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TO: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION//ATTN: R K HCHARGUE/GENERAL

INVESTIGATIVE B33DIVISI0N- V

SECRET^-UARNING NOTICE-SENSITIVE INTELL]/GENCE^SOURCES AND METHODS 

INV0LVED--N0T RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS—NOT RELEASABLE TO

CONTRACTORS OR CONTRACTOR/CONSULTANTS ¥

CIR-3io/00302-77 ¥

SUBJECT: BOMBING OF FORMER CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNIJED STATES;

NAME TRACE, MITCHELL LIVINGSTON UERBELL III ¥

REF: FBI CABLE REQUEST DATED IM JANUARY 1177 ¥

1- THE FILES OF <HIS AGENCY CONTAIN CvioxIlRAoll INFORMATION ON

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON UERBELL III, BORN fl MARCH 1518 IN PHILADELPHIA,

PENNSYLVANIA. THE MAJORITY OF THE INFORMATION UAS FURNISHED BY YOUR

BUREAU. THIS AGENCY PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE FBI UITH.INFORMATION ON

UERBELL UNDER CSCI-3/773317 OF 24 OCTOBER 15L2, SUBJECT UERBELL,

MITCHELL L-V AND CSCI-31L/02323-L1 OF 27 JUNE 11L1, SUBJECT UERBELL,

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON III- IN ADDITION, THIS AGENCY FURNISHED YOUR

BBSBIBUREAU UITH MEMORANDA CONCERNING SUBJECT MITCHELL LIVINGSTON

UERBELL III DATED 27 JUNE 1374, Bl AUGUST 1574, *5 AUGUST 81174, AND
DATE: 
°"lC: . -

E 2 1MPDET
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12 AUGUST M?M. V

2. UERBELL HAS NEVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY THIS BAGENCY NOR DOES IB 

THE AGENCY HAVE ANY OPERATIONAL-I IN HIM/ UERBELL WAS A

COMMISSIONED OFFICER WITH THE OSS DURING WORLD WAR II AND SERVED IN 

THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATRE- IN AUGUST OF MSI /THIS AGENCY 13R9BH90

CONSIDERED USING UERBELL AS A SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON REVOLUTIONARY

ACTIVITIES IN THE CARIBBEAN AREA, PARTICULARLY CUBA, BUT TERMINATED ■ 

ITS CONSIDERATION OF HIS POSSIBLE USE IN OCTOBER MSTH WHEN IT WAS 

DETERMINED THAT HIS INFORMATION WAS' OF LITTLE VALUE AND IT WAS 

SUSPECTED THAT HE WOULD USE THE^ROPOSED CONNECTION WITH THE AGENCY TO 

PROMOTE/PERSONAL INTERESTS- V

3. DURING AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER Mb2 REPORTING ON UERBELL REVEALED 

THAT HE VISITED SEVERAL CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES AND APPEARED TO BE

CONTACTING OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA AND 

EL SALVADOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING RECOGNITION OF BB’DE FACTO" 

CUBAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE CALLED THE "UNITED ORGANIZATION FOR THE 

LIBERATION OF CUBA." IN DISCUSSIONS WITH NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 

REPRESENTATIVES, UERBELL CLAIMED THE PROPOSED. CUBAN EXILE GOVERNMENT 
OATC: 
MIG: 
UNIT: 
MF

s r r k £ T C 2 IMPDET
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HAD THE SUPPORT. OF NINETY SEPARATE CUBAN EXILE ORGANIZATIONS AND 

16b,000 CUBAN EXILES- HE ALLEGEDLY OFFERED A NICARAGUAN GOVERNHENT 

OFFICIAL .rffi^iS? $130,000 TO OBTAIN THAT GOVERNMENT’S recognition a

OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE- V

S- IN DECEMBER 1%S, uerbell spoke to a hiahI contact of this 

AGENCY AND TOLD HIM THAT HE AND SIX CUBAN EXILES IN THE UNITED STATES 

HAD ORGANIZED A GROUP, INCLUDING APPROXIMATELY TWENTY CUBANS INSIDE .

CUBA, TO PERFORM A COMMANDO OPERATION IN CUBA IN EARLY JANUARY 1%'b.

THEIR PRIMARY MISSION WAS THE ASSASSINATION OF CUBAN PREMIER FIDEL

CASTRO, WITH THE SECONDARY' MISSION BEING THAT OF BLOWING UP THE POWER

GENERATORS THAT SUPPLY THE ELECTRICITY TO HAVANA- UERBELL, AT THE •

TIME, STATED THAT HE WAS TRYING TO GET THE: "GREEN LIGHT” FROM THE CIA 

TO PROCEED WITH THE MISSION, AND INFERRED THAT THE MISSION WOULD BE

ABORTED IF St'JCH APPROVAL WAS NOT OBTAINED- {NOTE: THIS AGENCY WAS 
: iM IH.* •vDt*'/o'L J

NOT IN CONTACT WITH WERBELLMB IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER^- V J

b- IN EARLY IBbR UERBELL WAS IN THAILAND REPRESENTING HIMSELF AS

VICE PRESIDENT OF SIONICS, INC- OF ATLANTAN GEORGIA. HE 8DESCRIBED

HIMSELF AS A COUNTERINSURGENCY EXPERT, CLAIMED TO BE A RETIRED 8098989

DATE: . : •
ORIG: ; .
UNIT: ■ ‘ j
EXT: i i • • • . • ’

E 4 1MPOET 
Ci AY n, aaea
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COLONEL, AND INTRODUCED HIMSELF AT A LOCAL NIGHTCLUB AS THE CHIEF OF

CIA IN THAILAND. {NOTE: UERBELL WAS C^ THE CIA CHIEF OF STATION IN

THAILAND NOR r'ETT^ AFFILIATED’WITH CIA IN ANY WAY. J- WERBELL 

ATTEMPTED TO SELL EXOTIC WEAPONS TO THE THAIS AND TO TRAIN THEN IN 

-COUNTERINSURGENCY WARFARE- ¥

?. WERBELL ALLEGEDLY OPERATES THROUGH A NUMBER OF FRONT 

BUSINESSES, ONE OF -WHICH IS CALLED THE CENTRAL INFORMATION AGENCY fl 

KIA}- IN SOME OF KIS DEALINGS WERBELL BROADLY HINTS THAT HE HAS 

CONNECTIONS WITH THIS AGENCY- ¥ . , ,

• 6. THIS AGENCY HAS INFORMATION^d^'Z^iXC^^ S0;E OF THE

TYPES OF me/oonry THAT PMSSH^rreij. PUR°ORTS TO SELL- Tfl®>
~Ti^ ! r Aif..</’••? T/.L / ^!j/iG'. //F.< /i:.1.^ Pl?t:S iilPfW
INF^R'jATION;UILl^ii&^^.t*ft^ TO YOU? BiBUakKOttBiJ IfeKSdUBIiaiB

-q ~ tr— >■/^aa^-^jtiz^Esfel^^T^^^Kgfcjajs

^cc'^znmi'rBCTSsmjEvs^ ¥

yifr CLASSIFIED BY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER- EXEMPT FROM . 

GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE OF E-0- 111.52 EXEMPTION CATEGORY

SB <ar}. IMPOSSIBLE TO 
1 FEBRUARY 157?

0»H: ?.;r;j,Wf:j1li;>;^
orig:' bill WAGNER':MH
i'kif C/I.A/S0/CH

DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATIONH

^C/LA/SBy^/’ztA-C

C/LA/COG/vPS- UM- DEVINE 
{IN DRAFT}

S0G/G7MSS- D—DL«J.Tr.;tH)/'
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1 February 1977

ATTENTION -

FROM

SUBJECT

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations

: Associate Deputy Director for Operations

: Walter T. Lloyd 
Associate General Counsel

: Mitchell Livingston Werbell, III

1. -As=you are aware, on the instruction of United States 
District Judge Peter Fay (Miami, Florida Division) , incident to 
the Drug Enforcement Administration's prosecution of Subject 
for conspiracy to import and distribute multi-ton loads of 
marijuana, the undersigned made a detailed review of the files 
of this Agency concerning Subject in August 1976. This exami­
nation was to ascertain any data that ran to Werbell’s guilt or 
innocence of the offense charged and any other data reflecting the 
nature of the relationship between Werbell and the U.S. Government. 
This latter'requirement was grounded on the Court's view that 
Werbell's voluntary reporting to the Agency and any government 
condonation of his activities might be exculpatory in the eyes of the 
jury.

2. In response, we reviewed the files, identified Agency 
contacts with Subject and prepared two affidavits: one regarding 
non-employment by Mr. B. DeFelice and the second regarding 
Werbell's relationship to the Agency by the undersigned. Copies 
arc attached. During the trial the first affidavit was shown to 
counsel for Werbell by DEA counsel, Mr. Sam Sheres, at v/hich 
point defendant's counsel stipulated that Werbell was never a 
forma! employee of the Central Intelligence Agency. Sheres 
subsequently returned the affidavits to the undersigned at the 
conclusion of the trial.

E2IMPDET
CL BY: 059605



3. Regarding the relationship of Werbell to the Agency, as- 
approved by the Deputy Director, the undersigned appeared before 
Judge Fay in his chambers on 31 August and under oath answered 
questions of the Court concerning Werbell. A copy of the transcript 
of that proceeding is attached. You will note that Judge Fay requested

. that all pertinent government records be made available to the Court 
for its inspection. Accordingly, copies of Agency files were reproduced, 
culled for "Brady-type" documents, excised to protect sources and 
methods under the "Sb? case criteria" and reviewed and approved by 
Assistant DD/O on the evening of 1 September.. These processed- 
documents were then handcarried to Miami by the undersigned on

. 2 September. ’

. 4. - The undersigned advised Judge Fay at 0330 hours oh
. 2 September that I had in my possession copies of all of the Agency ' 

- .-.. files oh WerbeU, had dulled them as to possible "Brady", documents
and was prepared to review them with the Judge at his convenience. ■ 

. He was on the bench with a tight schedule and asked that the possible
. Brady documents first be reviewed by Karen Atkinson, the principal ' 

counsel for the prosecution. The undersigned subsequently briefed 
Atkinson on the nature of data in the possible Brady documents. This 
resulted in a significant reduction in the number of possibles. The 
undersigned gave Atkinson copies of the four unclassified OGC 
documents related to the DOD revocation of Werbell's security clearance 
in 1971. In addition. Office of Security documents edited and approved 
for release to Werbell under his Freedom of Information and Privacy 
Act-r.eqtiesMTabs; Zvand B of OS response), consisting of media 
publications and security investigative data, vzere also provided 
Atkinson. Due to counsel for Werbell raising an issue on Werbell's 
use of a boat named “Venus" belonging to CIA, a declassified copy 
of the OS short investigative report outlining data concerning Werbell's 
use of the Venus to transport arms was also provided Atkinson. The 
related OS Headquarters assignment document was not provided. 
Related DDO documents on the ownership of Venus by the "JURE" 
Cuban group were mentioned to Atkinson but not made available.

5. While the above documents were provided the.Department of : 
Justice with the understanding they could be passed to Counsel for 
Werbell due to subsequent events noted below, it is not certain that ; 
this occurred. Specifically, the undersigned declined to release . 
additional "Brady0 documents without consultation and instructions



from the Court. The requested meeting was put off by Judge Fay and 
defendant®’ “ubseq’je’Vh/ rested their case. The DOJ had little else 
tp add and the case went to the jury about noon on 3 Sept rr.ber. All 
the remaining copies of Agency documents were returned to Headquarters 
by the undersigned the evening of 3 September. On 4 September the 
jury- returned a verdict of "not guilty." As a result, the bulk of 
"Brady-type" Agency documents or Werbell was not provided to 
counsel for-Werbell and Judge Fay reviewed no Agency documents. 
It should be noted allcopies of documents taken to Miami were excised 
in accord with the ?SWP case criteria" and on return to Headquarters, 
these were destroyed'by the undersigned.

6. As a related matter, on 16 November Mr. Arthur Egbert 
of the Internal Security Division of the DEA contacted the undersigned 

“seeking 'background information on Werbell. The undersigned suggested 
Egbert.first-review the files of the FBI on Werbell as most of the data 
we have is contained in FBI reports. Should FBI data be insufficient . 
for his needs I suggested he seek access to our files in DDO and Office 
of Security via the normal DEA Department of Justice liaison channels.

Walter T. Lloyd J

Attachments:
(1) Affidavit - DeFelice
(2) Affidavit - Lloyd
(3) Transcript of Hearing of USDC for Southern District of Florida, 

August 31, 1976.

cc: Jerry Brown, SAG/OS, w/o atts
Ed Montgomery, LD/SBCH/DDO, w/o atts
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24 February 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, SOG
Chief, DCD

\ Chief, LA Division

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston Werbel III

1. I was advised by the Justice Department on 23 February that 
Wcrbel has been'indicted and the trial is scheduled to begin on 29 March 
in Miami, Florida1.' The charges relate to importing and distributing 
quantities of marijuana. With WerbeVs propensity to raise his past 

. affiliations with the Agency, we can anticipate problems during this trial. 
An additional problem is presented because Werbel is defended by Edwin 

.Marger who was tKe^defense attorney for John Hawk in the B-26.case in 
Buffalo, New Ycrk in 1966. It was Edwin Marger who subpoenaed the CIA 
General Counsel as a^d efens e witness.

i 2. The justice Department has.received information that a person 
either currently or formerly affiliated with the CIA has been participating' 
in Wcrbel's meetings with his attorney. It would be appreciated if all 
addressees could review their holdings on Werbel and determine if there 
is any validity to any recent contacts with him. I would urge that instruc­
tions be sent to Miami that no, repeat no, contact with Werbel take place 
between now and the beginning of the trial.

3. It would be helpful if each addressee could prepare a summary 
of the various contacts Werbel has had with CIA in the past. Please check 
to see if you have any information on a Colonel Bayard who was killed in 
Atlanta, Georgia during the summer of 1975. Bayard, reportedly an 
associate of Werbel's, had previous contacts with the .Agency. It would 
be appreciated if your responses could be received by close of business 
2 March.

ssociate General Counsel
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DEFERRED TELEPOUCH

SECRET

O: FILE

TO: LA/MIAMI-Y

270200Z WASHINGTON
0
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0

0

FROM: LA/CAR V 
O

SUBJECT^niTCHELL LIVINGSTONE UERBEL III ¥

REF: UFPA-iatlh 1 JUNE 1575 ¥

MMDb5
. DISSEM BV: ^

PER

t?F
iwa»-:s«i L
iaKI:'

»«i lihiMIUOS
UK. (13)

i:«ea(ii)
•••'J (?)

9Si^ . tu (US

1. MITCHELL LIVINGSTONE UERBEL III,. WHO IS ONE OF THE PERSONS

MENTIONED IN THE DEA REPORT QUOTED’IN THE REFERENCE, HAS BEEN:.

INDICTED ON CHARGES RELATING TO THE IMPORTATION AND DISTRIBUTION

OF MARIJUANA. V

2. WHILE HE HBAVE SO FAR UNCOVERED NO BKHERALD CONNECTION 

WITH UERBEL, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION 

THAT A PERSON EITHER CURRENTLY OR FORMERLY AFFILIATED WITH BKHERALD 

HAS BEEN PARTICIPATING IN WERBEL'S MEETINGS WITH HIS ATTORNEY. ¥ 

- 3- FURTHERMORE, SINCE UERBEL HAS IMPLIED {APPARENTLY FREQUENTLY}

IN THEPAST THAT HE HAS HAD BKHERALD CONNECTION OR SUPPORT IN HIS 

QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES, LARGELY INVOLVING ARMS AND AMMUNITION, 

THERE IS A 83998898338 POSSIBILITY THAT HE HIGHT ATTEMPT IN ONE 

WAY OR' ANOTHER TO IMPLICATE BKHERALD -IN HIS CURRENT PROBLEM. UE 

THEREFORE REQUEST THAT YOU COMPLETELY AVOID UERBEL OR ANYONE 

MTE: 
OSK:

Record copy | -
coMMATMtomcint emeu

***•*•**’**•• * REPRODUCTION BY OUtER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED g 2 IMPDET
SECRET CL-BY: 015513a
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ohf o o p o o o a a
SECRET^: ‘ .
'uu.HMaMa^u’M ’ . . ' . o«n"""«» . - . on. >ni<Mn>Oou<wau

DEFERRED TELEPOUCH WASHINGTON .
’• ' ' ' ' ; ■ Q m OISSElilBT:

CLA WING. TO REPRESENT Hill SHOULD HE ATTEHPT SOHE CONTACT WITH THE

STATION. CDCD/MAHI MILLRECEIVE SIHILAR INSTRUCTIONS^ V

U- THE COS HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE FOREGOING AND CONCURS. V

S. FILE: 201-251110. E2-.IHPDET.rf ■ ‘ A ?

CATE: JI, fEB 7b 
one: L- BURNE1T/JP
v*»r. LA/CARI

^C/LA/CAR
«<L*AM wmc«a * wc«ori*Tw» o*pctM ■ ' . - M,-n«Bnc«w amen

“^“^  ̂ ' REPRODUCTION ^?THER THAN THE ISSUING CrntrS PEOHIBf^ g 2 IMPOET
S E C R E T- ■. :CL BY: 012113



TO: FR/fiLU YORK INFO N1COSIA4 ■ ‘

KEYUAY FORRES L

REFS: A. FRZNEU YORK 33313 IIN 75&VLS| {BEING RELAYED TO NICOSIA}
B, . DIRECTOR 7tn40f.^ H^^ '

^’-DlR^CTQjR^OSl^

1. PRIOR TO RECEIPT REF. A, HOS ADVISED BY SECRET SERVICE THAT 

THERE HAD BEEN NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN REF B CASE CONCERNING

EMMANUEL KASSELAKIS AND STAVROS SYKOPETRITIS'AND THAT KASSELAKIS5 .

STORY NOU CONSIDERED TO BE BOGUS. SECRET SERVICE FURTHER ADVISED THA

KASSELAKIS PROVIDED OTHER INFORMATION UHICH ALSO CONSIDERED SUSPECT

CONCERNING ARMS TRANSEACTIONS AND THAT THIS INFORMATION PASSED TO NEU

YORK BASE. SECRET SERVICE SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED THAT REF A INFORM­

ATION UAS RECEIVED .FROM KASSELAKIS-V

2. UNABLE TO IDENTIFY GEORGE STRATOS-V
3. FOR FR/NEU YORK: UEE^LEr/iS- YlTCHELL L. UERD3ELL <291-

251110} OF REF C-V

9. SAn'JEL SCRIVENER JR.-* UASHING70N ATTORNEY, EMPLOYED BY

BKHERALD IN EARLY 1150'S AS CONSULTANT-*
oatt:
OUIS;
UNIT:
tXT:

"^ £ ^ «rpRooucT;oN nr cthk than thf issuing onict is psoh::.;:d g £ I.^PC-.T 
CL DY;GLatiS7
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SEX RE

staff DIRECTOR

CONF: INFO: 'FILE
Q 1«. OtSSfMBT:

s. unable to identify DoniwiCAN-company.v

b aoi-aa55M7; x ref 201-0^0333. Ea irpdet.h

DATE; 
os>g:
UMT:
IIT:'

OPS/LSN/IDEIN SUBSTANCE}

Ri^rtOOUC HON RY OFMIR th* i lKUSSu.^G C. FiCt IS PWMid»TtG e 2 rjpoE^r

1£<6 EX EMBER 1175. 
PAVtS/L'ARD/AOU
E/GC 
1441

; ,- f r r t



. j.?l «C. i/Ti
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TOTAL COP ES wKO ^- '

SEC RET ' . jiiVinoi

ST AFF
ACTION UNIT

N T I

ACTION A
o

T 50A72> EIA377 PAGE 01

TOR 12216352 DEC 75

J sees E T 2217592 DEC 75 STAFF 

■/ CITE FR/NEw YORK 33363 W"--? ^ ,

j .TOI DIRECTOR^ 

j KgYHAY FOWES

IN 758465

■ N Y FR . 33363. :■

DO ;N(iT'Bi’'?®OY

;^:raR

. Ji;. LU cal SE CRET SERVICE REP OR TS F OLLO wiNG FRO M INFORMANT' OF E S-- . 

TABLISKED RELIABILITY. ONE GEORGE STRATOS. LOCAL GREEK-AMERICAN OR­

CHESTRA LEADER. VISITED CYPRIOTE AMBASSADOR DIMITRIOU IN WASHINGTON 

CA, 28 NOV TO SOLICIT HIS WILLINGNESS PURCHASE 25'THOUSAND M-16 RIFLES

AT 5215 EACH , TRANSACTION TO EE CONSUMATED OUTSIDE U.S. DIMITRIOU . 

.DECLINED ON GROUNDS PRICE BUT REQUESTED STRATOS SUBMIT PROPOSAL FOR 

i MANUFACUTRE AND s’a'lE OF "HIGH-POWERED mark I AND II HAND GUNS",

j WEAPONS'wOULD BE MANUFACTURED BY DOMINICAN COMPANY, TELEPHONE N UM BER
i ‘ '
; -532 -1019 RPT 532-1019 . STR ATOS.AGREED WORK UP DETAILS. , -

2. ADDITIONAL DETAILS PROVIDED BY INFORMANT: ONE OF NINE PART- 

' NERS OF STRATOS IS ONE MITCH HctSLER. WHO. STRATOS CLAIMS IS FORMER

p bkherald. stratos Washington attorney, is sam scMRE’fv^ (Phon).

p TELEPHONE (202) 296-2950, STRaTQS CLAIMED M-16’S AND <60 M-60 MACHINE

p GUNS. HE ALSO WISHES SELL REPRESENT U.S. ARMS LOST INDOCHINA.

I ■ '3, SECRET SERVICE OFFICER (^0 OF GREEK BACKGROUND) RE°pRTS

STRATOS WAS CLOSE TO PAPADOPOUlOS GOVERNMENT, and NOTES *That LARGE 

i ' SECRET ; .
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•iACTION *

.IN 75 64 65PAGE 82-82/ ' •

TBR«m ^YTR 733365

AMOUNTS ‘ OF U.S. ASMS WERE D.JS COVERED M ISS IN^ GREE* ARMOR IES .WHEN

NW GOVERNMENT tCC< INVENTORY IN 1974,. “

. ■ 4:, NO FlLEl EZ iMPDET - • 71 ;

t
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the Owner of Guns Seized 
In 1974 Will Sell them
MARrrrTXreaarSfpt 4 (AP)

—Mitchell L. WerBell 3d of , 
-----Marietta has ipip«i‘to quit the - 

.arms trade,, which ia the' past 
has'frequroth’,involved him Id 

------ international intrigue. ; _.
\ In a deal i-nrttd out yester- 
daybefore.a Federal judge,-Mr. 
WerBell agreed that he would 
stop manufacturing and selling 
guns if the Government, ah 
towed him to ^ell $325,000 

- - worth of arms seized- by Fed- - 
era! agents last December.

The guns, called “the largest 
collection of private guns in the _ 
world" by Mr. WerBell and : 
Federal attorneys include 2.000 - 

■ machine guns and silencers. } 
1 Mr. WerBell said his com- | " 
pany. Defense Sysrems Internal 
tional, Inc., would continue ”toU 
do what we havealways done If- 
—serve this country-” 1

He said he and his sons havejf 
_ „ plans'to sell radios, electronic,! _ 

• equipment and military sup-la 
!plies not covered by the agree-!?

omenL

V

■i
^i

St
ot

et
ei

aL
..
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142<2 JUN b UFPA'l 863

KE C R E T TELePGUCH 

I 5.-47 CH KG? UFPA-1MB 

[fils no : 2cc-ii«ii/n; 196-9-1

IDATE'- : 6 JUNE 1975

TO ; ; CHIEF, LATIN AMERICA DIVISION

FROM : ACTING CHIEF OF STATION, LA/MlAMl 

SUBJECT : DEA/KIAMI REPORT ON POSSIBLE PLOT.

TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA

1, STATION HAS RECEIVED A REPORT FROM DEaTmTIHI ON A 

POSSIBLE PLOT TO OVERTHROW ThE GOVERNMENT. OF G^

C-

O
STATION CONSIDERS THE REPORT SUSPECT BUT HAS SUGGESTED TO DEA

THAT SINCE-FBI AND STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE AN INTEREST IN SOME

OF- THS INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED IN THE REPORT THAT A COPY OF IT

BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM, STATION ALSO PASSED TO DEA A LIST

uF GUEST IONS FOR THEIR USE WHICH MIGHT ASSIST THEN IM OBTAINING

PURThER DETAILS ON THE PLOT AND HAS OFFERED TO PROVIDE THEM

J[TH PERTINENT.INFORMATION THAT MIGHT CONE TO OUR ATTENTION

THROUGH STATION SOURCES, CORRECT NAME OF THE PROMINENT

CITIrtN OF GRENADA MENTIONED IN PA RA 3 OF THE REPORT IS KEN

<ILNE
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I 2, PCVCG«r;j IS TEXT OF THE ^POST. CEA H AN J 

SEC-5-75-J-253. OF 4 JUN=, SENT .TO DEA H2S AND FIELD STATION 

BALTIMORE and ATLANTA! CEA HQS RECUESTED PASS TO CARACAS 

| region- • "subject: mitchell l, werbell rii., et al file no, 

G1-75-0105!

r . "IN THE COURSE Of DEVELOPING A .M^

CONSPIRACY INVESTIGATION, HlTCHcLL L. W=RcELL, I 11 , » ET AL, 
/ * G1-75-0105, THE MIAMI REGIONAL INTELLICENCE UNIT HAS UNCOVERED 

information concerning a plan to overthrow the independent 

GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA, 

. "the.plan, as outlined below, is a composite of

' • INFORMATION RECEIVED- FROM ONE WILLIAM BELL, A DEFENDANT IN THE ' 

SUBJECT INVESTIGATION, VIA HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH UNDERCOVER

. AGENTS AND a COOPERATING INDIVIDUAL, 

"THE PLAN CALLS FOR THE LANDING OF 36 ARMED MEN ON

GRENADA .DURING THE L ATE EVEN ING HOURS GF A SATURDAY IN MID OR 

late July 1975. the revclut ionari es will appear to ee Scottish 

mercenaries, but in fact will be Americans, the: landing time 

will coincide with the normal shut down time :of'the island’s 

RADIO STATION, THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE LANDING GROUP 

■SECRET;^
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'BiM 5c\ THF\-HAOlCVCO*:-u?li^^ FACILITIES. A(R

> A-.D SEA pGn.TS, 5=Ll KILL Hi AO A.\ ASSASSINATION SQUAD .UHICH 

j.k!LL3t DIRECTED TO KILL. 21 POLITICAL AMD tflVcRNOT'. .

| Functionaries, the plan anticipates having full control of.

THE ISLAND BY THE TIME THE ISLAND’S RADIO STATION WOULD ~

NORNALLY GO BACK ON THE AIR ON SUNDAY MORNING. THE COST 

OF THIS OPERATION IS REPORTED TO 8E 3 MILL ION DOLLARS, 

! ONE KEN MILL OR MILLS (PHONETIC), A PROMINENT CITIZEN OF 

GRENADA IS REPORTED TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED ONE HALF MILLION

.COLLARS...T0-.THIS -OPERATION, AND WILL BE PUT UP AS THE HEAD 

OF ThE NEW GOVERNMENT IF THE TAKEOVER IS SUCCESSFUL. BELL 

• STATES THAT HE WILL .BE ASSUMING CONTROL OF THE ARMED FORCES 

AND POLICE AGENCIES OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, BELL IS BELIEVED 

TO BE'MANUFACTUR ING WEAPONS AND PARTS FOR WEAPONS. WITHOUT 

SERIAL NUMBERS. FOR THE OPERATION AT DEFENSE WEAPONS 

INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING ANO RESEARCH INC., P.O, BOX 771 

DEERFIELD BE ACH, FIORI DA . WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 

FIRM'S MANAGEMENT, WERBELL’S RO LE IN THE OPERATION IS 

UNKNOWN AT ThIS TIME, 

"WERBELL, MJTCHELL LlVlNSSlON UI, WHITE MALE, ■

SECRET
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U.S, CITIZEN, A FORMER ww

PHiLAScLPHlA, PA,, 5FT 6 

HAIR, SLUE EYES, RUDDY COM 

MILITARY ACADEMY, RICHHOND

.“A Gc C *4 X 3 s$ J$

ma: c>i-;;ss jun 75 ltpa-isso

i OSS OFFICER. SCAN 3/8/18 AT 

/2 INCHES TALL, 155 LBS,» BROWN 

PL EXT I ON, GRADUATE OF FORK UNION 

, RA,/AND THE CHARLES PRICE

4 SCHOOL- OF JOURNALISM (EXTENSION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA), AND RESIDENT AT POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA. 

J.SRSELL DOES NOT HAVE AN FBI CRIMINAL RECORD, ALTHOUGH A 

* 7/1/73 MIAMI HERALD TROPIC MAGAZINE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT HE 

. .AND SEVEN other PERSONS HAD BEEN INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY TO.

VIOLATE U.S, NEUTRALITY LAWS, BUT TH AT THE.. CHARGES WERE......- 

DROPPED ON THE ORDERS OF THEN ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK.

' HIS INDICTMENT WAS REPORTEDLY THE RESULT OF HI S INVOLVEMENT 

WITH A HAITIAN REVOLUTIONARY GROUP DURING 1966, A 1974 ESCUIRE 

MAGAZINE ARTICLE DESCRIBES WERBELL'S INVOLVEMENT |N a COVERT 

POLITICAL MOVEMENT TO GAIN INDEPENDENCE FOR THE ISLAND OF 

ABACO IN THE BAHAMAS, WERBELL IS ALLEGED TO BE A REGISTERED 

DEALER AND/OR manufacturer OF WEAPONS, 

"BELL, WILLIAM HART.IN, WHITE MALE, BORN 6/27/28,

. 6FT 2 INCHES TALL# 233 LBS,. GRAY HAIR, NORTH CAROLINA DRIVERS’S 

LICENSE NUMBER 219 83 95; RESIDING AT 4412 WATERBURY ROAD.

SECRET
XV)
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RALEIGH., NORTH CAROLINA; BELIEVED TO'BcAN EX-MARINE CORPS, 

PILOT AND OWNER OF THE MARINE REALTY AND DEVELOPMENT

CORPORAT E US ROUTE 1 .- NORTH, R ALEIGH,. N, C. I RELL HAS BEEN: .

• ARRESTED BY THE RALEIGH PD O N- THE TOLL OU ING CHARGES: CARRYING 

A CONCEALED WEAPON AND DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE - 1973; AMD

' ISSUING A WORTHLESS CHECK - 1967, BELL DOES NOT HAVE AN FBI

■CRIMINAL RECORD, O'

" IN APRIL 1975, IN ALLEGED FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY, ,
C

WERoELL CONTACTED AN MIAMI R/0 COOPERATI NG INDIVIDUAL ANO

REQUESTED THE C/l'S ASSISTANCE IN SMUGGLING MULTI-TOn QUANTITIES ' O/

r OF COLOMBIAN MARIHUANA INTO THE U.S, MIAMI R/0 U/C AGENTS, 

'ACTING aS PILOT/SMUGCLERS AND COLOMBIAN SOURCE OF SUPPLY, HAVE * '"■

SEEN CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH «R3ELL AND SELL CONCERNING O

THE FINANCING, AIR SMUGGLING AND DISTRIBUTION OF MARIHUANA. 
O

OTHER INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE. CONSPIRACY TO DATE ARE WALLY L

GILLIS, BELIEVED TO RE SUBJECT Of NADDIS RECORD NUMBER 121267, 1 O

AND A RICK STEVENS AND A WILLIAM JORDAN, WHITE HALES, 23'S;

no additional id data available at this time, 1
"CONSPIRACY INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING, additional. <5

INFORMATION relative to neutrality VIOLATIONS will be forwarded i

SECRET 
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UPON RECEIPT, ONE. U/C AGENT CPILOT) HAS BEEN APPROACHED 9Y : :

BELL TO TAKE PART IM THE GRENADA .OPERATION,

. "s,r,f. hiami briefed .verbally concerning Grenada .

INFORMATION THIS Date, A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION WILL BE 

FURNISHED TO U.S, CUSTOMS, ATF, AND S, R. F, A T MI AM I. JOHN A, 

LUND JR,, REGIONAL DIRECTOR", J

distribution; .

3 - C/LAO VIA TELEPOUCH ■ E2, ImPDET,
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24 March 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Alleged Activities of. Walter Mackeni

‘ 1. During the week of March 9, I lunched with Mr. Wesley
■ Dyckman; Dyckman is a former Agency staffer currently employed 

by the Drug Enforcement Agency. During the course of our lunch­
eon- conversation, the name of Wal ter Mackem came up. Dyckman . 
told me that Mackem,. a JOT classmate of ours, had been fired by

i the Agency. • Accordi ng to Dyckman, Mackem is how employed in the 
i Washington area as a private investigator. In addition, accord- 
! ing to Dyckman, Macken is involved with a parami1itary’activity 
I funded by some unnamed British source. The activity, which 
i Dyckman referred to as "the new land project" seeks to establish 
: a tax shelter on one of the out-islands of the Caribbean by

J forcefully taking over the island and establishing a government 
there. Mackem is supposedly involved in paramilitary training 
of forces who would participate in this paramilitary adventure 
again. According to Dyckman, the paramilitary training supposedly 
takes place in Georgia not far from Atlanta.

2. This is the extent of my conversation with Dyckaran'O-n—fne- 
above subject and I have no further information or details concern­
ing this.

Orig - OS/SAG
1 - SE/SEC
1 - LA/SO
1 - Hayes

E2 IMPDET
CL BY 01 770.9
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TO*: FR/NEW YORK. ¥

AJAJA FORRES ¥

^ 1 / SLCY . J^I^xLCq^ \° I
# .

REF: FR/NEW YORK.30117 |IN S1\21MI ¥

1- NO ADDITIONAL HQS TRACES ON EDGAR LEHHENS AND CO. OTHER
. TIRLEMONT.

TH AN.CONFIRMATION THAT IT LICENSED DEALER OF ARMS LOCATED .IN/MSMW8

BELGIUM AND THAT IT IMPORTED' FROM NEW -YORK TO BELGIUM A SILENT SUB­

MACHINE GUN WHICH LATER SHOWED UP IN SPAIN CONNECTED WITH BASQUE

ASSASSINATION. ¥

2. MICHELL L. UERBELL. Ill <201-2SIIIO IS PARTNER OF DEFENSE

SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL INC. OF POWDER SPRINGS. GEORGIA.A LICENSED _ 
ARMS DEALER- HE BORN fl MAR 1518, PHILADELPHIA. HAS HAS LENGBY 

201 ON WERBELL WHO HAS LONG HISTORY POPPING UP IN AREAS AND SITUATIONS

WHERE CAN MAKE FEU FAST BUCKS. HE CHARACTERIZED AS UNSCRUPULOUS.

WHEELER-DEALER AND PROMOTER OF GRANDIOSE SCHEMES. HE OF OPERATIONAL

INTEREST IN HID-nSI WHEN BECAME INVOLVED WITH ANTI-CASTRO PLOTTERS r

IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND OFFERED PROVIDE BKHERALD WITH INFO ON 

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES IN CARIBBEAN. HE GRANTED POA IN AUGUST 

1151 BUT THIS CANCELLED OCTOBER 1151 WHEN HIS INFO PROVED BE OF !
OATE: 
O»tC: }
UhlT: i

«ui«»^ao**ctt coomuTiM o»K3«« «v*Mwr**r*«omcu

uam^iWi REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED g 2 IMPOET t

CL BY: I
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LITTLE VALUE ANI> IT SUSPECTED THAT HE USING BKHERALDd FUNDS TO 

PROMOTE PERSONAL INTERESTS. EVER SINCE, BKHERALD HAS BEEN DIS­

CLAIMINGWERBELL WHO WAS REPEATEDLY ATTEMPTED PROMOTE SELF AS REP 

OF .LNBUZZ AND BKHERALD- SINCE MUCH OF BKHERALD INFO ON WERBELL 

ORIGINATES LNERGO-.WE SUGGEST LNERGO REP/NEW YORK PERFORM TRACE 

THROUGH HIS OFFICIAL CHANNEL. CABOVE INFO HAY NOT BE PASSED FOREIGN 

NATIONALS BECAUSE WERBELL UODUAL CITIZEN.)- V .

3- ONLY TRACE ON MITCHELL 
FATHER'S

iN/smasa arms business trade.

WERBELL IV IS THAT HE ALSO INVOLVED

HE HAS HAD NO CONNECTION WITH

BKHERALD. V

q. file: eoi-uaea?, es IMPDET.d

CATC: 1? MARCH 1125 
ORiG: WENDY RAHM MA 
unit . NE/ARN/I 
EXT: /R. 135^0 A 
s'" ;M ^ ^44 
( C/FR/03

NE/SO

fr/^ a

LA

CNE/ARN/I

CNE/ARN

E 2 IMPOET 
cl by: osseta

REPRODUCT’*< BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PRO“’°ITEO
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SECRET 0413352 MAR 75 STAFF 

CITE FR/NEw YORK 30417 i 

TOi director, 

AJAJA FORRES ' 
REF A, UNOw-6325 ' '

0, FR/NEW YORK 30022 ^ ,3 ^13^)

1. SUBj REFS, ALA-AL-DIN AL-TAYYaR OF THE IRAQI MUN, IS STILL OF 

CURRENT INTEREST TO F9I WHICH HAS HIM UNDER PERIODIC OBSERVATION, 

TAYYAR HAS BEEN IN BAGHDAD ON HOLIDAY FOR PAST SEVERAL WEEKS AND FBI 

. HOPES’ HAKE •OPE'RATrON^ To HIM SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN NEW

YORK IN NEXT WEEK OR SO. DURING 25 FEB MEETING WITH FBI COUNTER- 

PARTS, TEMPOS AGAIN REITERATED BKHgRALD INTEREST IN TAYYAR SAYING HE. 

DEFINITELY WOULD LIKE CONTACT TAYYAR IF FOR SOME REASON FBI DECIDED- 

NOT TO, FBI CONTACTS SAID MATTER WOULD BE RESOLVED ONE WAy OF ANOTHER 

IN NEXT FEW WEEKS AND THEY WOULD ATTEMPT ASSIST TERPOS IN THE CONTACT 

IF FBI GAVE TAYYAR UP.

2, FBI ALSO INFORMALLY ASKED FOR TRACES OF FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS/ 

COMPANIES WHICH REF B CONTACT OF TAYYAR (WILLIAM A P I K I A N) HAS 

CONTACTED RE PURCHASING ARMSl 

A, MITCHELL W^BElL, III AND IV

SECRET
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T 031008 EIA365 PAGE 02>02 IN 511214
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defense SYSTEMS .

POWDER SPRINGS GEORGIA.

LNERGO SOURCE SAID WERBELL (EITHER OR -SON) FORMERLY WORKED FOR 

BKHERALD. ALSO MADE OFF THE CUFF REMARK THAT "DEFENSE SYSTEMS- CO" 

•SOUNDED LIKE BkHERALD /RONT” ORGANIZATION.. ’ - '

-Jr.’ v\122_/B,T ^DgM^EW ____ 4^sSS^||gi£S32gsi
'•BELGIUM . . L

: FBI HaS INFO FROM BELGIUM SECURITY THAT LEMMENS AND CO-. IN ■ ' ; '

THE PAST HaS PROVIDED ARmS FOR THE IRA ANO THE BASQUE INDEPENDENCE 

movement.

3, FILI* 201’09182(17. E2 IMPDET .
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by Andrew St George

Capitalist revolution, the ultimate solution •

F
 or- the ‘first time in history, 
the successful managers of 
America’s economy—its en­
trepreneurs, financiers, mer­
chandisers. investors—are

talking rebellion. A kind of 
.rebellion, anyway. There is no cal! 
to subvert the Republic.- only to 
abandon it. In increasing numbers, 
America’s, most affluent and active 
elites arc threatening to withdraw 
their funds, their assets, ultimately 
even themselves and their families 
from the centers of the U.S. econ­
omy, which many of them seem to 
consider done for. Nicholas von 
Hoffman, the acerbic and preter­
naturally foresighted columnist of 
The Washington Post, found that in 
some of mid-America’s best execu­
tive dubs, "There is talk of buying 
gold coins and keeping them in the 
office safe, of owning a piece of land 
to retreat to when the trouble 
starts." The hero of the year’s most 
durable best seller, Toh Can Profit 
Prom a Monetary Crisis, by Harry 
Browne, is "Peter Panic." the quin- • 
(essential American small investor. 
He is in flight from his own na­
tional economy. Transferring every 
penny he owns from U.S. invest­
ments into Swiss banks and South 
African gold stocks, Peter Panic 
practically doubles his worth from 
1970 to '73; then he is ready to 
take the most important ste;^— to 
find himself a secluded rural retreat 
to weather the nation’s coming 
troubles.

But retreat "here* That’s the 
basic problem none of these doom- 
savors grapples with. A seven­
ty -five-thousand-dollar-a-year man 
who pulls up lock, sU<k and bond

^O ISQUlPt. HPRUARr / •/ 7.5

investments to move to a secluded 
farmhouse may find there a mea- 
sure of protection from random 
violence—^or he may find, if real 
trouble starts, that in his isolation 
he’s utterly defenseless.

Unless, of course, he has planned 
ahead—as far ahead and as care­
fully as the originators of what one 
can only call, for the moment, the 
Abaco Plan (it remains .to be seen 
by events, of course, whether the 
Abaco planners were as wise and 
prescient as they were farsighted 
and careful). The originators of 
the Abaco idea were the first to im­
plement the urge to abandon Amer­
ica with a concrete design, includ­
ing a destination, provision for per­
sonal and financial safety, monetary 
reward and even a Utopian social 
program. Though the men behind 
Abaco are nearly the opposite of 
the commune-seekers of the late 
Sixties and early Seventies, their 
objectives arc much the same. They 
seek a way out and a return b» 
fundamental values, but their most 
fundamental value is the proposi­
tion that each of them should be 
many times a millionaire, untrou­
bled by inflation.

By the time you read this, the 
men of Abaco may have necom- • 
p!i>hrd the first stage.- vf their pro- • 
gram (in which case you will have 
read ahcit them in the newspa­
per* >—or they may have failed and 
be in the process of regrouping. 
But I’d like you ?•» meet them a* I 
did. at a lunch in Washington, 9.C., 
last May.

"Ctf 'Ilaria *' and fat >*ip the d^gs 
<dWc»"? .

. No. sir! Not here in puke Zei- 
bert’s plate you don’t; this well- 
bred Washington restaurant admits 
no animals. Not even if they’re 
wearing eighty-dollar Church’s 
shoes. Not even if they happen to 
be the familiar old two-legged war 
hounds who were made immortal in 
the Shakespearean line, and who 
are being made fashionable again 
this year by the success of Fred­
erick Forsyth’s latest book. The 
bog? of Wat.

Here we are in 1974, murky, 
angst-ridden, confusing old ’74, and 
with Forsyth’s novel a best seller, 
hailed as "soon to be a major mov­
ie,” deferentially praised for its 
"reportorin! realism.” inure and 
more people are talking about "the 
dogs of war” as if they knew what 
the phrase meant: an international 
conspiracy of financiers and killer 
commandos who wage mercenary 
mini-wars in the quest for maxi- 
payoffs. What nonsense! A drink at 
Duke Zei beet’s polished bar will 
give us a better view of reality 
than Fred Forsyth’s collected 
works.

Take Mister Mitchell Livingston 
WerBe’.l here, a ruddy, jovial, mous­
tached chap, sipping his prepran- 
dial Tanqueray martini extra dry. 
It’s obvious that if there were any­
thing doggy or Ik/Hicoae about Wer- 
Bell, he wouldn’t be lunching where 
he is—at the head cf the old Duke’s 
prue front corner table,

Or take the tall, well-tailored 
nun sitting next t«» WcrEcll. It is . 
plain nt a glance that hr looks and 
-—hating just bcm ovcrhcaid ask­
ing, “May I have the pickles, 
please?"—sounds like a patrician



I»ndon clubman. And tlia/j just 
what he is: b.liert Hamilton. Kar­
on of Belhaven and Stenton. a dis­
tinguished member of the House 
of Ixmls.

tn fact, a good look at the Icg- 
' enifary Mitch WerBdl—millionaire 

firearms tycoon, designer of the 
world’s best muzzle silencer,, ad­
venturer. friend of dictators and 
C.I.A-. ’agents, manipulator of the 
luck of small nations—--and at the 
seven men who' are his luncheon 
guests today reminds us that, in 
real life, the strategy of private 

. wars demands. first of all. finesse.
'.\<Iri: Forsyth's-telling, "the dogs of 

’ war" get together only to make 
hard-boiled conversation about 
"knocking off an entire republic” 
with the aid of World War II ma­
chine pistols laboriously concealed 
in oil drums. WerBell’s world is 

.: different. A top executive;, of De- 
- feiue.lServices International, Mili­

tary ' Armaments Corporation.and 
Sionica Inc., he design's and manu­
factures his own-weaponry, which 
are recognized all over the world 
as the most sophisticated small 
arms obtainable. ■ Having acquired 
a taste for irregular warfare as an 
O.S.S. commando leader behind 
Japanese lines in World War It, 
WerBell is rumored- to have taken 
a hand iii a long string of mini­
wars since then, from the South 
Chi.ta Sea to the Caribbean and the 
Mediterranean. But WerBell frowns 
on t rass badinage, especially with 
food. At Zeibert’s the table talk is 
mostly—about gastronomy today, in 
part because the dill sours and soft- 
shell crabs are truly remarkable, in 
part because the host at the neigh­
boring table is Clifton Daniel, the 
silver-haired Washington bureau 
chief of The New York Times.

But by the time coffee nnd Cour- 
voisier arrive. Daniel and his party 
depart WerBell lights a finely 
veined Montecruz double corona. "I 
talked to the island today," he says, 
and suddenly the table is all atten­
tion.

f
he island"—that’s what this 
lunch is all about. The island 
is Abaco; not yet an inde­
pendent republic, nor a center 
of commerce and finance, but 
by no means a negligible 
coral hump, either. In fact, Abaco 

is the Mvenil-briiest landmass in 
the Bahamas—Great Abaco and 
Little Abaco, surrounded by a 
sprinkling of small reefs and cays, 
over seven hundred square miles 
of fertile tropical paradise. Miuh 
WerBei! ami his gu»-.-ts have come 
to Washington to discuss a project

straight out of a Forsyth script: 
the take-over of Abaco—an action 
that will allow these men to get 
themselves and their money profit­
ably out of the U.S.

To be sure, any resemblance to 
popular fiction stops short with the 
basic idea. Commando politics is 
dead. It will no longer do to breakl 
open a case of bootleg hand gre-l 
nades and storm the palace. In fact, ' 
Abaco has no palace. What it does 

■ have is six to seven thousand native 
inhabitants who lead lives ranging 
from quiet stagnation to mute 
poverty.

.To be conquered, Abaco must be 
attacked—that fundamental, aspect 
of territorial expansion has not 
changed in four thousand years— 
but in an age of psychological war­
fare, ' motivational research, sub­
liminal propaganda and behavior 
modification, the tactics must be 
different. WerBell’s first assault on 
Abaco has been psychological,’ With 

■ great skill and ruthless persuasive- 
nessi the citizens of Abaco are con­
vinced, step by step, that they must 
become an independent nation; that 
becoming an independent nation is 
fhe greatest, most rewarding thing 
in the .whole wide worid: that it is 
they, the citizenry of Abaco,-who 
must urgently . need and demand 
and fight for status as a self-gov­
erning commonwealth.

“I talked to the island for.almost 
an hour this morning." WerBell re- . 
peats gently, now that everyone 
around the table is watching him 
with close attention. "They finally 
got the slips. They’ve already dis­
tributed half of them. They’ll make 
a one-spot run this weekend and see 
how they score. They think it’ll be 
sixty to sixty-five percent’’

No translation is needed. As the 
Watergate tapes have demonstrat­
ed, men who share a secret scenario 
come to share a secret language, as 
if by osmosis. WerBell’s remarks 
reveal that he has had a king-dis­
tance conversation’ this morning 
with one of his chief operatives on 
Abaco, using a clear phone line— 
i.e., a connection involving untapped 
phone numbers. <Tf the conversa­
tion had not involved a key agent 
on Abaco, and if -the phone hud 
been suspect, the conversation 
would have been brief.!

The agent on the island —most 
likely C. R. •’Chuck" Hall who has 
served as WerBell’s principal o;.“-r- 
ative on Abaco during mo-t of the 
bummer of lliit—reported that the 
special courier who occasionally ar­
rives from Miami aboard a small 
amphibian seaplane, bringing con- ’ 
sigiunents which the Nassau au­

thorities are not snp:n$ed to see. 
had delivered a shipment .of blank 
survey for ms. These polling-slips, 
devised by a prestigious l’^. opin­
ion-research firm, are to monitor 
sentiment on Abaco in favor of in- 
dependence—not just once, but 
week by week, as WerBeli’s psywar 
campaign unfolds.

Furthermore. WerBei1 learned 
this morning that a teat sampling 
focused on a single Abaeo settle­
ment, perhaps Marsh Harbour or 
Fox Town, had been scheduled by 
his agents on Abaco for the coming 
weekend. The organizers expected 
to poll between sixty- and sixty-five 
percent in favor of independence— . 
an impressive score, reflecting the ’ 
fact that the covert political cam­
paign of WerBell and. Co. is in its 
sixth month.

*M*e-people aeriw? They 
are indeed—not merely se- 
f^u’ ^t experienced, pow- 
erful and farsighted. Three 
°f WerBell’s luncheon

■STal guests are former C.I.A. ca­
reer officers, all three recently re- . 
tired, from its clandestine services, 
branch, where they acquired in­
valuable experience in the manipu­
lation. dismantling and rearranging 
of governments. John Muldoon, who 
is WerBell’s principal agent in 
Washington, has served as a PolAd 
—a political adviser—in Vietnam 
and Africa. Walter Macke n has 
seen similar duty in a nua.lwr of 
Southeast Asian countries, and Ted 
Roussos, a tanned, greying man, 
has been a senior C.I.A. clandestine 
services official in the Mediterra­
nean—Italy, the Balkans, above all 
Greece— for u!-;ast twenty years 
before he retired last year to join, 
ostensibly, the management of the 
Astor, Washington’s best Greek 
restaurant, long owned by his 
family.

These men are not war hounds or 
gunslingers. Their ethos and trios 
thrust not toward violence but 
toward eontrot. They are technetron- 
ic conflict managers^—planners, or­
ganizers. and only occasionally the 
manipulators of violent action. Mui- 
doen is a tali, pink, deep-chested 
Irishman faithfully cast in the mold 
from which most of the chief in? 
spectors of Urge American p>li>e 
departments stem to spring. Miick- 
cm looks like an Ivy League grad­
uate instructor, blond, button-down, 
horn-rimmed, alert, with a Hong 
Kong Racquet Club tie to match 
hi> n:ivy blazer.. The pi;*-sm»king 
Roussos, in his flawlessly cut En­
glish tropicals, demonstrates what 
the French mean when they say

st tvyuint’ u’Bitursr 3^
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distingue—the aging Charles Boyer 
plunked in a spy scenario, looking 
not so much the part of James Bond 
as his enigmatic superior. M. A!', 
three, follow WerEeU's briefing with 
small nods and half smiles of ap­
proval.

WerBell talks on. his eyes on the 
pearl-grey ash of .his cigar, his 
growly voice low. There's work to 
be done—lots of it The day known 
as U.D.I.—that is, the date when 
Abaco breaks away from-the Com-' 
monwealthofthe Bahamas, the 

■ Unilateral Declaration-of Indepen- 
dence—is tentatively set for Xei’ 
Year’s Day of 1975. The operations 
required to seize, control of the is­
land have been disguised as the 
"uprising’.’ of an "autonomous, lo­
cally organized independence meve- 
merit” with such amazing skill that 

;-. none of the world's major press has 
repotted what is going bn.. A number 
of seemingly local organizations 
and deceptively “ad hoc” groups 
have sprung up to handle those ac­
tivities that canriot be kept from 
public view—propaganda, organiza­
tion,, and so forth. There are: the 
Abaco Independence Movement 
(known as A.I.M;); the Abaco De­
velopment Council; Friends of 
Abaco; the "Prosperity ’74" Eco­
nomic Conference on Abaco.

Every one of these cover organi­
zations has been clandestinely cre­
ated, financed and managed from 
WerEeU’s headquarters in Powder 
Springs, a suburb of Atlanta. To 

' coordinate their activities—propa­
ganda, recruitment, proselytization, 
the importation of distinguished

guest .qeakers from the US. who 
preach the independence gospel but­
tressed by a variety of economic 
ard political promises—n carefully 
camouflaged “forward headquar­
ters" has been set up in Mian::. A 
large, deceptively suburban house 
at 16C6 S.W. Twelfth Street hides 
a high-powered SSB.radio station, 
a “dispatch center" for handling 
cargo traffic with Abaco via a small 
seaplane, and a halfway house for 
promising independence ■ militants 
who are discreetly 'flown to Miami. 
On arrival, the. independence ac­
tivists are either enrolled in politi­
cal indoctrination courses held in 
Miami, or, having been provided 
with plane tickets under various 
rover names, they are flown farther 
north to a training base nccrAt- 
luta. where they receive paramili­
tary training tinder -the command 
of- a former U.S. infantry officer, . 
CoL Robert Bayard.

Co!.'Bayaid. a tall, leathery man 
in the Gary Cooi>er mold, with grey 
eyes and a shock of reddish brown 
hair, is the officer in charge of “spe­
cial personnel." Young, muscular, 
unattached: Abaconian independence 
enthusiasts, whose commitment to 
the cause of U’.D.I. is especially 
strong, are given seven weeks of 
supersecret instruction in the use 
of small arms, demolition devices­
and other commando skills at the 
proving grounds of Mitch Wer- 
Bed's arms company. Proving 
grounds’ Well, WerBell makes 
plenty of gadgets that bear testing, 
flis companies produce a deadly 
sniper rifle, "accurized," automat­

ed. utterly silent, with the built-in 
capability of plugging a beer can at 
a thousand yards—“We guarantee 
flri much," says WerBell—and a 
special sighting device which en- 

. ables the rifleman to fix his target 
day or night. With Gordan Ingram. 
WerBell has designed and produces 
the incredible Ingram, a miniitun 
ized submachine gun no larger 
than the familiar..45 service auto­
matic. eight hundred rounds per 
minute, the whole shooting match 
about as noisy as a very fast Ping­
Pong match—“pac . . ,-pac . .. pac- 
pacpac"—the barrel is a patented. 
WerBell silencer. There is plenty of 
“sophisticated equipment” to test. 
But among visitors who have been 
invited there more than “once, the 
place—electronic security fencing, 
the dog patrols, the imperious warn­
ing sighs, the helipad for combat 
choppers, the airstrip for the com­
pany Learjet—among people who 
call Mitch by his first name, the 
place is known as “the farm."

BTOraining special personnel is a 
rigorous regime, and CoL 

t ] Bayard keeps himself in 
11 shape; at Zeibert’s he takes 
F J grilled liver and a single 

beer, and lunches in silence, 
seldom intervening in the discus­
sion. occasionally glancing at his 
wrist chronometer—he must be 
back at the form by nightfall, and 
as a mere colonel, he must "flycom-- 
mercial"—no Learjets pre-warnied 
on the ready strip.

Setting out the final phases of 
the Abaco take-over campaign. Wer-

Abaco’s head honcho: mil­
lionaire, ideologue and phi­
losopher Michael C. Oliver.

Ah. yes. the seven thousand native inhabitants; after the 
revolution, every Abaconian will get a certificate like this 
one, worth one acre of homestead land absolutely free.



Bell sounds as smooth!} -nd [day- children all together, one percc of providentially, at this critical June- 
fully Machiavellian as the senior their own land. Who will decide ture in mid J 97-1. Michael C-Oliver
account executive of a medium^ 
slzhl ad agency' plotting a tricky 
but not really utake-or-br/ck media 

• blitz:',The support of the locals is 
essential; "To.get it, we're gonna 

' chafige-theirself-image." It's easy; 
„ just' listen. .We're gonna use only 

■the truth: Abaconians think of 
■ . themselves ... \ well, as people of 
■ modest means. Th reality, they’re... 
..- beggars hunkered.oh’ a mouniain’bf.

gold. .And this is by. no meahs-ah- 
othef hollow hype. No effectivepsy- 

’; war concept is.
Stretching across the central and 

southern reaches of Abaco there.are 
300,000—1/<ree. h i<ndred thousand— 
acres of . undeveloped prime land, 
potentially, and by nd .means unre­
alistically. worth hundreds of mil- . 
liohs’of' dollars/This is Virgin'soil. 
Under .British ;coiiinial' rulel,th'ese.- 
weYe'erown lands/re^ for the 
sovereign; and now. iunder the new'- 
ly self-governing Bahamas .Cotn- 

■.monirealth,: administered by the 
Pindling government in Nassau, 
they’re still government land, strict­
ly ho trespassing for private, citi-. 
zens.

Just suppose, the scenario goes, 
that on January 1, 1975, good old 
torpid hung over "sorry-general- 
the-switchboard-is-closed" New 
Year's Day, Great Abaco and Little 
Abaco and all the lesser cays, reefs 
and coralback adjacent thereto, de­
clare themselves ah independent re­
public. This vast virgin acreage 
would be—up for grabs. Every na­
tive-born Abaconian could line up 
for his divvy.

"WilHhe get it?" asks Ted Rous­
sos at the restaurant.

"Ohoho.-you bet your boots," says
WerEelh "Here, see if I can find 
this stuff. . . .” He flips through his 
attache case, custom-made by Beal's 
of Ixmdr.n. pulls out some gold- 
rimnied. ’elaborately printed bonds. 
"Here.-, ii.the Abaco National Land 
Trust Beneficiary Share Certificate.
And here's, the other gizmo, the 
Land Entitlement Certificate. This 
says every native Abaconian adult 
gets his one-acre homesite free and 
clear after independence. And on 
the beneficiary share, he’ll get some 
of the major lense revenues. Here's 
the tender, lays it all on the line. 
.You’bet they'll get a share. Pro­
vided. the tender says , right here. 
'I'lotidid' that ths political sitna- 
lion in Al-aro is just arid fair.' "

'■Just and fair," says Roussos 
softly. "P: course, just and fair. If
the National l-’ind Whatnot gives 
each native a one-acre homesite. it 
will give them all, man, woman and

' what's >>■«•Rsj fa'r’”
"Ah . . . probably I will.”
There he is . . . the low voice, the 

bony figure in the forty-nine-dollar 
Robert Hall drip-dry suit, the jack­
et bulge between chest and armpit 
contouring not the Tamilian.shoul­
der holster but .a Hewlett-Packard 
minicalculator: Mike Oliver likes 
sitting .at the far end of the table 

' .with a notebook beside the butter 
plate; He has lunched here prudent­
ly and salubriously on nothing but 
cold fish' and iced tea arid with' a 
health-conscious frown for the va­
por of two-dollar cigars, staring in- 

"tently at every speaker in turn, now- 
stating at TedRoussos over the re­
mains. of his cold jellied salmon . 
withthedeepueyededneentration of - 
aman whose daifnohsenses a chal- 
krige. "You have, a good point, a 
sniall point but a good point ’Just’ 
and ‘fair’ are only words until' 
somebody decides what they are 
supposed to mean.' On Abaco," I will 
decide.' That's the big point isn’t 
it?"

Right you are, Mike. Chesty 
Mitch WerBell "and Big Jack Mul­
doon and Smart Walt Mackem and 
Courtly Lord Belhaven in their be­
spoke three-hundrcd-dollar suits 
and club ties and hand-rubbed 
Real's cases, and Bob Bayard in his 
craggy silence, and all the other 
N.C.P. staff (New-Country Project 
is what flint stands for) and special 
personnel drawing contract pay oii 
or about Abaco are ultimately only 
meant to enforcewhat Mike Oliver 
considers just and fair and desir­
able. Ted Roussos knows it, too; he 
resigns from the project the day- 
after the luncheon meeting. But no
one else does. Why should they? 
Mike Oliver is here, after all, not 
just as the founder and constitu­
tional creator of a perfectly seri­
ous American ne-.v-coiintry move­
ment, but in representation of a 
powerful syndicate of financial
backers. It is, above all, Oliver who 
is making independence an immi­
nent reality for the citizens of 
Abaco, most of whom have never 
heoi’d his name.

Hut among the driven, troubled, 
questing financiers of America. 
Oliver is more than a name. To 
many liudnbs leaders he's a mira­
cle worker, a minor prophet on the 
crumbling .walls of the city, a far­
sighted .-.entry registering the ap­
proach of the forces of darkness. 
Eor a s|>e«ter is haunting America
— a new apparition of four space- 
age horsemen: Inflation, Unemploy­
ment, Depression and Chaos. And

in -iswiat-or with vitehel! Wcr 
Bell, offers the driven rich an alter­
native: not just some backcountry- 
hidey-hole, but citizenship and resi­
dence in an entirely new country; a 
newborn commonwealth wholly ded­
icated to the protection of private 

wealth and the survival—indeed, 
the rrrirat—ot the classic free- 
enterprise system.

Long before the Dow hit the five 
hundreds, and coffee went up to 
fifty cents a cup, long before old 
people began eating, dog food and 
farmers dumping .their calves into 
ditches, Mike Oliver foresaw that 
the free-enterprise economy was 
doomed -in—America; It sounded 
strange at first, coming from Mike 
Oliver, this single-minded belief in 
devaluation, decline and faU, for in 
the mid-Sixties the dollar was still 
the fixed star of the economic firma­
ment, the U.S.-economy was boom­
ing, and Oliver himself seemed the 
very embodiment of the American 
dream of success: a European im­
migrant to the U.S. at eighteen, he 
had made his first million by thirty 
freal-estate development construc­
tion) and 1965 saw him living on a 
charming wooded estate in Nevada 
with a pretty wife named Betty and 
three lively children. Approaching 
fifty, .Oliver was the president of 
sever:;! medium-sized corporations, 
a settled, influential community 
leader and the employer of a rav- 
ishingly beautiful secretary named 
Vicky Jo Todd, who was crowned 
Miss Nevada in 1970. Yet for al­
most ten years, where other busi­
nessmen and economists saw only 
progress and prosperity. Oliver di­
vined a long-range trend toward de-
pression and disa-ter.

Worldwide travel and an intense 
reading of economics helped con­
vince him by 1965 that, as he told 
a visitor years later. "They're go­
ing to screw up the money." He 
felt certain that debauchery of the
dollar would lead to political crisis, 
inflation, and ultimately to some 
sort of dictatorship.

"Once I saw* that the,dollar was 
kaput, that whatever the govern­
ment did would only make matters 
worse. I dumped my stocks and 
bonds and switched to a strong 
position in gold coins. Everyone 
laughed, except niy friends; my 
friends said I'd gone crazy. Well, as 
you know;, it turned out that l‘d 
made some pretty sharp bets in the 
money market, and instead of call-
ing to suggest where 1 could get 
some psychotherapy. my friends 
called to tContiuHid on pt ye tsi*

•« iS9<ii»(. rcsauAnr ■
^3}



THE NEW-COUNTRY CAPER
(( .-h;’...•■.: ttu>n f.-i-jr »;'. f a*k where 
I was se’t dig .niy investmvnt tips. And.’ 
w’r.;!v I began making* some real money 
by '•’.’.'•TO, it wasn't because I had good 
financial advice. Just the opposite was 
true: all. the .'.investment*.advisers and 
trust v:'-cvrs an'd analysts and fore* 
casters and market consultants were 
betting. thr other way, they‘ couldn't 
read the handwritingwen when their 
noses were against the wall, and ?o— 
1 bent the market. Let me tell you. not 
many pwplc do. And the way it han- 
.pened. it wasn’t any tips or charts or 
portfolio managers; what really hap- 
pened was that by ll’da l’d become a 

• student—a'rfisnp/r, really—of Profes­
sor. Ludwig von Mises.”

Professor von Mises, the longest-lived 
(ninety-two), most prolific (nineteen 
books) and least self-effacing economist 
of the Austrian School founded .by 
Euhm-Eawerk', died in. 1973 in New 
York-City ( where he’d been-.teaching 
since KUO) just as. after h half cvn-. 
tury of.obscurity and hvglectr his teach­
ings began tn enjoy a renaissance here, 
much th<* way Karl Marx came into 
vogue in Eastern Europe at about the. 
time the siege guns of the Red Army 
became audible in the distance.-

Had more people listened to Von 
Mises in time, there would be more gold 
millionaires like Oliver today, nnd nl- 

. though not many did, the professor’s 
tiny coterie of admirers often compared 
him in epochal stature t<» Karl Marx — 
a M.ux of u’trucvnscrvativc capitalistic 
convictions, of course.

Von Alices was n polymath and his 
teachings are complex, but some of the 
principal doctrines are not difficult to 
grasp.-Von Mises believed that human 
freedom nnd luissrz-fnire capitalism 
were'one and the same thing. He had 
passionate, sacramental faith in the 
mark*-!, not as a mere institution-—the 
sort of vulgar "computer” seen by Key­
nesians which the government can tink- 

■ er with whenever it needs'to—but as a 
metaphysical .process which regulates 
nil human affairs. Much as one cannot 

• hopr t" fix a fine watch with a bung 
starter. Von Mises was convinced that 
govrrirurrt c-'uld not intervene in .eco­
nomic ntfairs, in the providential work­
ings of the market, without causing 
dani.u'r. ‘’Interventionism** was a self- 
deflating, vicious circle: the first gov- 
crnnimtu! intrusion into business neces­
sitated a second to stem the ravages of 
the first, then a third one to undo the 
wor-t c.-n-o^uvnevs of the Second; then 
a fourth intervention to alleviate the 
trauma of the third . . . Von Mises d^ 
jpi'.'l "interventionists.” the whole 
hminh --. sniveling lefty ’.ut of econo­
mist., banker*, policy planners, soebdo- 
gists. Wro advocated gown.mvntal par- 
tirip.,tn>n in cn<itMii<j with an economic 
a-ftct; he even, t.j.i^-vl five public 
education rd-wc the grade-.-chiMj level. 
An-1 Vo?; M.«e* was evangelical in his 
k!.(f that unless mankind learned to 
value. ..■;-••': and defend laisser fane 
cap:tab.-m a* its paramount social sys­
tem. i: vj* headed for chaos and

blend if fine imp.ntd ;ind <J<>nxxicn .Imccos 
lh.it give you riil fiavur. SJti4ying t.i>te.
It's one Ix-.iutifui snicking experience.

AntonioYCIeojxitnL
f$QUI»£ FfAHUAR* J51
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Chao* and tyranny—that is iMs^t 
Mike Oliver foresaw n* early as »..,.'.. 
the inevitable result of Anifrica’s “in­
terventionist” and “collectivist” fiscal 
debauchery. That he made million* of 
dollar* in gold profit* along the way did 
nut really reassure Oliver, it merely’ 
Confirmed hi* premonitions. Of course, 
the protit* .helped: to .people who tend 
IL «hi.<k in icnju di jw.o- thd «*. 
most of u*—they'sermed .tn prove that. 
Oliver had something.

To tell the world what he had, Oliver 
wrote a book in 19W: X Xrw Coatti- 

. Infirm ./or a Xcw Countrff. Printed 
• privately, never noticed in a book re-, 

view, written in pedestrian declaratory 
style, the book has thus far sold 19.400 
copies through the mail—proving that’ 
there does * exist that contradictory 
thing, a genuine underground best 
setter. • . . ‘ ’

.The subtitle on the cover reads: “Has 
the Time Come To Abandon the United 
States?" Oliver's answer is a firm . 
“Yes." The book tells why, and how. 
“The United States'can no longer, be * 
Saved from severe crisis. . . . Though 
not yet under complete tyranny, preva­
lence of totalitarian ideas and increased .

; use of suppressive measures prove that 
the end'of freedom is in sight, (in 
America^' 7 . . [Only] those who' ar-
range for^a timely departure will.es- 

^ cape the'connng horror;’*
"The book is not a tract; it's a plan of 

aetiun. If Ludwig voh Mises is indeed 
the Kori Marx of monetary libertarian­
ism. and Harry Browne, the best-setting 
author who invented Peter Panic, .per­
haps its Bakunin, its prolific pan-de- 
structionist, then Mike Oliver is its 
Fidel C.stro—the ultimate militant 
who rede lines the doctrine in terms of 
total action. Browne's book, advocating 
that self-sufficient people withdraw to 
“retreat homes” for safety, ho* snow­
balled into an all-season best seller; but 
it's Mike Oliver-who is about'.to show, 
them how to do it.’? •

“The person with self-respect has a 
right to preserve his life and freedom," 
Oliver's book reassure.* the reader. "But 
he hns no duty to stay in a country 
whose government policies will destroy 
him.”

The country Oliver is describing isn’t 
Nazi Germany; history.is a cruel joker 
—this time around, it's the United 
States. “Means for effective action to 
save freedom in the United States in 
the foreseeable future no longer exist. 
Thus, the freedom-loving person has 
no choice: leave, or be destroyed.”-

Fortunately, “a surprising number 
of nearly uninhabited, yet quite suit­
able places for establishing a new coun-. 
try stitt exist. . .. . The exact location 
of the new country cannot be revealed 
at this tir..e. Yet, one ha* hut to look nt 
the western hemisphere to find that 
places for e*tabli*hiitg a new, fttir-tiztd 
country still exist.”

And now, that “fair-sized country” 
hns been found. It* conquest i* within 
Mike Oliver's reach. How things have 
changed in the few yea is since 19GS! A 
powerful consortium of frightened new- 
country seekers, wealthy iind influen­
tial men who would have laughed at
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Mike Oliver’s stricture* t short while 
ap>, orc jupiwrlinj hi* campaign with 
money and anything rise that might l»* 
required. Whatever .you nerd. Mike: 
jii.d say the’Word. Mike. And the m«--t 
important acqui.-itron of Oliver's w>1f. 
endnwed-Now-Cuur.try Project ha* h‘*rn 
the meeting and the alliance with- Mitch' 
WcxBeir and hit semi-buMno.s*. para, 
mji.irv urgai.iratio/.. New it’s the 
Oliver-WcrPell organization, nt least n» 
far a* Abaco is concerned. Special 
personnel arc interviewed, recruited, 
briefed: Walter Mackem,- the scholarly 
young cx-C.LA. officer leaves for the 
Bahamas on' his first assignment, Big 
John Muldoon rent* a suite in the La­
fayette Building in midtown Washing­
ton, Kaiph McMullen is dispatched to 
Miami, along with a pale, quiet former 
British .intelligence officer known only 

• as Grant who is a communications spe­
cialist,hired to run wireless traffic with 
the 'AVerBeli-Oliverorpniution’s. agent 
network oh Abaev . . . coded wireless 
traffic.- five-digit groups and all that 
jaii thejvay a proper intelligence sta 
tion does it. The Skeptical Ted Roussos 
is soSnreplaced with another U.S. ex- 
intelligence ’ officer wh« is hot merely 
enthusiastic, this lean, young hard- 
charger. named. Charles Boyle, he is, 
best of all black; off he goes to work
among the silent', sun-wrinkled fisher­
men and lobster.trappers of Abaco.'

And yet .whw-but Mike Oliveris des­
tined to comprehend it. to encompass it, 
to direct it nil? Who but Oliver under­
stands that the campaipi for Abaco is 

.hut another banana-republic land grab, 
that this is an ideological, yes, a moral 
movement? Who makes sure that the 
ideas of free enterprise and unfettered 
market capitalism find some expression 
in every leaflet, pamphlet or newsletter 
that the Oliver-WerBell organization 
produces fur distribution on Abaco? 
AIM DEMANDS CONSTITUTION AL CHANCES 
WHICH WILL ELIMINATE THE- TOWER OF 
GOVERNMENT TO ARBITRARILY LIMIT FER- 
SONAL RIGHTS? AIM DEMANDS AN IMME­
DIATE END TO GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP 
AND CONTROL OF BUSINESS ENTERPRISES. 
AIM DEMANDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
’LAND TRUST!’

Do the silent, bare-legged men and 
women of Abaco really demand all this? 
Why ask? Mike Oliver has it all thought 
out for them. Atitrar uf a remote-con­
trolled independence scenario, he mean* 
to be a ton patron—not just the remote 
manipulator, but in time the efficient 
and productive manager of the affair* 
of Abuco. One question remains to be 
settled here »t lunch. *

“We are sure that our special person­
nel will seize and hold control on Abaco 
when U.D.L came*," Oliver say*; turn­
ing directly t° Lord Belhaven. “V. hat 
I’m still worried about is the attitude of 
the British government. The Findling 
regime in Nassau wilt urge military in­
tervention by the British when they re­
alize that their constabulary is no match 
for uur men. We want to be »uir that 
intervention dur.*'not take place. l>o pm 
think you can do it?”

l.ord Belhaven is an urbane, unflap­
pable Veteran of over ten year* in the 
House ut land*. He is nn enormuu* im-

3.n

p^-nvrment ever the first British W-by- 
.! Oliver attempted t« retain t»* repre- 

■sent the intere.*:* of the Ahnco cam- 
paign in London—n Scotsman named 
Colin MdcheU vi:h a reputation fur b«*- 
ing r»w-nn.temper*-! and oirrl^irin- a 
late lieutenant cM»»nrl of the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders who was 
serving a term tn Parliament a* a Con­
servative.

Colin “Mad Mitch" Mitchell was a 
shock. Brought ever to WrrBrH’j At­
lanta estate on the usual rJ1-rxpensr*- 
paid trip to meet some of Abaco's spoa- 
Mirs. Mitchell turned out tu be nhrasiv/ 
•nd relentlessly acquisitive. To help 
Abaco along, he wanted a large fee .... 
a very large fee. HU’ visit was not a 
success.

Urd Belhaven is different. Keeping 
an eye oh Oliver, calmly but a* care­
fully os the American is watching Atm, 
he decides not to explain the complexi­
ties, of influencing Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment. “Oh, absolutely." he tell* Oli­
ver with an encouraging smile. "Not to 
worry. I don't think I^ndon really cares 
what happens in the Bahamas, you 
know—too many 'bloody miseries at 
home..I've already tabled a question oo 
Abaco for next week in the House, and 
we'll keep up the pressure, 1’JI promise 
you.that. By the time V.U.I. is due . . , 
ho, .1 don’t think we should worry too 
much about serious .trouble from Izn-/ 
dorn” • .

“Well, U.O.L is nil set: New Year's 
Day,"say* Oliver. Hi*.face is suddenly 
different; the intense stare turns into a 
warm, almost affectionate grin. "Until 
then, good luck, everybody, and back to 

.work. There’s lot* to be done.”

T
he men rise in silent agrwmcr*. The
Titchgctpr^k i* over: within twen­

ty-four hour* the Oliver-WerBell orga­
nization i* back in high gear. The path 
to U.D.I. is lined with n thousand tasks; 
connections to be coupled, mingled pa-, 
rmnetcr* separated, contingencies re­
planned, “operat:onaf'Capab'ifities” td be 
“actuated."

Robert Anthony Carmichael Hamil­
ton, thirteenth Baron of Belhaven and 
Stentun. jet* back to London overnight, 
pensively sipping Isle of Islay Scotch in 
a front-cabin V.I.P. seat. A fortnight or 
so is spent planning and tabling mo­
tion*, and on June Id, at half past two 
cf the clock, with the House of UrJs 
reassembled after the Whitsun retrss, 
the Lord Chancellor on the Woolsack, 
the Bishup nf Portsmouth having read 
the proper prayers, knl Belhaven rise* 
to address the peers nf the realm in a 
vuice of singular gravity:

“My IxtrJ*. I beg have to ask the 
Question which stands in my name on 
the Order Paper. The (Question was a* 
follows: To ask Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment what representations tiny intend 
to make, t*» the Government nf the Ba­
hamas urging them tv cense their ha- 
in.«mvnt of the people of'Abaru."

knl Gonmny.Rolcrh, parliamenta­
ry undersecretary °‘ ’•tide, bland* to re­
spond for the government: “My Ixinh, 
(hr Abaco Island* are an integral pare 
of the Femnu-nwealth nf the Bahamas, 
which became an independent »u\erei*;u



Stale <»n July 10.' 1073. It would t«« 
therefore. be appropriate for H«r M;.. 
p?ty'j Government in Ike L’nod King- 
darn to sr*k .to intervene in- the interr^l 
i^ir* of the Bahama!."

bnl.JWhaven and Sfenton: “My 
Lnrd< L thnnk ihe noble-Lord for that 
reply and appreciate what'he says. . , .” 
And although-the people of Abaco hove 
r.ot, on the recent record, demonstrably 
suffered harassment, and Lord Belha­
ven knows it, there isa subliminal sense 
in which it's al! quite.true. To lure the 
government into proclaiming and reit­
erating the principle of nonintervention 
in the newly independent Bahamas • is 
one of th? subtler goals of Lord Belha­
ven’s strategy.

Lord Gorohwy-Rdberts is densely, 
grat t fy indyenerpetic about it all: “M y 
Lords, this is the ease of ah indepen­
dent country. . . . My Lords, indepen-' 
denee is independence.'’ If that dictum 
hardens' into, dogma, if only by sheer 
force of repetition, the OHver-WerBel! 

. organization will -have a free hand ph 
• Abaco: .Washington,.for-its part, is not 
<likely e.ven'td considerariterverition. In. 
. the hieanwhile, Lord Ikiharer. h'ss^onc* 

again/a^ bn a number of previous oc­
casions. impressed upon the House of 
Lords that the plucky, oppressed little 
Abaco swjfers.

In Powder’Springs. Georgia, where 
. Col. Bayard is sweating five special per­

sonnel .trainees from Abaco down at the 
•machine-gun range behind the fishpond* 
of Mitch WerBell's farm, it is nine 
o’clock in the morning. Dusty, strained, 
popeyed from the jabbing of rapid-fire 
recoil.*, the colonel nnd his boys, whose 
diurnal “duty tour” begins at six a.m., 
take u break. In boxy little electric carts 
of the sort used by golfers, they roll si- 

- kn’ly across the close-cropped lawn of 
the WerBell estate, up to the manor 
house where they draw “midmorning 
rations”—country ham sandwiches, pe­
can biscuits, cold milk in fourtcm-ounce 
glasses. Then it’s down to the rifle 
rang? for three hours of marksmanship 
instruction with a remarkable training . 
device devised by WerBell himself: a 
standard 7.62 N.A.T.O. military rifle 
converted to fire .22 long-rifle cartridges. 
It’s a !uw-cost, low-noise. practically re- 
coil-free way to teach a man how to hit 
a Dr Tepper can nt seventy-five yards 
with a military firearm, and it works: 
the meh who make it through this drill 
■ re thereafter known, in the special 
WerBrllian nomenclature compounded 
from the lingo of World War H, Korea. 
Vietnam, and the intelligence establish­
ment’s invisible war. as “sniper quali­
fied." They are, too.

5:c hundred mile* or so southward as 
the courier plane Pte.-, the Oliver-Wer- 
IWI organization's Miami headquarters 
i* hurumuig with activity. Vicky Jti 
Todd, the Ung-legged, nu Iting-dianmnd- 
vyrd Mijs Nwnda of ll»70—who. hav­
ing m.irricd one of M.-kr Oliver's youn;: 
vice-presidents, is now km»wn nonpro- 
f«-*smnally as Mrs. Ralph McMullen — i? 
hu-> preparing a ’•packet pickup” fiu 
the pilot who make- the biweekly liai- 
*m-p!anc run to Abaco. Into the carr- 
h;J» mn'king-tnpvd cargo- cartons go 
letters to agent* on Abacu; spare parts

fur a shortwave seton the blink;'books 
{Ayr Rand' For th* Xrw !f<!f llcctKalY‘, 
park?<’?.* of bumper •tickers and wind­
shield stickers for punri trtfck* apostro- 
•phizing the Pindhng government's in- 
competence and corruption, written by 
Oliver’s executive assistant Daw Scholl; 
and bunches of other goodies best 
shipped directly and informally since 
they would only annoy the Bahamas 
government’if'spotted passing through 
the regular customs channels.

Two weeks have passed since that ta­
ble d’hute at Duke Zeibert’s, and Mike 
Oliver,-having flown more than twenty 
thousand .miles, is back in Washington' 
.at' the Gramercy Inn (single room, 
$28.50) talking on the .phone to Mitch 
WerBell. who is also bock Jr. Washing­
ton but at the grand luxe Madison .Ho­
tel (Monroe Suite,.$95 daily). Oliver is 

•'expecting an .'important visitor-impor­
tant because. however well devised and 
executed the Abaco plan may be, it can-, 
not succeed without investors and colo­
nists—hew citizens for an all-new coun­
try. This afternuonthere is. to be -i; 
“participant briefing** for just such \B;: 

-prospect.-. He is Frank^Bond of Balti­
more, owner of Holiday. Spas,- a far- 
flung' physical-culture chain." Bond, a 
spectacularly successful, young tycoon 
known to hold strung libertarian views, 
has expressed his interest in buying a 
share of the Abaco project, and .1 am 
able to sit in.on the briefing while Oli­
ver explains his dreams for the future 
of Abaco.

Frank Bond arrives late, after eleven 
nt night, accompanied by a short, grey-' 
ing lawyer and* an -air of coiled impa­
tience. Bund is young, unexpectedly 
young for a r*plf-niadt millionaire, slim, 
durk, dressed in a black suit which 
looks rich but somehow too noHrenn. He 
has already had at least one long talk 
with Oliver, but the attorney, as he 
puts it, “knows from nulling” about 
Abaco. It's just as well, for assembled 
to greet the two potential, participants 
there arv Col. Bayard, Mitch WerBell 
and of course Oliver—a synergized trio 
wound up to deliver a sucko briefing.

The lawyer begin* with the usual 
question about Abac** ns a potential (aX 
shelter, and Oliver fields it with prac­
ticed ease.

“Keep in mind what we arc buiMing 
on Abaco is not a tax-shelter nation,” 
he says. “It’s a tax-free riatiun. Have 
you rend any of our planning papers? 
Have you seen my book? The constitu­
tion? No? Well, maybe Frank told you” 
— the lawyer shakes hi? head dubious­
ly. “Anyhow, basically what »? are 
structuring on Abaco is this . . . maybe . 
I better read it to you from the consti­
tution . . . 'Frtambl*: H e. th* people of 
Abaco* . . . and so un . . . here *. . . flat 
the only ttttf tut A proper duuctio* *f 
yiirr>»<if>Cnt in to protect Us ettf:*** 
front finer <"”' ftai'tl. aud that th>* 
ffovrrHtttfttt it honift t<> tHuf function 
ohIp* And here on .the next page; 
'tlf>i'rrnu>ri<t >• li.f-l'cd fo pruh chon 
ayffi»»f !“>tr t>»tl fraud, ord wap not 
int/w If*H fCml or r**m>wir structure 
rtpiiii (tun pei*r>t>* eV mtltif'f Within it* 
jin i-dictf,, , , / bwaUM’. Vou ^cr. we 
say here further doo n tnat government

’ ; 3n

jl^. . Aired $;< participants to protect 
i ■ pron^cl rights ogaidst erternai 
aud internal tSrce and fraud.* ”

“Whst you mean to say . . .” says the 
lawyer.
• “Writ for instance, you see what we 
mean if you co tu page thirty-eight.” 
Oliver overrides him. “Here Article 
Twenty-seven say* —this is Fiscal Mat- 
fees—that ’Ae goremutent agree#, 
branch or Irrel sboll puts any law, reg­
ulation or oiler restriction with the ef­
fect of estabitfhinp o legal tender or 
otherwise requiring the acceptance of 
any form of money, currency, coin or 
other medium of recharge; except at 
provided bp voluntary contracts or bp 
mutual content voluntarily arrived at 
between person* or ratifies.’ And here, 
down at paragraph four: 'The financ­
ing of government activities shall be ac­
complished by voluntary payment of 
premiums by persons wishing to partici­
pate in the services of government. . . .’ 
Do you follow what thia means? First 
off:, the government of the independent 
Republic of Abaco will-have no power 
to* issue money. This is very important, 
more important than . . * Frank knows 
how. important this is. Private financial 
houses will issue all bur money and 
'they’ll guarantee it. There will be no 
Federal Deposit Insurance on Abaco, no 

.government loan guarantees or. banking 
regulations. Nothing like the Federal 
Reserve. No central bank, as you 
can See—no central bank,- no involve­
ment with the international Monetary 
Fund.”

“The money will be backed in gold,** 
says the lawyer questioning!)'.

“The money will be in gold, at least 
some of it.” says Oliver. “Sonic of us 
who Were the first participants have 
drawn up the charter for a bank, and 
we will issue the ’rand,’ the basic unit 
containing .23 troy ounces of gold—a 
handy medium-sized coin worth about 
fifty dollars at present rates. Xr.nied 
after Ayn Rand, you understand, not 
after the South African rand. There’ll 
be quarter? and perhaps quintals, the 
quintal worth just about ten dollars. 
Then of course we ll have to have paper 
money, baek-J either in gold <>r other 
stable a.vrt*. Al! fully gold-convertible 
—yuu want your wages in gold, you 
just pay the issuer a visit.”

“And if an issuer defaults . . .” says 
the lawyer softly.

"They won’t default.” says Oliver. 
“The assets will have to be there, cover­
ing the value of the issue, and if there’s 
any funny business, it's long jail terms 
tor everybody and his accountant—that 
would be lirjtJik’w fraud. But of 
course srM-rrguiation will probably 
suggest that, issuers carry bankruptcy 
insurance f-r triple safety—privately 
written in.-urance. mind you.”

“And public -erviers— I’m thinking of 
the pulicr. the judge*, garbage Collec­
tion, you know what I mean — tho>e Will 
be fin.iiii'nl by whom?” a-k- the lawyer.

•'They'll be financed by voluntary 
premium-.’* -ay* Oliver. “Voluntary in 
Ihr sm-c that y««u ro shopping volun- 
tar i’.y — m-^sly j anl<* hnmkufS at you 
tu make y.»u b-jy gr<*crr:< «. b.ul p-u buy 
wmr pl.'l th* -aiur. u wk after week..
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Those who pay the yearly premiums 
.will be known a* 'participants* -nd 
they’ll be entitled to the jervic ne 
g^'t-mment provides: thow who .ton’t. 
won't be. Whatever service.* private 
business can provide competitively will 
he left to private enterprise."

“LtKe the police?" the lawyer .smites. 
“There’s a cute deal—if you don’t pay 
your p-vnuums. they can’t arrest you 
for overtime parking.”

"Well, no. Not really." says Oliver. 
"They can’t arrest you for overtime 

. parking atfyhuu\ because this govern­
ment won'; have the right to tell you 
hour long you should‘stop your car at 
the curb—<-why should it? But if you’re 
guilty' of force or fraud, youll-be ar­
rested whether you are a paid-up'par- 
ticipant or nvt.' What a nonparticipant 
won’t have will be the right to conduct 
civil litigation, to set up a surrogate 
trust, to collect damages on a torL and 
so fort^** ~ .
- "What sort of a government will it 

'-. be, anyhow?" asks Bond, "( mean as an 
organisation. How will it be run?"

' "Weil, in some ways it'll run just like 
the government here,? says Olivet 

.. "Just like’ the.>U.S: .Government.. The 
.^ constitution calls for a bieameral legis- 

/Uture. An assembly elected on a pro-' 
portions! basis and a senate. And there, 
you see, the similarity stops. Abaco will 
have no foreign, service like the State

' Department, only trade representatives 
in countries where business demands it.

■ It will have no.public school system. 
• Beyond the fourth grade. there’U be 

only private schools, privately main-
, tained."

"No school system," says the lawyer.
"Why not?"

"Because what is called the school 
system in the United States is really.an ' 
indoctrination system," says Oliver. 
“It's a system for bureaucrats to brain- 

■ wash young people in favor of collec­
tivism and statism." .

"And socialism,” says Bond approv­
ingly.

"Yes. In the high schools and col- 
■ leges, in favor of outright socialism," 

says Oliver. "This is not to say Abaco 
won’t have an educational system of its 
own kind, but every school w;H have tu 
bo financed privately, by the families uf 
the students or private benefacti Tj. Il 
will mean, here and there, some hard­
ship, some long-term borrowing, maybe 
—and that will be made feasible at very 
low interest, I expect—but collectively 
it will mean the survival uf InTdoni in 
itS' one essential provenance — in the 
minds of the next generation. Because, 
you see." Oliver holds his bony finger 
before his face to silence all interrup­
tions, "Ahaeu is rmt going* to be another 
banana republic. That’s not the point; 1 
wouldn't spend an hnur'» time ju-t I*1 
make some money that. way. The p”int 
is that the Republic .of ,Ahn« mil t*. 
first of all. a nior.il experiment. a piner 
where lie’ll ti) to kerp individual Hi*’ 
d«»m alive even <f it doesn’t niniw in 
America.”

"But won’t you nerd an army?’’ sass 
Bond dunhi fully.

"Oh, sure, AImco mil have it- armed 
forces.’* *aj» Obn r. "Wt >i!l call them.

1 Il£™Eil2LLi^Lx«»
.f /rv - r^c fi) ibcotds: 

Cher was with Sonny. They were al- 
rvadj separates! but Geffen dnln t 
knovi- this: he promptly'fell in Jove. In 
September of ISIS.-the only date in his 
life that he remember* with any DC-, 
curacy. Geffen. lk^ Dylan and Robbie 
Kuhertson of The Band went to sec 
Neil Young's »hvw at Geffen’s chib, 
the Roxy. A friend told him Cher was 
alone and wanted to join them. "Cher 
said. 'Let’s get together for dinner/ 
and we were never apart since,” says 
Geffen with a small preen in his voice. 
After the taping of the last Sonny and 
Cher show, David and Cher surfaced 
together at the Grammy Awards. That 
produced the* famous butterrty-cmer* 
gent picture of Cher.,bare midriffed, in 
white with a butterfly over one ear 
and another in her cleavage, and a 
shaved-for-the-occasion Geffen, in hit 
sharpie tux; on Her arm. It was Cher 
who talked him into the Corniehe Rolla 
with the wire wheels. Cher who threw 
out all his shirts ar.d dressed him. And 
now because of Cher anJ-their mutual 
psychiatrist. Dr. Martin Grotjahn, he 
can go into this boutique oh the Strip 
and have the two $345 suede jackets 
fitted and ask if they have a third so 
he will have oar im every pwibtt 
eoMr.

Thik! Cher brought him to this 
California ostentation and flat-out 
American exuberance. Ahmet Ertegun 
influenced Geffen in another way. Ahmet 
was so composed in his power, so re­
laxed at handling the totally wrecked 
rock stars who'd come crashing off 
planes, fall into hi- a mis. rip the shirt 
off hi» dignified back and expect to he 
taken home for dinner. Even now with 
Ahnivt, at it time when they s‘JI expect 
to be owhais men of the Atlantic''Asylum 
board. Geffen gets tint Brooklyn-buy 
look on his face ns though he is going 
to a-k, "Is this an ashtray?" before 
dumping his cigarette. Hu whole New 
Yoik world of the high-up Pierre suite 
and the chauffeurvd car that is wait­
ing. motor running, fur Mr. Geffen 
when lie emerges from Ahmet’s town 
huuse at two a.m. is blown, ami he is 
back to the time when he had gone to 
Ahrnv. in IVoS. It was the secund or 
third time they’d met. and Geller, then 
manning Laura Nyro and supporting 
them both, was broke and trying to sell 
Ahmet an artist. Ahnivt asked what it 
would take to keep Geffen going for a 
year. Geffen said fifty thousand dollars, 
naming the figure he had been making 
whet, he ran the A-hky Famous mu*ie 
department, the figuie that represented 
wealth’to him when he was a budmy 
in the Catskills and being rich meant 
having a Cadillac and living on Ocean 
Park^av. “If p’U earned fifty thou- 
«aud dollars a Juan that was the iu*w»t

I any man could P'UiMy. a>k lur, and 
that was my go.-J./ Ertegun to?k out 
hiA checKlKnui and un*tr Grffvii-a p* r- 
v>nal check*. Hr ne'er a!i<»"vd Geffrn 
•u pay it biuk. That w;.* style. “Ih’ 
knight me for life." Gerten *;.).. "Ev-

J n) ail'd 1 evrr came up w*th alter 
‘ that I gave to Ahw.rt. 1 sigr.rj I iv»by

peace-keeping forces, became V'-at is 
what they will k. Abaco win rrve.- 
make war on onolhrr la-l Au -ax--. 
tary. of course. Here suldivrs start .x.’. 
all wrong. They are made to s^rar a 
mortal oath and.stand to atur.txxs'for 
the nationa1, antheni. Abaco woa i.ha't 
a national anthem, because t-e govern­
ment .of Al»aro will have no suprapcr- 
wnal. para-legal, special powers. :t will, 
function-only as the hired servant of 
the -participants who pay for it- Tse 
Abaco peace-keeping volunteers wr.’t 
be made to salute any metaphysical 
emblems, or take theistic pledges the 
government has no right to invoke; 
they will sign a two-year or five-year or 
any-year contract., as the conditions 
may demand, just like any hired craf^- 
men. I suspect it will be a damn fpxxJ 
little force.”

"Well,”, says the lawyer, who has. 
been glancing at his watch with rver 
frequency. "Well. Frank, if you 
thidk.

"Yes,”, says Bond, rising too. ^t 
gotta go. CaH you in the morning, Mike, 
and we’ll talk.”

. “One‘more question.” says the law­
yer.? You gut the-Mtivcs, fi'i, ten thou­
sand natives. . >.”

"Seven thousand,? says Mitch Wer- 
Belt, "maybe eight ur nine at the sSk 
if some who-are working in the hotels 
inNasshu return after independence.*’

"RighU say eight thousand-natives," 
says’the lawyer. “How can you be sure 
they’ll buy all this—vote for your con­
stitution and all that? After all. the 
place btlv>g* to the natives."-

“Well, we’re training quite a few 
natives with leadership potential, says 
WcrBrll. "Political indoctrination, and 
so on. They’ll organize a following, 
maybe half the population, thatH'gv 
along with us, vote the way they re sup- 
posed-to. Ar.d Bob here. Colonel Rsy- 
ard, he's also training same wtins 
with good potential, except he's train­
ing hit boys how to shoot at a moving 
target without missing. And we figure 
the natives who'won't buy what we trd 
’€m—they’ll listen to Bob Bayards 
boys.”

“Fine, call you tomorrow, nice tcA* 
metcha, bye. . . .’’ And Frank K-d ar.d 
his counsel arc gone. .Mike Oliver is 
depressed. "God almighty, I ti.*' '«'''' 
much. . . . Whiit do you think. Mitch?- 
For an .Instant, he is as drained a* an 
actor after the performance. 'S’'^. 
Mike, you were p»»uf. . . .’’ A«r*i! j? 
gung-ho.as ever, but Oliver is a.reidj 
peeling till his shirt. "Pm going to bed. 
Gnieht everybody."

But at breakfast it’s a different story. 
“Frank called before eight this mom- 
jng—he’s really turned on," say's Oi.'rr. 
“He’s putf ng up ten thousand ca*h a* 
1 sort <’f (wlhclil on Abaco, he raid, 
and next week we’ll talk serious nivr.n. 
jlc/.»ro the project.?

“As lung a« it h-Uc* like a n**! deal." 
Wet I’.rll growls in a hung ov. r voice.

“That’s what hi* lawyer said.* Mike 
says happily. "And 1 told them. »\ s* 
lung a* you. can* for (iwdon-. Kcjum- 
thit’i the big point. And \t^ kreo 
what Frank said? He said. ’X^r >vu 
are eh»U<ildy right.’ " H
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25 January 1975

SUBJECx: Press Reports of Ex-CIA Employees Involvement with 
Persons under Congressional Investigation

1. Pres? reports of Scntator Lowell P. Weicker's investigation of 
CIA's involvement with other government agencies surfaced the contact 
of Lucien Cone in of DEA, a former employee, with an electronic manur 
facturer named Michael Morrisey. The same reports have also tied 
Morrisey with a Mr. Mitchell L. WerBell, III, who, according to our 
files', has claimed United States Government and CIA connections in 
the past. According to DEA, WerBell recently invoked the Fifth Amend­
ment when appearing before Senator Jackson's Subcommittee investigating 
DEA on whether or not he supplied arms to Robert Vcsco. Also, while 
not mentioned in the press, at least one retired CIA staffer and possibly 
two others may have been involved with Conein and Morrisey. The ex­
staffer is John P. Muldoon, a friend of Cbnein's, who currently is a 
private' security specialist who has dealt with Morrisey in the purchase 
of audio sweeping devices for his business. Muldoon was retained by 
WerBell curing first half of 197L The other two,.Walter J, Mackem,. 
an'acquaintance of Conein's', and a Theodore J. Roussos, both of whom 
were in contact with WerBell for possible employment in a scheme to 

..promote-the^secessibri of the Bahamian Island of Abaco, an enterprise 
publicized in February 1975 issue of Esquire by Andrew St. George.

’ 2. We have no information in our files on the B. R. Fox Company 
or the Fox Company principals mentioned in the press accounts. Wc were, 
however, told by DEA that Mr. Sandy Smith, Tirne_ miigazine reporter, 
was working on a story to the effect that the late Bernard Spincici, former 
owner ot the Fox Company, was previously involved in "wire tapping tor 
the Teamsters Union and providing explosive devices for organized crime." 
Although Mr. Smith did not allege that cither CIA or DEA were associated * 
with the Fox Company or Soindel, our DEA source said that Mr. Smith had 
no intention of dropping the story and wc can expect further press coverage.

3. In conclusion, there lias been no CIA involvement with the 
B. R. Fox Company or with Michael Morrisey. Moreover, Mr. WcrBell's 
claims of CIA affiliation or support over the years arc simply not true.
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25 January 1975

SUBJECT: Mitchell Livingston WerBell III (201 -259910)

1. Mitchell Livingston WerBell, who appeared in recent press 
reports has for over a period of ten years been claiming to be a • 
representative of the United States Government and of CLL The facts 
do not support this contention.

2» CIA first learned of AVer Be 11 in July of 1959 when he contacted 
General Cabel indicating knowledge of Cuban and Dominican affairs. 
Mr. Thomas J. Flores of LA Division was put in contact with WerBell 
and^considcred using him as an FI asset. A POA was granted on 
.7 July 1959 for-'this purpose. By October 1959 it was apparent that he 
did not have the access to information as hoped and he apparently looked 
upon his association with CIA as a means of furthering his various 
business schemes. All contact was then severed.

3. From that time until the present Mr. AVer Bell has cropped up 
in a number of nefarious activities whereby he inferred he had CIA connections 
or support. He was reported to have been involved in arms sales to 
Nicaragua and Guatemala, in efforts to gain recognition by certain 
South American countries of the Cuban Government in Exile, and in ah 
abortive scheme to invade the Republic of Haiti in 1966. He also turned 
up in Thailand where he contacted the COS purporting fb'be'a counter- 
insurgency expert. In 1971'the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
queried the Agency re Mr. Werbell, asking if Werbell had a contractual 
agreement or association with the Agency, as Werbell was awaiting a hearing 
before a Department of Defense Examiner related to his participation in 
the aboritve Haiti invasion. The Office of the General Counsel placed the 
matter in perspective. Subsequently, he contacted the Agency to request 
intercession on his behalf to have his security clearance reinstated which 
DoD revoked because of his Haitian caper. He was told this, cculd not bc^ 
done. In 1971 he again appeared in Thailand attempting to sell arms! In 
1973 he was under investigation by U.S. Treasury Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms and by the United States Customs Service for activities 
relating to possible mercenary activities in Abaco Island. Bahamas. In i 
this connection WcrBell contacted three ex-CIA employees, John P. Muldoon, 
Walter J; Mackcrn and Theodore Roussos in a scheme to involve them in 
the activities of an organization called the Friends of Abaco (FOA> which ;is 
advocating the secession of the island from the Commonwealth of Bahamas.'
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All three inviduals reported their involvement with the WerBell group 
and had sought guidance from the Agency. In May and June they were 
advised to break all ties with WerBell. On 27Junc 1974 the FBI was 
formally apprised of WcrBell's overtures for their collaboration in 
the effortto bring:Abaco's secession. In September 1974 WerBell 
reportedly went to Greece to sell arms to the Greek Government. 
Most recently WerBell reportedly appeared before Senator Jackson's 
Sub-Committee investigating DEA and had taken the Fifth Amendment 
on the question of whether or hot he had supplied arms to Robert Vesco.

.YU
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J ttT.pId tn sell an of.>':M cf :hf Prur 
* F ", ferr? me ~ t Ac fa: n; : vat t n n "as;.'. .* •: r. a-

ti^r dovires” dcrgnct; to carry f'pb^'.ei 
in such' unlikely pi’cc^ a ’<mho.no 

• hir><ffi. a cu.uvgo pack or a j'asniichi.
? The official. Lcc^n .Conoin. had con? 

, to the nmjav. >pt:i:c tn in-pnc
Tronic'surveillance equipment '.’.it bEA 

."‘J.’- wanted to purchase. according to an 
igency spokesman. Kob«rt H. -roHkamp. 
Conrin and’a si'eond DEA official; Cyril 
Frank, .a’so oh^'n ed a dc;n<.;tstr.itir’i 
of lho explosive equipment but did not 

r‘ buy any of it. avcnnlir< to'R’klvop., 
. ^ ..A eaulozue of equipment apparently 
». sold by the -company. R. it Fv.x. <k-.-uiqCS 
V -several device* designed to carry ex?

plosives irikMeird by time, movement, 
,. mechanical pressures, light,- or audio 

mechanisms.
* - The catalogue states. “The devices have 

.been designed .iDdT.pttUMfVjrcd for-sale 
to' authcrued- ar^ncics nf the United

• ■ ^States g3vc~n!;^n’. weip'caliy intended 
for applicM.'iri outride of this country . . ;.

/.. 'The. information contained" heron is 
.- . classified by the manuixTao’! for VS.

government use only. The handbill and 
. storage'of th.< i“.;^r!Ji should no done 

so mindful of its sensitive nature.”
Feidkamo .<.k’ t L;’. C«r/'n and Frank 

. observed' a drmonsti at-on of •wcr.il” 
devices ak.hnu.’h Foidk.vnp J?:*!'ho d;d 

- not know- *hxii ^vi/rj tb^v saw. C'-rcin, 
। a former empio> •'»• ui the Cem .al »n’.rhi-

• • genre Agency, is ?cvn; chief of spcjoI 
. Operations and field support for the D^A’s 

office of intelligence. Fcldkam? said mat 
Corvins office is the optr.Hb-r^; arm of 

7 the i.iiell.ar.c^'.'r'-'i and *tev.s?s wajs 
/’ - to-penetrate i a real diug orcrabons.

" ..'Cnnein was not Mui^ble tn? comment.
Frldkamp said that Fr.v.k * raid emy..*’.;- 

J caJy that the demonstration vjs no'. .“e- 
quested.

Conr'in's reaction dvnnr.«ir’.t:'»n,
Fddkamp sat'l. was. "‘Very ir.terr^inc 

», - However, that's not whyT'm here.* ” Asked 
why-the <lv:nen^ration was mane hy the 

• , salesman. wrt.m P-ldkar.ip >*:d he could 
r.ft identify. Fekik.unp rophtd. "Like any 

.. good salesman, the guy va? trying to 
make a vic. He was told ELA ha? not, 
will not. does not purchase that type of 

/ equipment.”
' • ” The UFA <M buy ' a hundred bucks 

worth'* of electronics surveillance equip­
ment. ahi^h Fe’.dksmp vid i.< "fr^nuentiy 
used 'ey the UnA- under ccurt rrder.*’ •

A'V^d un*. Uoncin watched the doirmn- 
. stiaiior.. Fe!d<Hn;-. .“VnuM p-’b.inly 

do the 'in.? ’Hrt; cut of eur:"';;y «»r nhaJ. 
. • ever."

Ci

as shocked 
.wouh bo.” 
have come

in Mnnda; 
and■atha

people start pc-dclu:

it strange. Du 
n*rn legally. 3

it that

«a:d be told
R?r;<$ about

: this s'utf ti taw 
and nobody thinks 
rquirwhi con be 
no way this equip*

ment can be u»cd locally.” 
Fchlkamp Mid "d wouldn’t bp within

‘ to rntew the. legality of the cxplosUe 
equipment

A raver mnr.o dated June 10. 1 !>T*. writ* 
ten ?n U.K F/x <*.?t;cr.ery by a person

equipment "yas goh-* 
this office a
1 bring this to your a

'ey to

.at equipment tn an
Clif of PAT.>MVe 
n^rated to Lou in

planned -for Lou up 
WerBcH. who said he trade and sold

Momss-'y's 'memo hr^u'-e a form? 
ployce had intercepted it hciyre WecEcU 
could see it.

WcrRcE said that lie had talked 'ever-

Werlte!

the a

silent automatic we^pnnv to fir 
country's yth th^ approval of the /rd
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W Agent Contacted on Alexandria Firm's Assassination Equipment
mMwn 
«fa<? »'nw 
ug official 
ier Central 
rncy, opera- 
1 of Water-

gale conspirator E. Howard < 
Hunt Jr. hns been mention- i 
cd in connection with an । 
attempt by an Alexandria 
firm to.sell assassination 
equipment to the U.S. gov­
ernment.

Sen. Lowe!) P. Weicker 
Jr.. R-Conn., disclosed 
today that Lucian Conein; 
director of special projects 
for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, viewed the’ 
equipment manufactured 
by the now-defunct Alexan­
dria electronics firm. But 
Conein denies he ever even, 
considered buying any of 
the equipment.

Weicker released a cata­
logue of the devices which 
included such things as ex­
ploding cigarette packages

Conein's involvement in the 
incident raise serious .new 
questions about the opera­
tions of federal law enforce­
ment and intelligence agen­
cies.

amassed during the House states thatithe catalogue 
Judiciary Committee's im- " 
peachment inquiry.

The conversation center' 
cd.on activities in Saigon

and electronic booby traps 
for telephone receivers. The 
equipment was manufac­
tured by the B. R. Eos 
I.'ilnruiorics, which'Weick- 
er said went out ofbusiuess 
three weeks ago.

prior to the coup that ousted 
— former South Vietnamese 

Staten?™? h?rtnri th„» President Ngo Dinh Diem, 
th? nF* 'r^nn^ .A nue* Conein *a! a high-ranking 
the DEA planned to pur- 
chase only electronic eaves- rS sdi"
dropping devices from Fox. ^UT,e 0 * e ^ coup.

"1 told the senator that,” 
Conein said. "Yeah. I saw 
this (assassination) stuff. 
So what? I've seen a lot of 
that kind of thing in my 
day."

Conein was a long-time 
CIA operative before mov­
ing to the DEA with the 
assistance of Egil Krogh, 
former head of the White 
House plumbers for whom 
Hunt worked!

In July 1971, Conein had a 
three-way telephone con- 

. versation with Hunt and

HUNT LATER used some 
of the information obtained 
from Conein as background 
for fabricating State De­
partment cables that impli­
cated the late President 
John F. Kennedy in Diem’s 
assassination. Hunt was 
working for the Nixon 
White House at the time.

The. catalogue released 
by Weicker included a
memorandum to Mitchel 
WctfetlLjidentiTleiT by

-------- ----------- ------ _.._ Weicker as a Georgia arms 
Charles W. Colson, former . manufacturer and apparent

"was put together only 
after we started working to­
gether with Lou Conein." 
He later states that "some 
of this equipment was 
demonstrated to Lou it this 
(Alexandria) office about 
three weeks ago.” The 
memo was dated June 10, 
1974.

The memo, said the cata­
logue contained a "listing of 
equipment that is available 
and planned for Lou up here 
(Washington)."

cics of the United States 
government, specifically in­
tended for application out­
side of this country.

"The items offered are ei­
ther concealed into 
everyday-type objects or 
packaged simply as 'black 
box’ pieces of eouioment 
with ho labels or identifica­
tion on the outside other than 
the necessary actuator 
switches and sensors. Upon

request, this equipment can It then states: “The infor- 
be delivered in a 'sterile' mation contained herein is f 
condition for foreign use." classified by tbe manufne- ' 
the brochure continues. turcr for U.S. government 

use only."-
"ALL EQUIPMENT in F --------------

our 'astro' category is i 
manufactured to the highest ' 
standards In terms of reli­
ability, dependability, life­
time, and pctformance 
under most weather varia­
tions," the catalogue states.

™qi

WEICKER SAID the 
ntemoraniiutris itself raised 
doubts about:,Conein's state­
ment that he had not consid­
ered purchasing any of the 
assassination devices. And 
he said it stirred questions 
about whether Conein still 
was working, with the CIA 
despite Ills retirement from 
that agency in Wl.

The catalogue lists its 
“astro" equipment this 
way:

"The devices have been 
designed and manufactured

White House aide who soldier of fortune. The 
pleaded guilty to ohstruc- merho was written by Ml- 

• tio.n of justice charges in chael Morrissey, co-owner 
THE SENATOR, a for-—(^ !ria| of DjvIdWIsbtrt- of the Fox Laboratories, ac- 

mer member of the special A transcript bfthe con versa-/ cording to Weicker. „______ ________ ___ _
..mate Watergate commit- non is contained In evidehe/ In tbe memo,. Morrissey; for sale to authorized teen­
ier. charged that the exist- ■ ■ 7
nice of the catalogue and '
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U.S. Aide Was Briefed on Assassination Techniques
• By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK ynrrfi an unidentified' rompjry with Mrs. Barbara 

Spinjrl Th*; name Fox was 
Mrs. Sp:rnWs maiden name. 
Mr. Munisev >3id. He said that 
he continued to sell electronic 
surveillance equipment as an 
individual. *

, — . r4U| r;!U teiurcs lop
- WASHINGTON. Jan 22—A ‘ ox. Co^Pan>; *cm ur.;:. Top is removed to 

ces Alexandru,and New■ • , top official of the Feder*’ Dm* voj. * pa“K cxpiOM.e.
■Enforcement AdminJtratfon .juY^e'h#d‘pf^entfd^ S4:d ,hal 4t"
[said’today that he had been on the company's' electronic’^ cw-v ^e 
'^''L.03 •"* ”J.ro^'«;M :n tht hand, of Mrs. Spmdel confirmed that

^ a’,ro Federal officials. He declined'the company was no longer in 
Svate minufactSr’ol wiretap- Senator Weicker hi, Obtained Mr w had

Jpmgand-bugging.equipmenL a memo that he said "« ^m .£.eG£.^ ^i :“”" 31 S such
Un^'^ ™! Mn Mo^sev also decbngd S^^tafi the £«
iConein, setins c.ftCtOr or ine psny written, to in o'lioai of & t ...u inHHAa
±t S^ iMa "m' ■i”Wta“W ^ MW ^ »S«s^Im&l intelligence divi-j ^Enclosed I, a catalog wh^S). ^^^ qUO,<d ” * wirelap “'

Ision) said that he received the,wa,put togetherjinly slterwr.?^/?
■briefing in May. 19*4. from re-started working together withi°! ’e ^:’J°!ce™ ^“ thy it>- Several law enforcementof- 
presentatives of. the now de-!tou Coriem. 1 wrote out ihlynaine ^tf’T from.finals and electtonic experts 

.'-funct B)R. Fox Company. |line of ’astro’ equipment wi(-hlan acquaintance m Washmgtonju-ho were mterviewed indicat- 
* Colonel Cdniein’said he hadfvou and Lou in mind, and beX M'/msscy. who said that'ed that the devices as described 

not 'asked for the briefing andlcause of the nature of the devi-i!’e fc* * degree as an electron-, in -tne catalogue appeared uj- 
had.no'interest* in the equip-ces. it is not being given to any:11^ j??er' “^ hal he rt?':*ble ®n*> (" assassination, or ment.. !one else Some of thi, equlp-kf^ ’* ^u,PmenlJn

' ment was demonstrated'to Lou!^!q *s ” outgrowth of hiajmises.
in this office about 3 wteki^ in the Jield of wiretaps- One veteran industrial secu- 
g»0'» land .room bugs.- jrity expert said that'he’saw

- w • i ct’ J *u*ir « Mr. Morrissey. *hp also de»:rio domestic market for the de- 
Mtmo li agnefl wtt scribed himself as a lawyer.; vices with private companies.

The memo waa dated June I said tha! ibmebeedtmmhevmf«”Evijn on military installations 
10, 1974, and was signedjsiid ths: he believed the equip- cr high security Government 
’Mike."' .< . . rrr.cn; he designed, which be agencies, these types of booby*

It Is part oft the evidence sard was .an electronic trigger- traps would he inappropriate, 
I According to the PentagoniChat has caused Mr. Weickering device., was legal as long’you’d never know who you 
Ipapers on United States kn-lto-' question whether the rela-'aj •( u-« not armed with an'might injure.” this source said, 
jvolvement in the ltdochihaitionship between Colonel Co-!exploci\r. He said that .it-had: Colonel Conein said that ho 
war, Colonel Conein was a tejnein and the assassinationinonletha! applications to trig<bccame a consultant to the Bu- 

inior'operative’of the Central In«|equipment manufacturer was ajjer burglar alarms and'-other:real of Narcotics and Dangerous 
iteiligencs Agency in Saigon injcasual one. * • ^'anti-intrusion’’equipment. i Drugs in 1972 and became a
!|963 and:sened as liaison be-] When asked by a report er j- -^ M;d th«t he'would conrifull-time official of DE.A. in 
it ween the - United States:about the memorandt'm, Colo.jj^ selling such devices only.'December. 1973. His nace came 
-Government and forces that de*; net Conem said that he was l0 tbe Federal Government. He’up in Watergate 
’nosed President Ngo ; Dinh: shown it during an interview added 
1 __> - • I with Cqn.tH* U/.reb«P ’ . .. ‘ .

Several law enfoxtreent offi-
jcials. and .Senate investigators 
•said tharthis-was the first time 

. [they had" seen evidence that a
{domestic Federal agency would
{even-look at assassination
!equipmenL
I Served fa Saigon r .:

the'-

:Diem’
; . Senator • Lowell P. Weicker
Ur.. Republican of^Connecticut.

that tv

_ ___ ________________________ $a»e committee 
however,-that" he doesitestimony when it was disclosed 

;scl1 electronic surveillance .that one of the Watergate bur« 
“I told him 1 had no idea equipment to local police. Izlars. E. Howard 'Hunt Jr., had 

Mr. Morrissey said that the met with Colonel Cunein. Mr. 
not Fox Company was dissolved in-Hurl at the time was gathering 
forerxiAVA-.^ 1974. as a result-information .to prepare bogus

with Senator Weicker.

the context in which it was s' 
iwno nds ecu • : written, and hat t had not unv
Ivestigation o(C.I.A. involve-! known Mr.' Morrissey (beforaryjnvws^r iq-j <. I mem with other w^>»^^»>»wii6«Ki.«0KlL' ,^ ’»«“’
j agencies. said that be has »jif llvishim [Stn.iorWeickerlS,/ / . d! f' "c.fs'He:?Wpi ,ha'™?,im^ 
.copy of the catalogue of-i wnnM turn th* fflqmftrunrtnml . _
instruments described to .Colo-

Iwho has een cor.: :cting an m-

t he had shared man-;K*nnedv in President iDem’s 
and control of thciassassination in 1963.I would turn the memorandum!acemen: 

over (o the.F.B.I. and let themL-
|investigate. 1 told him I wouldj. 
• be giau io take a polygraph on 
! the matter."
I Colon-1 rn«.h said that, he 
! had listened to a detailed pres- 
enutiw bn the booby-trap, as-' 
sassination devices, but he did! 
not "discourage" the nianufac-i he added. turer because he presumed than'

Mr. Weicker said that he had as a licensed electronics com-) 
brought the catalogue to the at- pany jt ,had the authority to- 
tention of John Bartels. aaml-ipr(XjU(-e ^ explosive devices.! 
nistrator of the Drug Enforce-j Colonel Conein told Senator) 
ment Administration, and t--*J|Weicker, as he had a reporter.| 

i)ie had interviewed Colonehthat despite the presentation: 
iconein and the colonel’s depu-|Of the assassination gear, he) 
!ty Searl Frank. He said, thalihad selected B. R. Fox out ofj. 
-the officials had assured him|Severa| companies to provide., 
’tint the agency had not pur-jbuggtng equipment) To make) 
chased any of the devices. '.this purchase. Colonel Concur)

l;nel Conein.
i; When questioned by a repot- 
iter, Mr. Weicker described the 

|i devices as ‘’used for assassina-l 
J tion, pure and simple."
| “There is no place in this] 
| country for Qus sort of thing,”)

i Senator Asks Question ignored the presentations-of’i 
* The Senator said that he had^cveraf better-known concerns.' ] 
been told that the agency’s men, Mr. Bartels, the agency ad-:» 
had done nothing to encourage^mistrator, said that he Was;! 
the manufacturer to think tharfonducting an internal inquiry1! 
he might make a sale to their 'nt° J^- transaction [• 
aceticv 4 Mr. Morrissey identified a •

• m; quextion was. why in .he^^
Ml didn’t they dnsoc-.flh.na tojpi)OIOi;a! 0/ ^ ^ ( ’ J.l 
discourage him. Mr. Weaker ,., the spring of |Kt ^^ j 
“"“ formal catalogue Mid ihat th.!

n-’i' rf two m*“rt who hriflM'iMianritl ca..M -~. k. J.H. ...j'
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equipment ar.’ting are excerpt#

:gZtng mr (He devices dt-avuiblf’...
’scribed bv Senator Weicker in: ’ ^"Telephone hr.lwi 
,^•4;- -Miniature’ activator wit
' Colonel Conein. asked about *^' _■ • "’'5^.!'' 
the briefing, uid test he had.h*^?-^ Xut..-.i.c . 
no; sclirtied the briefing on as- S?C .-..owing
sassintition aspects of Fox *.’f’b?'™*^ 
equipment, and "I wouldn’t < C;art„e pa.* < 
rj that stuff With a 10-foct ^«^'|"

., «i>U CAUiupI’C l..»v^X ),«*.?.nd;
P0'■ . ~ , ..... inside cigarette p*.-kt; When the:. He continued: “That stuff t .^ lj(;K| K _0^. ;n any.
only pood :n a war. and *ho.1 manner. the expiishe is set;, 
got a war? It was vers* sophist:- ^.. , ,/ 
«tfd stuff Thev had a tele;* ^-Modified flashlight 1 

jphone that foil'd be triggered i-K^j^urbar.ce unit. Su^ard* 
by remote control; K the wrong Et^.fM(jy 2D cell hish’^ht’ 
person picked up, the phone/ht| 'aatidiMurbarwe electronics!; 
you d blow him up. ‘concealed inside where batteries''

Colonel Conein said that hr Shave been removed. Remainder* 
Lad found the materia! “fascin-jof the battery space is packed; 
anng" hut that he had ssid ^h explosive.” j 
nothing to encourage the ideas ^ 'Remote - controlled. light-;/ 
that the agency would purchaselactjvated censor. l'nit.dtliv«i| 
such equipment. He said that he(-a predetermined charge across;! 
had. purchased about $500^$ output terminals, when ac<< 
worth of audio equipment from thated from a remote location;! 
the B. R. Fox Company..which according to its pre-set code.)!
he said could be used for bug- Use with explosive for firing’’ 

upon the occurrence of certain.»ffeg. ■ ... ■ upon me occurrence w cwwa.i
■ The equipment he bought.-he conditions relating to light in-!(' 

said, cannot be used in the tensity.* • * r
{United States without a court I ^’’Booby-trapped. M-16 «•#__ 
■order but is for use tn D.EA'spjQ^ve clip. Um: A methahical-! 
foreign' operations. He said/jy activated electronic charger 
‘however, that the gear had not circuit is built into a common r 

Jbeen used, and ”1 still have it in mitiury item. Upon removal dj 
■my safe." ... ' the single round in (hemin*:*;
Lllie briefing for Colonel|xjne, either by firing-or by’j

•‘Conein was conducted by Mr I hand removal, the explosive > .

tehsity.*

~icon«jleii in the roifute is;*- 
I detonated.” ■ i

^'’Fragmentation ball—anti-'c, 
disturbance unit. Unit is similar;o 
in its operation as .the anti-dis-!*' 

jturbance flashlight, BRF.model!. 
lfD-2. The exception is in the!

. I type of explosive charge .,.". £ 
: <T'Explosive black box mod- 
lules. . . i Flat black' finish on

■:^;r‘i^^'?r^^^—- 
/Xoq paXaanm jno.i »lll noA op -®OH-

■«Jwl >« v.Oow wwc Mi $3A2 3.118
IflHdOlSiHHJ ^3 '

f Sunuud t|)jqg

nVK-KXVWHTl
.^ossBui’UVaem’MJ

2J2TAT 2’” "
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^'^* ^^^ ^_^^ BTiefe'd on Assassination Techniques
l>y NICHOLAS M.HORROCK if .ThS'to^dS^i^^ ’

< . WASHINGTON, dan ~^M ^ t^»^^ ^^,- ’ ^'^^

.top official of the Federal Dnij ;;he manufacturer lb thins that hne_cf ‘astro1 equipment wi:h,Z d at’_sEC'followi.-.« lifting 
Enforcement Administration he might make a sale to their,you and Lou in mind, and bc-J^ instrument handpiece. 

Isaid today that he had been'agency. ■ .cause of the nature of the .devi- ^-cigarette pack — antidis-
• briefed on what have been ' "'My question was. w..y in the.ces. it is not being given to any. I tur!)anca explosive. Electronics

described as- electronic ’.isr;ihell didn’t they do something to one else some n. this equip- ^ explosive module packed 
sassihation techniques bvi pfi-i discourage him,” Mr. V.ekker^-rn- was demonstrated to bou]^de cigarette pack. When the 
vate manufacturer .of Viretap-,' said. ’ I1’-';4 ™ul;.3 *?ks;pack is lifted ormoved iaatty
ping and bugging equipment li One of '.wo men who brieftd;’!01 ' '' ■ manner, the-explosive is .set

the official. Lieut Col. Luaeti'icol. Concin. Michael,Morrissey.| ■■Memo Is Signed 'Mike' । off.” ■ - • ■
Conein. acting director of. the';[0]d a reporter that he had met jj, memo was dated June! ^"Modified flashlight'1. .' . 

. special operations and . field; 'with him for three hours, show- io, *• 1974. and was signed'antidisturbance unit. Standard 
support section of D-E A-’s ia-i jng him audio equipment and-Mike.—. I Everyready ’ 2D cell flashlight

. ternatiqhal intelligence . divi--igOjhg over, .the . devices de- It is-part of the evidence: has antidisturbance electronics 
sion said that-he received tb-tl’.ftribed by Senator Weicker in that has caused Mr/Weicker] concealed inside where batteries 

.x briefing in May. 1974, from re-,detaj| . . -.. -. . :o question whether the rela-'have been removed. Remainder
presentatives of the'now. de-r >oIon^ Coneih,'asked about tior.ship between Colonel Cc-jof the battery space, is packed 
funct 8. R. Fox Company. J said' that he had:nein' ar.d the assassination' wilh explosive.11Colonel Conein *id-W-M ’-^S a] q"Remo:e - controlled. light-
not asxed for the briefing and|-. . aspects of Fox’s,c«ual one. I activated sensor, L’mt delivers!
had no.interest .in the equip-|j '. ent an|1 •■[■ wouldn’t! When asked by a reporter; a predetermined charge across, 
ment < "- i^„lirh that-stuff-with! IMoot •I’OaLL'e.mmorindum' Colo-Hts output terminals, when ac-:

Several.law enforcement offi-l।‘J* . nel Conein said that he was' tiva’.ed from a remote l.ocatidhi
cials and Seriate inve'stigatorSijRo , . |shown it during, an interview; according to its pre-set code,
said that this was the first time] | He !t““ with Senator Weicker. : ! Use with explosive for firing
they had seen evidence “1 10:1 ^ 1 hld M Weal upon ‘be occurrence of certain
domestic Federal;agency;.would|got a w^ C0..eJ. ;„ which it was conditions relating to light in-i
even, look-hat . jssassinauon |c?ted stuff. They-nan a ,,d hat I h_d not|t iit ... ■
equipment ' r eonuo^ q'Booby-trapped. M-16 ex-|

Served in Saigon ■ •■ .;_^ -.^ . ’ ^ B: on‘c ; the sales demonstration], T said; plosive clip. LSe:’A mechanical-;
?ou’dblow him uo“ iif 1 ws h"'a (Scnat°r WeidkerJ. activatid electronic charge]

wo“:d '•n L'e memorandum, .circuit is built into a common j
• "Kirin l°ver !0 -‘e F'3 L and 111 !hcnli miliurv item. Upon removal of;•tad found the material fascin- mve5..sa;e , to!d h;m , would'jthe single round in the maga- 

be g'ad t0‘‘lke a on either by firing or bynothmg to encourage theidcal^^..^ ihand removal, the Explosive
that the apency would parrnasC] Colonel Conein said that heilconcealed in the magazine is 
such equipment He said tat he, bad listened to a detailed pres-; .'detonated.11

’bm”nr K^'entation 0:1 *'”* booby-tra?, as-l; q'Tragmentatioi! ball — anti- 
R ftcS d^i?’- “ ■' b'-^idisiurbance unit. Umt is similar

'discourage1 the manufac-i'm ils operation as the anti-dis- । ^e sa!d could be used for bug-,[urer because he presumed tnatut.jrhar.ee flashlight, BRF model 
i . . . •« a licensed electronics com-] yg:2. The exception is in the

. According to the 'Pentagon 
■ipapers on United 'States' in-i 

•• !vc!vc^“.t ;h‘ the. i lndochina
\ war. Colonel Conein was a se-j 

nior operative of the Central 1n-j 
tclligence Agency in Saigon in. 
1963 and served as liaison’be-] 
tween the’ ; United States; 

{Government and forces that de-j
. 'posed President • Ngo ...Dinhi 

iDiem’ I
I Senator Lowell P. Weicker] 
■Jr.. Republican of Connecticut.* 
who has een conducting an in-; 
vestigation of C.I.A. involve-; 
ment with other overnment] 
agencies, said .that he has a. 
copy ‘of the catalogue of 
nslrumer.ts described, to Colo-.
nel Concin--.’ . '

When questioned by a repor­
ter Vr Weicker described, the!

• devices as “used (Gt,assass: 
ition. pure and simple.’ ■ Morrissey and an unidentified
i -“There is no place in this! New York man on behalf of the 
[country for this sort of. thing?’; Fox Company, which had cf:i- 
he added. ’ • • I cos in Alexandria, Va.. and.New

Mr. Weicker said that he had’ York City. Mr. Morrissey said 
brought the catalogue to the at-* that he had presented' details 
tention of John Bartels.. admi- on the company s .electrons 
nistrator of the Drug Enforce- surveillance equipment and 
ment Administration, and thatj the catalogue cah$ 
he had * interviewed- Colonel tq-»pment.Senator Weicker has obtained

/The equipment he bought, he pany ft uaj tut uu„.ulll 
said, cannot be used in. th^-produce the explosive''devices ■ 
United States without a court. Colonel Conem told Senator; 
order but is for use in D E A.’s Weicker, is he had a reporte- 
forcign operations. He said. thM despite the presentation 
however, that the gear had not. of the assassination gear r.e1 
been used, and."I still have it in had selected B R. Fox cut off 
my safe.” ' several companies to provide!

The briefing for Colonel bugging equipment. To make! 
Ccneinwaj conducted bv Mr. thu purchase, Celon?! Cor.em!

re authority to] type of explosive charge .. .’* 
------- ^’'Explosive black box mod-

ules. . . . Flat black finish oni

Conein and the colonel’s depu-j 
ty, Searl Frank. He bald that’ 
the officials had assured h;m; 

ithat the agency had not P’. 
{chased ajiy_of the d^vices_.__ _

several better-known concer.-.;.;
Mr. Barids. the agency ad-J 

ministrato.'. said that he was. 
conducting an internal inquiry! 
into the trwaciion. i

Mr. Morrissey identified a! 
copy of th? catalogue obtained! 
hv Th» Wu, York Tiwot

:otos:at o: •t/P-
in the.spr;n^ of 1974. The 
formal catalogue said ihat

a xTitmo that he said was from 'material couid no: be delivered 
the files of the B. R. Fox Com* ifor two weeks after order and

. pany. written to an official of a 'was for sale only to the United 
: | Georgia arms • manufacturer. .States Government. The follow.

1 that says: mg are excerpts cn each item
’ “ " avVrtaVle: *
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OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO NAME AND ADDRESS ' DATE INITIALS

1 C/LA/CAR I 7
2 DC/LA/CAR n?^I
3

4 £/<-& /c& (e*W t7^-^
5 DC/^A G’n^)
6' ehufr^ 6 W

j action DIRECT* REPLT PREPARE t£PW _.

i approval DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION

{ COMMENT • OLE RETURN
- CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

Mike Absher is an old friend of
Ted Roussos and originally introduced 
Roussos to Jim McTighe and Al Ramos 
in June. Absher is considering 
picking up ROUSSOS on contract 
for the EUR/Greek Desk.

Ruth

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME. ADDRESS ANO PhOM NO DATE

! IMUSSITIH) I I CIWFIDESTUI. 1 SECHET

237' ^* Pr*»<ov* idiliom
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SECRET

30 September 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting with Theodore Roussos on 31 August 1974

.1. During subject meeting Mr. Roussos told me that 
Mr. Mitchell Livingston WERBELL IHcalled him from Atlanta 

.on 29.August and again on 30 August. Werbell told Roussos 
- tnat he was 1eaving for Athens on Saturday, 31 August in 

order to try to sell arms to the Greek government. Werbell 
wanted Roussos to be his advisor in this venture and to 

,go to Athens. Werbell indicated that the to^al deal could 
reach $5,000,000. Roussos told Werbell that he would 
check with his "friends" (the Agency) before giving 
Werbell ah answer. Werbell asked Roussos to see if his 
“friends" were in favor of such arms deals or not. Roussos 
had generally explained this call to me on the telephone 
bn 29 August. My reaction on the telephone was negative 

-to Roussos' participation in such a deal, and he had 
conveyed this negative reply to Werbell by telephone 
before Roussos and I met personally on 31 August.

2. During our personal meeting, Roussos explained 
that Werbell intended to pursue arms sales legally and 
via the required U.S. Government channels. He said that 
Werbell does have the capabilities to design and produce 
weapons because of his access to arms factories. 1 told 
Roussos that Wefbe11 1 s bus 1nessactivities were his own 
concern, I strongly advised against his getting involved 
in this deal. I explained to him the problems which the 
U.S. Government was having in Greece and the current wave 
of anti-Americanism and press attacks against the CIA. 
If Roussos as a former CIA officer veil known in Greece 
became involved in sucn a venture, a flap of substantial 
proportions was likely complete with widespread press 
play. Roussos understood and agreed not to get involved.

E2 IMPDET 
CL BY 035682

SECRET
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SECRET •V*

m? 'e^ ^>rbeV “ci'ld p^otaMy call bin from .Athens that . 
weekend and he would give Werbell a final negative reply. 
Werbe11 -p1anned to meet with Greek Defense Minister 
Averoff. Roussos said thit if.the U.S. wanted to stop 
tnis.,deal that we should contact Averoff directly.
From what Werbe11 said, Roussos believes the arms 
requested by the Greeks would be for guerrillas and 
not main force inits.

A . L^^^th fa 
/ r. Michael Absher 
/ | AC/E/GC

Distribution:
^1 - Werbe! 1 201

1 - Roussos Personnel File

SECRET
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5 AUG W

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

VIA: Deputy Director for Operations

SUBJECT: Mitchell Livingston Werbell III

. ; 1. Mitchel! Livingston Werbell III, who served briefly
With the OSS in WWII, has been engaged for the past several 
years in arms dealings and swash-buckling promotional 
activities which have brought him to the attention of various 

.government agencies. He has always remained within the
:law by a fine edge. His latest scheme involves a Movement 
for the Independence of Abaco, an island to the East of the 
Bahamas. For this he has obtained apparently substantial 
financial support from weal thy Americans and from a British 
Lord.

2. Werbell operates through a number of front businesses 
in Wash i ngton, D.C. and in Marietta, Georgi a, where he owns 
one outfit named Central Information Agency (CIA). In all 
h1s dealings, Werbell broadly hints that he has current 
connections with the Agency. We have just learned that 
Werbell may be in possession of a one-line note from you, 
stemming from a chance meeting with you at an OSS alumni 
dinner, reading something like "gocd to see you again."

3. Three retired Agency employees are currently employed 
by Werbell in various capacities. This past spring these 
employees sought contact with tne Agency basically to report 
their concern over the legality o; Werbell's activities. We 
quickly established that the matter was outside our charter 
and asked these retirees to report directly to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation., We also furnished the Bureau with 
all the pertinent infbrmation in our files. It is to be 
noted that somewhere in Werbell's scheme of things there 
appears the ubiquitous Andrew St. George, who plans to write 
a story on Abaco for True magazine. *

/5/ 
David A. Phillips 'i-— ------

Chief
Western Hemisphere Division .

cc: DDCI c-’iviT E2 IMPDET
CL BY 010116
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Subject: Mitchell Livingston Werbell III

0D0/C/WH/7ZA.Spera:cab/1497 (9 Aug 74)

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee 

. 1 - DDCI
1 - Exec. Registry
2 - DDO
1 - ADDO
1 - CI/OPS
1 *- OPS/LSN
I - C/OS/SSD/SB
2 - C/WHD
1 - WH/S.ecurity
1 - C/WH/7
L- WH/7/CAR Chrono 

d_J 201-259910
1 - 189-9-1
1 - WH/7 (Friends of Abaco)

secret
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14 August 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD :

SUBJECT: Telephone Call from John MULDOON

1. Approximately 1655 hours, 13 August 1974, a call 
was received on C/WH/7's extension, 351-4221 by the Secre­
tary, Miss Annamarie Ruppert. She answered the extension 
by number and the male voice asked to speak to Mr. McTighe. 
The secretary asked who was calling and the caller replied 
"John MULDOON.The secretary then replied that she was 
sorry but Mr. McTighe couldn't be reached. In response to 
MULOOON's query, "Why not?" and be-fore the secretary could 
reply, MULDOON became obstinate and asked who he was speak­
ing to. Miss -Ruppert replied "his secretary" and then 
added that Mr. McTighe was away. When MULDOON asked where 
he was, the secretary replied that she was not at liberty 
to discuss that. Then MULDOON asked to speak to McTighe's 
deputy and was told that there was no one around whom 
MULDOON could speak to. (C/WH/7 was on leave and AC/WH/7 
was in the PMC meeting.) MULDOON apparently didn't believe 
this reply but then asked when McTighe was expected to 
return. The secretary replied "within a few weeks" 
(McTighe is on TDY) and then asked if she could take a 
message to give to McTighe upon his return. MULDOON 
became belligerent at this point, apparently thinking he 
was getting the 'run around' and replied, "just tell him 
to talk to Jack Anderson" and hung up.

2. AC/WHD was briefed on the above telephone call at 
1740 hours, 13 August. He decided no action should be taken 
on 13 August, but would like to meet with C/WH/7, Al Spera, 
on 14 August. .

3. At 0950 hours, the following met with AC/WHO: 
Mr. Natzke, Mr. Wedemeyer, Mr. Spera and Miss Lehman. In 
view of C/WHD's. previous decision that no further Agency 
contact should be made with MULOOON, RUSSOS, or IWCKEM <t 
was decided that no one would return MULOOON's call. How­
ever, AC/WHD would brief ADDO, Mr. Blee, on the above threat, 
and WH/7 would ask OPS/LIAISON to telephonically pass to the 
FBI the fact that MULOOON again contacted the Agency and 
threatened to go to "Jack Anderson.“ A copy of this memoran­
dum is being sent to OPS/LIAIS.ON for this purpose.

E2 IMPDET
CL BY 010116
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Subject: Telephone Call from John MULDOON

4. At AC/WHO's request, WH/Security rechecked the 
files on the three former Agency employees to determine whether 
they were Staff Employees. All three were former Staff 

(Employees. MULDOON retired on medical disability; RUSSOS 
retired and then was rehired on a contract basis in. February 
1971 and Contract terminated in September 1973; and MACKEM 
was "separated as excess" in October 1973. This information 
was passed to AC/WHD to brief ADDO.

Ruth Lehman 
* Acting Chief, WH/7

DDO/WH/7/R.Lehman.-cab/1956

Distribution:
Orfg - WH/7 t FOA File)

1 - WH/Securi ty
1 - WH/7/CAR
1 - 189-9-1
1 - OPS/LIAISON- —
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
• Washington. D.C. .20505 ••- •'

WARNING NOTICE 
SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director’ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

ATTENTION : Intelligence Division

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, III

1. Reference is made to TDFIRDB-.31 5/-07634-74, 
dated 10 August 1974, which reported on the growing 
concern of the Bahamian Government about renewed 
secessionist activity in Abaco. In addition to the 
information in reference, the official Bahamian 
service.which was the source of the above report, 
also provided a representative of this Agency on 7 
August 1974 the following text of. a memorandum it 
prepared for the Secretary of the Bahamian Cabinet:

“Please be advised that on 3 August 
1974, information has been received from 
our overseas contacts that Chester 
ZOCHOWSKI, alias Chester GARY, has recently 
been in touch with Mitchell L. WERBELL, and 
has reported that WERBELL is still planning 
unspecified revolutionary activity in Abaco. 
It is also reported that he has the support 
of some former U.S. Government employees 
and tnat he is trying to recruit a former 
Special Services officer to promote revolu­
tionary activity in Abaco (the name of 
Robert ARMSTRONG has been put forward as a 
possibility), there is also a suggestion 
that Robert VESCO might be financing some 
of the activity."

2. The "overseas contact" described above was 
identified by the Bahamian Service as the British 
MI-5 representative in Washington, D.C. The Bahamian 
Service did not identify the "U.S. Government employees" 
referred to above.

CLASSIFIED BY 010H6. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.



3. The files of this Agency reflect that Robert 
ARMSTRONG and Chester ZOCHOWSKI are known to your 
Bureau and their involvement in this matter has been 
reported in previous correspondence,to this Agency. 
Although the Bahamian Service reported ZOCHOWSKI's 
aliases "Chester GARY," it is believed that this 
refers to "Chester GRAY."

’4. The above information is being furnished to 
your Bureau for whatever action and further dissemi­
nation you. deem appropriate. The information, however, 
may not be discussed with any foreign nationals, 
including the British and the Bahamians.

FOR THE MRUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

David H. Blee

CIRA-0444-74

3,^



DD0/WH/7/CAR/A,.Ramos & E.Rhoad:cab/7493/1956 ( 12 August 1974)

Distribution:
Orig. & 1 - FBI

. 2 - OPS/LSN
1 - CIOPS/WH .
1 - 201-2599,10
1 - C/OS/SSO/OSB
1 - C/WHD
1 - WH/Security
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono
1 - 189-9-1 I
-1 - E/BC ,
1 - ADDO 1
1 - DDO ; .
1 - DDO/Registry

< 1 - WH/7/F0A File

BASED ON: WH/Miami 22274 (In 330060) dated 9 August 1974
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington. O.C. 20505

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

.. Attention: Intelligence Division

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, III

1. Reference is made to your memorandum dated 
6 August 1974; Subject: "Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, 
III, Internal Security - Abaco; Neutrality Matters- 

- Abaco;" your, reference (CI-3) 62-108665.

2. Authorization is granted for your Bureau to 
disseminate the attachment to Reference (your Bureau's 
memorandum dated 22 July 1974 at Atlanta, Georgia, 
concerning Subject) to the Department of State, the 
Bureau of Customs, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms and the Criminal Division of the Department 
of Justice. We would, however, appreciate your 
limiting the description of source AT T-l as being 
simply another government agency.

3. This Agency is most appreciative of your Bureau's 
handling of this sensitive matter and particularly the 
opportunity afforded this Agency to coordinate prior to 
further dissemination of this material.

4. We will be most interested in receiving any 
additional information concerning this matter which may 
come to your Bureau's attention.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

David H. Blee

CIRA-0439-74

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE CF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2).‘ IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.

SECRET/SENSITIVE
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DbO/WH/7/CAR/Ruth Lehman:ar:7493/1956 (9 August 1974)

Distribution:
Orig. 61 - FBI 

.2 - OPS/LSN
1 - CIOPS/hH
1 - 201-259910
1 - C/OS/SSD/OSB
i - c/Whd .
1 - WH/Security
1 - KH/7/CAR Chrono
1 - 189-9-1
1 - C/DCD 
1 - ADDO
1 - DDO .
1 - DDO/Registry
1 - FOA File

BASED ON: FBI Memorandum dated 6 August 1974 
Subject: ".Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, III, 
Internal Security - Abaco; Neutrality Matters - 
Abaco;" your reference (CI-3) 62-108665
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• 30 July 1974

; MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Western Hemisphere Division
I SUBJECT: CMitchell Livingston Kerbell and His |

Jtaployaent of Former CIA Employees j.

REFERENCE; CTRA-0371-74; Subject: Mitchell Livingston ;
KER BELL, III. !

1. On 29 July 1974, William McDonnell, FBI liaison 
officer, delivered the attached FBI memorandum to OPS/LSN. 
In delivering this memorandum, McDonnell stated that whereas 
the last sentence of paragraph 3 reads "by individuals des­
cribed aa former United States Government employees," Gray 
actually said that Kerbell had indicated that he was being 
assisted by former CIA employees. The F3I chose to use the 
term "former United States Government employees" in the at­
tached memorandum in order to 'make the newprandun less sen­
sational. '

2. Tills memorandum should be read la conjunction with 
CTRA-0371-74^ subject: Mitchell Livingston Verbell III, dated 
27 June 1974.

3, The FBI requests authorization to forward a copy of 
C1RA-0371-74, to the Department Of Justice. As this memorandum 
was forwarded to the Bureau for its infojrmation Only, your views 
on its passage to the Department of Justice are solicited. The 
FBI plans to ask the Department of Justice if the Department 
wishes the Bureau to investigate Mitchell Warbell for possiMa-y 
violation of the Neutrality Act. ' .--a—/

Signed

J 
!

i 

j

I

i

I

r I. G. Coleman 
C/OPS/LSM

CO";
E2
CL

IMPffT
BY 054698
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! DDO/OPS/LSN/FIGColeman/ck (30 July 74) \

! Distribution: - . '
: O&l - Addressee •
| . 1 - Chief, OS/SSD ____ _
S 1 - SH/Security -:U -: :.J'." ’ ■ " . ,
i 1 - KH/7/CAR ... ' i
• i - TP/AX - 201-259910 ; . . . . .
. - c 1 - OPS/LSN ' " ;
I . -. • .1 - OPS Reading Board ...... . , • , -

i
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^ECREW
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Washington. D.C. 20505

WARDING NOTICE
SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

MEMORANDUM FOR

ATTENTION

.SUBJECT

REFERENCE

G AUG 1974

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Intelligence Division

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL, III

A. Conversation between Mr. William 
McDonnell, FBI Liaison Officer and 
Mr; F.I.G. Coleman of this Agency 
on 29 July 1974.

B FBI New York Report dated 19 July, 
Subject as above.

1. Authorization is granted for your Bureau to pass 
a copy of CIRA-0371-74 dated 27 June 1974, Subject as 
above, to the Department of Justice for its use. We wish 
to make it clear, that the former Agency.employees mentioned 
in paragraph 2 of that report: John Patrick MULDOON and 
Theodore John ROUSSOS, provided their information voluntarily 
with the intent of seeking the. ad.v..i.ce.-of—.th.is Agency-on the 
legality of the proposed venture of the Friends of Abaco 
(FOA). Both men were advised to avoid contact with the 
FOA and to report their contacts to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

2. This Agency has not initiated any further contact 
with the individuals named above or with Walter Joseph MACKEM, 
the third former employee approached by the FOA. MACKEM, . 
however, did himself contact this Agency in an attempt to get 
an official policy on the activities of the FOA. He was

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). IMPOSSIBLE
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.
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SECRET/SENSITIVE
informed that the case comes under FBI jurisdiction, that 
this Agency has no official involvement, and that all 
information we had on the matter had been made available 
to your- Bureau. He was advised at that time to report 
his contacts and any information he had to your Bureau.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

ysy ijavid A. FhllHp*

Davi d A. Phi Hi ps 
j

I CIRA-0432-74
i ■ ,

SECRET/SENSITIVE
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DDO/WH/7/CAR/A1bert Ramos:cm:7493/1956 (5 August 74)

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - FBI

1 - OPS/LSN
J - CIOPS/WH 

- 201-259910
1 - C/OS/SSD/OSB
1 - C/WHD
1 - WH/Securfty
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono
1 - 189-9-1

BASED ON: C/OPS/LSN Memo to C/WHD dated 30 July 1974 
Subject: Mitchell Livingston WERBELL and 

his Employment of Former Agency 
Employees
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Station, WH/MiamfJ 
wo. . ;
------------------ _.._. _ - — . ,——._———- 
ROM • 

Chief, Western Hemisphere DiY-ision 
s.jj'.i 

Mitchell Livingston KERBELL.JII 
«wuiM;,j«HiiW>

1. For your background information, attached under 
separate coyer is one copy each of the following documents 
concerning Subject:

a. C.1RA-O371-74 dated 27 June 1974 ~

b. . LNERGO New York memo dated 19 July 1974

2. In forwarding the 19 July New York memo mentioned above, 
LNERGO reported .that in the last sentence of paragraph 3, GRAY 
actually said that WERBELL had indicated he was being assisted 
by former BKHEPALD employees. LnECOO chose to substitute IXSUZZ 
in order to ’make the memo less sensational.1

3. A copy of CIRA-O371-74 is being passed to the Department 
of Justice.

_ Wilma R. VAN SCOY

Attachments:
As stated above, u/s/c

Distribution:
2 - COS, WH/Miami (w/atts, u/s/c) E2 IMPOET

CL BY 010116

«t«tlill|Mt n DISARM $Y^c£l JhJ WM«#

UFPS-419
’(UMiUW»

wit

5 Aucust 1974
Mi Hit MV’U

Internal Distribution: 
1 - WH/REG w/o att 

0?- 201 -259910 w/l-b .

SECRET

IHlJ ■

ddo/is:

C»HU1 - h?ui .

.'7/CAR Ruth Lehman com
*: 74 93.;

-,11 ■■ 1

^'ivC^''1 *’■ • :. c»ii. ; y!;CS)VV!
1
1
1

WH/7/CAr. 
189-9-1 >
KH/7/CAR/r r iends 
of Abaco File w/o

above

CUM !•*.?•
5 !»7J ( M.Ui'Jv Jft'fd
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TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attention: intelligence Division 

PROS: Deputy Director for Operations S'
SUBJECT: Traces Requested by Mr. Vayoe Frankenfleld

j. 1. This taesorandua la in response to trace requests
I made by Mr. Wayne Frankenfield of the General Investigative

Division on 29 July 1974.

-2. The files of this office reveal no pertinent identi­
fiable inforaation on:

Advance Security Corporation of Atlanta, Georgia
Howard GIBSON of Georgia
Security Defense Systea of Marietta, Georgia

3. Nothing is known of the Central Investigative Agency, 
except as reported by the FBI.

4. The files of this o/fice contain considerable inforaa­
tion on Mitchell Livingston'VERBELL III, born 8 March 1918 in 
Philadelphia, Pa. The aajorlty of this inforaation was received 
fros the FBI. This office previously furnished the Bureau’infor­
mation on Sorbell under C3CI-3/773317 of 24 October 1962, subject 
WERBELL, Mitchell L.; and CSCI-316/02323-69 of 27 Juno 1969, sub­
ject W KB BELL, Mitchell Livingston III.

/ 5. . Werboll has never been employed by this Agency nor does
\ the Agency have any operational interest in hia. As a 2nd J Lieutenant In the Signal Corps in the China-Buraa theater in

PR II, Perbell was assigned to OSS froa April to Deccaber 1943.
In August 1959, this office considered using Verbell as a source 

j of inforaation on revolutionary activities in the Caribbean area,

E2 IMPORT 
CL BY 054698
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■ particularly Cuba, but terminated Its consideration of his |
possible use in October 1959. Frets December 1965 to.November j

■ 1966, Verboll contacted this Agency's Domestic Collection. I
। Division in Coral Gables, Florida to voluntarily offer later- \
\ Bation. > ; '

6. Verbell has been assessed as an unscrupulous wheelcr- 
dealer, a promoter of grandiose schemes, a man who lives beyond I
bls means, and a high pressure advertising and promotion man.

,j ? He hasrepeatedly misrepresented himself as both an employee 
ri of the U.S. government and the CIA. As an arms, dealer, he has
! bean involved .with numerous Latin American governments and exile

groups since the late 1950’e and is now involved in Bahamanaf- 
fairs. In 1969, he was in Thailand, attempting to sell the 

; ; government arms and a program to neutralize the communist threat
j in that country.

'k- Tf \ Verbell operated a public relations firm in Atlanta which
went into bankruptcy in 1959. lie subsequently became Vice Presl- > 
dent and Director of Research and Development of SIONICS, Inc.

i . of Atlanta, Georgia and later became a partner in Defense Systems i 
i Tnternatioual of Powder Springs, Georgia. ■

i 8. For further information on Werbell, you.are referred to
j i the Department of Defense and the Department of State. ,,^ . I

9. The Indices of this office reflect a Stephen Van’ CLEAVE, J 
President of Intelligence Services, Ltd., Suite 11-B, 130 West

i Wleuceh Rd., N.H., Atlanta, Georgia; telephone AC 404-255-7493. j
i The document concerning Van Cleave Is charged out, and wo are . I

socking to locate It. J
i /CAO :v-\

10. John Patrlck inJLDOGN is, as stated in our CIRA-0371-74 
of 27 June 1974, subject Mitchell Livingston Werbell III, a for­
mer Agency employee.' For further information bn Muldoon, yon ' i
are referred to this Agency's Office of Security. ’

CIR-316/O1815-74

C/OPS/LSN/FIGColeman/ck

Distribution:.
Oil - Addressee 

2 - OPS/LSN 
1 - IP/AN

(1 August 1974)

COjFIDEwn.U

^*^?OTW?KsSWffiS5’RR^^
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MEMO?.ATu>! FOR: Associate General Counsel, OGC

VIA. : Deputy Director for Operations

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston KER BELL III

REFERENCE :. Naur memorandum of 24 February 1976, 
Subject as above .

• 1.. Per reference fecuest, we are forwarding ■ 
information in.our files concerning contacts that have 
taken place(between this Agency and KER BELL.

2. The fol lowing is a summary of all DDO-contact 
directly with KER. BELL which took place in 1959:

a.- A. 6. July 1959 Memorandum to C/KH Division 
signed by Thomas J. Flores stated that General 
Cabell called Flores to report that KER BELL had 
called him. WER BELL discussed with General Cabell 
a trip KER BELL had taken to the Dominican Republic 
and offered to come to Washington at his own expense 
to discuss the trip. No commitments were made to 
WER BELL by General Cabell.

b. A 7 July 1959 Memorandum of Conversation 
signed by T. J. Flores stated that KER BELL was 
met in Washington", D.C., by Flores who discussed 
with WER BELL information concerning the Dominican 
Republic, Fidel Castro, Fulgencio Batista and 
General Pedraza.

c. AS July 1959 Memorandum of Conversation 
signed by T. J. Flores stated that on S July 1959 
Flores called WER BELL to set up an appointment. 
During the meeting, WER BELL was told that the 
United States would not support any revolutionary 
activities by General Pedraza, tie was also told 
that the U.S. will observe its international 
obligations concerning Cuba and Pedraza, and that
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the U.S. would not overlook, any violat ions .by, : 
Pedraza or his followers of the. neutrality-laws. 
Flores said that the Agency had some interest in 
the possibility of his (KER BELL's) working 
for us as-an intelligence gatherer under terms 
to be negotiated after we obtained a security 
clearance on.him. Flores pointed out that the 
Agency was not attemptihg.,to; limit his actions 
in- connection with the Dominican Republic, nor 

.■••was it -assuming any responsibility for those .
matters he carried but in his own behalf. 'Fibres 
dictated a-Secrecy Agreement to him and.had him 

■..sign it. .. , ' ■■

d. A 9 July 195? Mejorandum for the Record 
. signed byT. J. Flores reported that Subject . .

. called him on 9.July 1959 .from. S&w York. KER BELL 
gave Fibres, further information on Loos', fnu, 
the representative of a Colonel Frei/ fhu, of the 
Swiss army who had 1,000 men available for duty 
as soldiers.

e. A 20 July 1959 Memorandum for the Record 
signed by T. J. Flores reported that KER BELL 
called Fibres, from Miami on 20 July to ask about 
the Agency picking up the tab for his forthcoming 
trip to" the Dominican Republic. They discussed 
his clearance which had not come through.

f. A3 August 1959 Memorandum for the 
■Recdfd"'sighed by Martha R. Tharpe reported that 
on 24 July 1959 KER BELL called for Mr. Thomas J. 
Flores. Since Flores was on leave, Tharpe took 
the call. KER BELL gave Tharpe further infor­
mation concerning Pedraza and Batista. Tharpe 
called KER BELL back that evening to tell him 
that if he obtained further information to 
report it to Mr. Justin Gleichauf, 00 Contacts 
Representative in Miami, until Mr. Flores returned 
to Washington;

g. A 5 August 1959 Memorandum for;the Record 
signed by T. J. Flores stated that KER BELL phoned 
him on 5 August 1959 to ask if there was any news 
on his clearance. KER BELL said he wanted to go 
to the Dominican Rcpub]ic soon , and would like CIA 
to pick up his expenses. lie was told-there was no



news. Flores and KER BELL discussed the Dominican 
Republic and Cuba. On 3 August Flores ..phoned 
KER BELL and told him that his clearance had not 
been granted and that he, should sot predicate his 
activities on the expectation of the clearance at 
any given time. KER BELL said that the Pedraza, 
group was air lifting and dropping material’into 
Cuba. \

h. A 9 September 1959 Memorandum for the' 
Record sighed by. T. j. Flores reported that \ 
KER BELL.called Flores on 9 September 1959 to 
provide informat ion on Cuba. He was told by 
Flores that his clearance had hot yet been 
processed./' :/./i : . . '"'

i. According to a 23 September 1959 
Memorandum for the Record signed by T. J. Flores, 

. KER BELL called  on 9 September 1959 to ■ y - 
j ask. if his .clearance had come through since

Flor.es

he wanted the Agency to finance his trip to 
the Dominican Republic. He was told it had 
not. KER BELL told Flores about:sene people 
who had been discussing the counterfeiting 
of U. S. dollars and Cuban pesos for use in 
connection with -Cuban revolutionary activities. 
He was told by Flores to contact the FBI. On 
13 September KER- BELL had phoned Flores at home 
to say that the FBI had referred him to the 
Secret Service on the counterfeiting aspect, 
and that no one seemed particularly interested 
in the gun running. The Secret Service asked 
him to go to Miami at his own expense to obtain 
further information on the matter and KER BELL 
asked Flores' advice. Flores said that he could 
not influence him one way or the other since he 
was not in a position to direct his activities, 
but felt he might be better off to take no action. 
He was told that Flores would be in touch with 
him as soon as hehad any further information 
concerning our possible use of him.■

j. . A 13 October 1.959 Memorandum for the 
Record signed by Thomas J. Flores states that 
KER BELL phoned him on 25 September 1959 to report 
on Cuba. On 2 October 1959, Flores talked with 
KER BELL by phone and terminated the relationship.

3. The following undated memorandums arc also contained in 
KER BELL’S file:



a. A Memorandum,for the Record sighed by 
T. Fiores reports, that tik BELTr.-^
13 August 1959 to discuss Cuban activities in Miami. \ 
This memorandum also records that KER.BELL phoned 
Flores again on 26 August 1959 at which time activities 
in the Dominican Republic and Cuban activities* in 
Miami were discussed. KER BELL also asked about the 
status of his clearance, and was told it had not yet 
come through.

- > b;.-l .A-letter sighed "K" addressed to "Toin"
‘ gave'’ "K*s'' location and some information concerning 

Batista and Castro. {Th^ in :
the 1959 time frame.).

c. . A Memorandum of Conversation signed by 
T. Flores reports that i.TR: BELL called Flores’ and ' 
ga.ehislocation.ThestatusofWERBELL's 
clearance-was discussed.and Flores told him it • 
aadnot yet cdme through. KER BELL gave Flores 
seme- information concerning Batista. (This 
.memorandum probably is in the 1959 time frame;)

d. An unsigned- reports apparently from' ?
; KER BELL, gave a summary of his contacts and 

activities during a trip to the Dominican Republic. 
(This report is probably in the 1959 tine frame.)

.4. -A 17 December 1963 dispatch from Station Santo Domingo 
reported that Station N’OC Officer Joseph Luna recently met 
KER BELL in Santo Domingo.' No further details of the meeting 
were reported.

5, According to the CS file on KER BELL, three former 
Agency employees were contacted in 1974 by KER BELL and other 
representatives of a group called "Friends of Abaco ..:0A), 
a group allegedly advocating the -secession of the island of 
Abaco from the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. The three former 
employees contacted are:

a. John Patrick Muldoon, retired from 
CIA en 20 March 1972.

b. Theodore John Roussos, retired from CIA 
on 31 July 1970. He was rehired on a 
contract in February 1971. His contract 
was terminated in September 1973.
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c. Kalter Joseph Mackem, separated from 
CIA on 31 October 1975.

6. Mr. Muldoon contacted Agency employee E. James 
McTighe on 22 May 1974. Mri Muldoon told'Mr. McTighe 
that he was nominal Vice President of a Washington-based 
firm called "Security Consultants international." He presented 
Mr. McTighe with a report, containing the essential data he 
possessed Concerning WER BELL and other members of FOA whom 
he had met<'on"i7. .a;nd -,2(^ According
to Mr. Mulddon.,KER BELL -had Jipi^s/:pf;^ta£^ gaming 

: , casinos,''hotel and other tourisr faciritiesinAbacocatering 
to the U. S. tourist crowd.. As. a consequence of some run-in 
with -Prime Minister Pindling. of thb Bahamas^ however, KER BELL 
is appaYeht'lJv g&hsjgv^ the~EalFamasi hence: h .
ambitions appeareerto Ee-contingent on Abacan independence.

■ Mr. Muldoon reported that at ..least won two occasions KER BELL ■ 
"made a concerted effort to involve persons formerly affiliated 
with the Agency in the activities of the FOA in support of 

. its independence. On.several occasions, WER BELL introduced 
-Mr.' Muldoon and Mr. Roussos as active Agency officials, implying 
that either the Agency or the United States Government supported 

■the.aims of the FOA. WEB BELL also proposed, to Messrs. Muldoon 
and Roussos in separateconversations that they conduct a study, 
involving a visit to Abaco, to determine the feasibility of 

’Abaco's independence in political and economic terms, The 
study was to include interviews with citizens of Abaco prior 
to an alleged "plebiscite" on independence to take place in

. ..Abaco on 28 June 1974. In default of the collaboration of 
• .either Muldoon or Roussos, WER BELL hired Mr. Kalter Joseph 

Macken, .a. former-. Agency - friend -of both Muldoon and Roussos . 
According to WER BELL's file, Mackem later in 1974 contacted 
the Agency in an- attempt to get an official policy on the 
activities of the FOA. Mackem was informed that the case 
comes under FBI jurisdiction, that this Agency has no official 

.involvement, and that all information we had on the matter had 
. been made available to the FBI. He was advisbd at that time 

to report his. contacts and any information he had to the FBI.

7. On 24 March 1975, Mr. Joseph P. Hayes, assigned to 
SE/PCH, reported that during the week of 9 March 1975, he 
talked Kith Mr. Wesley Dyckman. Mr. Dyckman is a former Agency 
employee employed by the Drug Enforcement Agency. According 
to Dyckman, former Agency employee Walter Mackcm Kas employed 
in the Washington area as a private investigator. He is also 
involved Kith a paramilitary activity funded by some unnamed . 
British source. The activity, which Dyckman referred to as



"the hew land project" sought to establish a tax shelter on 
one of the oUL-isiauas pt the Caribbean by forcefully taking 
over the island and establishing a government there. Mackern 
is supposedly involved in the paramilitary training of forces 
who would participate in this adventure. According to Dyckman, 
the paramilitary‘training supposedly was to take place in 
Georgia, where KER BELL is based.. i

8. On 31 August 1974, Mr. .Roussos met with Mr. K. Michael 
Absher, who at that time w^ told him that
KER BELL was leaving, for Athens oh 31 August to sell arms to 
the Greek Gbverhmeht.' &^ Roussos to be his
advisor in this, venture and to go to Athens. Roussos told 
WER BtLL that he would check with CIA before giving him an answer. 
KER BELL tasked Roussos ;fo see if the Agency was in favor of 
Such an aimsdealor hot, Mr. Absher strongly advised against 
Roussos' getting involved in this deal. Roussos told Mr. Absher 
that he understood and agreed not to get involved. Roussos 
said that KER BELL would probably call him from Athens and he 
would give KER BELL a final negative reply. -

9. Oh 22 July 1974, the FBI reported that KER BELL may 
be. in possession of a one-line note from former CIA director' 
Killian Colby stemming from a chance meeting with the Director 
at an OSS alumni dinner, reading something like "Good to see 
you again." This note was apparently used by KER BELL to 
suggest that he and Mr. Colby were good friends. This infor­
mation was passed on to Mr. Colby on 9 August 1974.

10. According to reporting from several Stations, WER BELL 
and Arthur L. Smith (a cohort of WER BELL's) were in several 
Central American countries during August and early. September... 
1962. Their principal activity appeared to be contacting 
.officials of the governments of Guatemala, Nicaragua, and 
El Salvador for the purpose of obtaining recognition of a 
de facto Cuban Government in exile called the "United 
Organization for the Liberation of Cuba." In discussions with 
Nicaraguan Government representatives, WER BELL claimed the 
proposed Cuban Government in exile had the support of 90 
separate Cuban exile organizations and 186,000 Cuban exiles.. 
KER BELL offered a.representative of the Nicaraguan Government 
$100,000 to obtain that government's recognition of the Cuban 
Government in exile. The group claimed to have its headquarters 
at 1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW, in Washington, D.C. While in 
Guatemala, Smith claimed that the group had a man in the 
Department of State in Washington, D.C., whoir. they pay $6,000 
per year "to keep them advised."



11. In December 1965 KER EELL contacted a Miami DCD 
asset and told him that he ana six Cuban exiles ir. th” i.1. S. 
had organized a group, including approximately 20 Cubans 
inside Cuba,, to perform a commando operation in Cuba during 
early January 1966.. Their primary mission was the assassination 
of Fidel. Castro, with the secondary mission of blowing up the 
generators that supply electricity to Havana, Cuba. KER BELL, 
at the time, stated that he was trying to get a "green light" 
from CIA to proceed with the mission, and inferred that the ' 
mission would be called off if such approval was not obtained.

. ,12. On 7 February 1966 the Miami office of the FBI 
contact with various news 

agencies cOncerhihg. ah alleged plan to assassinate Fidel Castro, 
and reportedly also had discussed the plan with Mr. Richard

■ Phillips, Public- Affairs Officer, Department of State, Washington, 
D;C.. KER BELL-claimed to have a group of some 500 men infiltrated 
into Cuba and said that they were ready for action to overthrow 

.the regime immediately following the.assassination of Castro. 
According to the FBI, WER BELL gave the impression that he is 
acquainted with many high government officials",’both"in the U.’S.

? and other countries, and implied .that his assassination plan 
had been approved by CIA.

13. According to a memorar.dum in WER BELL’s file, on 7 
February 1968, one Bruce Arman Baker telephoned an employee 
of this Agency and said he had been in contact with WER BELL. 
Mr. Baker said that WER BELL was in the weapons manufacturing 
business and delivered them by air throughout the world. 
Mr., Baker said that he understood that KER BELL does this for 

■ ■ CIA. Mr..Baker said that he understood from WER BELL that he 
would have to get a CIA’ security clearance to fly for WER BELL. 
Baker said that he was afraid that his past smuggling record 
might keep him from getting a CIA clearance.

14. WER BELL came to the attention of the Bangkok Station 
in earl}- 1969 when Jie went to Thailand representing himself 
as Vice President of Sionics, Atlanta, Georgia. He described 
himself as a counterinsurgency expert, had a variety of weapons 
to display, claimed to be a retired colonel, and introduced 
himself at a local nightclub as Chief of CIA in..Thailand. 
KER BELL attempted to sell arms to the Thais and also, to a 
variety ofi U. S. military elements. Station Bangkok passed 
the gist of his reputation to key personal ities in the U.S. 
mission and the Thai Government stressing that he was no< 
sponsored in any way by the U. S. Government.

f ^.mV



15. KER BELL was also the subject df two’memorandums , 
signed by Lawrence R. Houston. Mr. Houston, answering a 
request from Joseph J. Liebling, Deputy-Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, on 23 February 1971, denied KER BELL'S alleged 
affi1iation; with the CIA. On 28 October 1971, Mr. Houston 
wrote Mr. David H. Hcnretta, Jr., of the Industrial Security 
Clearance Review Division, to return notarized Interrogatories 
previously sent by Mr. Henretta.

16. We have no information on Colonel Bayard except news 
articles reporting his death which were forwarded by the FBI.

17. Per your request, we have sent instructions to the 
LA/Miahi Station that there should be no contact with KER BELL.

. Nestor D.Sanche:. ' 
Acting Chief 

Latin America Division

DDO/LA/CAR/Cari/D. Geisler:rb Ext. 1956 (3 March 76)
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WARNING NOTICE 
SENSITIVE IHELLI.G?;CE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

27 JUN 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

■ATTENTION : Intelligence Division ■ -

SUBJECT : MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL, Ilf

1. Reference is made to your Bureau’s File No. 
MM 105-21382, Subject as above, and your Bureau’s 
reporting on Subject’s involvement with the "Abaco 
Independence Movement" (AIM) in the Commonwealth of ' 
the Bahamas,

2. For your information only, three former employees 
of this Agency were contacted in June 1974 by representatives 
of a group called "Friends of Abaco," a group, allegedly 
advocating the secession of the island of Abaco■from- the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas. Contact was initiated by 
Mitchell Livingston WERBELL III, an international arms 
dealer, and a naturalized Lithuanian named Michael OLIVER, 
both of whom attempted to involve the former Agency 
employees in the Abaco Independence Movement (AIM), of 
which your Bureau is' familiar. The three former employees 
contacted are:

a. John Patrick MULDOON ^
DPOB: 25 August 1937. Washington, D. C.
Retired from this Agency on 20 March 1972 
Address at time of retirement:

4305 Kcntbury Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY SB (2). IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC’DECLASSIFICATION.



b. Theodore John ROUSSOS , 
DPOB: 14 July 1919, Washington, D. C. 
Retired: 31 July 1970
Address at tine of retirement:

2918 Hardy Avenue 
’•hcaton, Maryland 

Note: ROUSSOS was rehired on a contract 
basis in February 1971.. His contract 

. C was terminated September 1973.

' c. Walter Joseph MACKEM
DPOB: 13 December 1937, Omaha, Nebraska 
Separated: 31 October. 1973 
Address at tine of separation:

2609 N. Potomac 
Arlington, Virginia

3. Mitchell Livingston WERBELL III, the principal 
owner- of the arms manufacturing firn Defense Systems - 
international and an international arms dealer, has been 
encouraging a group of Bahamian citizens on the island 
of Abaco who seek to secede from the Bahamian Commonwealth. 
In this affair WERDELL has been collaborating with a 
group based in Miami called the ''Friends of Abaco." 
Active in the Friends of Abaco is Michael OLIVER, a wealthy 
land developer residing at 20S9 El Rancho Drive, Carson City 
Nevada. OLIVER, a naturalized U. S. citizen, was born 
Moses OLITSKI on 11 December 1928 in Lithuania.

4. In encouraging persons in Abaco to seek 
independence of Nassau, OLIVER’S apparent motive is to 
establish a prototype government based on principle's of 
free enterprise expounded in a paperback book which he 

.has authored called "A New Constitution for a Nev/ Country" 
(Fine Arts Press, Reno, Nev. - 1968). l.'ERBELL, on the 
other hand, has privately expressed a desire to establish 
a tourist mecca on Abaco to include hotels, recreation 
facilities and gambling casinos. 'Officials of Holiday 
International, a Baltimore firm specialized in recreation 
and health spas, have been briefed by '.N'RBELL and OLIVER 
recently on the /Abaco movementi Robert A. C. H.AMILTON, 
13th Lord of Eelhaven and Sten ton Jand a member of the



Friends of Abaco, oh 10 June 1974 sponsored a resolution 
in behalf of the Abaco Independence Movement on the floor 
of the British House of Lords, following conversations 
with WERBELL in 'Washington in late May.

5. Despite the seeming innocence of the enterprise, 
however, we-have observed that WERBELL, in particular, 
has made a concerted effort to involve persons formerly . 
affiliated with this Agency in the activities of the 
Friends of Abacb in support of Abaco’s independence. 
Oh several occasions, involving at least two former 
officers of this organization, MULDOON and ROUSSOS cited 
above, ’WERBELL has introduced them as presumably active 
Agency officials in such a fashion as to imply, according 
to the persons involved, that either this Agency or the 
United States Government supports the aims of the 
Friends of Abaco.

6. Most recently, ’WERBELL has proposed to both 
retired officers inseparate conversations that.they 
conduct a study, involving a visit to Abaco, to determine 
the feasibility of Abaco's independence in political and 
economic terns. The study would include interviews with 
citizens bn Abaco prior to an alleged "plebiscite" on 
independence to take place in Abaco on 2S June 1974. 
To be included in the investigation is research on the 
probable reaction in the United Nations Organization to 
a petition from political groups in Abaco for support on 
independence, notably any parallels to be found in 
precedents such as the Biafra secession from .Nigeria.

7. Andrew ST. GEORGE, a nationally known free-lance 
writer, has become active in ’WERBELL'S organization and 
claims to be. preparing an article on WERBELL and the 
Abaco movement for publication'in True Magazine. 
ST. GEORGE has participated in the several meetings that 
WERBELL, OLIVER arid their associates have had with the 
two retired Agency officers', Mr. John MULDOON and. 
Mr. Ted ROUSSOS. ’



8. In default of the collaboration of either 
MULDOON of ROUSSOS, WERBELL and OLIVER have, hired 
Walter Joseph MACKEM, a forr.erAgcncy friend of both 
MULDOON and ROUSSOS.

?. John MULDOON, is currently employed as the 
Washington representative of the firn Security Consultants 
International, a subsidiary of the Atlanta (Ga.) detective 
agency. Central Investigative Agency. ROUSSOS is not . 
employed. .

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

/s/ David A. PhilllP® 

David A. Phillips

CIRA-0371-74
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Memorandum for the Record

Subject: Agency Retiree's Involvement with 
Abaco Independence Group

1. Through the intermediary of Robert Brown, DC/EA, 
and retired staffer Jack "Red" Stent, I was put in-touch 
oh 22 May 4974 with John MULDOON, another retired staffer 
who is now hominal vice-president of a Washington-based 
firm called "Security Consultants International." 
Muldoon made the contact with me apparently on the 
advice of Bob Brown and Red Stent whose counsel he 
sought in an effort to -protect himself from the possible 
implications of his involvement with a group promoting, 
the ~irfdepFndehce“of -the Bahamian Commonwealth island of - 
Abaco. We met at 1100 hours at "Tony’s" on L street 
and 18th N.W. in downtown Washington. Red Stent was 
there to introduce me to Muldoon but he did not participal 
in the discussion.

2. Muldoon presented me with a typewritten report 
containing the essential data he possessed concerning 
a group of individuals with whom he had met on Friday, 
17. May 1974 in Washington. Attending the meeting with 
Muldoon on that occasion were Mitchell WERBF.LL HI (aka 
"Mitch three"). Lord and Lady BELLHAVEN (alleged British 
peers), Mike OLIVER (a wealthy electronics tycoon of 
European, possibly French, origin who currently resides 
in Carson City, Nevada), Howard HANDELMAN (Washington 
correspondent of "U.S. News and World Report"), Renee 
(Inu) (the evening’s object of Werbell's seemingly 
voracious affections) and an employe of the Library of 
Congress whom'Muldoon chose not to identify to me. At 
a subsequent meeting on Monday, 20 May 1974, Muldoon 
had lunch with WERBELL and free lance writer Andrew St. 
GEORGE who is also involved with WERBELL in the Abaco 
independence enterprise. The Wcrhell group is known 
as the "Friends of Abaco” (already documented as such 
in our files).

SECRET
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3. .’. Lr'ow’cdgv of the background of the principals
is essential to a comprehension of the affair as recounted 
by .Muidoori:

a. Island of Abaco - From available file > 
information we know that Abaco is a small island at the 
north end of the Bahamas archipelago a short distance • 
off the Florida coast- which was populated in 1785 by 
British Loyalists and their Black.slaves fleeing the 
United States following independence. The island remains 
about 504 white. Openly apprehensive ih anticipation of 
the Bahamas’ independence from Great Britain, the residents 
of Abaco, both white and black, have found themselves - 
since Independence - the object of apparent antagonism 

.and administrative neglect on the part of the Pindling 
government, which has fueled talk of secession from 
Nassau rule. This talk has been institutionalized in an 
indigenous, organization headed by a white, Charles "Chuck" 
HALL , arid called the Abaco Independence Movement (AIM). 
HALL is a resident of Marsh Grove, the country cross roads 
which poses as the metropolitan capital of Abaco; he 
frequently visits Miami where he meets with Werbell.

b. Mitchell WERBELL III - A Philadelphian, 
WERBELL was a member of OSS in the Far East during World 
War II where, according to Muldoon, he came to know the 
Director and Lou Conein. Werbell currently a resident 
of Atlanta, now is president of an international arms 
peddling firm called Defense Systems International (DSI). 
in addition to industrial security systems, according to 
MULDOON, DSI sells automatic weapons (including a minia­
ture machine pistol with a silencer) and bomb-booby-trapped" 
items of various sorts (e.g., a tennis ball with a fuse 
which is automatically activated when you stop playing) 
and other James Bondian accessories. Werbell hopes to 
establish gaming casinos, hotels and other tourist 
facilities in Abaco catering to the U.S. tourist crowd 
available for easy ferrying from nearby Miami. As a 
consequence of some run-in with Prime. Minister Michael 
Pindling, however, Werbell is apparently permanently 
persona non grata in the Bahamas; hence his ambitions 
appear to becontingent on Abacan independence.

c. Mike OLIVER - The financial angel of the 
"Friends of Abaco," Oliver's origins and auspices are 
somewhat obscure to Muldoon. OLIVER claims to have spent

SECRET
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time in a Nazi concentration camp during World Kar II; 
he speaks excellent .French; he has a pet political 
theory which he has published. He is seeking some 
political entity where he can put his theory into 
practice to illustrate to the U.S. government that it 
is worth practicing*in this country. In contrast to 
/his. col league Mitch Three Kerbell, however, he seems 
adamantly opposed to establishing a gambling empire.

- d. Lord and Lady BELLHAVEN - A member of 
the British House of Lords, BELLHAVEN plans to make 
a speech there, following his return to London on 22 
May 1974; castigating the British government for 
allowing Abaco to.be abused by Nassau. BELLHAVEN *^ 
appears to be identical with Robert Anthony Carmichael 
HAMILTON, both 27 Feb 27, the 13th Lord of BELHAVEN 
arid STEM-TON. His wife is the former Elizabeth Anri 
MOSELEY, daughter, of. the late Colonel Arthur Henry ' 
MOSELEY (whose claim to Janie remains to be probated) . 
This information comes from several tomes oh the .
English peerage which were researched for me by Sally 
Ann Brown of E/BC. .

e. Howard HANDELMAN - the U.S. News and 
World Report correspondent also has contacts with the 
Agency, a fact which concerns Muldoon.

f. Central Investigation Agency - An Atlanta . 
detective Agency established a few years ago by Howard 
COSGROVE, a former Georgia police officer specialized 
in narcotics operations who was apparently fired from 
the force for reasons unknown to Muldoon. COSGROVE 
retains a 26° interest in the CIA (sic); Mitchell 

-WERBELL IV ("Mitch Four") holds another 26* and a re­
maining 6! interest is held by the nominal president of 
"CIA," a retired Army colonel named Byer or Briar. The 
"CIA" has in turn cstablisiied Security Consultants Inter­
national, as a Washington-based wholly owned subsidiary. 
SCI's specialities are anti-audio sweeps and electronic ’ 
surveillance using devices developed by one David MORISSEY, 
an electronics engineer who collaborates with MULDOON & 
"CIA."

4. The incident which alarmed Muldoon occurred 
during the Friday gathering of the individuals mentioned 
in paragraph two. Muldoon was palmed off by Kerbell at 
this gathering as an "official of the CIA (Central



4-00000

Intelligence Agency, in this instance)" who was there 
to attest to the fact that neither the CIA nor the U.S, 
Government is. opposed to Abacan independence. His 
interlocutors, despite .Muldoon’s protests that he was 
retired from.CIA and in no way represented U.S:, government 
interests respecting Abaco, seemed anxious - he felt - 
to accept his presence there as evidence of U.S. 
government ehdpgisement of the Abacan independence movement.

5; Muldoon took some pains to gain reassurance that 
he would hot be pinpointed by Werbell as the source of 
this "information if any action were taken bn it. I 
assured him that, apart frpm'the particular incident on 
17 May 1974, the general outlines of WERBELL and his 
activities and aspirations for Abaco have already been 
reported, by two or three other sources! Since there is 
hothi.ng_jhe_ Agency can plaus ibly do' at this juncture 
about WERBELL's apparent effort to cori his supporters 
into thinking that the CIA was backing the Abaco 
independence venture,, I told Muldoon I planned merely 
to make his side of this story a matter of record and 
let it go at that. ' _ \ -

6 ., To cap off the story. Red Stent invited us to; 
lunch at the Class’Reunion on Eye Street and 18th. When 
Muldoon and I arrived to meet Stent we found him ensconced 
at a corner table with three other people. Red rushed 
over to inform us that he would be introducing me as a 
colleague of his from AEROJET. He then presented me to 
WERBELL, Werbell's date.Patricia BOTOND and Cecil BROWNLOW 
of "Aviation Weekly." WERBELL, looking for all the world 
like jerry Colonna, was intent on the task of seducing 
Miss. BOTOND, who ..happened to be promoting a convention 
for the Atlantic Union organization, a political enterprise 
which is an offshoot of the World Federalists Movement. 
Miss BOTOND, as it turned out was reared in Shanghai, China, 
at the same time as Stent. Red had attended school with 
her brother - the German School in Shanghai. Miss BOTOND 
had been expelled from the German school in the late 1930s 
for having had anti-Nr.zi doodles in her copybook. 
Brownlow had helped Red obtain aerial photos of the 
ChiCom consulate compound in Geneva in the early 1960s 
when Red was stationed in Paris. When Werbell had 
wearied of the reminisences of Stent and Botond and had 
managed to hustle his prey off to a private table. Stent 
revealed to BROWNLOW that I was not AEROJET but CIA. 
Fortunately my name was mumbled at the introduction so that 
no one could have repeated it. No one in fact seemed 
interested.

^B^!^SW6i^§iggg^SSBI!^BHlWWWMWKMtgHS^WS^



7 . Following lunch Muldoon left witn a colleague 
for a meeting at the Justice Department to determine . 
whether in sweeping Embassy buildings in Washington he 
must register.as an agent of a foreign government 
(whichever it might be). Brownlow went about his 
business. Stent paid for the lunch. I returned to 
what Stent whimsically refers to as the "Funny Farm." 
My only regret is that George Orwell could not have 
joined us for that lunch.

' E. Jaines McTighe
L dc/Wz

DDO/KH/7/E.James McTighe:sdf (24 May 74) 
Distribution:

Orig - DC/EA .
1 - 189-9-1 .

201-259910
1 - C/WH/7
1 - DC/KHD ■
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KAMS:

i BUIS:

; CITIZENSHIP:

ADDRESSL

MARITAL STATUS:

CHILDREN:

BIPLOIMBIT:-,

EDUCATION:

TRAVEL:

PAPERS:

DATA DATED:

150 126

7 July 1965

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

BOTOND, Istvan

17 Aug 1921, Hungary

USA, Naturalized, May 12, lp62

2152 Wyoming Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.

. BOTOND, Patricia, Nee: POTTER

BOTOND, Krisztina; >b".'cl96O
BOTOND, Andrew; b. C1962 
Step-Children;

Lila; b. C19W
Christopher; b. CI9U7

Architect/Urban Designer. The Perkins AW ill 
Partnership, Washington,. D.C.
1955: Palatine Joseph Polytechnic University, 
Budapest, Hungary
1961: Harvard University, Cartridge, Masa

Extensive

F.I.C.A.: OTMS'&HS

Not Dated



ISTVAN BO-fUND. A. I. A.
Archittc^Urbaa Designer
2152 Wybm lag Ave sue, N.W. Washington, D-C. 20008 (202) DU^ont 7-7525

. Citizenship:

' Marital status:

43
Born: August 17, 1921, Hungary

U.S.A. (Naturalized, May 12. 1962)

Married. '
Wife: Patricia Potter Botond (U.S.A.)

F.l.C.A.

Children: Krisztina, 3 1/2 years
Andrew, 2 years
(Lila, 16 years, and Christopher, 15 years, from 
wife's previous marriage'are not fully dependent '

074-32-6419

Education: . Dipl. Architect ' ' '
Palatine Joseph Polytechnic University,-

. Faculty of Architecture and Engineering, 
Budapest, Hungary, 1955

Master of Architecture tn Urban Design 
Harvard University, Graduate School of Design, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1961’

Registered Architect
New York Sure # 8181

Professional 
Affiliation:

Awards: j

‘ Languages: 

Travel:

latere sts:

District of Columbia-...# A-157C " “ '
NCARB Certificate # 4936

'Corporate Member,
American Institute of Architects, Washington Metropolitan Chapter

1954, Fourth Prize for replanning of a bombed city square and 
neigiiorhood in Debrecen, Hungary (co-des'lgner)

1961, Scholarship at Centro bternazlonale di Stud!
di Archltettura "Andrea Palladio, " Italy

English, Hungarian, German. French (acquaintance)

The Bahamas *58; Europe *59, '62, '65; Canada *61, '62;
U.S. Virgin Islands '63, '65; Bermuda *63

Music, photography, sports: titling, tennis
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Istria Botond, pig-: 2

Publications: Magyar EpitOmOvdazet ("Hungarian Architecture") -? monthly
Jan." !56: Airport and Buildings (Diploma thesis) . 
July '58: Furniture Factory tn Debrecen, Hungary

Harvard University Library I
? - Factors that Shape the City: Case Study--Budapest

PROFESSIONAL June 1963 - Present I
■ ^^®C8 The Perkins i Will Partnership, Architects /

’ ' . ' 'Washington, D.C. ; - •

Head of •Design-Department !
Responsible and involved in every design-job as guide and 
critic.. Ih additiou to administrative duties (Personnel, Budget, 
Schedules, etc.), .active designer of two major projects:

a) University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C.
Teaching Hospital and Ambulant Patient Facilities * 
First stage ready for bld
Esc $7,500,000

b) Duke University, Durham, N.C.
Research Laboratory Building for Medical Sciences 
Working drawings under preparation
Esc $5,400,000

Other Department worts:

Duke University, Durham, N.C; 
Main Entrance
Bld: $3,700,000

IXike University, Durham, N.C.
• Clinical Research H Buildings

Esc $ 1,800,000

George Washington Univeroity, Washington, D.C.
Long Range Plan

Doctors" Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
Esc $2,600,000

Virgin Islands Medical Centers: St. Thomas, St. Croix 
Esc $ 14,000,000 each



Istria Bocood, page 3 w

PROFESSIONAL Dr erm be r 1956-June 1963
EXPERIENCE (.Absent ten months for Post-Graduate Studies)

I.M. Pel & Associates, Architects & Planners 
New York, New York

Architect Designer/Hanner . .

Hotel Denver Hilton: design work and detailing of precast 
exterior and store fronts

M.I.T. Earth Science Building: preliminary design 
. and planning work

Union Station area project, Toronto, Canada: site
’^■': - ■- -.. ■;;.'Av ’' _ axiaJysis‘ii»d feasfbiiity stucUes

"Financial Raza," Downtown Toronto, Canada: 
- preliminary-studies for a bank's-and office buildinga

■ . project

Weybosset Hill, Urban Renewal'Project, .Providence, R.I.: 
Urban Designer intbe Planning Team

Newhouse Communication Center, Schoo! of Journalism, 
Syracuse University, New York: consultant on precast 

3 . -exterior system

Town Center-Haza, Southwest Washington, D.C.: site 
study for extension of a newly constructed Housing-

' ■ - Shopping project.

Prior to December 1956

Various architectural positions in Hungary (part-time 
during University years.)

. Final year: (August 1955-Ndvember 1956) Head of
Architectural Department in the Regional Haiming

• Bureau for Northeast Hungary. Duties similar to
. present position.



SUrf£ 4Q>l 1451 SOUTHING STREET^ 9(814 IEHQn£949^7331 Cable Address: CESCiVCQ

Duu ^Bradstreet, Inc. 
Km. 5 08 , 677 Ala Moana 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

’ Att’n: Neil Leitner

Neil,

Wc. have a f inancial statement on Oliver-Roza Corp.-,' dated 
10/13/69 by Chalk & Joerc, CPA’s, 717. North Curry St., P.O.
Box 1060, Carson City, Nevada, 89071. ~

A;, appraisal of an "Oliver Subdivision" by Noble ".. Murray, 
Real Estate Appraiser 6 Consultant, 2345 Camas Rd., Carson City 
Nevada.

Kicii.-.el Oliver, an Electronic’s Engineer, of 2089 El Rancho- 
Drive, Carson City, Nevada, is President of at least two 
corporations, author of "A New Constitution For A New Country"; 
had a committment from Whitehall Securities Corp., 138 Main Sc. 
OceanPort, New Jersey, to hie Vanguard Corp, to underwrite the 
sales of 500,000 shares of common stock at $10.00 per share; 
deal fell thru because British or Dutch governments failed to 
come thru withi tax relief. ■ aamo

LFJ/mba .



14-00000

A j

■ )■
‘V

65 52 C4-712-3096
VANGUARD CORP

• > mi. .-. ; >; . .. I*.:.
OR 48 MAR’’l< 1969 N 

LAND DEVELOPMENT’. 1968

iU
c-

N Q
2089 EL RANCHO OR : 
CARSON CITY NEV 69701

TEL 702 882-2483 . SU'iW

MICHAEL OLIVER, PRES
MORRIS C. DAVIS, V PRES 
BETTY S. (MRS. M.) OLIVER, SEC-TREAS 

: DIRECTORS: THE officers and L. A. Whltnore;
Joseph A. Foss Jr, Dr. R. 6. Williams, Dr. R. Meiers, 
Arthur L. Bonike, and Robert Johnson.

PAYMENTS 
EMPLOYS 
RECORO

UNDETERMINED 1 
3
CLEAR

' PAYMENTS! ■ Suppliers for this operation were not located during current Invest!- ’ 
gation. Oliver's personalpaymcnt recordis sarisfactory.

- Si STORY J.0n>fer 19' 1969, M.Oliver, president, was unavailable for an interview. 
One outs Jde ’ source's ubmitted the foi lowing statement from M ichaeI Oliver, : '
personally, dated Apr 25 1968 
Cash $
Accts Rec 
Coin Col lection A Stocks

Current 
R E 
Autos

To+a I 
, Unsigned.

■Or

8,200 Accts Pay $ . J 50 ~
. 1,300 OwI ng Autos 3,200

6,000

15,500 Current 3,359 .
327,000 Mtns 

NET WORTH
27,047

5,900. 318,003

348,400 Total 348,400

.Real estate includes interest in Oliver-Roos Corp of S289,000; Carson 
City residence. 523,000; house at San Diego, Calif, SI5,000. Statement was 
obtained from outside sources.

’ On Mar 18 1969, 01iver was uravailable for an Interview.
Details on.this business were not available In outside quarters; One 

outside source reported that operations are currently in the formative stages.

HISTORY Incorporated in Nevada Nov I 1968; authorized capital, $500,000. MICHAEL
OLIVER, born 1920, married. 1965 to starting this concern, engaged In lane 
development, as an officer in Oilver-Boza Corporation. Prior to that, was 
associated with the Philco Corp, in Palo.Alto, Calif: Prior to that, employed 
by Volt Tech Corp., at San Diego. The directors are residents of the State 
of CVlifornia; antecedent informationis hot currently aval table.

OPERATION Operates In the land development field. Full scope of operations not 
learned. Thoro-are-noemploygd^.Yapai-t froiftytijo-crf jeers. LOCATION: Headquarters 
are maintained at 01 Iver’s residence. Oowurf j^i 77U, 'p’lf^- M.OMPtA^ 
3-19 (200c 6) ' » /

WNOlf OB IN AAAI IN ANT JORM OB MANNIB WHATIVH.
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OLIVER ROSA CORP

2089 El RANCHO DR . 
'CARSON CITY.NEV 89701 ,

• TEL 702 882-2483

• MICHAEL OLI VER/PRES 
FRANK ROSA, JR, V PRES 
BETTY S (MRS M) OLIVER, 
DIRECTORS: The Officers

PATENTS UNDETERMINED: 
■ EMPLOYS .4 . .

SEC-TREAS • - REC0R3 INCOMPLETE
and Robert* R Johnson

. .PAYMENTS Suppliers for this operation were not located during current. —---------
Investigation. 01 Ivor's personal payments record is satisfactory/ .

FINANCE ' On April 28, 1971 off I cars were “absent. ' “ ■ ------
Reporter estimates are:

Real estate $ 290,000*
REALESTATE TITLE VALUE

Residence of Olivers Oliver/Wife $23,000
House, Sah Diego Oliver/Wife 15,000

Further current financial .estimates are unavailable. Concerning a 
personal statement of Michael Oliver, dated April 1968, total assets were 

, listed at 5348,400 and net worth at $318,003. Net worth of 01iver centered
heavil, In real estate.

Operations of the concern appear to be profitable. Full extent of 
operations, unknown. Fi re.J nsurance details not learned. Business is well 

. - ............. established arid affairs appear to be kept In order.

BANKING Bank facility not learned.

HISTORY Incorporated Nevada on Nov 5 1965, authorized capital S200,000 with
20,000 shares at 510 per share.

. M OLIVER born 1920, married. Was associated with the Philco Corp in 
Palo Alto, Calif. Prior to that, employed by Volt Tech. Corp at San 
Diego. Is presently also the president of a Vanguard Corp.

B OLIVER born 1925.married. Is bookkeeper of concern.
Antecedents of Rosa Jr and Johnson lacking.
RELATED CONCERN: Vanguard Corp. same address, established 196’8, 

operates also in. land development. Extent of Inter-company relations 
unlearned. •

OPERATION Operates in the land development field. Business non—seasons I.
Employs 4 including directors. LOCATION: Headquarters are maintained at 
Oliver's residence, owned by Mr and Mrs M Oliver.
4,-28 (88c 3)
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CON*: INFO:
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TO: HONG KONG< INFO BANGKOK^ SAIGON.

TAPPER/CO STRYLIC 

REFS: A. H0N6 KONG 30BLS |IN lL3La?| 

■ B. SAIGON ?mi IlN mitil 

' . c. SAIGON 74605 I IN Jt>3cBbl 

D- BANGKOK 55056 |IN lb£474| 

E- SAIGON 74650 IlN ILbEBll 

1. HUS FILES CONTAIN FOLLOWING ON BENNETT B. B I N T L I- F F 

<201-865531}, SUBJECT OF REF A REQUEST: 

. A. EARLY APR 1571, DEPARTMENT OF ARMY VIA INTERAGENCY SOURCE

REGISTER EXPRESSED OPS INTEREST IN SINTLIFF AS A "SOURCE ASSET" IN-

VOLVED IN ARMY OPERATION 1201-02, ACTIVATED 25 MAR l%bi WHICH WAS

THE CONUS FIELD STATION, A SUBORDINATE ELEMENT.OF U.S. ARMY FIELD 

ACTIVITIES COMMAND. HOWEVER, ARMY DROPPED ITS INTEREST IN BINTLIFF 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE 13 OCT 1572-J DPOB LISTED AS 17 FEB 1528, AUSTIN, 

TEXAS- BINTLIFF ALSO LISTED AS;PRESIDENT, QUANTUM CORP., 444 MADISON, 

NEU YORK, AND VICE PRESIDENT, MILITARY ARMAMENT CORP., L'ENFANT PLAZA 

N-, WASHINGTON, D-C« ! ; .
DATE: ' ' : i .

oniG: ■ '
UNIT: , :
t,T: 3-3 L^

J />/. z.-r /</ ^ 

' UiUHiNO CMKEB r.OC»OOUb*1 O*«*»«l ■ «UtM« * r»C* t*O O» • K1 <»

.--»*-. *<*»*>«. • REPRODUCTION Bt OTHER IH^ IHE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED £ ? IMPDET

SECRET ; = cl by-• CL 55271
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CONF: INFO/

0 ■*<*« ' O.M*«*

B- BINTLIFF, AT ONE TINE-. (JAS A^ OFFICIAL OF SIONICS CORP.,: 

ItSS PEACH TREE STREET, N-E-, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, .WHICH LISTS MITCHELL 

L- WERBELL III AS VICE PRESIDENT,. CWERBELL, ON WHOM HuS HAS LENGTHY 

201 FILE, IS CHARACTERIZED AS AMERICAN ADVENTURER;, UNSCRUPULOUS 

WHEELER DEALER, AND PROMOTER OF GRANDIOSE SCHEMES. WERBELL WAS IN­

VOLVED IN GUNRUNNING AND MERCENARY VENTURES IN CUBA, DOMINICAN RE- 
i^mO fALsf.ly >

PUBLIC, SOUTH VIETNAM AND THAILA MD ^IMPLYING 8KHERALD CONNECTIONS.} 

BINTLIFF AND WERBELL. MERE INVOLVED IN FUNDING MERCENARY EXPEDITION ON v 

ABACO ISLAND, BAHAMAS- CUERBELL 201 FILE}

C- FBI REPORT HM10S-21382, 1? JULY 1173, INDICATES BINTLIFF 

NOU OWNER OF DEFENSE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL, POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA, 

WHOSE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR IS PAUL J. ROUTHIER, A RE­

TIRED U.S- AIR FORCE LT. COL,. AND WERBELL'S SON-IN-LAW.

2. RE BBRU FIRN MENTIONED "N REF C, CHECK OF ATLANTA TELEPHONE 

DIRECTORY SHOWS LISTING FOR BINTLIFF, BAYARD, ROUTHIER, WERBELL AND 

CO., ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHICH LISTS SAME ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER 

AS DEFENSE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL EDSIJ. DSI ALSO HAS ADDRESS LISTING. 

AT 4321 MACLAMD-DALLAS, POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA, WHICH IS RESIDENCE 
DATE: -.•■-■ ,.
ORIG: 
UNIT: • 
EXT:

RLPRC STION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE lr ‘OHIPHEO g £ IMPDET 
^ ^ CL BY:

PM
k
.
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SECRET 
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Ot5SEM 9¥:

P£R___ l

CONF:

0 “<« • ■ 0 - 
0 uruaoro 

INFO: filc c

0 — <i
CLAIMED BY BINTLIFF AND UER9ELL

3. IdHAT- LITTLE IKEO

• EVER, IF JUDGMENTS CAN BE

H3S HAS RE BINTLIFF IS INCONCLUSIVEy H0W-

HADE 9? COMPANY HE KEEPS-. DEALINGS WITH HIM .

J SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION. WHILE ABOVE BACKGROUND INFO ON 
BINTLIFF AND UERBELL CANNOT BE PASSED TO LIAISON BEC’ykSE OF THEIR U.S. 

CITIZENSHIP-. STATION CAM PASS StRYLIC PARA.EC TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
itsotikrr £

INFO AWHAT BINTLIFF' HAS UNSAVORY CONNECTIONS AND MAY. FALSELY CLAIM

U.S GOVT AFFILIATIONS.

4. FILE: 201-cA'131.
EE, IflPDET-rf ^.z^/ / Z

EA/FBL/T: ROBERT SAVAGE/DRAFT/

EA/ONO/SVN: BRUCE RUBEN/DRAFT/

LSN/ISR: EVERETT 6ARNES/DRAFT/

o«te: Bl FEB • 74 
cmr.: JOSEPH MARRA/RVU 
urnT: CH/HTH i \
t-.vC .^770/1^6 J

VoBERT V. 'BRO^ n t.
AC/EA V;

JAMES H- KELLY,JR. 
DCEA/CH

REFBODIKTIM sr OTHEP THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHISHt D [ 2 IMPDET
SECRET. CL BZ: 51271

RBWswraBBssHrasrasis^
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

December 9, 1973

, Interim Report - Period of 
’ 12/3/73 - 12/9/73

RE: Current Bahaniah Situation

At Miami, Florida -

-Results of the Inquiry:

The following people were contacted by the writer:

Jay MalUn (December 3, 1973.) Mallin states that to the 

best of h1s knowledge there are only two groups known to be active in the 

Abaco Movement—the group that WerBel (Mitchell Livingston WerBel III) 1s 

associated with and a group being headed up by a Gob Brown.

Brown is currently in Washington ana is about to return to his home 

which is in Boulder, Colorado. Mallin indicated that 1f anything were about 

to occur Brown would certainly be In the Miami area.

Brown is a white American and an ex-Special Forces type. He has 

formed a group of ex-Special Forces Specialists that in Mallin's opinion 

"could really raise Hell." Brown, according to Mallin, has been working for 

Chuck Hall. However, Hall 1s also aligned with WerBel.



MalHn states t : all of the planning sessions r Brown's group 

have been held in the living room of Mallin's Coral Gables home.

Brown's'group is all white but he has been in contact with some of 

the local Blacks in Abaco. The Blacks have had no formal training nor do 

they possess the proper weapons for any sizable operation. In order to 

.obtain weapons and training the Blacks have made friendly overtures to Brown’s 

group.

Mallin stated that some of the local Blacks could move on their own 

but he believes that it would be highly unlikely.

7 Mallin speculated that U.S. Mafia money may be being.speotjn the

Bahamas in order to finance the overthrew of Pindling's government to stop 

the seizure of the casinos. He did not have any evidence to substantiate the 

theory. .

In answer to adirectquestion from thewriter MallinF further comrehted ” 

that Paul Bethal is totally out of the Abaco situation. Bethal's only role, 

according to Mallih, was the one meeting he arranged for WerBel, Hall, a Michael 

lightbourne (Phonetic) and George Wackenhut. Bethal, Mallin further stated, 

trys to give people the impression that he has very high level connections 

including members of the National Security. Council, and-that he .prepares papers 

.and other briefings for the Council. Mallin states that this is not true, that 

Bethal in fact has no such contacts.

Mallin went on to say that WerBel would not get involved with anything 

that would jeopardize his U.S. government contracts especially the sale of 

his silencer to the Army. In addition, according to Mall in, WerBel is a CIA 

Informant and would advise the Agency of his activities. On December 9, 1973, 

Mallin was recontacted by the writer. Chuck Hall travels to Miami a great 

deal and contacts Mall in when he does. Mallin said his last contact with Hall 

was about two months ago. - Hall’s supporters are mainly white although
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there are a-couple of f :ks. Hall is pubHshlno a mln ,raphed newsletter 

under the name u< the £5acd Independent Movement.

Mellin indicated that, "the whites cannot do anything in Abaco 

without everyone knj-.H.-g about it."

There has been a series of thefts of weapons in the Bahamas and 

Mallin believes that Black miljtants could possibly be involved. MaUin 

further believes that there may in fact be a Black militant group operating in 

the Abaco area.

Mall in stated that, "WerBel’s bringing in of Col in Mitchellwas just 

a lot of noise." He went on to say Mitchell did hot accomplish anything.

_ David W. Hike, Associate Security Director, University of Miami. 
Wiie has not heard of any unusual activity in ti>e Bahamas. In answer to a 

direct question from the writer Nike stated that the only member of the Uni- 

- versity community known to be travelling to the Bahamas frequently is a 

student who is a suspected narcotics dealer. Also, nd prominent Bahamian 

personalities or members of their families are known to be attending the 

University.

John L. Curtin, CdCe County Public Safety Department. Curtin 

states that, "the trouble'has been building for the last six to eight months." 

He believes a direct assault would have to be made on Nassau itself in 

order to accomplish the desired objective of stopping the seizure of the 

casinos. Curtin further stated that the Mafia has been "buying guns like 

crazy." On. December 5, 1973, Curtin was recontacted due to the fact that 

he had dinner with a prominent Bahamian businessman who is known to be in. 

the lumber business. This businessman is white but is well liked by the 

Blacks in the Bahamas. His identity is unknown to the writer.



. This b«sir<$$r^ stated that, there is definite, ^Increased activity 

but that no specific date for any overt action h„, teen mentioned.

this busifsssirii believes that Mafia money is an important factor and 

that Slacks will be hired to do the actual fighting 1f there is any fighting. 

He views the casino issue as the crucial one. He believes Blacks who are 

opportunistic will seize upon the casino issue to obtain weapons and money 

from the Mafia and.attempt to seize power.

< Dr. David Cartanp, Sociology Instructor, University ,of Miami. 

Cartano was contacted due to his being a past member of the Institute for the 

Study of Change, When he first became associated with the Institute he 

was ihtrpduced_by„Xallin as being a Bahamian specialist.

;Cartano could not contribute anything pertinent to this inquiry. He 

has not .renewed his contacts in the Islands in over one: year's time. He does . 

have two Bahamian students in one of his classes but neither of them has 

mentioned anything of any significance. He doubts their value as sources.

Gorden 0. Rothwell, Chief of Security, Sheraton Four Ambassadors 

Hotel. Rothwell could not contribute anything pertinent to this inquiry. In 

addition no prominent Bahamians are presently or have been recently in the 

hotel.

W. Bruce Wrightson, Chief of Security, Sheraton Royal Biscayne 

Hotel. No prominent Bahamians are presently or have been recently in the 

hotel.

A confidential local law enforcement source indicated that 

an attorney in West Palm Beach is selling automatic weapons. He is free 

lancing and has a small warehouse with two separate alarm systems installed 

on the warehouse.
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CIA INTERNAL USE CNLY

CM«f, Klaal Field Office 085-44-74
inn : Mr. Bruco Mainvaring 8 totery 1574

G>l«N puawtle Cblluctlon Division (Support anocVOSS) 

Mitchell L. Mrtell. Ill

1. . co ham reviewed subject’s 201 file for additional Inf arsa tioa.
". - Subject ws of la threat to thia Agency la 1959 Md vas'granted a - J

j MA U Aug tut of that year. Thia was cancel led la October 1959 when *
■ . hlstnfornatlon proved to be of little value and because it van I
I nuapoctedbo was ti>lag igiracy funds to promote bis per soon I Interests. I
■ ' • Mb teas subsequently atteaptcdto pans hlaaslf off as an Agency 1
j employee. Hd la clitraetorlioi b the file'as unscrupulous, a j-

J ' "•MstordsSUr* wd aproooter of grandiose schemes. The subject-' j
. pit-:? bas^beea under investigation in'1973 by both the Bureau of Alcohol, !

"■-■--■/• '- ,':^T4N^.-iM-:nmita' states Customs Service for. . ।
I . actlvlties relatl^g to posaible Bereeoary actlvltlea ia Abaco Ialaod, ।

T. ~ - . v - - - grt^gj; . I

2. If ths subject should coataet your Office again, we 
suggest you accept chatever information ho has to of for but cake no . |
further coaaltmetits concerning Agency contact. Subject' is well

i . known to the appropriate Desk and la of eatresoly doubtful
< character.

3. So trust this senorendua vlll provide you with useful 
i information concern log thia subject. Thank you for bringing his I
I sane to our attention.

J ■ JACZS03 8. HOONS j
!. SPByaa for SMe»a/b ■ j

cc: Bsrvtces Or. (Control) I
IP Files ■

FILB: IOMMIS
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