able to wreaek Its vengeance, on 
him for bls exposure of their bloody, 
terror and betrayal of the Chinese 

. masses. The Wall Street Govern-, 
, meat, which protects Its business 
’ agents to looting China now proposes 
’ to throw Isaacs to Ito Nanking lack­

eys for trial In the Chinese courts
; oa charges carrying Ute imprison-; 
; merit or the death penalty.

Isaacs has categorically refused to 
concede to the demands of toe United 
Blates government that he change 
too policies of the “China Forum." 
Ha Is closely associated In the anti.' 
Imperialist. antl-Kuodilntattg fight 
wit’s Madami Sun Yat-sen, who la 
ehlarmon of toe committee leading 
toe fight to save Paul ami Gertrude 
Ruegge from a death sentence in torn 
Chinese courts.

American workers and Intellectuals 
and tori? organizations should at 
once send rigorous protest to too 

< State Department al Washington, 
;»ylsS'a» attempt w^dTMtl Isaacs 
to death tn the Nanking Courts. 1
«— WnmUm.*. »Im tlWM th-h*.
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.direct to Paris for throe or four days before proceeding to

London. His viait to Pari* la, therefore, strictly unofficial.

FRANCS

A correspondent asked if the French Government had askod 

the State Depart Bent for an agrenent for a new Ambassador...in 

Washington, M. Germaine-Martin. Hr. Rogers replied in the 

negative.

' CHINA /

A correspondent asked if Representative La Guardia of 

Now York had asked the Stato Department to intervene in the 

case of an American named Harold Isaacs who is now editing a 

newspaper in China, which, according to press despatches, 

is a Communist organ. The correspondent continued by saying / 

that according to stories the American diplomatic officers f 

in China warned Mr. Isaacs that ha would be, likely to lose \ 

his extraterritorial status because of hisactivities. Fur- 

theranr?,' his father, who is in Sew York, wants the Depart­

ment* of State to get Mr. Harold Isaacs back and have him de­

ported. In reply, Ur. Rogers said that ho knew nothing of 

',any communication from Mr. La Guardia on the subject. In re-: 

gard to the story, it is not true that this Government has 

threatened to deprive Mr. Isaacs of his extraterritorial rights 

in Shanghai.

BOLIVIA-PARAGUAY

A correspondent asked if the State Department had received 

any reports to the effect that the Bolivians had captured two 

Paraguayan forts. In reply, Ur. Rogers said that he under­

stood that Assistant Secretary Shite talked with the correspon­

dents last night concerning the situation and that Mr. White 

might possibly bo able to seo the correspondents again today.
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lRXlACELReprc6entatlve»_tostffli jWWtt

M,,c' ISOLOG/WUSPARROW/qperational
Dr. Harold R. ISAACS, Profeasor of Political Sclonca at M.I.T.__ _______  

Acnon ACQUIRED • REfEWBCtl • ‘

1. On 12 July 1967, WUSPARRCH/1 renewed hia old friendship with 
Subject at tho MH Faculty Club. Subject is how-a senior, research associate 
at MIT's Center for International Studies and has recently been ussed a 
Profescor. ,

2. For the past few years Subject has been working on an international 
study series involving Binarity racial groups. His reports have been 
published in the New Yorker magazine and as books, The New World of Negro 
Americans and India's Untouchables. Subject plans to publish In August 
I967 a book on the American Jews in Israel and la working on another oh 
the Philippines.

3« WUSPARRCW/1 first sot Subject in 19W after he had Just completed 
a long and friendly interview with Ho Chi Minh as Far East correspondent 
for Newsweek. At that tiao, Subject felt that the United States was making 
a uiatakeTn not accepting Ho aa the leader of a united Vietnam, feeling 
that Ho was Independent enough of China to stake him at worst a sort of 
Tito.

4. Subject presently is despairing of United States foreig: relations 
in that our people fraa Washington, or elsewhere, seldcn ssei to establish 
a deep rapport with Aslan or African nationals. Subject feels-that such 
relatlans as do exist never reach more than an Ineffective superficial

• level.’

5. - Subject first went to the Far East about 1930 when he was a crew 
member of the Matson Lite's Malolo and disembarked at Honolulu to work for 
the Honolulu Advertiser. (WUSPARROW/1. went to work for the sene paper two. 
years later.) Subject vent next to the Philippines where- he worked on a 
Manila daily. While in .Manila he was offered the editorship of the Bangkok 
Royal Mail, to fill In for*St. Clair McELKAY, now of the Kev Yorker.

CONTINUED

Distribution: 
'2.- C/DO

« MntCWK 1/ . I / tvusfw ■nuara halt»P*1W miBOl AMO BU>dER

UTBA - 5^3 U August 1967

custnanta hcs rm mm

SECRET ^2GO-6-3SO/3
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6. Subject's alnd was set on China and in late 1931 he went to 
Shanghai and Joined The China Prosa, working alongside Tilinan DUKE IN, 
now of the Nev York Tices. Subject lost his Job with The China Press 
after a flare-up. with Hollington TONO, part-owner of the paper.. Subject 
then Joined the Newsweek■foreign staff. Subject van in and out .of 
Bangkok after World War II and WSKM/l became friendly with bin. 
According toWUSPARRCM/1, nany people regard Subject’s Tragedy of the 
Chinese Revolution ds a significant workand a recent writer on China, 
Dennis BIXX2W0BTH, holds a good view of Subject's Scratches on the Hind.

. 7. Subject now-seems permanently settled with MIT, having bought . 
a boas at 96 Farlow Road, Newton. Subject hosts there at pool-side 
"seraioars" on Saturday afternoons, with MIT faculty friends and journalist 
friends such as Bob SHAPLEii coming by. Subject invited MJ8MSKH/1 to 
participate as well.

8. However, as HUSPAKROW/1 ascertained, Subject has little contact - 
with foreign students save for an occasional adult foreign graduate 
student. Wehope, considering Subject's background, that he will prove 
with WUSPARROW/1'-s guidance to be a profitable unwitting spotter and 
assessor of foreign graduate students.

LCUIS K. ROLLCFIER
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RK?fRN tO: Tainor 
10/14/05 caw 
FULK #151-1423 
PC
BUDKD: 11/lla

NAME< IS.AACS, H.1RQLD ROBOT >0 /i‘4
BORN: Sopt. 19, 1910 NY

MS odjlfill-^iass.y, dob Juno 20, 1910, NYC, NY 
married Shanghai/ VopiT 14, 1932

ADDRESSES 
Aug.,, 1965 to present, 96 Farlow Ed., Newton, Mass
July, 1953 to Aug., 1965 Mass.
Fob., 1944 to July, 1953, 333 Central PR. Host, NYC, NY 
Sept., 1941 to Feb., .1944, 4938 Nowport Ave., Friendship Hts., Md 
1940. to Sopt., 1941, 72 ft. Torraco Eebt, NYC, NY 
1937 to 1940, 40 Monroe St., NYC, NY

EDUCATION
George Washington H. S., NYC, 1023 to 1926

SEN: 082-03-4029

EMPLOYMENT:
1953 , Mass. Inst, of Technology, Caab, Mass., academic,.research
1943 to 1950, Newsweek, 9DC, CBI, Pacific, SE Asia, NYC, reporter, 

war corres. assoc, editor
1943, Lookhoed Aircraft Corp., SCO, radio writer,
1940 to 1943,- Columbia Broadcasting Co., NYC, NBC, writer
1934 to 1935, self enploycd, Poking, China, writer
1932 to 1934, Havas Nows Agency, Shanghai, China, hews editor
1931 to 1932, China Press, Shanghai, China, city editor
1930 to 1931, Shai Evening Post, Shanghai, China, reporter
1930, Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu, reporter

FOREIGN TRAVEL:
China, 1930 to 1935, Travel, work, writing 

------- China, Burma, India, 1944, to 1945, war corres'. Newsweek
PI, India, Indonesia, 1949 to 1949, Newsweek assignment
Phillippines, 
Europe Mainly UK
Czech. 
Malaya

Israel 
PI., c

1950 to 1950, cover Baguo conference 
:, 1957 to 1957, travel, visit university 
India, 1960 to 1960, academics, research ,

1963 to 1964, I

RELATIVES:
Father I. Robert Isauics,. deconuod

/Mother, Sophie Dprlic, deceased
Viola Robinson Isaacs dob 1910. sass

FILE 114 ;i - /zW6
known 17 yrs

/5z?2^-/^^^^ 10^F5 *1 NOV 195$
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26 OCT 1965

TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ATTN: Special Agent in Charge of 

. ~ Washington Field Office'

FROM: Deputy Director for Plans

SUBJECT: ISAACS, Harold Robert

Reference is made to the request dated 14 October 

1965 concerning Subject. Attached for your retention io a 

copy of our CSCI-316/04169-65, dated 13 October 1965, 

subject: ISAACS, Harold Robert. It is noted that a portion 

of the information appearing in said CSCI was previously 

forwarded to you in bur SODB 20568, dated 2 December 

1949, subject: Harold Robert ISAACS.

CSCI-316/04352-65

Encl. I name check
1 attachment as stated above

RID/CE: JMA/CPL/ell

Based on: CSCI-316/04169*65

CS COPY _ yv-w /6

SECRET
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RETURN TO: Tainor 
10/14/65 caw
FILS #151-1423 
PC 
BODED: 11/lla,
NAME: ISAAli/ HAROLD ROBERT

BORN: Sept. 13, 1910, NYC, KT

MS: married Viola Robinson, dob June 20, 1910, NYC, NT 
married Shanghai, Sept. 14, 1932

ADDRESSES:
Aug., 1965 to present, 96 Farlow Rd., Newton, Hass.
July, 1953 to Aug., 1965 Mase.
Fob., 1944 to July, 1953, 333 Central Pfc. West, NYC, NT
Sept.} 1941 to Feb., 1944, 4938 Newport Ave., Friendship Hts., Md
1940 to Sept., 1 <72 Pfc Tefraco West, NYC, NT
1937 to 1940, 40 Hon NYC, NY

< 72 Pfc

EDUCATION
George Washington H. S., NYC, 1923 to 1920

SSN: 082-03-4029

EMPLOYMENT: : ) /
1953 , Hass.\Inst/of Technology, Camb, Mass., academic, research
1943 to 1950, Newsweek, BDC, CBI, Pacific, SE Asia, NIC, reporter, 

। war corres. assoc, editor
1943, Lockheed Aircraft Corp., 9DC, radio .writer, 

.1940 to 1943, Columbia Broadcasting Co., NYC, WDC, writer
1934 to 1935, self employed, Peking, China, writer1934 to 1935
1932 to 1934, Havas News Agency, Shanghai, China, nows editor
1931 to 1932, China Press,. Shanghai, China, city editor
1930 to 1931. Shai

Philllppinos,

FOREIGN TRAVEL:
China, 1930 to 1935, 
China, Burma, India, 
PI,: India, Indonesia

1930, Honolulu Advorl
/ China, reporter 

sdrtar

®<R 1141"-^«'Wt >rres. Newsweek 
19491 to 1949, Nows® iek assignment

Europe Mainly UK, 19 
Czech., Israel, India 
Malaya, PI., etc., 19

RELATIVES:
Father, I. Robert Issacs, deceased
Mother, Sophie Berlin, deceased

1950' tenSW-,"®) wir'E uo conference 
"v .sit univarsity 

micS research project

Wife, Viola Robinson Isaacs, dob 1910, same
FILE IN 201

S-rgont Shriver, Peace Corps., 5DC, known 17 yrs.
' 18 OCT 1365
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fILE ?151-1423

£3EiD: H/Ha-*

mm;: Isaacs, e^old equhr:

Sept. 13, 1010, N

. ES: sarrlud Viola EoSfesoa, lo'o Juno 
mafFretrsSu r.'gKa i, \ Sept. 14,

20, 1910, 
1932

c^2i

nyc, w

ADSIESS^S
Aug., 1065 to present, 26 Farlow Ed. , llui’ton, Eass.
July, 1053 to Aug., 15d5 miss.
Fob., 1914 to July, 1053, 333 Contra'- Pa. Vest, ETC, KT-
Sept., 1911 to Feb., 19x1, 4023 Ke..';ox*t Avo., Friendship Sts., Md
1040 to Sept., 19’1, 72 Ks. Ceriv.ee Ue at, M, 1TZ
1937 to 1940, 40 Eonroo Si., l.UC, NY

EDUCATION x '
George Washing-tan H. S., NYC, 1923 to 1926

: SSS: 082-03-4020

: EMPLOYMENT: /^-''.O Sfi^^^y^-.-ww’^ *yC
j 1953 ,’ Eass. last; of Technology, Can’s, Mans., acadeolc, research
■ 1943 to 1950, uowswdck,. F/DC, CEz, Pacific, S£ Asia, NYC, reporter,
; war cortcs. assoc, editor

1943, Lockheed Aircraft Corp., YEO, radio writer,
1940 to 1943, Columbia'Broadcasting Cd., NEC,. WHO, writer
1034 to 1035, soli employed, Peking; China, writer
1932 to 1934, ^vas .J.'cws’Agency, Shanghai, China, nows editor
1931 to 1932, China Press, Shanghai, China, city editor (c-h>^ ?o&im.
1930 to 1931, Chai Evening Post, Shanghai, China, reporter 
1030, Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu, roportex" ■ 
iltJ-i^j^ A/c-^.y^^/f > ^t\^i>-rti.^y>cnr^ri

GN THAVEL:
China, 1930 to 1935, Travel, work, writing
China, Burna, India, 1944^ to 1345, war cdrros. Newsweek
PI, India, Indonesia, 1949 to 1949, Kowswook assignment 
Philiipyinos, 1050 to 125G, cover 'Bagno conference 
Europe Mainly 02/ 1057 to 1957, travel, visit university 
Czech., Israel, India, 196Q to'I960, acadonicE research project 
Malaya, PI., etc., 1063 to '1964,

/ RELATIVES:
4 Father, I, 2o_".i Issacs, deceased 1 ■ if

T Mother, 'Soylie Berlin, deceased
|; J Wife, Viola So bl azo a Isaacs; dob 1916, sane

RE?ZR3!S1: _P
iiigoat Shriver, Peace Corps., FfK, known 17 yrs. ”^

‘ k“~ ’ • (^‘^^^‘J 22 OCT 1955

*’ HAI to information forwarded in CSCI-316/O^52-65,

dated 26 October 1965, subject: ISAACS, Harold 

Robert,
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MOMO W*A10K
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TO: PSB/CSC

1

’ RID/CE GA-10
. Attn:, Sarah Marmaduke 13 :t 1965

RID/AN GA 50

4;

AiJ^7J-^

10,

It.
FILE TITLE

11

IX
• F-ILE-NUWER • • -

1

M.

NCLOSURE
ABSTRACT X15.

RID/FI IB 1*003 ocuwcttT date ^CriTf
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i 3 OCT !965

TO: United States Civil Service Commission
Attention: Mr. Joseph C. Campbell

FROM: Deput/ Director for Plans

SUBJECT: ^ISAACS. Harold Robert

1. Reference is made'to four request dated 14 September 1965. 
The files of thia office contain considerable information concerning
Subject. , the salient elements of which are summarised below. -

2. According to undated information from a reliable source. 
Subject born 13 September 1910 in New York City, arrived in Shanghai, 
China, from Ma nils, Philippine Islands, in December 1930. First 
employed in Shanghai by the English language dally,Evening Post and 
Mercury, Subject became associated a few weeks later with the China 
Prebb. with which he remained until May 1931. In June 1931 Subject 
traveled up the Yangtze River with the British Communist, Cecil Frank 
CLASS, a suspected sgentfor the Third International in China. Also 
in 1931, Subject-became the Shanghai secretary of the Comite litter* 
nationals Pour la Defense de Paul et Gertrude RUEGG (NOULENS), a 
committee, with Headquarters in Berlin, formed to aid the defense of 
the NOULENS against charges of espionage perferred by the Chinese 
Government. Subject was in correspondence with Willi MUENZENBERG, 
President of the Committee and an active agent in Germany for the Third ■ -
International. Subject was also known to be in contact with Agnes 
SMEDLEY in Shanghai during the same period. On 14 September 1932 
in Shanghai, Subject married Viola ROBINSON, an American citiaen 
born 10 June 1910 in New York City. Miss ROBINSON wan believed to 
have been connected with Communist activities in the United States 
and in China. Correspondence between her and Subject prior to their 
marriage indicated that they were both sympathetic to activities 
being conducted by the Communists in China.

son 
ntiifia was . L=si
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3. According to predecessor organisation Information, Subject' 
was also employed as a staff writer for the Havas News Agency-tn 
Shanghai during the period 1930-1935 and was a member oi the Society 
of Friends of the USSR and of the China League for Civil Rights.

4. An undated report from an unknown source indicated that 
Subject had turned against the Stalinist Government of the USSR, and 
had become e Trotskyite (probably during the'mid-1930’s). Friends 
of Subject stated that even during tho height of his Trotskyist career 
he never accepted money from any group, that he was open and above 
board, and that.he never engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow 
established government. They also indicated that Subject was 
attracted to communism by sheer idealism. Immediately pfter Pearl 
Harbor, Subject broke with the Trotskyite group as he had broken 
with the Communietsand began writing propaganda for the United 
States Government. 1

5. According to Source of paragraph 2, Subject was a war 
correspondent in China during World War 11 for Newsweek. In July 
1945 he was refused entry into China by Chinese Nationalist authorities, 
presumably as a result of anti-Nationalist articles he wrote for Mews- 
week. In 1949 Subject was Special Features Editor for that magaslne, 
at 152 West 42nd Street, New York City. He was the authorof several 
books, including No Peace in Asia and The Tragedy of the Chinese 
Revolution. I ’

6. Subject's present political beliefs are unknown to this office.

CSCI-316/O4169-65

Encl. 1 name check

RID/CE: JMA/DS/lpm

Based on: SODB-20568
CSCI-3/778,850

SEC®
ft FQRHEH BBSS

CW# 1 
tU^toiM 

, Cts^W'U m 
) triimiiaM



I 4 SEP 1965

9-44-65

9-13-10
Bawlork

J S^4Q3

! 5 ?iP 1965

2 o 1- i^HZ



SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

SUBJECT OF DOCUMENT COCuVtA' lOENfIFICATion

Suspected Soviet Agents domiclTed In 
Shahghai

"' ’'“ "°'. 1 CKINA-C

>. OiPATCM OR*SOURCa DO’c. 

SMP-D 4718 Sqj

TAOP-L
3*uoOL NO.

193

4. OaTI

7- SOURCE CRVPTONYM 4. DATE OF INFO. »■ EVALUATION

5. ANALYST

JEP
4. OAft PROCESS'D

3 Dec. 1963
10* DISSCMINATEC IN tl. OATS

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION --------------------------

XX

11. CROSS REFCRRtO TO THIS Fitt IS. TRANSFERRED TO 
RI FILE NO.’
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Interested parties in the subjcet of HAROLD TSiJr.tS-Mw referred to this document 

The bulky nature of this document, plus. numerous refs to other individuals and the 

poor quality of paper this makes it necessary to leave the file in its present ' 

classification.

FILE THIS FOIW IN FILE NO.

SECRET



□ UNCLASSIFIED □ ™! □ CONFID’^TUL 0 SECRET
— ■ /#..!■.■■ । । । c i -^i—1 . 1 ..y ■ ... .1

; ROUTINE XUMD RECORD-SHEETy/7^^
SUBJECTi iOp-«oD

rid/ce FE Japan

NO

CSCI-3/ 778,850
DAH

22 November 1963
TO: <OB«*f MgAftNen, rw* •v0w, end 
b»itdl«9)

OATt
OHICUI 
INITIALS

COMMENTS |N*i4w wd» wwmiI to »h®w horn wlt«A 
to «U«. Oro* a Gm o«*w column o/fw mb to<Mir*IJ

MCD fWDO

1.
- CI STAFF 2C 35

i! O ' - । l

TO: ACSI (Telephonic)

1

3.

4. ■

5.
RID/AN GA 50

/^/flr/f

8.

9.

10.

11.
FILE TITLE

12. ‘ '

- rar nuoca

14.

EnCLOSuAC
ABSTRACT X

X15.
Rip/FI IB U003 DOCUMENT DATE ZrAJj

27 Kv 1963
IMDCI

'^«610 COITIONS □ SECRET □ CONFIDENTIAL □ ^ □UNCLASSIFIED op.ji *—i i—। 1
5. 41



W f(WM DISSEM

27 NOV 1963

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
Department of tho Army 
Attention: Chief, Counterintelligence

Branch Security Division

FROM: Deputy Director, Plans

SUBJECT: ISAACS, Harold Robert

1. Reference io made to the request received on 
14 October 1963 from Lt. Whipple concerning Subject. 
With, respect to the Specific questions posed in the 
request, Subject is the author of a number of books, 
including No Pence In Asin, Five Years of Kuomintang 
Reaction, and Yoe Yrageoy of tho Chinese'Revolution. 
We YlYea contain no Information concerning Subject’a 
teaching at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
however they do contain the following summary of un­
eval ua tod /information based on several predecessor 
organisation reports, Additional information concern­
ing Subject is contained in our SODB 2056S, dated 2 
December 1949, subject: Harold Robert ISACCS, a copy 
of which is attached for your retentionJ

J ~ a. Subject was employed as a staff writer for 
the Havas News Agency in Shanghai from 1930-1935. 
He was also editor and publisher of the China Forum, 
a communist periodical, from January 1932 Vo sin 
'inspect!led date. In July 1932 ISAACS wrote and 
published the above-cited Five Years of Kuomintang 
Reaction, a!36-page illustrated book of Communist 
nature."” While in Shanghai he.was a member of The 
Society of Friends of tho USSR (Shanghai Branch) 
and The China League for Civil Rights.

b. In 1933 Shanghai authorities listed Subject's 
wife, Viola ROBINSON, as a suspect Soviet agent re­
siding in Shanghai. Prior to their marriage on 14 
September 1932, ISAACS stated. in a letter to Hiba 
ROBINSONthat he had definltely'turned "Red." All 
the nteabero of the ROBINSON family were described as 
Communists.

SECRET ($*
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FILE IN
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c, In July 1933 the Nanking Goveninsnt ordered 
the temicipality of Croator Shanghai to taka drastic 
neasuroo to atop.the propaganda appearing in a 

. . number of publications including the ChinaFonin, 
published by Subject. Subject's magazInenaTregodly 
published Communist propaganda; in this connection s 
protest was to bo lodged against him with the American 

. Consulate.

. d. Subject was described as a "seif-confessed 
Colonist” in 1933. The following year he wrote on 
article entitled "I break Hith The Chinese Stalinists" 
which appeareKL in the September-October 1934 edition 
of The New International, n Communist propaganda 
organ published in hfew. York.

8. An undated report from on unknown source indicated 
, that Subject had turned against the Stalinist Government 

of the CSSS.becoming a Trotskyite(probably during the aid** 
1930'a). Friends of Subject stated that even during the 
height of his Trotskyist career he never accepted money 
from any group,.that ho was open and above board, and that 
henover engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow established 
government. They also stated that Subject was attracted to 
Communism by "sheer idealism." Immediately after Pearl 
Harbor, ISAACS broke with the Trotskyite group as he had 
broken with the Communists and began writing propaganda 
for the United States Government.

3. According to a report dated 23 Juno 1951 from n 
fairly reliable source, Subject -served at that time as a 
Ford Foundation advisor on Far Eastern Projects.

4. For additional Information concerning Subject you 
are referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and to 
the Department of the Navy (no documentation available).

CSCI-3/778,850 ■

Enol: 1 attachment as^stated above,

RID/CE: JMA/MI/dcl

Based on: FK/1, 201-18446* ■ L
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 2713, 10-11-32 
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 4606, 16-5-33 
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 4718 '

CHINA CIA OP1, SMPD 4685 & 4685/C
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 5454-8,21-12-33
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 6628
roz, 201-4S8-S , ; OT , #• ______
SO lor NAVY r.t.r.1, . SECRET !i W CS3

; KO fCKEIGH OISSEH
fox
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ACSI - Lt. Whipple via Jane Roman 1U Oct 63 ■ =

^Ki:i< M ' Moran ' ' K-.r/'v ' * *

ISAACS. Harold Robert
aS A/iO JO VARKd

born 1910
■[^^"'a vS'^Ji'^i^'i "We

■'littZft LEffiTU'/WC UMA.'
If MfHiW® »W

^^L'55^
J Div.

'^.7W
Herold R.Isaacs authority on China

Harold R. Isaacs teaches at MIT

are all the names the same person?

- Author odrmahy books on China - S. E. Asia

«j aw

si^)TOS

iy££^2J£

^^^A'alf^ '
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SECRET

TO

raoM

Chief, NEA date .5.Mar-1954
_ Chief of Station, Karachi^

f GENERAL 

subject! .1 STECIRC

Operatlonal/INTEL ■
Far Eastern Association 8th Annual Mooting, 

-Request for Background and Operational Information

1. The program of the 8th Annual Meeting of the Far Eastern 
Association, held In Philadelphia 3-5 April 1956, has Just 
arrived here. It indicates that the association has already 
taken decided steps towards its announced expansion Into the 

■ South Aslan field. The station assumes that Headquarters 
\ ‘ covered the mooting and can get access now or later to copies 

of monographs, notes on proceedings, and so bn.

2. The following items, keyed to tho program, would seem to 
be of Interest to this station if Headquarters can get thoni

A. On 3 April, Zakye^clari 'The World View of the 
Punjabi Villager".

' ■ (Hotei This Is quite likely tho East Punjabi,
but it should have some validity for Lahore as 
well as for Delhi.) • ■

B. On the same day, a Pakistan Studies Organization 
Meeting was hold at 17.00. It would be useful to . 
know who is Interested Ln Pakistan studies (both 
individuals and organizations) and what lines 
they aro thinking of working on.

c

2 May 1956 
JUUi/wrg

Distribution!
5 - NEA
2 - Karachi

. On 5 April, all the Items, of a "South Aslan Mis­
cellany" should bo .of considerable Interest,

’ particularly-Staiiley^Mardn's "The Future of East".. 
Bengal'!!. Hydecker ha\ some early drafts of the 
HaroldTlsaacs study, but they are too early to 
provide\any useful material; this project (at 
CENIS. MIT; is one that Headquarters should moni­
tor closely,, however. fV. 't a ’ .

NEO. R. HtfDECKER

™?:5.51-28 A

secret
CUSSffKAnOH

ri copy ^Z-



TOi Director .
Fodorul Eurdcu cf kvcstl^ctlaa 

..Xttoatlpni Ft. S. J. Fnpldi .

IKCIii Deputy Director, Plena

"iUlCTi i'ornupdv 5XUKUI/1, alee known aa Fernando 'locuoit .HCfUii

- 1. Lcfcranco la n«!o to a cocaalcatlun too. tide Agency 
dated-30 August 1955, captioned .-au ubavo, cur nIowms CD CI-2542.

2. Attached for ycia' D4cri.atlon la a copy cf a letter 
written ’ey subject, and eddi-osuod to the peat.offico box rantlonsd 
in to referenced BKiraidua. 'Ite latter uu signed .ly subject as 
FJ2,- his fouiairo psucdoiya. It should also to explained that 
Cajlkh is not subject’s native Icn-u^o; tharofcro, to.pKaar 
and spalling used by subject it: hie letters era to bo expected.

3. i'hiu offico interprets subject’s latter ou follows:

a. - Aunt Josephine* is Joa/fj!.-.®, wit!: when uuLJoct boa 
boon in contact tho pest several t>nt!u carl who :ua boon Indoctri­
nating subjoeV with loftlot ideology. UDDAX bras not admitted to 
subject that ho la a Coaiinlst, ~ although in Ui a conversations with 
cubjcct ho sticks very closo to tho current lino- cf tho Fidllpptno 
CuMsniat Forty (KF).

. . . UJi^ldjlMZCS (FBI Filo la. 100-1116243) la well known
to ths BuruiiT™ \ ~ •

«. Vnclo MANUEL io probably, tho Into Fbillppiuc ?rasldsnt 
Fanuol CUXO!!, who sponsored. Jees LA; 16/123*s entry into the United 
St a tea in 1937 whoa miSflu attrited at Columbia University, 
t'illita CfiTcii,' Jr. has rot yot boon Identified, by thia offico.

d. PfllLIC, feu la probably Dr. FUsddii\PA’lh.D, 
foreor Associate Professor,,cf Jhciaica at ths Cuiveroity cf tho 
Ruilppiwa. PflLEio received his BD6 frou the University or the 
ftilipplMS and Lia 11.6..and Ph.i'. at tho Uaivoraity of Michigan.



leech’d to a usually rclicblo cov^cq nf thia .cciwy, ?j,'LitIC uu 
naror tida to co^atcly, rout just-to Phllicjlia life after having 
livad la ths -United States,. Eq io tan for iili stream piv-A»rlcun 
vlcua tai crcardluj to enures fivLt’J/ Ida tautest iuoirc io to 
nsUj pcimunantly in tho Uni-tod flatus. ALt!»ugb it is known, that 
PAiUlLIO was on friendly torxs with' «oco IfiM there io no toruni 
that iso chared UJSiilG'o political vlous.

a. Fr. i&LS&il id probably Father |PtaAiO, Jccuit Cwplain 
•at ths Ualvvrauf cl ths PUllipplaop.

f. Cjproa 'or Cyprus Univoroity cay poos inly Us tyracusa 
Unlvoruity. ■ ; ;

g. i.lc hJid iu probably iikar4o\jlDK, milppiiij uowc- 
paporoan who was allegedly tacscUtai with Harry UiliKXS in the 
International lohgchjroMh’u and Lu'ctasaii’a Union (IL!<1) in 
ILswlulu. UliSJ vasiforaou JJ^ll'Wb in-Italia) hewoyor, coot 

•of hie lifo Lea ieonepont in iiswaii. fb was Mtaalta a U.3. 
citicun in 1943 nd roturcad to Um Pbllippiuso in 1949,: utero ho 
lout bin UiC. citlsans^ in 1952. lloru is no inforcstion in ths 
files of. Ulla off its which iiJlcatdn that’UUlZ has returned to 
Hawaii. 'For additional Ihfortation concerning. Izdlt2, rafprenc'o 1c 
Kado to a Kstsrhslui to ths Bureau, dated U Kovorter 1949, cubjoctr 

.^A'iccrdo bZ£& (aka hicardo LAVI?)", our reference SO DS.a)jO?,

h. Undo'tun is Hod CtiiGQji, Undo BiUTEiG ia Eultasar 
CUYUG/U with whoa Uis Bureau Ila fcmillci* tu a woult er* previous 
correspouioisco cer.carning hla'ilosghtor, Ceman 3«»®lWCf (EBI 
Filo ho. 105-325il). .Froa the-word ini; of cubjoct’s tatter thia 
off lea asouasj .that Baltasar CUYUuH id aware that- tte - J'odoral 
Bureau of  iu in.-ODtigatlhg for -CUTUu/J. It alee 
eppoaro that Ealttarx. CUH'C-ZlI'gayo cubJoct a letter to dolivex* 
personally to Ua trotter Bor CUXUmAN, possibly to avoid a tall 
intercept by the Dorota. It should bo noted tost subject stated 
that bo balled ths lottar ino ted.

hxvosticcU.cn

4. In view of Us canoitivaucoo of tho taurco of tfo above 
information, it in requested that no further dieaedhation bo made 
of tho information without prior clear taco with this /goncy.

CS CJ.1768 ,
hue .

biaiitat - /. ccpy of a lottar' /e ,\ J J.* ^yj
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CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
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DATE: 27 JAN 54
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: LIUTSUN-CH’I (M) AKA

T.C. LIU, LAU CHIN-KI 
FBI FILE #: 100-365280 (BUREAU)
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DOCUMENT DISPOSITION

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Concents made by Francia McCracken Fisher

I Fisher also recalled that sometime after the subject had gone over the. Communists
• I after 1950, he' Fisher, met Harold Isaacs, a writer-who formerly was a Trotskyte in His

I views, at which time l£aaca_od vised Fisher thaht he had known that subject was a Commur1st ; 
las early as the 1930’sTn Peking, China. Isaacs stated that the subjcet had worked for
I the Tass News Agency in Peking after having graduated fora coliege and had evern
I bbeeh sente to jaol due to his communist actlvies.
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SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS 
FBI FILE A: 100-286243 (BUREAU)
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; -FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET



SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE '

•-FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

| SUOJte* OF DOCUMENT OOCUWNT IDENTIFICATION 1

I ^cclt^td jd^tac a-^ t^y(
1 ^^A^y^M /Z^-^cyzx/ &t^t-<^f <^<-Ct

1.
*1 Flit NO.

^rr- | 7 -
.2/-2. -/ 1

J. OfSPATCN OR SdUtCC COC. SYMOOL NO- 4. O*f( 1
J/4kZS~4

’> SOUSCE CITFTONYY ». OAT.. or INFO. ]•. (VALUATION । I

IB. ANALYST ^ • •_ 0«T( PQOCCSSCD

^ ik^Z^f
TO. OISSCNtNATTD IN . ^H. OAT. ।

etSUNENT INFORMATION

i»- cwn Rtrciiiico to thi* ti« I>. TR AM Sr E»REO TO' ' - f ‘1

^<5/-/e W6

u 867 w,< toirioai. SECRET
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FBI REPORT
DATE: 26 MAY 1952
CLASS: CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJ; GEORGE HERRING, WAS: 

RING, PAUL RUEGG
FBI FILE #: 100-344906 (BUREAU)
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER ANO CROSS REFERENCE

iUOHcr or oocumcht DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION

Agnes Swell ay, was.

1- 
Al FUC NO. 201-4 14 '

|. itSHiCN 09 SOUALC DOC. SYMOOL »O- 

DFB-16151

4. OATC

5 Mar. S2

7. SOUACC CITRtQNTH i. OAK Or jMRO. 9. CWALUATIO*

|. ANALYST • . OATC MOCMllO

21 Nov. 63
lO.OlSSEWINATEO IN 11. OATC

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION
ciou XHuto to Thu rue IXHlIUniO TO

PERTINENT INFOBMAT ION

' h

According to cojfldential informant T-17, of unkonwn reliability, Agnes 
smedley attempted. to ovtain from the American Express Co. in Shahghai certain mail 

addressed to Harold R. Isaacs while Isaacs was avsent from the city. One of 

the return addresses ohthis mail was Smith and Isaacs, 344 East 149th Streed 

Bronx , New fork. Harold R. Isaacs, mention above, was Identified by T 17 as 

an American Journalist of Coranunist. sympathies who reslsed in Shahghai in the Early 

thirties.

■ FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

. . DOCUMENT' DISPOSITION

SUBjLCt or OOCirHNT POCUMCNT lOLNfllSCATION

AGNES SMEDLEY,______ _____

1.
RI FILE NO. 201-41 4

J. DlSFAKM ON BOUNCE DOC. SYMBOL NO.

DFB-16129
4. OATC

T. IOU«C( COVFTONYM B. OATC or INFO- ».. (VALUATION

B- ANALYST «. OAT( FR0CUK9

1 Dee..61

TO. OlllW.INATW IN It. OATC

CROSS atrtaalD TO THIS rsi.E

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Subject of the document is mentioned as laving visited the residence of HjffoldR,

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET



FBI REPORT
DATE: 31 JAN. 52
CUSS; CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJ: TILLMAN, DURDIN
FBI FILE #: 105-15218 (BUREAU)
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

TtHSHRasorQ

SUBJECT OF DOCUMENT DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION

I DA FRANCES TREAT BERGERET .

t.
RI FILE NO. 201-41 EX 620<

J- PlS»*TCw C® Ml'IM DOC. >T"»Ol RO- 

DFB—24U1

«. OATt
12 Feb. 52

F- SOURCE CIvUCVK a. OATt OF INFO. *. ItAiylTION

3. ANALYST 

OS’

I. OATI FROCHItO

3 Dec. 63
10. OlSSCMtNATCO IN It. OATS.

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION
c»oii rcmmco to this nut

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Subject remembers meetint HAROLD R. ISAACS. an teerican Jounnalist, at a party 
at the hoae of M’adame SUN IAT SEN.

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET
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Office MbnorarMil^^^^^o states government
to . 730 \ MT*' O^iTy n«

At tat ~U .~~ “l-.’tlow
Flow I Cat-1", Co-.twet iivltl.J'., Cd

WUKt> C5 InforrV. —.—Cro-Cm ns il t Sf. tf-.a-1 sf VS 'itioili in China

1. Ck!si< it r. copy af nr. rrtlclo prnvrti fir p:M'lc.t'."a In 
the S '^^^i^'i^^-ii' ^'- ^’ 0 •''>^'“ e.iitcr :■?• the Swajinl 
3ljlTi!PlO _e ;?;!:■< •irT'li ars- ant ;--t :•» ,u oubliiJiH Md 
probably ocbMeasd

H'CU'rjUSS (h) M lilted above. . '



1* A harry ending han been written In the case ef •Morrie l✓^J;ctal, 
fonarr Ccsrainlit who 1 s new secretary of the General Korj hacrhl iiqjpllul 

•Of Denver. Ito.has been.praised In jaoliii^ton for "dlsclojlrx hl a Ccnminlot 
past”, and his board of dlr cot era has voted confluence Ln hla and oontlniwjd 
him Ln his Job. * ’

2. No doubt all this la fitting and proper tat It doesn't answer tho 
question of why nobody Ln Dohyrr poems to have known anythin,! about L 
Appointin'a Rod^tinr.cd pant, or why t tare was anythin: sensational about his. . ■ 
revelation of it In uAsldbi'ton. idle the pollen rUt« Is right]y anathema 
to American citizens. It oonas rerwkabie thnt official records should not • 
bo In existence and reasonably aceossnblo topeoplo with reason to ctack up V 
on such a point as past Corn unis t oorvloo. . ; . •

. 3. The point about Appalsyvi Is not that ho did anyUilnd jwrtlcularly 
reprehensible.-tat . thaVwhat ho did was quite in the open. Acaordlns to the 
Cashinnton tontinony bis servedthe Ccnniinlstrorty, apparently without 
special concealment, in Runnla, Germany and other points in luroje, folnj . 
around the world’ between 1924 and 19>l, Ho sought to rollcvo.;ax and 

J3rnc9/brnnldh Ln the edltornhlp of a Sh.mghal bn, lUsh-lon jingo uertnunlot 
ma*:aalno, "The »ot«..flt;OilM", In 1937, hs testified, but didn't r.ot off ' . 
hla ehip In Shanghai because of tta hoc till tics there at tta tine. ’

4. This sheds soretb-lhg of a U;:ht on the supposedly fearless and 
ruthless Cocmuniat opera Ilona throughout tho world. I was Ln UianiM when 
fii;!itlni! broke out .there between Jnjinh mid Cliinn on Au,:. 13, 1937, and can . 
testify that wo hint three months of dlti'doiw warfare before the campaign 
moved inland, taring that period a good many people left for obvious. 1
reasons, but some came in, and it night be presumed, that ah accredited ■ 
agent of International Ccrrnmlcnn would at least have paused in nearby Kobo 
or Hongkong till things calmed down a little. Possibly the Ccrrnjnists are . 
as subjoot to qualms about personal safety as anyone olse^-or more so.

5. About “The Voloo of.Chinn" there could hardly bo any illusion in 
tho mind of anyone who had cared to pny tho sllr.htcst attention to it. 
Each issue bore a virtual advert 1 sonant of its Communist allegiance on Its 
frent oovor, to those familiar with methods of converting Clilneso into ; 
English. The name "Voice of China" pppoareid in both English and dilnoso, ' 
and in tho Chinese a peculiar .Soviet-oi'lglnatod system of Raaohlzation was - 
used, eo that what la ordinarily, ly conventional 7a<!e syuten, written . . - 
"Chung taa" for China was spoiled "Chiin;' Xua"-- an extraordinary effect 
frankly explaining the publication's omierahtp. * ' -

6. tat what was more, Hnrel<rtoa.ioa, the editor who rreoedod Ue , 
Oronichoe, had done considerably more than was convoyed by press dispatches 
frctz tho Rashlhgton hearings of the House Un-American Activities Caomittoe. 
These said ho won "believed to have deviated fraa Caninbt policy" whereas 
In fact he challenged with the Chinese Cocuunista and their Uoscoii patrons



Owipletely illh u art lei a hearted "I Break si th Stalinism." Pill |;«v» a 
caailj elucidation of the Ccraunlat financial hackly; of the “Voice of 
Chi:Z ul if *rv«» either In w aif of official life had previously 
cufferod any lU'uicaj as to Ite nnVire, la.vacs' article—publlalacd else-, 
whore Uian In the "Voice*, of course—certainly should have dispelled lhoa«

7. Tho Grar.icha seen to have lived quietly In Shanghai and were little 
known, which under the elrewtincwi was Iwnlly surprising since they were 
running an obviously Coreamlat organ. Chinng Kal-ehek’e forces could not 
■noddle with then oj-enly, for at that UnoJita^al.vM. an; international 
city operated under extraterritoriality, llut the Natlnnaliet secret police 
dido rente aero trouble for tho "Voice" and then Gcmul-Cmeml Clarence S, 
Gauss was aUsf.clly rrprL'wded by the State I>;nrtnnt In 1937 for not 

- doing more to help then as Americans. Technically tmoy were entitled to 
full Ahoflcnn protection but Gauss, now with the ,insert— xport. honk in 
y« bln,,-ton, U, C,, was a sort of Old Curmirtreon of the Sun-tai Aaorlomi 
eoranunlty and It Binns that ha thought it his acral obligation to let that' 
fry in any troublo they night got Into as Communist agents. Gauss can't 
hays suffered greatly fcr this in tla eyes of his superiors, for ho raa 
later promoted to ambassador both to China; and to Australia, .

fl. Thia background has same p-nsont IsterU-iM since an Aroriaan 
ma,-; as Ino is being operated' today in Communist Shwihii, which tolerates no 
criticism or opposition, . Originally pro-ZJaLlansllst tinder the late*— —- — V 
j. B. I'piisU, ,'t has boon friendly toward tho Ooniualsts under his non, 
John d'liliiur '»11, and it stayed bn after most other Aon ri can enterprises— ' 
including L.a daily Slum-.hal Lvcnlni; J ont and Mercury,- edited by raysolf—hod 
shut down and American officials hail loft Bod Cidna^,

9, Before they departed, these officials hart reason to car^llo an. 
extensive filo on what is now the MnBjhntlily S^yifv, Oto. Incident which . 
io khoim to have IrkoJ tlwn was the ilhvicw's treatment of the cose of 
billion Olivo, American consular official, in the swirr of 1^49 noon after 
tho Communists had taken over. Clive blundered into a traffic oonfllot with 
ths Comnniniat police, was. taken to first one ansi then a second polios 
station,Valid in the oourse of so rural days' imprisonment he was severely 
beaten With’ fiats and gunbutts, kicked and otherwise maltreated. PornU'o 
Review blandly professed to have lit tie infomatlan on the matter but gave- 

. on account unfavorable to Clive, then consular officials asked fwoll to 
■ raw to the consulate and look Olivo over and get ths full story, he foiled : 

to show tip. This andLothar matters wore recorded in aecia detail but in view 
: of the background of American intelligence operation,, one nay.question r -.------  
' whether 'those details will ever be hauled out of thafileo,

10, Moro recently,- copies of the Review have'been slanted strongly 
against.the Americana and the United Nations cause la lores.and one issue 
editorially spoke of tho United States as "the enewy." It ahculd not be 
difficult to preserve continuity in following such a ease of Aswrioan 

' -pror^cnanmist' activity abroad, though nothing could bo done to ftaBU unless



or until ho decided to return to his own obuntry^and evan th or, tin 
cO’"]fx nature of Xiorlcan Iwa on t!ds ^n/ ral subject nake it Itani to 
trU what could bo done soldo iron perhojo denyi/t; another passport to go 

■ airood again* i . i ' .

11. Tho important tiling, oa jlomi by a Ion,; Hot of ,000a flwaly 
invbstir.atpd by eon^rudolonal oosnlttow, io to Haro the postwar Control 
Intolllrenco K.erxif pr saao co<*r»U« sroup such as tho Federal Bureau of 
Investigation knop track of tho wealth of infonaatlon available. Too much 
imota effort gooo into the many duplications of inquiry*



”S ssinitEjim

eh’.**, 3i ff c CM 7. Fabrutry 1/M

#•. in Sin Jt;« aloilo*
Cib.’, Contact Ji»l«|j,, CO

fS Ti*'m•.I .i—Cw-Cunankt ;»otls»nt of US htuhali la Chin*

1. holoul b * sipy of ih orttelo pr*.'«r*d for publication Id 
the f ’.riotlia Joiner -jal'.jr by * fora*r tJltof of th* Shanghai 
St “I UWi'i:.;r'.:« u~w«p»('»r, it Im hoi yab i»»i pobllahod add 
probably alii not bo iuoUiMfl <»cW«a of Its »«;th, . '

J. 1. A .SCKAFT

Jf-CWsCSS. (1) •» llatod abort.

COPY .

CONFIDENTIAL
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ZC3 1811, Shanghai Lunclpal F‘ls«; flW 1^4-2- 3?

ISAACS,, Harold Retort

Born -X3 Sapt 191O^TC
Sit1! American i

I

Build . Kodlwn - . ' '
Hair--...,, block,wavy,bruahad back
$rbn /.'M ' brown ~

,7 w JOa was traveling on passport 0 177026

$ 
I
A

i

1

Arrived in Qilha from Manila oa 10 Dao 1930
Opia l^ arrival Joined the. editorial staff of the Shanghai Swiing Post and 

Marcuryi*> ' / .
v.. , Waa a secretary of the BOULHiS Defense Ccmltes and a moabor of the Society of 

Pr££adaaf tho U3SB /

,6b . 12 June 1991/ ISAACS and his friend ELASS took a trip up the langtSE^Dwing ■ ^
.this trip ISAACS wrote his flanooo,Vlola K0BK30M, that he had decidod to Wi “ Bod^
a3 ft reaultlof cdBverBaticna with GLASS'.*

■"7 The too returned to Shanghai la Aug l^ aud took up residence it f? 128 Weihalwel

>X-7-';E^^ started and becaae the editor and published' of the 0 China Perun9 
^ph at’fiiflV naa Job-printed tout froa Oct 1932 on was printed by the. Level Publish - 
' W ftSJB^^ 33/Lans 478 Tiandaag'Bead,Shanghai ’.ISAACS openediy elated ha was mae^ 
r agcr of- tho printing oo and earned 4Q& of its shared '' r

” • (hr 7< Aug 1933} ISAACS end hie wife Viola BOBIWSON whoa he had married *lir Sept- 
■ 1932 Isf^ Shanghal for Japan on the SS Kagaaaki Maru; On 16 Aug, they proceeded ’ -
^.tp, Japan/Jkvt5^Qing to Shanghai on Aug 26th. ? ' ^ ;

' --: ./^.-'^ ’ ' ' : • - ■

-- Inaddlti.cn to Ms'other activities,* ISAACS was ,also enflpyed with the. Rava&lews 
^«n^l^ covered connection with thia Agency around Pec 1933. ' 1

7 ' ‘ la ^Pea 193J5" ISAACS ,M & Foochow to gather 1st hand info re the newly fcrasd 
°P©alplo’e Bavolntionary Govemaent of ths Republic of China;9.

. . In the spring of 1934, ISAACS and hie wife left for T&toioin ea route to Peking
at which city he resided at 6 2 Pw^ Fa Chia Tao, East City.Poking nailing address .

s

' 1-

J

«



T 
1

Si 3, January 19>4, ISAACS visited Hr and Mrs. WXM'5 while they were an a J
Hunger etrite in prison . : . •

Sa 14 Jamar? 1934J. the parents of ISAACS, Mr and Uro I.Hi . ISAACS arrived in '
Sluvighai frda Loa Angele a ;Dur. ng their stay in Shanghai they resided at the Metro- $
j a>1. I lot el Ar.nex.tSl 20 February they left Shanghai for Port Said en route to Maree Hies j 
co.the 33 Rasalplndl^ . ?

On 4 ^jril 193^ » ISAAC3 under the pen naae of Lo Sen had an article published in L 
yha Bra Militant’/.the organ of the HI District Worker's Party. The article was an 
attack on Stalin and <u entitled® Stallolern ready to embrace Chian Koi SheX.^jt F 

. O'ftcer QdjWM Red Array in return for resarwtiM of dieaaierous 1927 blooP *" . ^
At Wil# MEa than. ISAACS was also lecturing onJapan,China, and the USSR and tbs ? ^



GLASS

>1

I
t Shanghai &nl Polic e ?!!«•* filed, 1644- 37, P 2

- v In Shanghai GLASS aade the acquaintance ofi coe Dsaarw CJX33, toican frca 
Kansas City, born lC$J.This was eccio tine after April 1©2?

Kama 0,F,. GLASS r Cecil Frank GLASS

Bon ..35 March 1901,’ Birattghai^laid

Paa e port \ Brit 1 ah passport, 0 94153, Ie sued 5 Jan 1931 in Pretoria,Sc&th Africa

Pol Affiliatldn^taber of the CP ’ . - ‘

Overt Profedsicswouinallst

Believed to have left England in the early 1920a for South Africa whejre he resided 
at Johannesburg for many years^ - ’

Arrived la Shanghai free teits May1931 /U
B' On 12 June 1931 »a de a trip though'up ths ls^w Tangleze with Harold ISaakS

■ E American CosiauiiBt aid s?it8>?®^4h3 editor of the China Foruai A letter' writtan by 
ISA-.CS to his fiancee, Mias Viola B0BB150H,’ during thia trip contained inforsatian

g that ISAACS had decided to torn " Red" as a result of his conversation with GLASS?” * 
In Gept.1931,’GLASS tetes a number of the °?S®L3i3 Defense Cataittee" and two 

Enntba liter ^an appointed Shanghai Representative of ths AngLo^Aaiatic f alagraph
|: Agen<jy^4ngasta) a news agency with HQ in Hfrbln, which position he held until 1933v . 
t ' In Augl933, 1» ”hs living in Rote 510^? 1276,#orth Saochuen Road,6harighai.

F

{

If'

Ui

;W
0 s

: 4 i 
5 
5 
£



ZCS 1S1.1J Shanghai MunLopal Filss, file. 16-4-2- 37

3C3jKS0n/vi«la'
0 ERS[J: fftK- ISAACS

Bass 10 July 1910, BTC
Kat*l Amaricon

Build ■ sila
Coaplx _ falr;,.<<-

teShMoj
Xh 1932 holder of US passport £ 382046 Issued BTC 14 May 1931’

Knoai Cconuniat and follower of Lucy ST®! i ■ '

Arrtwd la Shanghai on 23 tag 1JJ2 \ .

14 Sept 1932 married Harold Robert ISAACS. Sha had been eaj^ed to ISAACS for 
sees years before her arrival Ln China, and it has bean stated that the letters 
between the two indicated that Cooaunist sympathies on the part of both aid of 
ISAACS' intention of joining ths CI

After, her arrival in China km employed at ths Bah (tang Hidde JehoolJ; / 
Shanghai as a 6eaobes*f

- 'J She lived in the Etsbonkoant Bundling Bldg, North Scocboa Road ■ ■ ’

On 7 ^Uguet 1593> the ISAACS left.. Shanghai for Japan and on 16 Aug 1933 
proceeded t^ Palrsop returning to Shanghai ty rail oft 26 tagust 1933. ‘ v%

In BoV'1933/ info was.received to the effect that Mise aaiMS was a teacher
, attho,CQ5^ratlveiaBSahbal,Shan;ihai/. ' . .

y*

AUG 14 &5I
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J 
i

S’ J

i r
Harold Robert ISAACS with aliases

Lb Si*< ( pennans used la China)

?'
3

HaroM toart lSUCi «as born in Now fork City on 13 September l®10 of ^aer« 

lean parents*,fiftft father has been, reported as a decidedly of the cocnercial typo*'1 , 

ISAACS haa-bean described as intelligent,' crUie!l(iMwie- and nervously organised*'

Little is known concerning the activities ofm ISAACS prVr to bio arrivil in 

China frts llanila oh 10 Docaaber 193OL howsvor^ who Visited IS .ACS B^ww^w® 

date- in Shanghai,, to reported to have embarrassed his eon lit the preoenoe of friends 

by ” kidding9'the latter about trying to make money on real estate while in Loa 'A' ' 
Angeles before'going to China*-: ■ . ’ l^A^ •

, the actual date when Cecil Frank GLASS and Harold ISAACS ,1s not - fcora, but it ‘ 

must have been shortly after the arrival of GLASS in Shanghai in May 1931, for in :^

f June 1$31» ISAACS .and GLASS made.a trip up the Tangtsse together/,'

^ It has been stated that ISAACS became interested la Coontoiaa tdth specific re-.
£ s it has been stated that . .
: ; lation to China, but letters written^ ISAACS to Ida fiancee, Viola ilCBBSfll,.^ :'

X (

V

: t.

'I

Si

K 
A’7 j

1.

■3

•1 -

3

3

£i '"‘-' I? te> V8a^86tM3that ' ,I3A\C3 became interested in Coocuulsa ^ apwifia 

relation to (SdpijHt has also bean stated that letters between ISAACS and his

। 4

■3

fiance, Viola B09IKSCK, which were Witten (taring the langtste trip indicated .Coo ' .
; ■ A AJA'''’--/.4' “

tMiirt sympathies da tha part of both,' and ana of the'letters contained the Infor*' ' 

taatloa that ISAACS had decided to turn n Rod* as a result of hiaoonvernations''with , 

GLASS^e you are aware, ISAACS and CLASS returned to Shanghai in August 1931 and took 

up residence At 128 Weihaiwai Bead, iln iepte^ber 1931)-both ash are reported to have

| ..treoma members of the KOtL3iS Defense Caaitiea, -ISAACS being the Secretary/

4
4



ISAACS is also reported to have been a anbw of Uta Society of Friona of the 1'333, 

®pra hiJ arrival in China, ISAACS Joined the Editorial staf,’ of the Shanghai 

Evening Boat and the Earcury, ISAACS was also eaployod with the Havas Sens Agency, 

whi h connection ha is reported to haw severed around Beowaber 1933•

ISAACS also started and latey become editor and published of the a China fords;* 
It is believed to-have been 
Jt^es p monthly Sigllaii Language paper - issued at first as a ccrsaercinl Job from tho 

Eereui^Fre^^  g>.Pr<a October 1$32 caitwas pointed by the Level Publie big Conpany / 

Inni', 33jr lzae A78, Siendong Road-■ ISAACS is reported to have openly stated that 

tw was master, of the pringting company/ <sdng AC? of tho. shared; . . ' V';
It has been stated that those who ta® ISAACS la Shaaghal^found no reason to think 

he wag a /pay. off ’man for African Coaiaists, and that during the first oart of hie 

stay in' China,- ba waa not a follower of Trot-aky.; However, ho ia reported to have fin- ■ 

ally beceso convinced that the titles of the Chineao Oox/uaists. were.wrong and that ' 

trolsiy w'^Viii criticising ihea^ and the Soviet Covermans .under Stalin/.Ha • ‘ 

therefore Wrote an article.entitled;«. X Break with SveAAn t; o Stalinists,® in which, 

among other things; ho id reported to have stated that <110 expense of publishing the ’ 

.aagaaihe Jad'.W® b shod, by tho Chinese Caasualst^, He io then deported to haw?^ - 

'dlns^iE^rtlw isaga^ha and bo haw'oold the printing equipment;, the s® baligd -I .! 

realls^dfSa tho. tala net being turned back to the Chinese vensamista but to have ;

■ bwn gly® H-ths-tret^ “ 1 ‘

" J .JSiAte had teen engaged, for several years to Viola ROBESCK who arrived la ' 1;

; Sta&^ha'3$ August 1932^Ca U-3»jt®tor 1932, aha and-ISAACS wore jaarrlod and Lock
i - ^pt 2Q|)jihs ' ‘ v

up"reM'dtiee^isX^ eaEofth Soochew Road,' Prior totHo^wi'of- 1

1933;irena?BnK3£3orKir,affn2l‘®$-<hc>- a subject in the SCIBE Case is reported?" 

to have, lived la the 3-banlsaiit Building with one Renee X1Z.L, Sold ASDKIASD and 'his 

wife who have been reported as Siwint oy^-t-•lairs and were- who were aam to hove.

ft
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A-

i
| been in clow contact ri th E E U'5I when the latter was la China also lived in 

^~tala buildiflgln tha atrip 1930a An Apartaant JO,.

After.tor airlval la Chinn, Viola Q&KCS ISAACS «u caplqyed at tba Dab 
I C'ung .Ui^ Sebooi; did by ilmrauW l?ji wno riperwi an a teacher at t to .^ 

h . Cwprrtiw Lsn School la Shanghai.

4 f

to I Aigoct IftPi’0o ISAACS loft Stongtal for Japan,' and on 16'August 1933 ‘ : 
j December .

rail on 36 A^rt 1933i' In
' ■ • 1933: iWiAsft, Shangh^tfor Pooetos to gather firet hand infoMristoa the 6«rijr ^'

' formed O’Petolo’c Kovolutioaary-(k«unBaest;Cf the ftetwhllo 6f China.

: ji Jc^esry .1934^. ISAACS io reported to Iwva'.vloltM^;and Kr»»;liCBL®S while-they.

"^ 0iprlsoh£la th® spring, of. 1934V ISAACS and his wife left f<r

^into^ .ea ,$0o^^ tMchi etty,t0 rasi&d at -2>itnng Pu C^\^}^^

< City?. Bic1 Boiling . address Aras ^ of one KrP,:'U8BUK(^ Grand Hotel,,.PeJringp-^ ?

'"vy'y.^ «1 heretofore,. ISAACS is reported to have turned against

•’’■".irtto’Staii^^ USSB, bocaning a Trotskj-dto; During thia period , to

wrote^-0a fWiy of tho Chinese Revolution, ■ .allegedly as a single gestoro Af .
protest W show, he®, in his opinion; both the KuoGint0g eM

‘ ? the Ceaaiirta had. gens arene in ChWlflo'' la ArsII 1936, under the pan peso of , 

^H^^^g^.-aa ^UU^U^sd in the 5 Hew Militant}? tho argstf ef-tto'.;\ 

ifr^^^IRni^^irJfcrt^^ article ^ reportedly to attack « StaHa.asd wto 

^' entitled}3'Stalin thro ready to saibrcee Chiang Kai ShokfL^y. Officer Shinos® Bed

■1 ,^ .. Ansy. in,Return far reaaurocticin of diaartoroua 1^27 Uw»" .. . . , >- .

K

/h'V;?!'

V

s
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J

t

i
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It has b«?an stated by f Florula of ISAACS even during the height of ide Trot- 

ekyist career^ be never accepted sonny fraa any groupj that he was open and above 

board; and that ho never engaged in any oawplracies to overthrow established govern* 

asnt. ^bay,are also reported to .have.stated that.Ji'ACS was attracted to Cccraunlas 

. 'by fhttecr:itteaUahi*- ' ■ ’ ‘ ' ' • * ■

• - It has been further reported that la-wlittely after Pearl Harbor^ ISAACS broke . 

with’th? Trotakyito group.aa he had broken with the Coflmnlzrta:^' end'begen writlng ?' f 

prepagsiwia.for the United States.Govarnaieit^ r ./. , . , .A}.-: •

/ • 3oB«ttee in the late IPJOef’ISAACS returned to tho United Stf.tos,-By4fe^iftU 
Until the fall of Franco, hb sas asploysd by tho Havas Kotts Agency.In October 1943/. 
of 19AJr ^ was working for Newsweek"Kagasine in Waoaington,p.C. ilia address at .that, 

ties ia^ Frlc^hip Heights^^ ATC^. WJ^y,..' • ■'/''*'’? ^ ■>

.'? ^Idic l$44tor mrlyW)/ISAACS was in Chungking an a representative of

4
'4

fi

&

v 
i i-. 
r

X

।
£
t5

4

1

. Sseswwfc'taJpg thia farted, ho had a groat deal of trouble about censorship, .'and "'" ’ 

reported^ isa deihad pemissioa to.vls|t Cossuniat areas. It ha® been stated,that’ ? 

dUihiall&'^w’awely Wsrtwaie la that he. applied Jut after' tab garasnidiir' aed -: 

'restored Ha ban. as Journalistic travel la that direotina^At the tie® ha «$£ was-?/ 

L,1dsaded'F«^^l^^^'^ HKIT3 of Sies fed Jut,boan aligned to go, and /ISAACS fhlt / 

that he ^a^"bei^ diacr. ainatod against Ut 'haa boen stated’that 3H?B,.up<» his return

t

''^ is^’i^o^aciijourt ^ edaSaiii^tlai’ii tM Bed areas' to*t ,thlsr^ed,tp/dUw. 

alsllas ®f«rie!B«|,e9MMf4d th® gwtfttaartje toaralMiia ap to let.,p^ joj»Jt 

teaAcsa'B®sp8p«jBgi Bigo up Hid becoae Casual*!! CQEVnrtpi°: Tn &jth'l^J;HUOS ; 
' i s .: ' '
•ma rejsstedM abort t«: leave-Ctairgklpg porsaMrtl^. . .;.->3-?-i'.

3

13

Sso Toll owing daBirlFtlang.of-Shrald and Viola ISAACS are set out for yohM ■ k

V'

iafjijSiU'pA’^. ■Ti
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- - Jerold ISAACS Viols R. L'< ACS

Boro. 
Bat’!

M Holjbt 
Build’ 
Hair . .'

§ ■ Ccoplx .

. 10; July 1910;. NTC 
Asm rlean ■'

5'J9 
: "aediw

black/ wovyi. bruabod back 
- brown

13 Sept ,-,1910, SIC . s 
Aaorican

. 5’5° ■
’ olio

5

&

fair- 5 ^
''ftMoporto/iti early' ? ‘. .;',. ; '’
?* .;., :1930a.-‘. ; . U3 P&saport #1177036 ' UoS pasoport ^ Jflaii^Mii! ro U w

1 931

,' V-& oddities to A5r.es SSOLiy and Frank C-I 
caatact with the following while in China t; :

.-;

i’

r £
®$^^^a;^ ^ ^ ISAACS is ropo^O^^

lived ^'Jw^ wrwsp^art of the W, «-« and es^ at one t^ «n^l |

t
#

editcr'af ;9 China M**'"’ •

f

C'* 1 ^.e ^^^’ilVSUT/Shanghai' representative of ths Pacific Beus Agano'-in faa--' ' ^ « 
^.•■■■\ I.".:.;./,

'••'» '4wra^^lw<is alsoJnctn to have boon in eecisrt with .SiZ.' KISCB, Agnca .SGMT,'; w

fatify

> >

IHSTO5]Land aiH.JlJOta.tfeMto tila at ey in China;

,^Mi-:<

’.7

i7 «,
ff> 1;

; ^111#
WMhwhiiu ’ §^ £
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER
ANO CROSS REFERENCE

SUBJECT OF DOCUMENT QOCUMCNT ICEXTIFICATION

ii,c/7'zrw^Vxy

‘r. rut NO. ^^ ^ ^'-/

J. O»SWITCH 01 sound OX. S^WWL W. 4> OATC 

^■/2S ~ / -^ '~4 ^< ? ^? ^'\lJ-^/t- SO^CE CRYPTOmj •. OATC Of IMF4. i- EtALUAKOX

B. ANALYST . 4* OATC FROCISStO ’,

724 ^s <Cc^ ^^
“*0'7°^^^M * * *T o in *’- c»n

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION’
ft CROfll AIURIKO TO THIs riLC ti TRANJF(#»tO TO

PERTINENT ^FORMATION

^c^ ^^l^ C^^b^ .Ml ^^ ^’^ :

IS. -

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO,

867 . . . . . . . . SECRET



SECRET ^*a f i I tod t^}

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

SUBJECT OF XSAWV OKuMENT ir.gNTjr icat ion

Al FILE NO.,
201-67^

Alexander Hassler ftichman
SOPH-45339 d 5 Dec. 51

James . Plaugher

,. Oltt HOCIIHD

3 Dec. 63
DOCUMENT D I SPOSI.TION

CUM NtTCIIIS TO THISUtt-

xi:'
PERTINENT INFORMATION'.

1. Reference is made to previous correspondence concerning the captiondd subject
and in particular to your communication of 10 July 51, your file number 105—11929 • 
in which it was requested that Tilman Durdin be interviewed regarding his knowledge 
of the background, beliefs and gm activities of the individuals named below. Durdiri, 
who travels, continously and extensively in the’Far East, was finally located in Djakarta 
Indonesia, -and on 14. Nov. 51 was interviewed, in accordance eith your request, arid the 
following information elicited.

2. IXrrdin stated he knew-nothing definite regarding the present activities and alleded 
communist connection of Frans Joseph WEISBLAtT, Harold ISAACS, Frans GLASS, ALEXANDER 
BASSLER-BUCHMAN and George Alexander Kennedy, aiiTthatlie^M furnish info on their 
eirly activities only.

3. EURDIN said’ that he knows Harold Isaacs well and that he last saw him at the cqnferer ce . 
in Baguidd in the Philippines, which was held in November 1947. He. state'd that I£KA£S

ISAACS,was formerly with KSWSHSEK but that he now believes he is a gree lance lecturer 
STwiter. He gave his opinion that Isaaxs, althought left wing, is not necessarily ? 
i communist.'. ■

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET867 »••



FBI REPORT 
PATE: 5 DEC. 51 
CLASS: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJ: PAUL RUEGG, WAS:

AND OTHERS
FBI FILE *: 100-344906
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0?J ',-cllET

7 November 1951

Assistant Director for Policy Coordination 
Attention: Security Officer 
Chief, Special Security Division .

JAwoU -R. Isaacs

1. Reference la made to a memorandum from your office dated 
3 July 1951 in which you requested that a Special Inquiry be cob- 
ducted to resolve information concerning an allegation that Sub­
ject is sympathetic to and/or connected with Communist activities.

2. On 31 August 1951, Mr. Kenneth Patrum of the Security 
Office was advised that partial results have been received as 
a result of inquiries at several national agencies. The partial 
information reflected that Subject had been connected with at 
least two.factions of the Consnuhlst Party while living in the 
Far East.' It was suggested that extreme caution be used in con­
tacting or associating with the Subject.

3. This office has completed the investigation of the Sub­
ject, whi ch includes- a check of records of the appropriate Federal 
agencies. As a result of this investigation, the files of this 
office contain a great-deal of information concerning Subject's 
association with-questionable organizations and individuals. 
Although Subject has denied any current activities with the Commu­
nist Party, .his.associations and activities are highly questionable 
and his political: sympathy has not been unqualifiedly resolved at 
the present- time.

A. In view of the information as set forth above, it is 
recommended thatextreme caution be exercised in dealing with the 
Subject. Uirfer2no_elrcihnBtances should_Subjeat_be.lcontac.ted. with 
rsg^^o^possible use by this agency prior, to receiving, a finial 
security detorminatldn: by this office.

i f'' FOR THE SECURITf OFFICER, CIA

; , ROBERT H. CUNNINGHAM



OFFICIAL DISPATCH
A® r.r ii’atcm

Cl ASS I f I cat ION I

no .__ j^^LClO

CM^f of ftatlsu, Heng Sesg

Stile?, *»>i{^ K^.sl© 3'

0 A r t < _^. “^^® J®1

kftila.

It In os.Tjct'.isi «iti; a ejrost laviistl^tiw,. ?4E13iARi ban wq'jwitel J 
Vi/:S TilL'^'i IwJlr. Lo ii^iertisosu ala. tbo llseaiaii cut bales, H la ; 
ro<j4rt«< Vat If itriir. tit rial now Ln L.^; 5^. «• ic wl wjwta! to ho tesrd -" 
Tur bus t’sa ;;>u c.MiW‘-ea^-jarierc a:. M.ta ot^' &f tils tUepsUi sou b? 
S^.t t»> she ^>ro>W stall a-.to Is la Dst Jviav lixlitlio f«f yuu W ®5) BK.to ' 
of r-w star? <>v w krttv\x. nil's LZ^rcAt-.* X^s^V* '.^ U.^oHmv tbsref^ 
Vias a .proc's of 'iMs A«j«.;c?. ^^i« &«&iX4bie ton aUUlia ZJiiC tffleh’ ; 
(a rcjs'csKUti^ or tea J,’>KfJi>.;w^^ pt^es; IT oasis awl^la), ^ W 
ho IftuMca Luhila and lita-A ytu oX tha ijKtltSj I ’

I, A wllaXit •"zhi^z'a -.tai^ritsst'Jiw StaUl M la 1333 ^isto sass fc ; 
S^-aag’ial, »oV.nc tU city 041510? «£ feo ’cM^ft^aj/ 44 tent tt© ho t» g^§ 
to have atafw a s^trfwut ttiy FS^j J»^A fiMsiil, vJso la asarlb^ as 8^ 

•Assortsan ikCsK1. tw.UCf.lntaj 8'toc rapertore Aecartflaj to Sw intesaae^ 
v..'?.OAn sas a* v-cA tiiis 3 d^ aw^lsta of 2arold Svis, who ms sail ter 
hbvo been eiflu'ix’. 'k Vhwj^t ia 1333 na 0(2113? of ii» Gitina «wia’# fisasiteS 
as a Orassslrt javUcation, A ?j^£si.tc nuns of lates® FaUsMlilj has dUW 
that tn 1533 XSMCS ws a “ratarlsaa radical «yt^at.Tiaer° taJw ^sjootoa 
of being ca ryeal for V» Third ; atasraiLi <&»!,,

. ' . a« In 1749, 7>;:ni.T s«fif«s®jtailvos LnteeMe®^ ase torls tais ArTLSOS 
In nsntr, Celonuios A-T’JJ^ tjo It tod ha?’’ng Wen $ CP b®&s> fir® 1924 to 
1937, fa stated that in liU and 1KW !® ? ? RuiHa is S.’is^a!, aad Cat 
wiag that .parted, bs, ii ashaid LAWS, Hers, -Sas oaS Aia®:ussl 8’lCSi!A5, 
ImpkeU/ .Mi! Mrtir^c at ths bars of tlUu.. m^b la BM^ial, W& GU£3 
ic a British”eubjeot presently liviar, it Lm Ar^oiea, BVC xi'i is an feMasj 
who vise llww la Los Aztjder, ai'FIS'jc; fiawriled EAJO tad oua as 
TfCtJ^rltefl ia 19V-34, ““ <L»ribo4 ELs^is as a few? Mata ef ®9 
Caamaiet ic^th Lacen® In Vis 1,3, A ZJ X3WS. icfeytsurt. tf eiis® rellsMli^ 
baa hLperio-? Vat 'trteG ti-ai jesriod GLASS ess RJM raws snsjstfi®’?? bolQS

cob«y1 *<t।mg 0r»।cra AUT»|»rICArf*« OfPIClA

v Fa 2C| an/ MZLuCkT



K£3«'

awaits tor ths Third laMnutlcjxa la CHnAgbstl,

4* In addition to IM aiwwa Udl^.iiale, Dittfln io al9-0 report®*! to hav® 
boon an aefiitr.tano* in 6hiBii®n! abort 1932-M tf 0«or^ Alcxt&iff lXK%&Blt tie . 
La prasaily er.ployed cl Tai* Ualwulty, I^iSLl? bm an ux^sdntEiwa of 
I6W.CS and msj also retried to Mito bean MaoaUW 91th ’Ufuelsi croups9 

at that ties.

r* 6« ISois Ji Uw &14W UoSolza dSalfW t!ia^ Dufdfl b$ ifitSFriaWd
eo eo^ a# pot alblo relative to tha.^as^fdWs MquolatiuBa and tBcociitia 
vithi OlSBUtt, IWA03, GU&b .taS&!g&^^ .Burma i« reposted to
momoI (artlwlarlfT&iwraUj 07 b?b^^S» thess LMfvtduala an Wsalf ’ 
ef too CP or tho Tnlrd lBterEatl®sl(^^¥^S say esy hew© been engaged in - 
asulraj* aotlrttisB ca WAif of tho Ocvlot On lea, oithor <Strtag th© saHj - 
IQIO’s in China, w at s# eabjoyi®® periodo

OiCRGi S, JUL WHY



Uldlia

tB»t

Tai
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Pr®>t

Subject*

SnHr!) Slatw S.-pttJinintrf Isafiw 

i»J»ral Suf?au of Jiiarttfjisiiun 

EteijlKijj3#.ja, fl. g.

CClfflKSnH
BT SPiC TAX. iSSSiiSC®

jus'Ll

Sopteater 11, 1951

dree tor
Co n trol late Higo too Agancy 
2430 a Stress S. ®.
BaehingtonyC. C«

Attention! Sajcr Ibnaral 3. G. Byaan 
Office of Special Operations

John Edjar Bwwr - Direoto? 
Federal Bureau of Drrooti.gnti.ca

nr wax DEWI
1 ars?rat Mtam - b

Ik'
ducted by

In co mac lien tilth an official inwsilfalitn tel ng eon»| 
’ thio Bureau, ® are de sir tea of ettatrdaj on? tola InfersAJjcn 
Hllwin Durdin, ^o lo presently located c/o. Hoag Kens, Tlgf&

Standard, 100 Windsor 3cw^_Viot<iri04>fis tajj. It would to 8 ppra ejiatod 
if 9,7u could have ore of jt®1 reprewntatlTOi interviow S’. Purdin ia 
Pong Kong along tha J Iks a eat out Solos. i

Por ywr InforEatlon, Burdin is a foreign oerrsopordoat Sep 
tho !bs Tork Ilses recapapa?. Ra Is an tetiricaa dtlean born Marta ^, 
1W, at ibtertj tea#, and has tee a eaployod an a foreign eosTasyo^ont 
far ths Kao lark, Tieso fcr oa^ yws, possibly sinso at least tea ari-ly 
1930’s. y ' .

A roliabla inferaant tea «dvl«d that ia 1933 Derdld E3£ in 
Shanghai, China, acting aa City Editor of to msap^r RJhlna Proaa.’ 

/At that tDso Burdin eras said to ba a haring an aparttont tilth Prems A)»^> 
/Saiabla tt,daacrlbod as an Ass ri can dtisunthoa iu IM® as a rowpstey 

reporter. - J

According to-am* iafwaast,'I&toUitt saa fit that Usa a olsn 
associate of ore Harold, leases. Isaacs, an tortcan eltlten pro san Ilir 
living in &i Tork City, ism said by our tnfbraant to bare boon e$ls^

8

5J 
r



ie jhpn^l In 1933 a* Ml tor -u’ the ’Cblnj Fons,- 4jmt1»«I *s a 
Cccsmx.ilst ^d’luauoa'. i source of mtacxn rollaiilUV baa stated that 
bs 19’j iziinca vna a “notorip'jj radical sympathiser'’ sai ws suspected 
of being <w. orrnt of the Third International. Isaacs taa said to tows 
areMli«!.U» ita^al Coailtuo for the Defease of t«s raw'ixs, f'saV'*^ 

■ mod Gert?>5g>fii»ja; were couvicted ir. Chita in U32 for Russian uJfiflia^ 
activities. .

/ In March, ddtf Jufmu interviewed ossa EustIs
LtAila'Aiplc-aar., an iwritMcTnftaj«fl«ttly living in S-a^ar, Colnrodo, 
and Ap^’»n«r> •Rallied lr.ri.ig tx’ea a nssaber of the Casssunist Party StM 
1921 to- k-ti’l. .’.ppleaua state3 that la 1933 ^ l^Jh ha tow Purdin in

, Shr.rghal , uni that du? l.ig tot •-er led, ha, Apple sen, Harold imu, Adak . 
Jlifj ate Alcxander/iuchnar, frequently held os0tings at y» toss! of 
rU^M. Or.Uic la i’wighsl.

: franl -Glass b h L-RUli citizen presently Uries in Lee
- rtSgeiec. call for:; la. 3u?lieac is an African citiwa also prewsly /,

llrtti' in i;» Ahijeles. #«t.« nsotewi deoarited Imaes and Glass ae. :;
' IreUiyit^c In 1933'Vs ard described Cue tear. Ma forcer ®Kte of tio .,.>.. 

Gai3f.ir.iat IfiV. >ugue. in the United Its tee. Ao iaf«w.i of utims®,' '*■>•:'• 
re Hall lit;-- has also reported that during that period Glass and 1M0&# ^
'rent/ wip*: ted of being agents for the Third International la Steo^.- z^ ;
/ ' ' ?

La addition tc tbs abovy individuals, Purdin la also r^arts! <" 
to have teen an acgiHiataaco Lr GU-rtgfeai in about 1932:3.3 of George - t> 
Alexander f.=rj»dy, an Aasarlcan cltiKO presently “2X3^oy®d at Iola ’ , .' • 
Ibu vers icy. Ker.’X’dy was an acquaintance of Harold Isaacs at that Ua, S' - 
ate va-abc reported to have teen associated with "Left-stag groups* la ■V 4 
Shanghai st ttet tloo. \ .’ ■ -. ,/'■'.'

In view of the lafartiailM IMlattag that Er. Surdin «6b’ -j'-
acquainted' with tbeee’.individuals during the-early 19^'s> H is desired ^L; 
that he be tr.-.<.-•. loved relative tc the extent of tee acquaintance and.. Vf 
assocl-ulrn with tu fcHovingFrans Joseph Melablatt, Garold Isaacs, ,. J<< 
?ratx jlaaa, Alexander huchmas, and George Alexander tasfiy. •' “• .. "•■/

' ‘ ' 5
It is requested that purdln te questioned particularly as &•■ V1’’ 

any lafcrrti® te say possess concerning any activities of these ;’^ ^'-■ 
Isllyfia.’-j or. Le.ulf of the Ccrwcist Party or the TMri Internal!anal*.
[MHi; sse’-ld also be a?<td yizexocr'he has any Inf urns tian indicating any ■>. ;

" of ttes>.' i-jg't vidua is nay taft'tr-n^rf.lh espionage activities m betalf 
of the Soviet '.bte, either dtuirg the early 1930’s in China er at aty 
«u:y.equect ^trite. It is dot Ln< that full details be obtained from ^



Xr. >uMir. rihttn k any IrjforaaUto be ssy'smith ceowmlnj ' ? 
posMMs r Arenlv, Mtintles or, the part of any af.lhcoe indiviifttsls.

It would be appreciated if you wrilrl endeavor to tare '■ .•■.
^.•'jr'll.i !r.:erv;e^ at the earliest joaslble date. .2 ' "2



SECRET

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET S /' ,.

DtHRUCnOM: OH*«r d«ii{Mtion> »touM to iwi »n if< *’TO“ column.

Won Ivithe* routing. .Thii Routing and Recxd *>h*M sKcuU to returned to Regiotr/.

MOM:

£1 DAT!

FORM HO. IM0 
FCB l»»

ROOM
MCI |' r to o ' - INITIALS

- FDZ 2006 ii^
. 5'

lo^SesS 
copnEEJ^

UoVKtarh- iwicc.u>«fe. ;
^xas ^uasnosl r«i . . ■
rtoixl' UD^ere4x!>ai4- ■ ■

^ A^

I ®"4 -:>.i k

w®

Ji
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LiS^l
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II.

It
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•, BITELLIGENCE i ■ 1

■ A' C£^ ^/
RSC0RD3 ‘ :
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■ ■ SECiiET .

Frost Hanoi ' Popart Xo. i 2F1!-8p

No. of p«si«l 1 Enclosureai Nono

Report Kado ly Valter J. Ingold Approved by Joaos K. Lanier

Uotrlbutloni None , Reference!' HANO 2^*2 and VA3H 0112}

Scurco Cryptonyui Tunic-2

RenarkaI

1. In cur last neosage to Tunlc-2on JO July we used the discrepancy concerning Leo 
•Figueroa1 visit to NVN aa an exanple In a gentle lecture on the virtues of 
accurate reporting, fy 1 August Tunio-2 answered back. Ths non obviously takes 
pride In his work;

2. An bps consent relating to thia report will bo sent in another pouch or via .cable

SECRET



' ' • I . ' SSCHM . ' ,

■ • Subjecti Lop Figueroa Report Ko.I JFH-S? .

: . • . . Dato of lafoi ae Indicated

j Flade Acquired! Viet Sub, Handl Bate Acquiredi 1 August 51
: Evolutioni B-J Date of Report! 2 August JI

: ' Spurcot ' . ■ ’ . r

x - i1! Recording td-Hoang ‘W. who works in the Viet Klnh.Xlnletrv of Foreign.Affaire,
J ' - ; r .^"*** in Saigon in early l?jO. The French did kot allow Hin to renaln
L in Saigari and ho was forced to return to France. Figueroa later wont to Hong Kong
j . . in late^Auguet 19J0,. and then procbodod to the Viet .Bae via tho Hoa Jian (F.C.i South
; - China tJ road to attend tho Tlilrd Congress of tho'fci hold in ourly October 19J0. " '

i 2* There had boon several previous caeca of Individuals who were unable to roach Viet
/ . bi • territory free Salgo;i?bocauoo of French interference. In July 19^9 Ir, A. doth,
J I Sditdr of the Sunday 2£l^in2»’ arrived in^algon and obtained all necessary papers)
I ■ tho French did not allow hi» to proceed because of his proeCnsuniit-srtlcht, Other#
5 1 wore Wnlter/firirgo of the Qirlotion Science Monitor,. HaroldIcaace from Hewexoek. and
| »• J^ ForpIpdh.(because he criticised Bao Dsl In wsw^ji^.),

j

i
t

i 
i

SECRET



FBI REPORT
DATE: JULY 51
CUSS: CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJ: UNKNOWN
FBI FILE #: 100-68282 (NEW YORK)
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SUBJECT t Harold B. Isaacs, Request for an information 
' . : DAKdohook oa« .

' j 1? ,^ *B ^TMStoi that a nomeohock for inf creation be 
?fn<1U?tOv ” Su^Mt f’r th® Pwpooe of datorehia;. the valid- 

^J°Ot 10 W*1”^ W.wVcr coated •

-2; Ho have bean infen^ unofficially that/Sublet is
^T4 ^ —0 Ford Fo-^Uon M an adviser oa . 

^J^ projects. ^eno of our covert agents ins' recently ' 
f^aV^ ^ ?Wd PovndaU«l *o proaout oom cu^ectioS 
♦7 a fy Bost procran, the client found that Subject was in- 

v° ? oloecV connected with thie prograa. 
pt/3 planned the- the Ford foundation rennins unaware of the 
CIA connoation with thio covert acant, w .

information should bo routed to J, Bruce Anstuts, JE-I/OPG. .

; _ A . DOUGLAS D. PIBKIE
: Deputy ftlef, re-1

i u-i/j3yPh . • . ■ ; ■ ;

Dist: C-'i^ i 1 — .’idirosseo - . ■

1 - i^-1 filosV . . •

^Wr ■



HAKEi Harold R. 1 cane 8

APDXS53 (iMt knonn - 4S)i 333 Central Park Heat, B,Y,C, 

da;s op birtui 1916 L

JUTlaXAUffi Assrioga'

BCSIEESS CAXiSii (a) Staff writer for Hava# Hows Agenoy 
(1930-1936)

(b)’ Editor °^ £ii‘l£2!S

(«) City Editor for China Props, Shanghai, 
’ ■ ■ China . 1

(d) Far Eastern Kar Correspondent for KbisOToit - 
; (li«-M45) “ : .

(a) Spoolnl Projects Editor for Kawwesk, (1947 - 7)

(1’) Advisor to Ford Foundation

1, Contributed to Harper>6 Machino and Toronto Star Weekly, 

2, Books* (soo atbaohad)

i?mT
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It Twc-Thirds cf tho ^orldi Fr&yictu of a now approach 
to tho fsepias of Asli, Africa, and Latln-Anerioa, - 1CJC

2. He* Cycle la Aelai Selected docraito an Major Inter- 
nati onal /uvelcyxohta Ln . Far East. 1943 and 1947 - 
notes and introduction 1J47.

3. Ifo Fence fcr Asia -.1947.

4. Trader of Chinese Kowluticn » 1038 ■

„{ . Five Yearn of Kuo "in Tmv; Reaction - 1SJ2

6. either Frrheo - 1036 - Lea .Trotsky wrote tho book arid 
Xeaaca translated it.
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

SU0JLCT OF DOCUMENT . OOCUMINf JDt HF 1 F ICAT ION

Serge Espoonage Case

J.
RI Flit NO. 2CO-6 •7-55

r ,®Mr?’€Nj>R__SOuRC< 00C. SYMBOL NO.

DAR-137
A- OATt

28 Dec. 1950
F. fOu^Cl CRYFTOHYM 1. DAK OF INTO. ♦ • CMAlUAtIQN

9- ARAIT^

/ames.E. Plaugher
|. OAK PROCtSItO

21 Nov. ,963
10. OIISEMINATIO (N »». IAK

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION

_______________ PERTINENT INFORMATION ~ ___________ _______

1. Inclosed is Consecutive Exhibit Noi 32 in the documentation of the Sorge Espionage 

Case. This, ^Exhibit.consists of two related parts: I and II. 2hs second part is 

divided into two sections, A and B, because of its buljf. Part I is an index of each 

personality and organization listed in Part II• Part II consist of a resume of the • 

contents of each Shanghai Municipal Police file, followed by-a tabular listing 

of the contents of the files, with page references.

Page 24.

Isaacs, Harold Robert:

Anti-War Congress report, mentioned in 
Burton report, mentioned in 
"China Fdrum'.’editor of
"Chinese Workers* Correspondence": 

investigation re 
Received by

. Envelope addressed to
"Fiev Tears of Kuomintang Reaction" 
Granich, "Evidently another Isaacs?. . 
"I Break with the Chinaes Stalinists" 
author of .

G—2 Doc ff ■ Page

59 30-32
10. 8-9
65 1

32 4
94 1-2
45 6
65 1
4 ■ 107

16. 2-7

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO 7W
867 »• SECRET



SECSET 
■*♦. t,l:-t :

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

SUFjtCT OF DOCUMtsr DOCUMENT IOENTIFICATION 1 ..

AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS.

RI FILE NO. 201-41

3. tiSMKN OR SOURCt OOC. SVW90L NO- I «• OUC 
DTS-1A61 ■ 1 28 air.50

1-sxta cvproMtw •. oATti *r into. V (TUUAIi^

J. ANAUJT IS. O»U NWCUSED

JEP | 21 Nov. 1963
TO- flHIWINATfO IM 11. out ; ‘

■DOCUMENT DISPOSITION t

tl. CROSS REFCRRCO TO MS flir

nrm

. h>. TRANSfCRREO TO ; '

t ai nu mo*

’ PERTINENT IXFWv’aTiQN

■page 69 ■ ' '

The July 30, 1932 issue of- the ^Nw York Times", under a Shdb.gHai Dateline

of Jule 29, 1932 , states that Harold R. Isaacs, an African citizen., was wanted 

by the U. S. consul in Shanghai that the U; S . nay with draw ,±sk lit its extra 

territirial rights and allow him to be tried in a Chinese Court. Isaacs, then 

editor of the "China Forum", had violently attacked Chiang Kai-Shek, calling him 

among other things, a butcher, ^he article further stated that issacs was

as associate of Agnes Saedley, a correspondedt for African newspapers. .

page 73. ^he arch 7, 1%6 issue of the New York imes reflects an article 

captioned "group of Americans, including writers and journalists announced 

that they had sent aletter to Chaing Kai Shek concerning the death of Yang 

Chao, OWI employee, who was arrested by the Nationalists and ided in prison. 

The sighers were critical of the treatment recievedby CHAO. THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDb’Al 

signed the letter: Maxwell S. stewart. Elisabeth Ames, Hardline Slade,

Alfred Kazin , Eric Severeid, Richard Watts, Jr. H.R. Isaacs^ Agnes Sbedley 

and Theordore White.

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO. SHEK
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SECRET

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE .

r. source cbtftonvm a. oare or taro.

SUBJICT GF DOCUMLNT

AGUES SMEDLEY was. Ayoo, Yahoo

9. ANALYST • e. oatc paoctssto

JEP 3 Dec. 1963

Of 5.RICH ON SOUACC OOC. FTMOOL NO.

MDFB—854________ '

RI FILE NO. >0!^

DOCUMENT IOINT IF IC»1 ION

□ art

oocwir D I EPOS I T I ON
it. cross atrcRaco to thio ritt 

xx at

TRMlIlBatD TO

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Passport files of State Dept, also indicate .passport renewal application dated June 
2J, I932 in which the subject listed as identifying witnesses —--subject mentioned 
Harold R. Isaaxs , who according to information possessed by T—1 as ’RED*

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET867
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SECRET
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

eal’a ro-us-t for taferwlbB ; 
ty telephone on <3 bovtorev 4949,

1. Ibis io in reply to --r. Ael. ’.; ;> 
MtictraUj Harold fobart WtCS, aada

2 xordijy t* info ram ton duUitod
har->)d Robert JSWs s»s bcrn in ?m

tie arrived to . non..'hat iron 
of wwrUiift passport 17K'^i 
tho -hanznat iXSlill? ’ oot 1 
in nan- hal. ~ftor a I'n v

anils in

frvs a esursa c>-'aUer«A rolUirfc 
ark City on l^-rapt.Mber *919. S
esenber 1530 M‘i aae 1

> »a» first m;1»|c1 in .han?

ho becwne associated aits Iha
another .j^lie.'r-hitjrjirt daily pibUehe-i in .han,hat

e.raengtoa 
;nni by

and nae «Uh this
paper until siy 1921. IsvuAt of the sow year ;aj:2 nada a trip an : 
the langite Uver t-lth Caeli Prank S^'i^/s rrltish suet set and istnber 
of too riti&h Colonist Carty, sunpectod of le;nc 'an fluent for tho T1,‘W 

■ international China.

3. Ga 15 June 1931, i tlsirs ftOWLENS, with aliases, sac arrested by tho 
yjafhiii Zunlclpjii folics on chargee of espionage is t«.iilf of tho Third 
international. ISAACS mijusc the Dharun*! tserstiry of the Cwito ;ht®»

^c:natioAAle ."our la Catenae do fau-l at l*rtr
^’^ formed to aid the NOVLtNSa in their 

preferred ty the Crdneje ^ovemnent
tin comspon-ie; ,lt;h : HU
»ith headquarters in l^rlic

I

J
Jo .'sooft' («:'<

elense erainot charges
), a comIHw 
uf espionage

air flits reflect that V'fA’b ssa 
E£EG, the iroutoant of ths -onittee

■i:’..;;8EJiG «^3 an active agent er«u^
for the ,Third Internet tonal. ISAACS is. also snannOto hove bwito contact 

_ sith ifn«o SStGlEriai IhMrusl at tcii ttoo.->«^ ;<i^*^^
^^.^ J^A. A<:~A^cMM.^f i7'A^cAf7~ ? Wfo& *wio finef'tr Isaacs (*°'-s&*4)

4. Co 29 .'egust i?32> ISk,c?J jc« rwtleo to the w«rla« iniuUU
. General In bhon^hai of hie intenew aarrhc« loCclHlVloliftOJINi/s, ^
^e ^- <a«rlo&a citieeh .^M.^.iilOJAi^ .lJtt.UVt'jri’* <cBl»c?x 

Arrived i*r\i:2?®At'h*i ® 2* August 1912 froa Vancouver, ‘M«:t», aboard the 
- T<o,i, 'Ic^reaa of iela% and was to ;o-session of As«rl«ai passport 331046 

issued La Hen fork on iA toy 1931. ’ ho wdSbij nae hold on U. optcabe? 
193*'al tho /aerican Consulate ^ai«r-'L..*ljj Mr-;.;i^ non be 1 levo; to-'*-’

■ i

IS IS?)
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- have been o.'uitcljd a tin '.'«» wist «ctUltl«» in the United Astos and
bxuia. .or»'«srw..:«:its both on Lpa; and .1*# V;^.’^ ;. prior to their 
aarria^v, .r»>lcal«e that lb‘y *cr« bub sjw’jistic to Mti^ltisj bti^' 
eontucUd b, the io.-nuni«n tn .Hr*. Oni. 'o>siU'»r 1732* -U« «';.lv.M 
»w antnstsd by L’r. vacar -lixi iKr./th w '-■?:: datanue ettaroiy, 
with loach;.)" the n.;ji»f. bi<aj£« b>:,.av '•A.';', the bur»}4*r eld; 
eon.of >H*lrt air: ^erinbio O!.. <£• l

J. :'n 4 April 1936) I;'A '■;, unler th*; pscuxluyya of. UJ.9E& ou-llahod an
art Laid In ths >’«» -'til Iva nt. qr^an of the osiniist orders' .'art; in.
heo iorir, satllbd "Itai intern ^ettty to •.sbrscc hlan^ fal-ehek -s- 
tff»r *«J »rv In isturo for '.tsurrKmi cl the 4«a:tn'J» 1917 Xw»’ 
it is believed that 1-a..-. Isler joined the ? garth bits motional, or^aniscA 
ty Trotsky aubae^uuut la the latter's 05Ila froa <uaala,

6, luring -ofld -ar ll LIaac;. tu.a mi wrresp->q;Mt forJiaiwsi 
in China.' In July 1945 he /as refused entry into Thlna by Chliuoo 

■Kblionallet outhcritiea, preauawbly as a result of *ntl»AHjfi*ll»t 
Articles arltton by i;^.;c:< far hrsayvok.

7. Harold -obert LAXT lo currently Special reaturot 'dltsr for ^njE!fi»‘ 
1% sett 42nd ..treat, Non York, r<«o York; ie is the author of twfsl 
booxs, Ualudioe £2 £££2113 i£l* ^ 21 ^2iL 21 thl 131*1223 ^T^llgl. 
iM^i1 currant political beliefs are aakxna io thia --Fanny.

<1. hhuuld t^*:’i least! trio country, this irsncy so»H appreciate beir^ 
;■ advised of hie i«ton<:sl doatlr.ollon, date of departure and in; other
i.perilneat details.

AiJSf.At e* ‘VJt'J? ’ ,j
Assistant 4rector

SO SMOjU-

eo rederal bureau of !.i»9rtlg!tiM

ifM^OPJ
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Son jut or ckimni DCKU^M lOlNIlHCAriON

Shanghai Hint ci pal Police Files.

..feerican Citizesns Suspected of Ceratite 
Cowiections .

Al Flit NO. 16-7-24- ?y

r DiSMTCs 04 10UA.ee DOC. SYMBOL 40.

ZCSA-746

4- D*U
24 Feb. 4$_

’- source cavpfohrw 1. OAT< or mo. |. (VALUATION

S' UM.TJT

Jases E. Plancher
«. OAT( PaOCiSKO

21 Nov . 1963
to. DlSSCWINATtO IN 11. DATE

DOClMNT DISPOSITION . .
U- C^n UHtHO TO TN)J FUC 

OKWStRK

:>. TRANVCRBCOTO 
01 Fill NO.

PERTINENT information

. Para. 1? ^ ■ v
Harold ‘obert Isaacs was born in New Y rk City on J Sept. 1910 and held 

USA passport 177026. He was the editor and Publisher of the China Forumia Shanghai 

Cocsronist periodical first published in 1932: the secretary of the Nuolens 

Defense Committee; a member of the Shahghai branch of gociety of Friends of the 

USSR and of China league for Civil Rights. He arrived in Shanghai frem Manila 

in Dec. ^930 and worked for Shanghai Evening Post and Mercury, swithing after 

a few weeks to the China Press ehere he was employed until ^931 (May). In June 

1931 Isaacs took a trip up the Yangtze with \ Erank Glass, a British Communist 

and suspected Third international agent. A Imfttaa k letter wiritten by Isaacs 

to his fiance, Viola Robinson stated that he was turning "Red" as a result of 

conversations with GLASS. Ather statements indicated athat Miss Robinson an

American then in Germany, was an active member of the. consnunita Party. Isaacs used 

the pseudonym of Lo Sen and published in the Mew Militant? organ of the New fork 

Hist. Workers Party, an attack on Stalin entitled Stalinterh Ready to Unbrace 

Chiang Kai shek. In 1949 Isaacs was in the employ of the ?American magazine 

NEKSKESK, ■ New fork City, as special projects editor. ' • '
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£ ■ CQ^r^TIAV

£ Hg^UAVfSas, OCTA'J’rsST'ACA-A
^------------- ■ STKATUIJ IC SCi/rjE UKtT
* nX'A/IA) JAVA ' ■
I • sn: 2^^477
? HEra? NCI ZB-1O RZi’CRT DATE: 8 Jac 45

TO . I CA/T. BLUEOPELL, ATTNl LT BARRETTE IKFC DATE « 7 Dea 45

SUBJECT! IMKI'/Ia .W3£X -SR. HAROLD ISAACS, 
r3,..C::AU3 TAiSU, ^5 a. DIAH.

SOURCES: Kr. ?arcld Isaacs. correspondent for Newsweek magazine.
;'r. Q'arlea Ta:bu, Kalaya born Tanii, forrorly employed 

on Singapore.newspapers-,-newscaster for-Singapore 
radio,-En.~ller>6poaklng,a.nnoun'aor an batavlr, Radio 
during occupation, and presently editor of newspaper 
Indapendont, .

— Hr. Diah, editor of Merdeka. nationalist novapaper, Batavia.

E/AUiATIOS: B-J, except aa noted.

i. The subject Interview waa held at the request of ?‘r. Isaacs
in line with Els desire to talk with leading figures 
nationalist movement who held no official govornoent

of Indonesian 
position.

or-SV CAT! A

Asked about present circulation of XEROEXA,-Kr.
With the following; “v.SmZ’Is the- largest Indonesia

Diab replied 
-, newspaper on

the island of Java. At present it Is printed only in Batavia, With 
a dally total circulation of about 13,000 copies. Of this number, 
approximately 6,020 copies arc cent cut of ’the city by train to 
Bandoeng, Soorakarta, and Djokjakarta, leaving a Batavia circulation, 

~of between 10,"000 anil" 14,020 copies. Source expressed the.opinion.
that while the Indonesian population of Batavia io In the neighborhood 
of 500*000 persona, the literacy rate Is perhaps only twenty percent 
of this figure. Thus, h© admitted, XEiiDiKA is probably reaching less 
than four percent of the total Indonesian population of Batavia, 
despite.the fact that Batavia is probably tho sost literate area on 
the island of Java because of corcertratloh here of all the govern­
mental functions, prewar and present..

When questioned as to why hla circulation was so inconsistent 
with the potential reading population, source replied that ho was 
handicapped by lack of pnoor. -c expressed the opinion that a 
circulation of 5?.020 would he assured, and a circulation of ao ri 
as 100,000 possible, were sufficient paper available. At the pres 
rate of o-'ounptlon, he estimates t‘:at-sufficient rarer la on bond 
froa prewar atocka to o'-••tlnuo publication of ^'d^SKA for cn

l22XIii

M
M

agffi



stripss®

Za31«2££i2i£E.
On Deooxbor 7, 19^5, ths J^WKA press oosroncod ruMloatbn of 

a dally Ehrlich language newspaper- entitled R3Eri;O"';T, Th© 
maethoad cf thio paper states also that It incorporates the INDONESIAN’ 
JWS WLLETTk; a forcer English language newspaper published by 
ANTARA news agenoy.

Tbo TR"!??;^? Id at proeont being edltol by !'r. Tasbu, with 
soae assistance fro3 Nr. Olah, and using the paper and facilities 
Of NEROSA. .

The flrat Issue of iWte^Ji^T was remarkable only for its 
- - avol^ dleeuool-on of local affairs, only two articles.'

having anything,’^ate^eyer to do with Java, lueatloned about this, 
Ta^bu admitted'that, while 'his '.ultimate awltlo" wao to reach foreign 
and troop (British) readers, he-was hesitant about ontorlng baadiong' 
into- discussion of local affairs .and' the .Nationalist cause,' because, 
(0*3), the-British arc unfavorably disposed towards .‘’ER DEX’A already, 
and .would-, yoe his venture aa an'excuse to confiscate the entire 
printing plant* wore he too openly partisan- in Ids early issues. 
Within a week cr two ho topos'to ba secure err-,ugl: In -hie position to 
start laying xoro stress on local newd and oil terinis.

The first Issue of TfOErENOEi-'T wad printed in 400 copies', nost 
of whiohrworn given away, although the stated price is 1 Japanese 
guilder the copy.

(2)



27 March 1$M

To; Lieutenant Colonel ROC ill A. PFAFF 

From: John I. Coddington 

Subject: HARCLD HOBERT ISAACS S ■

Mr. GEORGE N. KATES of 0&3, R&A, has juat returned to the United States 

from Chungking. He reached Washington yesterday. He claims to have known 

HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS quite well in Chungking, and has the following observations 

Ito make concerning Mr. ISAACS:

HAROLD ROBERT .ISAACS is about 35 years of age. Ho attended Columbia 

s ■ University, and received tho degree of a.B. there in 1930. He is tho son of 

| . an orthodox Jewish merchant, who is very wealthy, and who has always supported

f HAROLD, even though he did not approve of the radical views that HAROLD expressed 

in the 1930’s. j

HAROLD went to China irunedlately after graduation from Columbia, partly, j , 

atleaat, out of a desire to see strange partis of the world and to experience 

‘•adventure.” He went out by way of Hawaii, and stowed away for part of the 

voyage. ~ either between San Francisco arid Honolulu, or between Honolulu and 

'Shanghai — Hr, KATES does not remember which. Anyway, this was part of the 

"adventure."'

In China, HAROLD met a South African named FRANK GLASS, who was an "intellectual." 

and a very interesting person. GLASS was a Leftist, but not at all a Conmunist. i 

HAROLD took a trip up the Yangtse with GLASS in 1930 or 1931. At about this time, i 

HAROLD became a convert to Trotskyism, partly, at least, under GLASS’S influence. / 

He felt that "suffering humanity" required a "revolution" to set things straight. 

CocEunism was too organized, and HAROLD was a complete individualist, and reacted 

strongly against the organizational set-up of Communism, and so espoused Trotskyism^ 

He returned to Shanghai from the western part of China, and went to work for



EARC1D HOSjT continued

THS SAW News Agency.^ Shortly after this, in Shanghai, he serried VIOLA ROBINSON, 

who.was, like HAROLD, a wide-eyed intellectual. This carriage probably took place 

in 1?;2. VIOLA was a great friend of ACtiSS S13DLEY, the author of the Battle Hymn 

' of China and of other books dealing with the Chinese Revolution.

An organisation called the China League for Civil Rights was formed about 

.1932. YANG CH'EJi was the head of this for Central China, and Dr. HU SHIH (later 

■ Chinese Ambassador to Washington) was the head of it for North China. YANG was at 

that tine Secretary-General of the Academia Sinica. YANG was soon assassinated 

by the Blue Shirts (at that time CHIANG MICEX's bodyguard). HAROLD ISAACS had 

been an enthusiastic member of the China League for Civil Rights, and in the

-. - - atmosphere of turmoil, after the killing of YANG, when all leftists were under 

attack by the Kuomintang, HAROLD became the editor and publisher of the China Forum, 

a magazine that published a number cf controversial articles. The magazine was 

protected by the fact that the editor was an American, and therefore had extra­

territorial rights. Yet the magasine was regarded as a "thorn in the flesh" by Mr. 

CUNND£HAlf,whowa3 at that time American. Consul-General in Shanghai. There were 

various controversies —the printing shop was broken up by Kuomintang strong-arm 

men; the mails were refused to the sagasine; but he continued publication for some 

time, and smuggled the copies out to the subscribers.

In 1933 or 1934, ISAACS bad a fight with AGNES SJGDLSY. It was an ideological 

fight, and therefore especially bitter. ISAACS and his wife left Shanghai after 

this, and moved to Peking. There he acquired a Chinese translator named LIU, and 

there he .settled down to write his beck, The Tragddy of the Chinese Revolution. 

This book "nails the Stalinists to the mast" and shows that they were messing 

around with a situation in China which they did not understand. Very many people 

who have read the book consider it excellent.
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KARXO^OSzST ISAACS, continued . '

The book was completed, and ISAACS and his wife returned to the United States 

about Apr,!! or May 1935. Lunediately after thia, ISAACS node a papid trip to 

Oslo, Norway, to see his hero, LtBH TROTSKY, who was living there at that time. 

It was on this occasion that he must have undertaken to translate TROTSKY’S book, 

, Either France ? ISAACS then returned to New York, and went to work for the 

HAVAS News Agency once more. . . _........................ . "

At some time in the late 1930’s, he became ihteredted in New York politics, 

and he worked hard for NORMAN THOMAS.

By 1940, however; he became disgusted with Mew York politics, and became 

interested in the war, and lh".bourgeols life." He and his wife had a baby at 

about this time (their first), and ISAACS found he could write radio scripts and 

get good money fop them. Up to 1940, he had been living chiefly off his father, 

but from 1940 on, he began to make money. In 1942, he did a "Report to the Nation" 

for CBS. '

Soph after this, he joined the Staff of News-Week, and in 1944 was sent to Chungking 

by that nagazine. There must have been a certain amount of trouble in convincing 

the Chinese Central Government that ISAACS had really changed since the old days 

in Shanghai; but this convicatiOn was evidently accomplished, or ISAACS would not 

have received permission from the Chinese Government to go to China.

ISAACS ie avery smart ran indeed. He knows a lot-about China, and he knows a 

lot about people in general; Moreover, he is a great deal "smoother" and more 

diplomatic now than he was ten years ago.

i 
i

£



13 Uarch 1945

To: Lieutenant Colonel ROCiR A. PFAFF

from: John I. Coddington ^.i^.

Subject: HAROLD ROBUSTISAACS

HAKLD ROBERT ISAACS is now t^e correspondent of Newsweek saga sine in 

China. Kis headquarters are in Chungking, but he evidently travels to Kunming, 

Kweiyang, and other places in the course of his duties. He seems to have arrived 

in^China in his present capacity.during the siunner of 1944, probably in July.

Subject was born in 1910, and is a member of a wealthy family. He became 

a firmly convinced Trotskyist in his youth, and remained one till the time of 

PearlHarbor. He is now regarded as a renegade by his former Trotskyist colleagues, 

because he has disavowed the principles of world revolution, turned away from 

Trotsky's teachings, and since 1939 has been writing patriotic propaganda for the 

United States Government.

He went to China about 1930, and wrote two books dealing with Chinese- 

politics, Five Years of Kuomintang Reaction (1932), and The Tragedy of the Chinese 

Revolution (1938). Bot^ of these volumes expressed the author’s Trotskyist 

point of view. The first was published inShanghai,.and tha second in London. 

Neither was ever published in the United States, and ISAACS said that the 

Stalinist Cosaauaista were so powerful in this country that they were able to 

prevent the publication of the Tragedy cf the Chinese Revolution here. This 

book received high praise from many serious students of Far Eastern affairs, 

including GiF. Hudson, Fellow of All Souls College at Oxford, and author of. 

The Far East in World Politics, who said that ISAACS’ book wqs the best one ever 

written on the Chinese Revolution. Hudson is now an official of the British 

Ministry of Information.

ISAACS’ non-Comnunlst and non-Trotskyist friends say that even during the
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HAROLD ROBgiT ISAACS, continued.

height of hie' Trotskyist career, ISAACS never accepted money from the group. Ho 

was always open and above-board, and never engaged in any conspiracies to overthrew 

established government. He was attracted to the movement, they say, by sheer 

idealism. ——- -—

For a time in China, ISAACS lived with Tillman DURDIN, the China correspondent ‘ 

of the New fork Times, who was then the managing editor of the China Press.- ISAACS 

returned to the United States in the late 1930's, and was for a tins employed by 

the havas News . Agency, , until tho fall of France in 1940. In 1943, he was employed : 

by Newsweek nagasine.in Washington, D.C., and resided at 4938 Newport Avenue, 

Freiddshlp Heights. ■

। Publications

i (a) Books

• Five Years of Kuomintang Reaction (Shanghai, China Forum Publishing Co.,
1 1932), 136 pp. Library cf Congress Call Nd.: DS 777.47.045

■ The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution (London, Seeker & Warburg, 1938)
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— COMIPENTfAL .

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ,
630 FIFTH AVENUE.- < ' * ^jao'< k^

NEW YORK 20. N.Y./ ........ ’.......................

\ / 10 March 1945 7 A

To . Major General VIILIm J Donovan ‘

Prom John C Hughes 

Subject Harold R Isaacs

Pursuant to dur telephone conversation, I asked 

Mr DoVecchl of this office to check with Alan Grover, Vice 

President of "Tine and Life". One of the men with whoa

Grover works very closely knows Isaacs intimately. In 

this man’s opinion, Issacs is-a very solid and substan­

tial citizen, knowledgable, hard working and an able cor­

respondent of good character. He states that he has re­

cently had occasion to conaunlcate with Isaacs and that hie 

address Is:

Harold R Isaacs
War Correspondent -

• u.s.y. ■ ct ■ 
APO 627 
c/o Postmaster, Hew York
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
630 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

torch. 9, 1945

TO:

TRO.'.!:

MR. SPENCER PHENIX

ROPFFT DeVECCHI £A

Alan Grover, Vice-President of TIME, LIFE,' 
tit rty request checked with one of the men in his or­
ganization who knows Harold R. Isapcfl.personally.

He told Mr. Grover that Mr. leases, in his 
opinion, is a very solid and substantial citizen, 
xnovledp.ble, hard working, good character, and an 
able correspondent.

Mr. Isaacs can be reached at the following 
address:

' Harold r. Isaacs ■
Kar Correspondent
U.S.F. CT
APO 6<7
c/o Postmaster New York, N.Y;
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D. S. I

D. C. (Special Branch)

SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE.
Special Bran

c.-the 3.

Mad* ^ r-^A

REPORT

D.S.I. Golder.

Branch IZcoyiea of an extract t’rorn "The Kei Intcrr.c.ti;n&l,‘

a Cccauniat proj^'andu or»;n pulll-hed in Ke./ Yorkj U.S.A
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kxtract yxe« :iis so isriw-ATicwAL j^'-r.oai - cCTcBsa 1934

I Break with th a Chinese 3tallnlats

■ . To the Central Coanittoo of the Chinese Communist Party: 
The two-year period of ay extra-organizational collaboration

• . . " wi th the Chlneao Coomuniot party has ooaa to an- end and .
... the. China Fono which I founded and edited during that time

. i hae boon foroed to suspend publication, in the.interest '
of our whole movement.as well ae Inmy personal interest^ . 
I consider it neoeeoary. to record here'and publish the

■ hlartory of the China Pbrus" and the circumstances of ita 
. ’ suspension..
■ • : - ■ ■ •■ -. - ■ ' ' xau ‘ .

' Prop almost the wry tojhr,!^ of .oy acts re work - •
.. . which I date from the time I began reporting events in
- ' ■ China in a communist way - a numoar pf questions preoented

themselves to ms In increasingly forcible form. These
- . arose originally from.my discovery of tho gross distortions

•-/-:..._— and axa^-iritlone which I found to be characteristic cf. .•
----------- cemiuilik propaganda in China and abroad. I define pro­

................. pagan da'as the skillful, clear, accurate and wholly truthful 
reporting of the facts linked to an incisive, purposive -

. interpretation and a plan of action for dealing with the'
facts in a revolutionary way. I learned, till s from the life 

■ and work of Lenin and his Bolshevik comrades »hb taught
. us that ths truth comes from the masses themselves and that

only disaster can result from telling them lies. I have 
never learned tothe contrary treat it was my revolutionary 

. duty to work in any other way, although I soon found that
• the preeent-day .Communist party press, makes a practise of

' . distinguishing between propaganda and truth.
k •' Examples of exaggeration and dlstortlon most e riklng

, to me were naturally those »hl ch: applied to China, because
hero I could check allegations, with known facts.. I first

■ : wrote, these down to the 'ignorance or incapacity of Indi-
■ vlduals. I felt that communist editorc ubntc i.ulc • '

■ . put. 11 th accurate fact? about China If they could get them.
___ ....... AccorCJingly wi th a fri end I triea to set up an independent .

. mail news service and sent weekly .bulletins to papers-all ;
. . . over the world giving brief, eharp, factual, accounts of

. . what was going on. This was In the fall of 1911 after my
return from tho area cf the great Central China floods of 
that Burnser. I scarcely understood then why this service 

' failed to secure any response from the costnunist press, .■
. abroad. After ab'out three mon ths I had tc suspend It for ' 

lack cf support. It simply didn't get published except
. . in a few. organs which were not official Coemunldt party

papers, including, the Saw York Militant. '
. ' it wasn't long before I began to perceive, with a
' deeper etudy of international events and the history cf

, the Chinese revolution, that a consistent thread ran 
through the distortions and exaggerations rt.ich I found 
not only in. brief casual reports of current events but 
in the solem pronuncl omen toes made by delegatee before 
plenums of the K.C.C.I, I discovered that these derurturos 
from the truth were made necessary by tho official premise 
that over since.the catastrophe of 191? a eighty, upeur-

' glng revo.l ut lenary movement has been marching forward In
' China tc the very brink of seizure of power under the

• leadership of tho Chlneao Communist party. I discovered
that these exaggerations were necoutory because the premise 
was false and along with it all the taele tonetc' of tho



I pal t tias bcins parauud by the Communist International 
and the Co an uni st party in China. I cannot bugln here 
to give a oummary of Done of these d i oti>r tl ono (which 
I vaioally cited to you by the dozen}, ranging from 
particular incidents (tho wilfully false picture given 

i of the out ton mill strike in Shanghai, in January 1932, 
I elven, to the point of tfano.oslng it to February to 

heighten the Impression given of the workers’ role In 
the Shanghai war} to high-flown generalizations like 

-the statement recently lands before trie plenum of the 
B.C.C.I. that the C.C.P, hao ’won oyer the mjprlty 
of the Chinese working 01jH and the peasantry”............

| in denying the preuonoo of a might revolutionary
upsurge (l.o.. i vast organized march toward . the-sel- 
sure of power/; I respect facts made still cioarer 
perhaps when compared to the facta and figures of the 
monster mass movements of the 1923-27 period. The 

i tragic errore of the communist leadership in 1927. were 
| primarily responsible for the decapitation of that 
i great movement and because no lessons have been drawn 

................| from tho«<» events to thio very day, these errors, 
mohctrouslytaccumulated, are still responsible for tne 

j tragedies of today. But for the purposes of our com- 
! parison here, let us take for example the single "fact' 
{ that iii 1926 in Sreater Shanghai. the re were 257 strikes.

In 1932 there were 82. Let ue remember that on the eve 
’ of the workers’ ad cure of power in Shanghai in March, 

1927,; there were more than 800,000 workers, handicrafts- 
wri and petty traders out on the streets fighting with 
arms 'in hands for demands of a far-reaching political 
character; A close check for the entire country in 
the latter half of 1933 showed mo that less than one- 
thirtieth of that number wore engaged in strikes and 
other disputes during any given monUi and that almost 
Invariably the demands were defensive demands against 
wage cute and lookouts,. Moreover, t.-ie lack of cohee 
slve leadership j often in departments of the same 
factory or in one or more of a groupof factories • ■■ 
or elven eothetimes lack of even the most elementary 
organization • has in almost every case led to deadening 
failure.arid relatively easy betrayal by the yellow 
’lebir leaders" and 'mediators* of the Kuo.Ml a Tang. In' 
1925 the ehdoting of .thirteen students by British 
police in Shanghai 02(0 tho touch-off for a general 

. strike which paralyzed tne oity and «;ch was seconded 
by vast sympathy st rlkes which broke' like a series of 
tidal waves over the entire country.. In January 1932, 
when the Japanese-imperial lets used the Shanghai 
International Settlement as a base for operations 
which coit the lives of tlins of thousands of Chinese, 
not a single strike Interrupted the normal course of - 
the public or other services in that, settlement.. In- 
the. factories there wore no strikes but a large scale 
lookout to which the overwhelming Majority of Shanghai's' 
workers submitted without protest....

In the case of the widespread but isolated and 
Individual Matt of peasant uprisings, and this includes 
the Red armies in Kiangoi, these struggles await the 
leadership of a strong working class movement before 
they can have a sucoeaat-ak.issue. Tne Red armies in 
tnalr restricted and surrounded areas and with their 
meagre resources have fought heroically against tho 
Kuomintang attacks upon tnen. But. until tho Kuo Mln 
Tang is shaken from Ito bulwarks in the imperialist- 
controlled working class centers, their prospect 
of revolutionary triumph remains necessarily dim. 
Bo revolutionary purpose is sowed by taking refuge 
in U10 fiction- that thobo armies have proletarian 

,' leadership'because individual iibrka.ro, undoubtedly



loaders of superior quality and courage, h»»e been torn 
.from their factories a-d free? tr .n r fellow workers and 
sent com to occupy key positions in tne Red army dls- 

• trlcte and in the Red amiss themselves. Xndueu, thia 
common prac11 se: of extrac11 ng the.most conscious and pro* 
greesive working class elements from their working class . 
environment and sending then down tc the Red dlotrlots is 
a.good Index to the criminal transposition of emphasis 
which has helped paralyze tne working Claes movement In 

. the-cities. If* the .thlte terror doesn't, carry off the 
’ workers’ lenders as. they arise, the C.P. does and has 
. done so'In hundreds of cases. This helps In no small 

part to explain why It has also been impossible to mobi- 
lizca genuine mass anti-Japanese movement in ths face of 
military aggression and «hy the .'Shite terror of the Kuo 
Min tang has succeeded, by filling mass graves and in­
numerable prisons with the martyred dead and- living, in 
downing ths anti-imperial let movement or efforts toward ' 
the organization of such a movement and pavlr.g ths. way 
for the ever-lncreadng enorcachmen te .of the Imperial is tsr. 

■ The party hair het.yet gripped and directed ths deep u.td 
bitter and often inarticulate hatred of the masses of 
the people for their oppressors and this includes large 
sections of the lower petty bourgeoisie who coult be son 

- by successful mass pressure from oelow. This Is because 
they party has failed to traneiat^he realities of every­
day events into its program and tactics.....

X X X X X

But precicely because ut all costs 1 desired to 
carry on the For,an's'open struggle against the comon 
enemy - against the Kuo Mln Tang and the Imperialists - 
I sedulously avoided bringing these issues into the 
columns of the paper, increasingly against my better 
Judgment. ‘I leased over far backward In this respect. 
This expressed Itself In many of the current Issues with 
which we had to deal.

I ask you to recall the whole uphill fight which the 
Porum waged on behalf of Paul end Gerturd Ruegg in the 
spring and summer of 1932 during, uh ich time I repeatedly 
warned against the emphasis «hich was being placed on the 

■ •legal", aspects of the case and.the "negotiations" with, 
the Kuo Min Tang .to the detriment of mass pressure and’ 

. the capitalization of the case for political purposes. 
You paid lip. service to the need for mass pressure - 
particularly here in China - but in fact the "legalities" 

. and futile negot i ationa ’ renal red the major pillars of 
the defense. Until in the very, end I finally rebelled, 
I wasn’t even permitted to give Ruegg his honorable and 
rightful title - secretary of the Jan-Pacific Trade Union 
Secre Uri at! Yet although I felt the struggle for the 

'Ruegge was being -seriously handicapped by tbb tactics 
being-pursued, I carried on the fight with all the energy 
at my coszsand and. you will recall that it was I who created 
ths local defense .cbnsiittee and was chiefly responsible 
for the widespread press propaganda campaign and the 

-considerable sympathy wnlch we aroused. Yet tho ctrictly 
non-poiltical attitude which Ruegg was forced to assume 
•at "the trial (in contrast to the highly political attitude 
of hie prosecutors!) was In my opinion one of the major 
reasons for. the fate to which he-and his wife were condemned 

I ask you to recall the «hole period of the organi­
zation and activities of the China League for Civil Kights, 
from December 1932 tc June 1933, in which I tock on active, 
part, I gave full play to thia hybrid League ord its 
«>rk without once publishing tho bsslo crltlcieM wr. Ich 
I often voiced to you and vr.loh In the end were wholly 
confirmed by what happened after the Kuo MinTang murdered 
Yang Chler. In June that year. I ask you to recall the 
views I set forth in August and September 1923. on the
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aubjeotaf the* “Anti-'•'ar Congress’ which at your 
specific request I did not ;«blieh. Instead, to my 
regret, X published the foul rot of Marley A Co. 
without freely giving play to the true facts: about 
that farcical. Junket which had convinced me that the 
policies which gave it birth do not one single whit 
advance the international struggle against imperialist

Oh One-occasion - and this at least I can take 
comfort in - I passively resisted, when you requested 

. me to write and publish aslanderuus attack on Chen 
Du Helu when he was cunde.med'.to 13 years liprlaament 
by the Kuo Min Tang. Your request ws« specific. I 
was not to deal with the issues which had brought 
Chen Du Hoiu from being the leader of the C.P. in 1927 
to being leader of the Chinese Opposition in 1933. I - 
was' only to string together a vile series of labels 
in an effort to explain Ay the Kuo Uln Tang, even 
Imprisoned the leader of the je.ft Opposition. As 
you know, that attack was never written or published. 

. Again in December 1933, upon my return from 
Fukien, you-opecifically demanded that I ret aside 
the. results .of my own personal in vestigati one. in 
Foochow in order to write on your behalf (but over 
mysignature!) an utterly baselosl.and slanderous 
attack on the-Left Opposition. You will recall that 
you charged at that time that the •Trotskyiste1’ were 
prominently identified with the new government set 
up in Fukien by Chen Ming-shu and Teal Ting-kai. You 
lumped the Left Opposition with the Third Party and 
the eooalled Social Democrats among the petty bourgeois 
satellites of the Fukien militarists. It was as much 
to satisfy myself on this very point.as to perform a - 
mission for you, that I went down to Foochow and 
spent two weeks there and learned through direct coh- 

: : tact with .dozens of people prominently concerned that 
the-Lef t' Opposi tion was' stoutly and clearly opposed 
to the Foochow regime. I haven’t place here to dis- 
cuss the relations of ths C.P, to the thort-Iived 
Fukien government or the character of the "negotia-

, tions* which were' going on down there. .The important;___  
thing here,is that on-ay return you demanded that - I 
write slanders which flew in the face of everything 
I myeelf had learned. It is interesting, as a side­
light on your methods in factional strife as you 
concei ve 1t, that your representative in Foochow sent 
back a report; through me, ironically enough, that 
one of themost prominent cf the youthful pseudo- 
radicals in Foochow, In Cui-yuen to be exact, was a 
leading “Trotekyist*, It so happened that I bad met 
and had several lengthy interviews with #U and-by 
ths time .1 left Foochow I understood his position and 
hie personality exceedingly well. He was as much a 
Trotskyist as Mel Lan-fang lai Yet you actually 
demanded that I ignore my own knowledge of the men 
and in ay article on Fukien set him down as a 
“Tro tskyls t'. I was faced on the one hand by your 
demands that 1 write falsehoods to suit your policies 
and on the othe^r by ay deep desire to set forth the 
actual facte ab'out the Opposition's attitude toward 
the Fukien regime. But once more, to preserve the 
shreds of our relationship, I drove a middle course 
and did neither, leaving tho Ade question out of 
my arti ole.
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of all basic revolutionary (Ue.-tune, *1 U. free play to 
unorthodox ae well as orthodox views, If your views 
were correct, I argued,'it would be a distinct advan­
tage to you to have such an opportunity to display their 
brilliance aloiyolia the puny efforta of your critics; 
(3) to publish orthodox news and views but to reserve 
for myself the right to consent and criticise.

These repeated offers you repeatedly, refu ued . You _ 
offered .to dir-cues these questions with me veroolly if 

- in the meanwhile I threw the. Porur open to your editorial 
board. Uy other-pro pet als were unthinkable! Jive the 
Porum’s readers a chance to hear •counter-revolutionary’ 
viewpoints ? Never that ! I could only di dpi ay i^y 

..revolutionary purity by acceding to your dea-nds. Ps , 
■ would talk’ things over.until spring, when if all went 

well (i.e, if I showed a satisfactory adaptation to 
your viewpoint). I could pack up for an educational trip 
to the'Soviet Union t&ere 1 would certainly oecctae con­
vinced of the error of mv ways. Tn other words, y<.u wanted 
my signature on a promissory note with the amount left 
blank for you to fill in. You put- this in the form of 
an ultimatum and you told me that if 1 did anything but 
accept I would forthwith enter the camp of the •counter­
revolution*.

I had to refuse these temp. I hud to refuoe to 
lend myself to a slanderous and baseless struggle against 
the’ Internet! onol Left Opposition. IL had to refute to 
land space to the nauseatmgly fawning praise of atalin 
and uncritical reception of Stal inlet policies which 
characterize the Communist party press the world over. 
I had to refuse to take shelter in the cold and draughty 
e.-rpty epacos which stretch behind the impressive facade 
and early traditions of the Comm or. 1st International. I 
would like to go to the Soviet Union, for a visit one day - 
but I had to refuse your offer on your terms. I had to 
refuse, in short, to become a hack prostitute in the name 
of tho revolution.

In the end, too, I had to refuse to turn over to 
you tiie. printing plant 1 had built up -with so much pain 
and struggle because I considered it not your property • 

. but tiie property of thb working class :wv<nant. Because 
I could not carry oh tho'Porum myself, for lack of 
financial resources and baciuse of heavy debts contracted, 
I disposed of the plant and turned every farthing of the 
proceed:: ovc- to wnore 1 now consider the Viie ihtoreets 
of our movement lie. It was with a deep and Holding, 
bitterness that I had to see the'forum go do-vn under the 
blows of. those Aos I had considered comrades, «hen for - 
two years it had fought off all its many enemies oh the 
outside.

Yet. with i.t came the realizati on that we; have to ; 
build anew over the ruins you have wrought. The revo­
lution and the building, of our future moves forward and- 
when we trample down,the defenses of our eneaieo we shall 
crush underfoot everything and everybody that stands in 
dur way. No sycophantic, blind allegiance to a name, 
xn empty facade, a torn and shredded oreatige car. lead 
us forward. Only unswerving fidelity to our goal and 
active struggle toward this end wi th the weapons of a 
correct and testad politico, line will lift as from 
defeat to ultimate victory. To this struggle I shall con­
tinue to dedicate all my energies.
Peiping; China, May 20, 1934.

Harold R. ISAACS.
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1931-3936 China(DSB 78b:)
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., "Five Year? of “twin-'r.tnm Reaction*,- a 13> rape pa-phlct p^’J rficd ’n 1932 at. Shanghai,, lists j 
ISAACS as Editor. The. pamphlet consists .of reprints of articles which appeared in the "China : 
Forum" by "anonymous authors nr.d collaborators". The pamphlet denounces the Kwctetaj and ■ '?”, 
5HIAKG Kcirshek for alleged massacre cf it.- political opponents, chiefly Cb-muniats, in order 1 
."that the bourgeoisie- might continue to rule nr.d the imperialists to" drew'their'tribute fron' 
the capitalisation of human .misery", Chinese Communists arc seen as tho hope "of the future/ T. 
ISAACS continues to reside at 333 Central Pre’: Yost, LI”, and is employed as free lsr.ee jounnal ; 
'1st, as 0' 12 May 5 3. DFB-27426.. '^- ' J^

io js ie i<

Sikujcimi Ixncipal Fol :oio H 177.Filo 16-4-

DFB 1461,11 V 195O.A£nes Sr^loy file, 201-414

t. ■/ DFB 7864, 28 Feb 1951. Enclosing info re Richard SORGE'gathered': fr&a FBI interview
with’ISAACS-in April 1950. ' .‘............... ,j..-. ,-.. :

DFB 11880, 11 Sept 51, 201-6556-1 Presently living in NYC 
DFB-15017, 15 Jan. 52; 201-6556-4; no new info.
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ISAACS, H ‘ \ ‘'
Probably Harold R O-^T

. \ @ JAC03.-F3I think that there ia a possibility, that tho JAC03, an unidentified

:avo tho covowv

■i.

Okd(fito*a> • '^ ‘^ ■' 3-53 &4ip.| pJt (juesr mYc

Aiw-xeiipio-i-z-;/, 5'Feb 59; Shanghai Municipal Fol Files.)

young-Anar journalist in Shanghai in 1931, 32 vho vac a nembor of the SORGE network 
in China night possibly be identical with ISAACS 4 ISAACS —— 
ho doc not believe that ho could have been'tho' Indiv to whoa SORGE

‘ JACO3 ( DF3 7564)

insclf has adviced that
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^ The July SO 19-32 isSue.of the'fir Times undur a Shanghai dqtelino of 29 July 1932, .
S'^ -states that’Harold R ISAACS, an American cititen was u am cd by the US Consul General in 
" ' • Shanghai that t e US my withdraw its esAi’a-TerrifroriEl rights a d allow him to be tried 
^ in a .Chinese court; ISAACS then .the editor of the " CiteForaa," had violently attacked , . 
$ . Chiaag Ehai Shek', calling him, among other things, * a butcher." The article further -
?- ^ stated that ISAACS was an associate of Agnes iiCL^.a : correspondent for American■ news-~ 
^ h ’ papers( 323 1461)

M -i Preceded the GhANICHES, as editor ofThe Voice of China". Wrote an article "I Brerk 
fl ?’ £ With Stalinism".-which gave a-candid elucidation of the Cohn, financial backing of the
gi / "Voice, of China". DCS-4385, 7 Feb.. 52 _ .

£U’ ■ Or-° Harold Robert ISAACS was born 13. Sept 1916 ; 5’9" tall, med build, br eyes, &
■s;t^’ Wash wavy hair’brushed back. Born in kl’C, A-e citisen. Editor & publisher of the 
■£ c/ China Forum. Was secy ofKOtiEJS Defense Cardttw & member of Society of Freinds of USS!

111 CMna ^ Dilk on 10 Dec 30 & joined editorial staff of Shanghai Evening '
y? -. Post and Mercury. On 12 June- 31,: took trip an Yangtsso with C.F.GLASS, susp Sov agent, &
sf wrote his fiancee he decided to turn ^ed" as a result of tailing with .GLASS. The 2
j; returned in Aug & took up residence at ?12S Ueihaivei Road. Started nrinting Forum'later
|j . Manager of Level Printing C;, Inc ..in NY State 4 owned AGS of its shares, fcoloyed \rt th ’
^ Havas Nevs. Agency. 'ISAACS married Miss Viola RDEINSO” Sept 32. Lived in Apt 204, Kmbank-
$- went Bldg., Shanghai. In 3 Jan 34 3ubj visited K0lli.;» who were on hunger strike in
^ prison. Subj’s parents arrived in Shanghai 14 Jan 34 iieft -20 Feb for Marseilles. Sub'.

F1 I’shed art in Jew Militant, organ of — f Districts Worker*s Party attacking STALIN.
. ISAACS was also lecturing on Japan, China, and 1S51 a War Crisis In Far East. * *’* <

(ZCS-lFll, 16-4-2-37, 5 Feb 59: Shanghai Municipal Fol Files.) fC > ^-r'; '
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2o June 1951 ~ Mano dated 25 June to FT/CS requesting’ informational naaecheck on eubj, 
. for the purpose of determining the validity of charges that Subj. is sympathetic 

neeted with Coamuhist activities. See file for rest of nano.
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