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: Rafael Trujillo, ths Dominjezn dicistor, w2s essassinated at

F

- about ten p.n. cn the night or 30 May 1661. It was Trujilis's

S ey

custcs to visit one of nis mictresses at hiz ranch at San Cristebal
abcut cace a week. Cn xost of hig travels he rode in a Carysler
witk bullet-procol c;la:,:. and wiin security guards riding in accomzanying :
, cars. &o derartad from this practice on alc periocdic trips to San :
Cristobal end substituted a 2ignhly ster=otyped pattera of actiica:
after his rnightly walk, he di=missed his companions;: changed into a
¥haki uriform; aad set ocut for Saa Cristotal In an unescorted 1957 ' :
. . Chevrolet, always driven by the saxe chauffeur. :
On tke night of the slaying, the Chevrolet was intercepted on
a four-lape highway on the outskirts of Cludad Trujilloc Ly elznt
am;ed assassins in three cars. Trujillo was killed by gunfire, and E
his body was rezoved frcm the scerze by the assassins. Trujillo's :
i chauffeur vas seriously wouzded, was left benind by tze essassins,

and survived. All of the assassins escaped from the scene. GCae was

never caugiat and wes eventually granted amnesty., Two were ¥illed

IS L4 - §

.‘ " while resisting arrest. Trze others . ..were arrested, confessed,.

~f and were later exscuted tefore caming to trial. About eigat or nige

‘ ) otkers, wao were ia on or ¥mew 57 the plot but did not par:ici;ate ) ;
: in the actual assassiration, were killed wrnile in custcdy, walle

\ resistiing arrest, or by suicide to avoid arrest and torture.

plotters”™ to reier to all of those involved
tenpt to overthrev Trujillo. "issassins” refers to the
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Tnere were reports in Ciudz=d Trujillo a2t lhe time tozt the

U.S. Consulate h2d teen in scme way involved with the plotters.

Eventually, after the surviving plotters were granted amnestiy,

many of the details care cut. FKorman Gall, a reporter with the

San Juan Star, wrole an article that appeared in The Hew Pepublic

issue of 13 April 1963. Excerpis follou:

The assassiration of the Dominican Republic's Parfael L.
Trujillo was carried out with assistance from the US Central
Intelligence Agency. Armms for the May 30, 1961 slaying of the
69-year-old dictator on a lonely siretch of highwayshear his
capltal were smugglzd by tne CIA into the country at the
request of the assassins.

The CIA began shipping srzs to the Dominicen Perublic in
late 19501 followizg a series of talks between US Coasul Henry
Dearbora, Chief Pclitizal Officer John Barfield of the U3
Consulate, and Luis Aziama Tio. Also involved in the plot was
Antonio Imbert, who ned been Governor of Porte Plata province.

As Trujillo’s political and financial problems deepened,
talks continued between Dearvon, Barfield and leaders of the
anti-Trujillo conspirzcy. Toward the end of 1960, contact was
established between Amiama ang a CIA agent who . . . vas
pmamed Plato Cox.

L4
The key link between the assassins and the CIA in the arms
shimments was-a loag-time American civilian resident of Ciudad
Trujillo, Lorenzo Berry, ctherwise known as "Wimpy,” wao operated
a supermarxet In a fashionatle neighborhcod where Trujillo also
lived. "Wimpy" was put under brief arrest after the xilling but
was later allowed tc leave the country. .

The weapons were Imported in small parts, to be assembled
later by the ploiters, anong the routine grocery shiizents for
the supermarket arriving regularly in the capital's port. The

e s m——————
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'»pushing-or 1nstig;3t.5.ng. :..sterlin e, 1li%e Xing, recalls that the
i .

gua. mrt; ezlered. the R3pudlic In s .giall:.'-:a::;ﬁ-d Tood. cans,
walch were later turned over to tha o '

. Plans Zzr the ip%ended assassinziion were worked out durl..g
the came- period: tn.wtich the abortiva a;..aul* on Cuba .vas. bei
rrerared. Ecwever, when tre CIA-crzantzed April 17, 1961, .
invasion at 1ze Bay 67 Pigs failed and world attention was’
focused on Washington's cc:nplicity ia that cperation, a post-
ponement of t-e atitempt on TruJjillo's life was ordered because

. of tne e:nba:':a.,smeh* a..ouner such failure might cause the
.United ota*.e;.. -But tze order to hold ‘up came too late. The
'Meded weapcas .were al’ead/ in. the n23ds of the conspi*‘ators,
who reiused &P‘.)“B.lu Yy Léarborn and Bar:".eld to éelay th
as.-,assinatio::. They insisted oa moving at the firse opnortxmit_/.
""nis came on May 30, when Trujillo end his chauffeur drove out
* Into the cnuns ~ry in an unescorted. 1957 Chevrolet for a
readezvous at a San Cristotal esiate, la Furdacion, with
Trujillo's 2)-year-o.d mistress, Mona Canchez.

It can be reported on excellent éuthor'_ty that close
assoclates of the slain dictator knew of the US role within
a few days following the killing.

Dearborn, Barfieid-and Berry bad meanvhile been rushed |,
out of the Dominican nepubll«. by -US mflcials. - o .
Since the ouster of the Trujillos, Berry ("Wimpy") bas
returned to operate his handsomely appointed supermarket,
vhere he greets custocers with calm and courtesy, as 1if
Trujillo had-never- lived... ’

We intervieved Richard Bissell (then DD/P), J. C. King (then |

.-Chief, WH Divisicn), and J. D. Esterline (then Chief of Operations,

wa DLvision). King recalls the Agenc;,r s role as oeing li.mited to

moni..orlng in.,er:::al plovting against the Trujillo regime "but. not

not d.x-ec..l,' {nvolved in ccup plotting. He described ih_e,--
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tangible evidence of U.S. support. Bissell

roln .as. .,eingwsomevuat r:o'-n posi :he .an At’:'

a:xd Estnrline Ee vie'-'ed the Agency's. role as un.e o*’A 51171:;5 support

to aa {ndigenous group waose intended acticns were in tze U.S.

terest. Ee descrioed the affair es "a faizly nor=xl c;_;e:-étion

—xg

iuvolving meetings, d.scx.ssions, and for=mal approrals.” We d.o ot

have firms information as to vhether or not any of tre weepons
sdppiiéd by CIA we‘re.f{gétual.ly used in the assassimation of Trujillo.
Both Esterline and Kz:xg telieve they were not. Bissell,.nowever,
bas a vague inpressic.n that oae of tkem was.

'l‘he Agency crﬁcers wost hmediate_y involved with t.he plotters

arxe nov videly* scattev-ed -~lear Reed; who wvas chief of 'st.ation'«-“f“'

Ly

until October 1960,. fs now retired. Robert Owen, vho vas chief

293N

pApLAEED

of atation at the t:!me of the assassircation, is 4n Paris. .. Charles .-

Cookson, tbe station's operations officer, is in Brazil, Isabel
- cmtmn, the station s a.d:ninist.rative essistant vho uas used as a

oomxmiwtions link and in the passing of the arms, resi.g:zed in 1961&

and 1s believed to be living in Puerto Rico. Fed Hcl.-.;éa‘,"the head-
qua.rters branch chief, is in Guatenala City. We eiected not to call

back any of these people for interviews. While they might be able

]
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5

we think it L:lliéelj t:.¢t t.:e_/. -ou;d be*a le to add -sigeificantly .

to .f.'umi-:.h minor detalls that ere piss

R e T

o the gquite co*-ple.e re'-or:l that appears: in tne -‘E"ED opemtional

- files. _
Ageqcy activities ai-ed at replacing the "ruJillo regice were

4
.

assigned the crypto:x_,':x 2MDZED. Onni cegment of EMDEED was known as

EMSLEW,

violent action.

the crypwnv:n fo" the operation to resove .Trujillo by

We have reviewed the voluminous EMUEZD files. Most
of this account is drawn from them. Many of the more -significant |
documents were hot put iato the DMCEZED files ‘but were kept in a
private fil.ev-by-J. C. King. Ee '_':ade that file availrble to us.
We also ﬁave studied anotiaer-particularly useful document. The

Dominican Military Intelligence Service (SIM) officer put in charge

investigation of the
of the/Trujillo assassination was a ravy-lleutenant named Ortiz: -

. The Dominican Republic assigred hinm to its embassy in Ottawa in

"November 1961 when the Trujills family's attempt to regain power

ﬁ\ued. '.l'he Revw York field office, of the FBI held extensive

interviews with him from 6 April through 10 May 1952 The result

was a»rmassi'vely-detail:e'd,_ 182-page report oﬁ the plot and cn 'the

,ass,éss‘.::.at.ion as reconstr: :cted bj the SIM. f"c:n its interrogations

of the persons it aopreh..nr.’.ed.




14-00800

R N PP I FAL

*r i) AT R TR

AL LD

5

D s WSO VYT L SN R L

gener

u.s.

'a.,cervain fro:n t!:e file

(the EXTZED coerational Zfles)

Froo the recordg) we cwa trace tae orijizs aad the eourse of

polic;( "d.t'h respect to the overtarov of Trujillo. We also can

of the plctt-fs, inelwvding the passing to tiem of vweapons out of

U.S.
files, despite

was organized.

Consulate. in Ciudad Trujillc. What we caznot discover f'-cm

accurate, 1s in a book by Robert Crassweller.* The main flaw in

U.s.

Porees.

‘Cover ment was actually working. Excerpts follow:

The p,lot was or@nized on the basis of two groups of
conspirators linked togetker by a llaison that later p"oved
too frazile to bear the stresses laid upon it. Each group
had 1its purpose and :lts separate personnel.

The function of the Acuon Group wus t,o assaasi.nate
Trujillo and immediately present proof of its succes, in
the form of Trujillo's corpse, to the second group, the
Political Group. The latter would then launch a coup,
taking over the machinery of the goverument and the Armed-

The Act"on Grcup consi"ted o’ eight ren. It appears to

; have been organized originally ty Generzl Antonio Imbert

Barreras and Salvador Estzell2. . .- . . . They wers joined
by Lieut. Amado Garciz Guerrero, a me:xber of the military

corps attached to Trujillo in tze Hational Palace; Antonio
de la Maza, the brother of Octavio de la Maza, vho had teen

kined b,' the governzent because of his invol vement in the

= Rouert D. Crassweller, Tn.‘f._:.o "'l:e iife end Tizes of a

MacMillan Co., 1985)

- Caribbean Dictator (New Yorz:

quite massive docu-_-.en‘;ation, is how the coup group

.'.".e rature and the extent.of US support '

+ha

a

te

The best single account we find, and it is not wholly

the story is its fallure to identify the individuals with whom the

2 s
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Galin22z case; Fuaszar "‘ejeth Reberic Pa
Livio Cedans. 'The eizail zeaber, Manuel
Moz oz, toe night of - -Ot‘n and szw 1o

- The "olitical'cm'm:’ bad a.less distinct membership. :t
inc-w_.c.. Luls Aminza 715, Modesto Diaz, Ceneral Juaa Tezzs
D*az, and several others. At the very top it had the suprort

f Gzaeral Doman Farzazdez, Secoretary of State for the firmed
forces, azd his brotrer 3ibin. . . . .= .

*  The over-all aumd ty appears toihzave centered principally - - : . HE O
4n General Diaz, n“obaol_{ the only oze wto had sufficieat . : T o
pv'es..ibﬂ to command authority. . . . . .

“ . The Action Group would remain 1n daily readiness. When
inforration in tke Palace indicated that Trujillo was going
to ¢xive to Estancia Fundacion . . . Garcla Guerrero in the
Palace would inform the others by pe"so..a‘ Ees3age. - o .o . .

The expected zxess«.ge from Garcia Guerrero in the Palace
came to the patient plotters at seven o'clock on the evening
of May 30. They were not fully prerared and ccordinated.at
this momenat, but the emoticral and impetuous de la Maza &
threatered. to.act by himself if the otkers lagged...Ia.any
event, the plan vent into execution. . . . . . Each of tkrem
had kis revolver or pistol, and de la Maza also had his own
saved-off shotgun and two M-l semiautcmatic rifles. . . . . .

Tre conspiracy tegan to come apart within an hour. Kever
very professionally conirived, the plot was hastened pre::xaturely )
to its culmination by ite impatience of de la Maza, and it : : o
now afflicted with bad luck and ineptitvde. Izmediately after ’ N
_ the assassinalion, lhe men of ihe Action Group were uzable 4o
reach General Roman. . . . . . S e

‘ The Political Group of the conspiracy rever toox up its
. planrad role. The Actica Group scatitered, leavirng 2 trall as. O C
- wide as a boulevard. Trujillo's body was left in the trunk of . £ la i L .

sfpdi

= Gs la Maza's car, parxed in the garege of Ceneral Tczas Diaz, S P
53 . wkere the police found it in a few bours. The consplirators: : . e
‘*; were . all hunted down very cguickly, except for Aalama and -

« wd . o

- Imdert, who marazed to conceal themselves for moaths until - ) : L s
the cdanzar had passed. ‘ : I C
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The FBI report of ii5 laterviews of O:‘.i.z' t‘.ﬁe ST4 investigator,

_.glves an excellent ‘account of -rhy tte plot *ell upa t after the

‘assa ssir.aﬂ.on took place. Or.e ‘of the as..a.,si..s, Perlro Livio Ced=no,
was.cerlously wou:;ded (probably by “1re frem his own ccapanions).
~All of the assassins assembled at Ceneral Diaz' h—suse after the

killing. Onze of them called a friead, Dr. Posert Reid Cabral, to

treat Livio. Dr. Reid found him so badly injured tkat surgery would

be required. Reid arcd two of the assassins took Livio to & hospital. B .

.

While {n delirim be mmbled the nanes "de la Maza” ehd "Juan

A Os o

Tomas." 'Ihe police imediately picked up two brotkers of Antonio

A
7

de la Mau. Reither was personally involved in tke plot, but both

O

knew the detallS and the names of most of the assassins. General

AT

Diaz, Antonio de la Maza, and Lieut. Garcia Guerrero were killed .

o - resisting arrest. Amiama and I:nbert went into hiding and survived.
i ‘ . Tbe rest were causht a.mi :Lnten-ogated follovmgmrtm'e All - K oo ikl
l‘;;i confessed

o - ROV RTINS - PR T - . e

‘.Ebe confessions led to identification ‘ot persons vho were :Ln

RN D

" or on the fringes of tre Politicai Group: General Roman and his T
b . oo R
% brot.her, Aniaze Tio, General- Garc:.a Urbaez, General Guarioaex R
8- Estrella Tanas Baez Diaz, Modesto Diaz, ani Migvel Angel Baez Diaz. - , c
a2

ns i
20k

S

Iorenzo Berry (Wi.mpy) wvas identified as a cczmumications link betveea

the plotters and the U.S. Consulate. However, the SIM did not

-

1

1
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diszover iz ileatitics o the polivical aloltiers with whum the

have known the ifdentizies were available or interro

appears to have been ’a:::ellez': compertmentation between tize Political
and the Action Groups--perzaps too much comparizmentation. .The
agsassination {%zel? w&- 1 plsnned. Cenerzl Diez was in over-
all charge of the operation, but de la Maza was the cre who did all
of the work. Ee toox *zree cars to a local garage and had the
engines rebuill so that the cars could reach sveeds of 120 mph.

Be had possession of the wezpons from the U. S Coasulate, vlus
several of bhis own. Ee and the other participants took the cers

to the site selected for the X213ing ard conducted dry runs esach
night. ZIverytning wes reedy znd tkhe assassins were l_,ring in wmit
for Trujillo on the night of 23 May. At tke last minute ke deci_ded
not to go.to Saz Cristchal tecause he wasn't fezeling too well. The

assassins contizued their &ry runs each evening. After the assassina-

tion was carried out, essentizlly a3 it had been planned, the coup

that vas to f0llov failsd--in purt tecause of bad luck, in part tecause

of poor planrning, and in part deczuse of too much cocmpartmentation.

!
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Cereral Rozaa, who was to ta2ke over iha gjovermeezi alter Twu:jillo's .

_death, was not.told tiat the assassisation was to be attespted on’

May 30th. Af:ier the clayirg, Gener2l Dizz tried o telephore

¥
C A
.
¢ .-
%
&
3
b
‘
1.
i
.
A
3
?

General Rcran but'could a0t reach bim. Diaz then tcok the car

12 s st AR

with Trujillo’'s vody still in its tmmk cnd drove to Raman‘’s house.

i He saw so many soldlers ia ke vicinlty ihat ke gave up and returned

home, leaving the car in the driveway with the body still i~ tkhe
trunk, where it was later foumd by the police.

i ' C What had happered was this: Fcrrer geperal ard former kead

of the SIM, Arturo Espaillat, happened to chance upon the scene T ‘

(‘ _ vhile the assassination was taking place. Ee wvas out for a drive

with his wife dnd wvas passed by a car that he recognized as Trujillo's.

... - - . Ee stopped at a drive-in restaurant and almost irmedintely heard o * )

shooting ahead, which he suspected involved Trujillo. Ee drove to -

the scene, saw what was happening, turned around, end sped back » -

into town. He stopped at a military installation and gave the

: 13
- R S

~ alamm and then drove to the home of General Roman to alert him, e i
e . : -

" He and Roman then returred to the scene of the essassination,

4010 G B

arriving simultaneously with the police. The police found ‘I‘rajnio's

chauffeur, who was wounded but still alive. Roman and Espailiat

© e < e

then went to the haospitel t3 try to question the chauffeur. Taus,

ity

General Diaz could not resch General Roman to inform Recan teat
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Trujillo bad been xillad and tzat it was iize for Riman o make his

pov/e to take over the governmeant. Romaz knew c*"j ttat there had been
. . . . B RS Ty

“'ashooting involving Trujiilo and that Teitilo wvas missing. - Ea did

W

‘ot know whether General Diaz' group was involved img it or not. He

.

wvas reluctant to move until ke wvas sure that T:511lo was dead. Bj

the tize Roman concluded that Truj il_lo mast de c.ad, it wvas too late

for him to act; PHector Trujillo and Joa.my Abbes had already taken

ckarge. ' Roman did make'a couple of feeble tries at engineering a

e

take bver, but 1t is épparent that he had no real advance plan nor V : ‘ -

LTSI

. . any appreciable chances of succeeding.

The assassination itself and the plotiing preceding it took

N

place against a’ background of interzaticzal acsivity in.opposition

to the Trujillo regime, with botn the CAS ard the U.S. taking clear-
cut stands. These are some of the highlights:

"‘a.._' A briefing paper prerared in WH Division for the Joint

Chiefs of Staff in August 1950 stateés that a revolt was planned

S for December 135 59 in the Da.uinican Repubuc but vas delayed e

pemiing receipt of arms from Verezuela. The plot was discovered

and was rolled up in January. Venezuela brought charges in the

' h [T

QAS that tie Dowinican Republi: was "in flagrant violation of

. human rights, freedcm, and denccracy” followirg the mass arrests o .

in the Dominican Republic ir January 1550. A comittes of the
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-8 _azs:g:ef to inves_»tig,avte. tie charges re_aor'l;ed_': on 8 Juae 1530

that tie Deainican goverrment was gullsy as-charged. -

a b. A pear-fmiss assassination atzexpt against President
i i Be'ta#':our; on 21+. June 1950 ¥illed tvoi in :.isentounge exd
. injured him and several othars. The Varpezuelan governmsent
f ennouaced after capture of most of the assassins that tke
. }l‘ . - -Dominican goverrment vﬁs responsible :or the attempt on Betan- '
] 5 court’s life and took its case to the OAS. On 20 Augiist, the

=t

QAS voted sanctions against t.he Dominicen Republic. Under

_Secretary of State Dillon, testifylng before the House Agriculzure

Carmittee ‘on 24 August in support of a request by President
Eisenhower for a cut in the Dominican Republic'-'s sugar quota,

is reported as havirg caid that it was hoped that economic

" sanctioans would result in the downfall of Trujillo's dictat:or- AR

ship and 1ts replacement by a moderate and free regime ‘I'he

i United States severed d.tplm:atic relations vith the Dcuinican
Bepubl'.c on 26 August 1960, elthough cansular relations vere

. -‘ continued.
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Inter-— merican Affairs . o
" Fraix Devine o Special Assistant to Rubottca
" Joan C. Hill ) Special Assistant to Rubottom :
: . ‘
Chief, WH Division - . oo
Chief, Branch III, WH Divisioa P Ty 2

" Ctudad Trujillo - Depart=ent of State

| '-J u'.‘z'”

As a. i'w-:hpr prelu:ln to a. cb*o-o‘o .ca" p‘-"‘ev oi‘ opev-at‘on-

P LI‘__~-‘:< ~ e 4L i

E-GF"D/ ,;LEJ, va tni“ g wsuld bﬂ uﬂ@"ul to 111&:1.1“" the seople

involved, especial.ly since offizers of the Derartoent of State

pls_,'ed 21 very p--_,n...e"t role.

Wasnirgton - Devartment cf State

Roy R. Ribottom- Assistant Secretary of State for

- Amvassacor until 28 Juze 1960. It is
periizent to note that King and Ester-
line ettribute U.S. 223 CIA invoivemeat

Josepn S. Farlani
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Henry Dearborn

L " John D. Barfield

Lear Reed

* ‘Robert Owen

- Charles Cookson

. Isabel Cintron

. - . .
B i i Vi U DD ATE S CERASIED RPN 1 2 STV, 12 o8 hAE s e 59 oy bt i

e
th

. who considered himself quite a clardestine:

- plouters..

(‘o) - Clulsd Trujtilo - CTA

.used tke code nape DELTA in camspomience Lo Sk
vlth the plotters. . :
.Second Secretary unt1l 26 August 1960 R
and a coosular officer thercafter. .- , <y o
CIA cryptonym: EMDAZE-1 o :
L
Chief of Station until October 1960 ;
Chief of Station frem 20 ;Ianua.—y until
§ Jime 196l. Code name used with the

. ‘Administrative Assistant = - -

254315

i)

" Dr. Jordi Brossa

ST

-

' Juan Vicint .

A8

'
s

Luls Eaciﬁero

Key Daminican Plotters
Code nemes: SWORD and EL CHICO

. Code Names: Mr. X, ABC, and YAGUATE

with the plotters in the Doctaicas |
Republic 1o Antascedor Farland., Tze
descrite nlm &35 & former FBL e::plof-\e

‘operator. Esterline, who later r:ev-ved
uader bim ir Panama, called him “"a wild
ran who buzgzed the Agency to support a
wove to assassinate Trujillo.” Ee had
direct dealings with a nmber ot the ey

Cournsellor of Smbassy until 25 August j
1960 and Consul Gereral thereafter. Ie

plotters: GALGO

Operaticas Offlcer

Code pare: SOCRATES
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8. Thomas Stocker

Dr. Severo Cabral
Jose Franc-isc'o? '.f-’zpia
Aullo Brea

Andres Freitas
Luis Aolama Tiq

g Jose Rene Roman

§ - ‘ _Jua!-lv'l'pmas Diaz

i Doriald Retd Cabral

Lorenzo D. Berry

JERENE

"An Azaricaa 1 the Dxz=lnican Republic
- uzneppy experience. The consulate

:, - but -the -Doninican plotters brought him’ in

them tack-wizen Berry insisted they be

_ber husband. It was she wvho had the

with wacm tke station tad bad an earlier
preferred to have .ndotaing . to.ds with him,
as a cutout Yo the. consulate. Ee took v
delivery from Lorenzo Berry of taree '
carbines passed to Perry from the U.S.
Coasulate for use by the plotters. Ee -
kzld them for a few days and then gave

returned. Berry then passed them to
cne of the assassins.

Code ‘namwes: HECTOR azd PLUTARCO

Code name: ANDY

Code na'me: _ CRISTOBAL -

Code name: CIBAO

«impy - Berry is a U S. citizen vho . ) A
d-’ed Wimpy's Supermariet in Ciudad . .
'I‘ruJillo. He was the main ccmmunica- - . |
tions link between the plotters and =
the U.S. Consulate. The weapons . ..

furnished the plotters were actually
passed to Berry

Wimpy's wife - a  Dominican citfzen of
Syrian extractiosz. She appears <o have
been even more active in the plot than

contacts with the Dezinicans in.rolfed.
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ons betwsan the
r3 and the U.S.
zesas8 of written
J received the notes
hen to elther the
5 spc“nbary or the
Zoinistrative assistant.
Two dociments provide a useful point of depd'mro, frem an
historical point of view. Oue is a semi-official lettier from
Amnbassador Farland in the Dominfcap Republic Lo Assistant
Secretary of State Rubotiom. The other docuzent is an interrnal
CIA staff paper revealirng the relatively passive role that had
been played by CIA prior to 1960.
( 16 Tovember 1959
~ Ambassador Farlapd wrote an "Official-Informal"” memorandum
to Rubottom reporting that "the uzderground is more active today
than ever in the history of the Trujillo regime.” He described the
principal opposition group as being sbout 2,000 strong. EHe said:
™ . . . within this group there is growing militant anti-
American feeling based on the premise that the United States
should actively aid the Dominican revoluticnary (sic) Tor the
overthrow of the Trujillo regime. Discussions I have heard on
tuis subject show aa appalling lack of undarstanding of the
position of tpe United States and its adooied doctrine of non-
interventioa. . . . . . This group is in possession of
clandestine broadcasting equipzent which will go into operation
when the sirike is made. CAS haz been inforzed ard joins \.1..11
me in suggesting that you pass this information to J. C. ¥ing.
)"\I - 16 -
( ' {\/’.
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h of pnilitary se ce, The plan was for Clark to approach Trujillo,
with whoo he had teen on good terms in the past, and attempt to
i
K3
i persuade Trujillo to retire. It wac to be pointed out that there was
i
i
K3 .
Fadie
; 3 - 17 -
_t" !‘ \\./
3
§: .
5 . . :
2 i
%
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"1s not shown, but it was to be ferwarded to President Eisenhower

a plan for improvicg intellizoence coveragze o0f the Dominfcan Republ

|

|

i

in t-ze event of Trujillo's removal froo power. The objectives

!

]

f

Trujillo abdicated or was depcsed and to preveal a iakeover by !

Castro-itype forces. The following excerpt reveals the level of
CIA activity in the Dominjican Republic pricr (o that time:

"The COS Ciudad Trujillo conducsts nc covert orerations;
nowever, his official ccatacts with Gereralissimo Trujillo and
witz the Chie? of the Dominican Securiiy Services has enabled
hiz oa occasicn to assess the attitudes and reactions of the
sa activizies ard to
d 2zainst the Deooinican
govarazent by exiles and other American governments unfrierdly
to the [cminlcan regize.”

et

10 March 1960

This is the date of the first draft that appears in Agency files

of a plan to persuade Trujillo to retire. The origirator of the draft

from Geperal Zdwin Clark, a frisznd of the President from taeir years

[ A
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e
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~met with Trujillo on 27 March.

mATT TUTIY oevrt
Qtr'l_:fz‘ — % . % "

it ot et wiad

1o cae Wao could sucrzed hip, aad that ©o zrotect his family

to precerve hig imazas gs ¥ Densractor, ke should step down and

allcw a2sylum  to be arranged for kim. His fzpily would have the
weelth already outsidée the Demindcan Republic, and th
inside would be placed in trust, tc be sdmi

known perscnages Tor toe tepeficv of the Dozizmirsan people.

This proposition received high-level atteation in Washington,
including that of President Eisenhower, Secretary of State Esrter,
and Allen Dulles. In approving Clark's apprcach to Trujillo,
the President specified trat Clark snhould travel as a represeata
of the State Departzent, rather than as 2 perscnal exissary of

"President. Genmeral Clark traveled to the Dominican Republic and

By the time of the meeting it
appears that it had besn declided that the plzan would te presented
&s merely that of private citizen Clark, znd that was what was doze.
The station thought it likely tkat Trujillo recognized the official

U.S. Govermment hand in the proposal. Of course, nothing came of the

_ meeting. . °

22 March 1960

Ambassador Farlard, in a TCP SECRET memorandum to Rubotiam,

forwarded a plan of a Dominicar group plotting Trujillo’s overthrow

L T e - 18 -
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rearing the colis nsze "Operatiion lancet.™ It was basicolly a

propazal for a cource of pol the threatg

~2

of beinz tvacxed by zuscle

arrival of a "sg
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onfidential envoy'/would tell Truifllo
to leave the coun®ry. "He tells it plainly end decisively;
glve hino 12 or 18 hours to do it." It would te pade clear thas
17 Trujillo refused, a vorder incident would ve contrived, which
would be Zollowed by "collective intervention." Assuming
Trujille’s acceptance of the ultimatun, ithe plan then outlined steps
for traansition <0 an operating representative government. The army
would b2 reduced in size. A retaxer governmment would prepare for
free elections.' Ambassador Farland Torwerded the plan with these
cocomenis of his owm to Rubotteom:
" . . . this segment of the dissidents is psychologically
conditiored to a point vhere i7 will take any s‘ep excext ike

ultizate, and for the execution of ikhe latter they expect
United States assistance. .

-« & s e

"Dick, I think the time has ccme For certain agencies of
our Governomeat, without atiribution, to establish and implement

a definite coustructive program to influence the course of events

in the Dcminican Republic. My conversations with the Secretary
ard Allen Dulles eopnasized the problems and the possibilities
of this type of approaci. . . . .7

The Special Group considered actions that might be taken fa the
- 19 -
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evaert of a flare-up in the Dominican papubli
trat Cuve nizht ve izvolved, there was 3
- i
. i
civiiizas from Guantanamo. There was also discussion of the - ; 1;-
i3 &
P A i I8
possivility ¢2 sealing off the land eatrunce to e Doginican Republic d E
from Zaiti azd of the prodlem of providing asylus Jor Trujitlo. On ¥
3
7 April, thers was furtier talx o7 s2alipng off the country if Trujillo i
fell, and an appraisal was made of tke chances of his leavirng ; {
:

willingly:

R TE T Er Y

" . . . it i3 evident that Trujillo will not ccasider
u
mazing aoy ameu. ats for orderly succession fo himselfl, but

L e that ke will eitnner rang can to the oitter ezd or flze the
- countiry oa snort nciice, a la EBatisia. :
(_; P E
]

126 FTIE TIW AT LANET TR

R R

State sent a cable to Farlard through CIA charnels, from which

the following is an extract:

"Could you, 1f 50 inctructed, meke appropriate arrangements

©o within "’)"t few weexs with eppropriste civil and military .
d.isside. L elezents to take over the GODR? You would be authorized ;
: to indicate to-them that s soon as they had seized power they ; .
. . - P - - 9
. should ir—ediately request United States reccgaition, and ask for 3
L United States military zssistarxce under Ariicle Three of the Rio ;
’ Treatv in tze event of actual or threateped Castro-spensored
invasticns or of threatenesd insurrecticn inocited by pro-Castro ;
; or pro-Comunist elements witkin or outside Cominicsn Republic . . .
-
i "Weat, if any, aid '.'cu,.d be essential to dissident elements
B prior to {.a‘mov“r e e e . ;
= |
,‘} S N ’
L ~ 20 - !
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Farland .sta:ed

11 £oril 1990

rariand La.,-ed nis reply ¢

"Urnder

tarougn CIA chanzels

¢ < ie for oe W make
arracgesenis with arorosriate a dissidents woose leaders
are kaown to e including nazmes their selaciees TOr 10p
goverrmeatal positions, and Witk cze nmiiizary dissicent, a
general, wao 1s expecting an exchangze of razswords for purpese
secret discussions. . . .

"Regurdless of . . . ~22thing

-icdicaticos reflect Domizican dizsic
poorly arced, locsely organiczed and
wmilitary dissidents, will Jfngd it &
over of GZDR wi
follicuwi

thout existence one ©

(1) Ciazdestine arzs shipmens, »

{2} &n invesfion to serve as &
(3) Izpiemeatation of the d&i

(k) Aévance psychoicgical

(6) A& careful step-by-step plan
the coup and for ine pericd

LOg

a nzed for "minimmz dbut key
military dissidests. FEe added:

-21 -

l27 them Ynow we are prepared to a

fen exists,
atsitiedly
P "'_L;g liaiscn with
:.:lt to effect taxa-

mere or comoinatica of

develorments (wzich we sumarize celow):
X

wita sabotage materiel.

sizmal to the populace.

ssidents*' "Cperaticn Lancet.”

conditionirz by radlo.

(5) "Incapacitaticz or assassinaticn

of Trujille.”

for the period preceding
foliowing it.

coorveration” Irom Dominican

zcatributions U.5. 20uld

213 paie o

Ko

s
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and sirrzd Ty P.2.Czzrst

, Chlef, WH/CA,

A mzmerandim addressed to Cniel L

o 5 #ii E1V1S10n, /T2LOrL3 SLEpS

taken or recammendad for improuving CIA's canaoilities in the

)
4

|

Dominican Rezpudlic. fThe perer rafers to ¢
gssets, prinecipally to custruet infiltmticz
Fidelistas. Awmong tairgs reccmmepded were:

officer in the erltassy; ascigoseat ol a full-

oy

nzed Ior covert action
of Communists or
placecert of a junior

tize officer to the

headquarters desk for tke covert ecticn progrem; authorization to use

Jose Figueres in third country operations; ds

velomzent of =z

contingency P4 -plan in tone event Trujilio fell arnd hostile forces

attempted to seize power, znd establismment o

for Democracy in the Dominican Republic.®

£ a "U.S5. Committee

A pemorandum written of a debriefing of Ambassador Farland reads,

in part, as follows:

“The Adissidents need guns and arrmmition from the United

States. In particular they reed a small
rifles wvith telescopic lenses.

mmber of high-powversd

Tne Amimssador said that he saw

no problem in tre purchase and delivery clandestinely of the

erms (o the dissicdents. But ke saild, cf

course, this raises

the question of whether the U.S. Goverm—ent wants to engzge in

this activity.

=Col. Kizg said that this of course

said that CIA could cdeliver the amms if this is the gro

to support.

is a policy decision. EHa2

o

ci
up we want

-

e v m— .

i o
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(C.mmeat: Fariand was in Hzshingion for consultaticns.

Although ke is listed as having cerved as Ambassador unttl 23

o

13 June, but he pever took the post.)
3 Juzme 1960

Farlapd met with llelson H. Szith, the Dominican desk cffi
LI in WH Division. They compared lists of dissidents to scee il tn
nagmes CIA had were those with whem Farliand had veen dealing. Tarland
( , ' said, "Those are tke boys all right.” Saith's memorandum of tre
meeting includes thils coarment:
; _ "Farland then told me that tre underground cppeosition are
: planning to assassizate Trujillo. Ee szaid that it is plazzed to
- X ’ use a powerful bcmb which could be planted along the route of
3o Trujillo's nightly walk and cculd be detcnated by a rexzote-

. control firing device. Ee intimated that this plan is pretiy
- well along and could be executed at any time."”

4 . Undated Working Paper (Tiled between papsrs dated 25 May erd 13 Jure)

¥ The author i1s not identifled nor is there say indication thag

4 the proposal was approved. Its objective was stated thus: "Teo

. : precipitate tze downfall of the Trujillo regizme by 1 August or as

X ' soon as possivle thereafter.” It proposed that the U.S. beccze a

s

prire potive force against the Trujillo regize. "In the event Trujille

i 2
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refusad L0 abilcate, consiferation shculd e givzn to other covert or

ovar- actions dassigred o effect his rexoval from the scene.” A

é=231lire 0f 1 JJT_/ as proposed for ccmpleting arrangements.

17 Jvzme 1850

Benry Dearborn, who was in charzge in the fmxtassador's abzence, ' :
queried State through CIA ckannels, acszizg ior ccafirmation on
certain polnts for & meeting he was having with a dissident lesader,

Dr. Jordi Brosse. He stated kis understanding of the U.S. positicn

i ) a. Toe U.S. is not prepar=d to take overt action against :
U e the Trujillo govermrent while it is in fu2l ceatrol.

b. Tke U.S. is prepared t0 assist the opposition clandestinely
to develop effective forzes to accoxmplish 4."\4).110 5 OVerinrud.

c. Assistance must continue to be channeled covertly
until such time as {he dissidents estavlish a provisional

govermment which controls & subsicontizl section of the
Deminican Pepublic.

a

20 June 1960

Pearborn, again through CIA channels, asked Rubottom and Farlard
if he could make the sare statements corccerning U.S. policy ina
reeting with Juan Vicini, another dissident leader. Farland replied

.- in the affirmative.

E (w\. : -2 o
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| CIINT-RE Y - :
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ne -results of his

S

1rst meeting with Juan

C e Bt

Vicipni. He zaid that Vicini felt that tze time to concentrate on,
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eriod exterding through the

"incapacitatiod' of Trujillo; tco much planning Tor what would

.

follow risxed exposure. Dearborn said that he egreed. .

Also on 28 June (although the first written record we find 1is
& surmary memorsndim prepared on 18 October), Rubottom told J.C.

King that the Government of the United States was >jrepared to

LTS participate in tke overtarow of the Trujillo regime to the Followirng
'( e’ extent: "to provide a szall number of sniper rifles or other devices '
- for the removal.of key Trujillo people from the scene. . . o . . " ' i
i Rubottom zdded that the U.S. Govermment was EE prepared, at this . %
time, to send arms, equimment, or paramilitary experts to assist the ’
i undergouad to accemplish a revolt. E
: ' 29 June 1960 .
] !
- Dearbora cavled the results of his meeting with Dr. Brossa. EFeo ‘
._-' said that Brossa had recommended a temporary standdown on "action
a toward incapacitation of Trujillo" while determining Verezuela's ,
reactica to the T:‘ujillo- assassination plot against Betancourt. FF# '
':3 ﬁ?«:«-}.\" - 25 - ) .
R /
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D2arbom reported that the dissidents had a cepadbility for plcking
in .
up arms at sea and for cachiug/garby caves. Gz also described an

airdrop slte.
1 July 1950

A rpemorandum addressed to ihe Acting DT reccommendad approval
for the delivering of wespons Lo tie Dominican dissidents.

"It is proposed to procure and dsliver to underground
prosition forces in the Dominican Repuslic 12 sterile U.S.

rifles, Modzl 1903 (Sprinzfield), with telescopic sights, tozether

vito five hundred rounds of eraunition for same. o . . . .
Ié» fe mlamrad 41 Aalduvaw Thaca goarane rmer ad s +heansah T\'DD
£ ig plunrned Yo deliver ithese weapons by a2ir throush DE

facilities orovided arrangements can te worked out with the

oprosition for their receptiion. If they cannot be delivered b
T N

air, plans are curreatly being studied in the CA staff for
delivery By sea.

"Approval for delivery of thece arms has been given by
Assistant Secretary of State Koy Rubottcm, who requests that
the arms be placed in the rands of the oppositicn at the
earliest possible mwoment.
The memorandum was sigred by Rudy Gomez for Chief, WH Division; was

concurred in by Richard Helms as Acting DD/P; ard was approved by

C. P. Cabell on 2 July 1980 as Acting DCI.

Dearbora was informed by cable of plars to airdrcp twelve
30.03 Springfields, with ermunition, and with sights "ifixed and
sighted.” The cable asked for the coordinates of a suitable drop

site ard Tor a four-man reception teem with flashlizhts. The cable

- 26 -
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8 July 19En

Headquarters cable
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learn from Jfouan Vicini and/or

[ Jom

B s and carab
exployed simu o

=} < B

lianeously with action to incarzacitate J,)illo ;

and what is needed in way of racze :'m‘ support for sz ementation :
of plan of action. OF particular ipportance is info re extent

of military varticivaticn in pre,arauok.;. In spite orf Lvici-]
aprarent lacx of knowledge of opposition organization, most
logical that he is actively collzborating with a group that
must, have come pldn and og nili tr for action which will ageyre

ctable interim govern—ent arfter ro-oval o? Trujillo. . . . . .
o In your cpinion are [Vicini/ _._..@v'o.,s_a] peabers of sime group
( or if rot could the two groups be merged? . . . . "

§ 8 September 1960

C e o ———— e

g The Special Croup discussed a letter drafted by the Tepariment

< e e s e 4

; of State for delivery to Trujiillo (copy in CIA files dated 6 September)

50 proposing that he step downm. The DCI (Mr. Dull es) doubted the wisdcm

w of putting such a proposal in writing. FHe preferred a personal
o v °
apprecach. The Group concluded that a rersoral z2pproach would be :
" i
I 4
k. . best ond discussed Willian Pawley as 2 candidate for the job. f
13
¥ 18 Octoter 19%0 :
& ! i
J .
4 Ciiel, WH Division, prerared a memorandim sumarizinz epprovals
+
3 . N e
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N
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obtalinzl for 2ciisa in suprort of the Dominircen intermal oppositisca.
‘The text states that the su——ary was "pruvided in response to your

vertal request oz 13 October 1969 . . . 7 7This is the cemorandum

Lad

P - . ~
to which reference is mede earlier under the entry for 28 Juze 1G60.

29 Tecester 1560

Tre minutes of the Special Group meeting of this date read,

in part:

'

two-pronged plan
a:-:'l..ims tlrected
aga;Ln.;t the Truj >mphasiz d that although
~ suprort would te given to tne Tigueres group trhere is po
intention of esteblishirg a peramilitary force as such - .+ o . .
He also exmphasized that tke proposed aciicns would not of them-
selves brirg ebout the desired resuit in the near future,
lacking scme cdecisive stro%e against Trujiilo himself.

Tevd

overt Intervention in the Dcminican Fepublic should be
mounted simuliareously with the Cuban operations. . . . . .
it wvas agreed that the plan 1s worth beginning at this time

. no watter what the evertual decision on overt intervention
may te.”

" . ... .Itvas noted thet Mr. Pawley feels that

(Comment: We find nothing in the files identifiable with
N such a "plan.” We found no other reference to any specitic

plan of about this date.}

. 12 Japuary 1961

The followirg is an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the

. LEANTYT TN 6 ‘t!
) ui.gizhi'—z.il.\‘) U;’:L . .
a4

Aue

[

Lo RE

S

N S—

4

N

(]

11 et g et e

e ——. S —ga . 4 —



14-00000

SOV

R DR

?R-‘ v

Spacial Group on this date:

"Mr. Mevrchant explained the feelinz of tre Dapartme-.t of
State that limized suodlies of zmall arms and other material
should te made gvailatle for dissidents inside the Donminican
Republic. Mr. Parrott said that we belisve this can be panaged
securely by CIA, apnd that the plan would call for final tranz-
portatica into ihe group teing provided oy the dissidents
thenselves. Toe Croup approved the project.”

19 Januvarv 1551

. Latle Trecm headguarters:

"For Dearborn: FYL and use as you consider adviseable,
ority hzs been given Hgs for cdelivery to internal {r-oac
ited supply oI czall arms and otzer rpaterial oa condition
atroductiscn of material into LomBep te effected by Zeoms.
. « . . . Above coordinated with State.”

Menorandum for the record of a discussion of Project EMDEZD by {

members of the CA Staff and of WH Divisicn:

"It vas confirmed (from Mr. Parrott by phone) that the
Special Group now has approved that a 'limited supply’ of
small aras and related equipzent may be provided covertly to -
the Domiaican resistance elsments with whom we have been
dealing. Tonis was additional to the Special Group's approval
on 29 December 1220 of our (perzsicnal Proposal.”

(Ccr:oent: A5 noted in the entry for 29 December, we Xnow

nope of the specifics of this Cperatioaal Proposal.)

M3y a7
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: 31 January 122:

: "Orficial-Informal” letter from Learborn <o Devine in Siate
H ’ Departzent:

"With regard t5 the delivery of exoiic equirment, my
friends were o courze deligaied that suck a d2cisicn had teen
made. I hope that it will not b2 necessexy to play cown too
long the cuestion of actual delivery since they are ezger

~and erxpectaat and too great tardipess oa our rart would only
lead thez o gquestion our sincerity.”
6 February 1951
4 Cable from headquariers:
;. TN " - -
oo . 1. Realize deztails not rnow availadle but Hgs wouald
( i appreclate [c—lissidents' reaction to offer o0f armed assistance
; to includes [Eissidentsj current plan . . .
'.sj : "2. Also reguest [ﬁobert Cr.-en'§7 nitial assessment
[Eissidentsj capability carry out plan of acticn once lisited
armed assistance provicded."”
; .
10 February 1951
4 .
M.
e The station cabled its reply:

"o solid reecticn except joy as of 9 Feb.

s = ve oo s X
) ."Initial assessmeat is jErossz and Vz.c1ni7 could rnoz
. carry out plan. But with access @r. Severo Cabral/ hs now
appreaching point when will bziter be atle evaeluate group’

S

" potential for actica. We some weeks away froa teing abdle
# make solid rreliminary assesswent. :
"Suggest KUBARK consider sezding in each pouch one small
i3
. £ LT, ¢
A S - 30 -
Y \
.! .
:
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size hkigh
directiz:
come lzter.”

(Comment: We did no% find a copy of su

in CIA filss.)

N~ s

15 Frbruary 1y5L

Ned Holmen, the headquarters branch chiel, pet with Juan

Vicini and Donald Reid Cabral in Naw York City. Excerpis from bis

me.;o*andum record of the meeting fcllow:

" . . . .. Vicini played dowa scmewhat the necessity for

. delivery of ar=s, mlthouzh he did say that 1t is desiresble
and should be a part of the plaaning. Ze said that mexbers of
the oppositicn could, if ..:.e_{ wanted to, obtaio szall cquanitities

of arms froo Army contacts . . . but that eny arms so obifainad
would have to te used ve*y quickly before their loss is
i " @iscovered. TIFor this reasgn, be said 1% would te desireadle to
’ have aras celnered by us tzat could be

stored for use =t any
noxent de red.

"Vicint said that the object of cbiaining this kird of help
any+ay is the elimiration o Trujillic and instead of using arms
or grenades e tegan Lo sreakx of more exdtiz materiels a2nd methods
« . . a poweriul tomd that could be planied alonz the route of
Trujilla's evening walk and cowld be d=fonztied Irom a nesardy

~~eyeee sy
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e s e s va nw ne A YR i T a7 LRI T
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electronin device . . . {or) . . . <he possibility of poisoning
the cdictator's food or o putting pdiscn capsules in botiles N
’ of ceriain medicinss that the diciator is imowz to take N
& regularly. + . . . . a
¢ -
. A s exdtic and more practical plan that they put forward
: ent 3

les t
wvas oxe that they sa
: before. Toey s
- his home there are three autosmoviles in his proces
dictator himself in tre first auicmonile em 2 bed
. the following two. Toe id2a that =zs been discussed internalliy

1s for zeveral trucks to block tza prcgress of these cars at a

given intersection at which tin= young me:s wio i <

. ction groups would leap ouhb of the trucks with fix
‘ _grenades to finish 0ff the dictator."

H
H

fu
+
{r
o
O wn

1,
3

’
-
g

L March 1681

Headquarters pouched to tre statica & copy of Holoman®s memorandim

Rt of his meeting,with Vicini and Feid. On b March, the chief of station

el

cabled his assessment of the plan to intercept Trujillo's entourage

i : ;
b and kill him with guns and grenades: :
K H
e 7 H
z ’ "Vicini jdea . . . alrost certain fail if applied. That :
= type attack is precisely what bodyzuards appear test quaiified :
H cope with. Thelr defense pattern and displacement vehicles

3t . plus police practice detour traffic blocks away from entourage

pake Vicini idea fatally crildish in Cwen's view."”

i ) :
- (Coz:xnent: The assassination was actually carried out .
i through a variation of this scheme. The assassins detected and !
" took advantage of a siereotyped patitera in Trujillo's movezents

¥ ) i
R4 - - - * .3 |
55} in which he rode at night, unescorted, on little traveled higxways.) !
3 f
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Toe station cabled headguar=-er:z oa k& MNarch: f
1
: Y . . . if cpoortunity suzzert pro-U3 zroup nol to be lost, 1o«
., believe . . . imperative mzxe sure arss with ammo rzady for
i immediate entry DemRep . . - if pecessary at alr d-op sites . . . " A
o : 5 March 1551 : ' .
As s follow-up to that cabls, the station zabled 3 communication
i
o - . - H
fram Dr. Severo Capral: "We nave in our hands crmaace to speedup i
. i
: events. Fverything is being planned perfectly. Resulis may be :
13 “
; assured as nuch £s hwman fallibility permits. . . . . . h
‘
] :
i
— ‘7 March 1961 H
.

AR

Headquarters cabled the field, in part:

"Bxizting authorizatica precludes introduction armms inte
Dom Rep by U.S. personrel. OrZar prepere coniiogsxzcy plans
for possivle alterrpate delivery method, reguest siation
deternine additional drop zczes and confimm those sentioned
e « « « « Request type and guantity arms desired. . . . . .

[ PR 1 O

¢t
S—

”

ARV, YRS LA

8 March 1951

. Cable from the station:

]

- h] Iy T — - ~ - - ~— ~
"Brossa told Cearbora ca 7 March i Dr. Severc Cabral =233

2
group plan try kill Trujillio Ty /intercepting his zar/ at point
near ﬁi_mpy's Suzermarikat Tate not set axzd obvisusly depends

I
i

H . - N
& on Trujillc travel . . . Sav2ro Cabral not aware 3rossa has 4old
}.7 us but interesting that Charge’ Papal liunciatura also aware plot P
g exists but possidly pot of rersounnel iavcived.” P
‘ i
i |
3
e
N -
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I
He'dquarters cabled ihe statioa: -

"Tige & eply Interested piazn . . . azd request urgently:
edditicnal detalls in order make plans timely assistance.
Uncertainty of plasns, timing aad chances of success precludes

" Hqs seexing ccmmitzent for such cpelcific essistance as that
requested . . . . , 7

13 March 1651

Beadguarters cabled the statica:

. ) . “"Following elicited from IMOTH-8 (}‘ \ndres Freitas):

Freitos soealks for Azinsma ™Mo o~oun wiich fnzludeng mflica—

- -=C gxeup PRGBS SIOL AN b SRS W9
pexbers . . . in six brigede Egs end which kave capedilicy,
( . &t appropriate time, cf toking over miiltery garriscas with

3

arcs already at hapd, and appcintirg milita*y/*iﬂlian Junta

in control} provisiceal govt. . . . . . FReilst following station
action with respect Amiama Tio group: A. Icentify =iliitar

. pembershis; B. Assess capabilities a3 claicmed; C. Indicate

: if assets can be ccordinated with overali e?5s Eqs ulaces

. special emphasis on identifying military :ne:sership Aziaza Tio
group. This jmportant for veitiirzz as well as ezable essess )
realistically charces successiul takeover.”

oo e meagtin s

B

s 15 March 1961

o C Cable from the statiom: ;
b \ IR (.
& "Lorenzo (Wimpy) Berry asked fa consuiste employes/ for ' :
o : small supply fregzmentation gre"ﬂﬂs ‘Yor use in n;(\. we2X or so.' .
i ) By note, the cale? of station checked tack with Wimpy ead

'f« learned the dissident group must éo TMSITA f':v"” ‘l‘r““l__j this

» month or drop it as number of :":'i"'m perscos with loose mouths |
i are appereatly aware renewal plaa . . . . . wimpy asxed for five B '
& k5 @ (sic) rapid fire weapoas or similzr, 2,500 rounds zimo for ‘

!
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razz, . . . 50 frogsentation grenzdes, . . . ten Siom tank
YOTERLS. .+ . . . )
16 Mayeh 1951 ! e LR
il
Headquarters cabled its reply:
"Hgs exploring possibtilitis 2 !
advise ASAP. Meanwhile, request ycu v oS :
Berry making regquest on own initiative or is he szeaking Ior t
Dr. Severo Cabrul? . . . . . " . ]
; i
i It
4 RS ! :
17 March 1551
: i
. - | i
Canle rrcm tre siaticon: ! H
. : ;
- ) : "For issue to several fof the dissident :rrou_] Consul ; l
N e "Gezers]l Dearboran reguests tharee 38 caliber Szmith and Wessca ! i
N 3
Special pistols or similar and tikree szall boxes cartridges. ] P
If seading emmo complicates problez, advise and we will try {
t

get fron Marines.

- .
& . "Cnief of Station reiterates suggestion /%o send in each 1 . A

pouch one small size high fire power 'napo:] as Deartcra

B increasingly concerned lest mozentum which group nas now for j .
[gssassinatiog7 declipre result lack tangzible or tco slow actioa :

. ) on arzs by toe U.S. Goverrment. Also security tkhese people :

N : increasingly of direct interest US Governmen: which esach day ;

o ] more involved in Ehe opera u10§7- Loss of one of key people o :

Ly - thru capture could lead revelation detalls CDYCKEZ/EMiERD '

S activity. Thus preferable we give them scme chance defapd .

N thenselves against SDL.” '

18 March 1951

Chief of Station Robert Owen met for the first tirge with Dr. S

Severo Catral. @2 cabled the results:

- . E
- N
< >
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" 22 Maren 1661

s3 in capltal. Ha visi
tGo=~s ner aparime
*'en.tlv has scoeone in

1
[ i
3
d S

"To do t‘zey need
1500 rounds &mzo §
use guiet weanons f’cr
positicn was U.3. Government get items bere socnest via pouch.

or sizmiiar meass. Evideni he actually worried that delivery by
otrer meazs would coopramdse entire project. Obvicus be can’
count on ooly one group both receive arms ard do Lassassi:;atioz_:]'.

2 ic ,_]Ob. e s« + . Cevers 0:\.:) ..1'" "*Ml

"Dr. Severo Catral expects and willing : ris;& ckaos for pericd
of undeterained leagina alter Lassas&.manlod rainiy because for
securlitly reascns his group caanct cpprceasz military 223 hope (o
get decisive ag:'eez:ent support tefore [s.,assinatio_zy

20 March 1551

Headgquarters cabled the station:

"Pegret no authorization exdsis Lo suspend pouch regulatioas
4.; s&galnst shigment of arms . . . Will deliver to the group's
representatives cutside the Dominican Republic if this fessible.
Coordirated with State Department.”

« « « We realize permission dces not now exist but

Crlef of Statioz xmcws that he at last iwo posts received pistols
via pouch for worthy purposes, so it caz te done. Judzing from

_ref, W3 not prepared take tnis step. If tiis uralteradly so then

T TS e e B MRk W b i A i g
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slease coatinne

air drop of . . . arme
« « » Or izZpoTt & by me Cozpletely nazative plesa \
fcr ams, whatl ol cosperation Zevern Skl
Cadral and protably &b i ad ¥ oy, % ) ;
: it
L
25 varch 1951

but the excerpt does pot fully reveal the coatentious torne of the

cable. Cn 25 March, Headguarters, in a cable released by the DD/P
(Bissell) undertoox to set Owen straight. The cable gives a fairly

complete statement of U.S. policy arnd odjectives and of Cwen's

' responsibilities. It i3 swwmarized here. Ve support a program to

N
’
)

replaece the Trujillo regixe; we wish to avoid precipitate acticn if

. ’

piaaning is pot well orgarized, as appears to be the case; machine

guns and armunition will te supplied to demonstrate good will to the

i
!
i
- dissidents; the requested revolvers are bteing pouched. Eeadquariers %
g is planning with Stz2te =2z2inst the eventuality of sudden action ‘py : !
t he dissidents that migat result in the forming of a new govérnment
-4 !
5 "If atove clarifies.Hqs position, Cwen should prcceed accordingly.
In event major points remair unclear, State Depariment preparing
) orcders permit retura for consultations.”
: ’ (Comment: We do not know whether Owen replied to this cable ,
. : st
- t
st v 3 ® L L = 1
= or not. We do not find a reply in the files. Owen did zo to i
%. headquarters for consultations about 5 April, but we cannot
;{xi ST .
5o -~ 37 -
by g
ne ¥ It is apperent {rom the EMTEED operational files that no arms were :
bt ever air-dropped or delivered by sea. :
= - . ]
A i
w o
o s -t
4] v i '
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establish taat the **ip wes & direct result of this ceble. Taere

is scorze evide-:\ce that suggests that tae trip may. have been in

LA 0 AN P, R NG DR YT

onnection vith a req\...sc fron the dissidents for sutmachine .- &

“

guns)

i 26 Merch 1961 » ' .
: :Cable. from the station: ' - S
[ ' R i X
" PFor Dr. Severo Cabral request permission puss three semi- = = N
£ automatic M-l carbirces 30 caliber and surply emmo which available T N
i consulate f-om departed naval personnel. Would need fram Hgs LR AR
E nine 30 carzridge magazines for vespons. Fequest prompted by :
B 3 " - . Severo Cavral nute 5 March wnich says he cannol holid émub
P togetner bayoud April 15 withsut arms delivery. . . . . .
N g -~ ;l’ o T
‘ ‘S(\ . . (Ccmment: It may be helpful %o interrupt the chronology ) _
; - at this point. As we will later explain, tkese carbires. were b
% : . . . . . ) :
g : actually passed to the dissidents. They were in the hends of
g . . Antonlo de la Maza, who worked out the details of the assassination — S
HA.A N . . N
A 'and vas the leed figure in carrying it out. They almost certainly
' }” . were taken to the scepe of the slaying by the assassins. We have
- z} - no eviaenee that any of them were actually ﬁ_md during the shooti..g
P:' _ - .
‘ Tbe 1ittle evidence we have suggests that tney were not actually N
S ‘ o . used, ‘These=t.hree carbines are :the: weapons referred to by various

sources as having teen passed - to the;plotters'by_CIA. We find no _ “ =

D " evidence of say other weapons having been passed.) -t v ot e 7ol b
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27 March 1951

Eeadquar rs cabled the station: .

"FYI ref hardware [the taree pistols the station asked be”
_pouche] makes fairly sizeable packeze 1f limped single shiyment.. .
Reguest soonest .COS estimate of risk involved sending one paciage; DR E
or whether split zhiprment preferable.” : - s

- . (Comment: Ve find no indicaciod in tae files that these '

* revolvers were ever actually poucked. We suspect they were ros,

because the request for them was overtaken by subsequent event§.) '

29 March 1961

Ecadquarters cabled the station: ' ' R
; " . . . Hgs inclined to favor passing Severo Cabral ref B
3 carbines and ammo. Are carbines carried on local installatioa ™
§ inventory, thus requiring paper work which may olow CIA's
- - ultimate use? . How does station propose to pass weapons in secure
“ q panner order avoid other ODACID installatfioa esployees becoming: R
B witting they beirg zade available to Dominicarns? Require :
g Consul Cerceral Dearborn's.concurrencte.. Advise... . . . .. , I
] Pouchirg . . . nine ragaziaes . ... " - o R R

21

=

31 March 1961

Tl

‘The station replied: - - - - - e .

. -"Ho inventory problem. - No paper work to show CIA in act : 3 S
.in enyway. - P.an file off serial nimters. Will kardle pdckaging . = . . 7~} .
after hours. - Only .ccnsulate person weo knows disposition is ' i
Dearbora. Delivery to Wimpy Berry by the statica’s female - : -
edoinistrative assistant or other CIA officer depending oa what : .
steps seems best here. Dearborn concurred in request and in this S SR
pessage. We caanot e:m.‘asi-e enouga that we oust make gesture of
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good will ‘o 3everdo Cabral now. These ftems sre not what he
asked for but tkey are an invesusent 1n operatiocnal continuity.
To2 security ilsx in his havirg these i%eas is no greater tkan
his having similar items de]_ive*-r which done b,( zore ccz:ollcated
-.and less cecure cache or droo.” ) e

‘

~ Headquarters cable to the station:

"/Passing. the three. cav"'*i::eJ approved. Advise Egs Jhen
. passing.of tkis equipment ccmpleted.

 (Cazment: Tais cable was released by the ID/P (Bissell). )

7 April 1961

Cable from the station: e o

.. "[Tne pouch forwnrding zagazines for the three carbines/
contained 15-bullet magazines rather than 30-bullet magazines

as requested. Pls expedite pouching 9 latter type M-l carbire »
pagazines.”
|9 April 1961 S :

Cable from the station' ‘

"/The station's female adminis.rative assistan] passed
[the three carbines/ to [féimpy Berry/ April 7. Ko complicatioas."

o (c«:mmenf.:.a-'me files do not contain an account of how the .
" carbines were actually passed. As ve \d.].]. lzter see, ﬁeadqﬁérters'
subsequently poucked subtmachine guns fér Fassing to thé d:tssidents;-_:
Beadqx;arfers asked for the statioa's plan for securely passizg‘the'

submachine guns to the dissidents. The station replied: . "P:oposé '

use essentially same technique as that for [the three carbires/.

ot ea —omiam v s
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[The station's female adalnistrative saista-!J

will go w0 lo:el sugzerzarket L.l_m!)j ber":,' _7 for usual Saturday

»moming I:urchaseb. Then t,o consulate to get mail. Will get aasist—

{rom C‘niéf of Station in loadingz package or packagés into car

’ trunk with grocenes. [—tar.ioa opﬂrauiona offlce] '.dll then . E o 7 1

=a;'¢ccm;any to admintstrativerassistant's apariment, help taze -

IR T TR

' ’s gfo:é"e‘riés in. If no danger signal given by operations offficer, .

;i o Empy Berq] will arrive in persocal car, picz up items fram - ) T A
g ) . operations officer at partially concealed eatrance to adaini- v :
& 3 . :
8 strative assistant's apartment and promptly leave. Cover for
5 . his visit will be commercial delivery.")

’ { s , :
i 7 April 19451 o -
;. .‘ ) . . . ," . - L .

: é - . Chief, WH Division, sutmitted to Chief, RI, a memorandium requesting R
£ vaiver of pouch restriction on pouching weapons. "The above request

\ g\ . . 15 submitted for the following reason: Station Ciudad Trujillo kas . i
g 'requesbed tbat. Headqx.ar;.ers provide four M3 mc.hine guns and 240

' % ) -,rounds of amm.nition on a priority basis for 1ssua.nce to a small action

B‘; .

group to be used for .self protection.” _ _ _ : R

-*  (Comment: The entry for'18-March 1951 refers to a requést

for submachire guns, but there was no follov-up on it from the statioz. IR

Tais pouch waiver request was subnitted while the chief of station was : : :




14-00000

4 VNG O RARTY

PRty
o
%

BT/

at healgmarters for consultations. It 1s probadle that he rade tze

NBRALTAAIH I e

plea in person.. As vill be seen laue., tre .,un::xacaine gu:xa (..he S0~

~ g

P

R T

célléd ese f";:s oi’ ‘Jo*ld Har II) were pou""' cked but approval was

rever zivea tre station to pass them to the plotters.) . : _ : S

.
R SR T S PO TS L]

R

Zeadquarcers cabled the station:

"Equirment for Severo Cabral [Eumm guns/ which subject :
of Chief of Station conversations hgs being pouched . . . 1h v
April. Prinr to passing equipment, advise Has what scheme of
deljvery proposed.”

— - (Cammant: The delivery scheme is explai.ned in comment on )
: ',__\.‘ the 9 April entry.) = ‘
- B 13 April 1961 ' SRR P |
B An extract. from a note sent to Consul General Dearbora frcam: A
‘ Juan Vicini: S - S S
. ; h
g _ _™The three Leica cameras, model M-1 Ehe three carbine_],
. % . with their accessories, should be in the proper hands in a day . - SR "
3 4 f or two. . . . + . With the’small emcunt of equirment which- they L

" are receiving they can only take action at a few specific places o *
end trerefore the probebilities are consideradly reduced and - SR
tke time factor, considersbly extended eccordingly. With the © P -

rest of tke equizment (four Leices, model 4-3) fihe sulmachire '
gunf'y the possible places of action are mxltiplied and the lost
tize greatly reduced.

1L A 1901

JUCAR
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/_@onsul Gzneral Dzarccrn/:
. “The thie oriss a~ Iir. the hands
j} of ths ones ihey need more cameras
£ in order to W2 hope that the memo
y we seat two in this regard."
. 17 April 1551
Note from YAGUATE /Suan Vicini/ and SOCRATES /Luis Zaquero/ to
. DELTA aroorg]:
v "Tne last word, up to the minute in the matter of cameras:
Y CRISTOBAL [ﬁeneral Juen Tecoes DlaJ says that with the 3 Leica
: cameras alread;, delivered 44 in i to do tao pholugosualc
3 job. HYe needs to have the rest of the equimment (the & M-3 .
e~ leices) before ne 1"':ler takes the job. The ones already delivered
j"(,.g : he cees them as gcod erentary equirzment (deie:sive) tut ke

X neads the others for
N belier that the ornes
it purpcse also: the =e

'_ggres_,*"b rart of the job. It is my
ady delivered have served a psychologlceal
involved have always been in coudbt the
7 gocd faith of your people in wash. Toeir feeling was that in
i several months all they bave obitained were prcmizes. lHow they

see that you actually mean business. 50, now, all trey are doing
- 1s waiting for the heavy cazeras.”

17 April 1961

" Besdcuarters cabled the station:

n

reveat not

-+ - . . mOst important [tre sutmachine guns/ not/Te
prassed to Severo Cabral without additicnal Hgs approal. Please

&dvise wren equirment received and proposed schezme and timing of
delivery."
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20 April 1961

Eee.dqua"ters cabled the sta:‘.o:‘.:

Euo-" f-hi.ne {;.4.._7 s..ould Se ::elr‘ ia szatioa cou stody til11
further notice and not repea: not be pascid to [in:xy Berzz7
This Hqs decision tosed on juds—eat that” .C””_g vacuma created
by- [Es;assi._atmj ncw bigser question than ever:iview unsettled «
co::d.ltio:ts ;in Caritbeen area. E

sl

D r

"Reqz.est station prcvu‘. 101_1. info socnest (e.) Eave
[Ehe ihree carbu:e§7 teec delivered to Severo Caura.‘l (v) -

. Letails on.an alterzate pian to Zeliver f"mcnj.:e guns/

’ vh.ic.h would involve ground cachirz.®

R :. N o  (Commer.t: It might be noted that .his cable was sent

Just three days after the faflure uf the l.:dirg at tee Bay of

Pigs.) : D

20. April 1961 , ' .-

'Hote to DELTA ./Deartorz/ fram YAGUATE and SOCRATES:

: "The officers that were to do the photographic job are not . L Ee
only disappointed but really angry at tte refusal of the delivery . H
of the other Leicas. Taey kave decided to give up tie plan and ;- Lk

disperse, because they cannot take any more risks for nothing."” o ' T

20 April 1361
" Cable fram the station:

"[ ubmachire fﬂ.xn] kere 19 April with no-eatry pwoo...ems ‘
\rhatsoever. Excellent basic wrapping means.statfon's plan can':
be simplified even mcre. Tk ecxinistirative essistant, the’
.operations officer, azd the chief ol staiion can skare delivery
direct to drop. Request Hqs advise vhen ve mey begin.”




‘{Cczzent: - The rraslise rnature of tals =/c~;.1. '1t bas"c

wrapping” is not furcher clari fled in tha II e .:Io..“a:x Gall, LR

to ‘n’izzp" Iler—_{ in IuC«l cans. 'mis fole)

. g '(" ‘ 1 :
\,;..s ».oro nar'}.ed in mud cu:x.a'r...rs for pouching. If co, .

we wvoander how Gall leamed of this, We can "state with fair

confidence that these sa._abh_m Zins were never passed out of

the consulate. As late as toe very day of the assassination, Hob

Oden senf a cable protesting the policy that forbade his passj_ng

pem. Tais sounds ms if there must have been a leak from the
coasulate--irom one of tre- very few who kmew of the, submachinﬂ‘

guns. We caonot confirm that.the sutmacninpe guns were actuall;/

packaged in food containers for pouehing TSD has no record of

havi:\g done so. Jake Isterline tas a faint recollection.of .food.

eontainers, but not in connectisa wita pou"ning )

21 Agril 1961
Cable from headquarters to thé station:

[ SS A

. . . "/Subrachine gun] should be held in s.ation custodf tillf'_—'— '
. further notice and not repeat not te pessed [i_mpy Ber'ﬂ - '

22 Anr:ll 1961

_ The station r@n"nd to hnad"::a"te*"' gquery of 20 April

' regarding dispbsition :0f ‘the- three car':;ii:'.es:'

"

« -« . [dizpy Berry/ ras ziven [Tie three carbines/ .
o to mtemediary vbo holding until Severo Cabrzl picks up . . . . . % . . S
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26 April 1951

" posed will beccme apparent fram ore of the later entries for

- Severo Cabral possibly not yet aware plen, Ro sciid info ozke:
meabers ascassirzation effort but Gereral. Juan-Tomas Diacz. protab™

30 April 1961 -

" Juan Vicini and Severo Cabral called oa ze with £oll info: . . .

P bt o HI ML

i:'."ll-‘

(Coment: Tais “"inter—ediary™ appears Lo have been Taczmas

Stocker. Tae cignificamce of iois end the securisy probles it

31 May.)

Cable frcm the station:

Toll from Dearborn: I be]_levg political cgansequence of.pot
delt ‘v--‘ 3 E:;_."-ﬂ"_._..“‘"ﬂ gs/ oo serius I plan go ¥aschingten within ;

next few days 2or discussion. '.d.t.h Dem-tnent a.;d CAS Hgs!"

Nt

ble fram, the station:
®fdimpy Berry/ told Chief of Staticn . . . Antonio de la : :
Maza plans try assassinaticn between 29 April arnd 2 May.

will =23d. Will use the three carbires plus whatever else can’
get. De la Maza asks Berry add the sutzachine guns if possible
[}

Cable from the statiaon:

“Following from Dearborn: April 28 Lorenzo Zerry as er:issary'
main mission Berry wvas plead vith me release sulzzchine guas they
telieve in Dom ‘{ep and under my cozirol. Action group has 3 } -

carbines, 4 to 6 12-gfigge shotzuns with 120 rounds and séme snall :
aras. .. . . . . Action entails roudsice ambush near Saa Criszocal S




e e 2 e

could oe impocrant., o . . . . I repnlied
I had ro suizachine guns uader :‘j control sad that any U.S. ‘
controlled itens which might t2 in Dom Be ecould only be released
- cn specific aut;oriz.ation from Viashinztoz. I pointed out that
.-silnce the. taree-:carcines were sade avallable Cuban incident had |
occurred o2nd hoped zZroup could under stand. this is period of stuc’qr
and assessment. . o o . :

and few z33itional wszepons

Cable frcm the station:

¥ e e « o . suggest Has review: decision not pass sutmachine

. .-‘-—ﬁn_. A
g\._.s Detemina"ion of group *to go aktead with possibly inadeq_lf l
means conld cr_)el_‘l_ and hagt nm-"" forre noy ugrkino' toward the . -
overthrov o the Trujillo resi:ae. » ;

“4 . . 2May 158 .. .

‘Draft cable prepared at headquarters:

& ¥ ..+ ... Since 1t appears that EMOTH group has camnitted
¥ . - itself to action with or without additiozal support, coupled with
ns g fact that the carbines already made availadle to them for personmal
= defense; station autaorized pass~-sutmacaine-guns-to:Berry for
b Lt .. ' thelir additional protection on their proposed endeavor. . .. . . "
5} R R -(Cment- This cable was never seat. It wvas authenticated AT
O g by Hay F.eroerb for J. C. King,and Richard Bissell coordinated_. on 21

8- - o 14 Tt vas forvarded o the LTCI for release. General Cabell S
7T T attached a handwritten buck-slip: "Returm to: Chief, W.H. Div., . f 0 &

; c-o 7 7 unacted upon.™)
2 :

A
N

: T"'—"‘ ‘....jl.‘i’ ‘ -._ L .- - .. . ‘ ' .
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2
L day 1951

..The Director, at-a ceeting of tie Special Group, reported a

nev-'"‘ aati~Trujillo plot;, sa,ring th.ﬁt we never xmew if one of these

would work or not. : L . :

5 way 1951 °

Eeadquarters cabled tke staticn: S . AR

"Regret delay out release [of the sumchine guns/ awvaits
h.gh level ftate Depar':neqt decision.”

8 May 1961 = .. ..

Headquarters cabled.the station:. .

"State Department has disapproved rassing [submachine guns/.

16 May 1961

“Cable fron the station-
» "For Achil.les and Coerr frcm Dearborn- Thxmas Stocker mlled
‘on me night May 15. Stated he emissary from action group vhich . - -'
plans execute action azainst Trujillo night May 16. Stocker's .
mission was urgently request me.to furnish group with few nacninn e, T

guns which it um.erstood ‘US agentis have :Ln Dom Rep v v « . .

(Corment:- There is an unsizred and alzost incc:nprehensible

- memorandirn in t.he EMDEED files.. It is dated 17 May 1961 and conceras

a meet.ng with LLs. Flerida Be-A . The trznsaittal d.i.spatch pakes.

G -




1t clear trhat ‘the: :.u&o*' was Isabel Cintren, -thewstationts-+: o+ -

aéninisimti'.e assisitant. Thls is:.our *. ‘:x.rp tation of what

4”:{1 S Clntro-' was t-,,.ng to .aa,/ : ..u-vet.ne dx."lng t. seéopd,.,

vesk of ‘!a", 'zhzmj Be:'r;, a.,‘.s.d 'I’::c..as Stownr ‘.;o retum the t.‘::ee
carbines Earry had given Stoc:&er_x‘or tte plotters. St_ocker'at
first refused but firally, égreed. [Presuzably Berry then passed
;hem to Antonio e la I-'azaJ On 15 May, Stoczer again saw Berry
at the supermrset said he had the carbines back in his po.,session,
,and' his gi-oap’&planned to- carry cut the essassination the foilcw

nisht. _ 'Ihe group that-wvas to do the Job was not the group that

Ber'y nad been vo*}d..g '.ri th on tehalf of <he consulate.  3SOCPAIES
(Luis Baq';ero) arr!.ved at the supemarke '.:n.ile Stocker vas still o
vith Wimpy. After Stocker left, Mrs. Berry.asked. Baquero 1f-ke.

had given ..he Carbines back to Stoc&er. Baguero said he was

certa:l.n, not,.although he and.the man who had the carbines. and.vas. -

to do the Job d.td not know each other's identit:les. ‘While Mrs.

Berry vas ta].ld.ng with Baquem, the man to whcm Berry had last

: given the weapons @resumably Antonio de la .&a@7 arrived. at the

supermrket. \,rs. Berry a.sked him if he nad ﬂetum.d the caroi..es

to Stocker. Fe replied that'ke had not that that, if she 'vante&

confirmation, she could look in the trunx of his car where he .

always carried then.)




18 ¥2y 1931

...'There was discussion at a Special Group :eeting.ﬁf plaaaing ui':.h
respect ‘vto the Domirican Repu‘olic:. -'.C'QESRI 3cules ss;id ke thoughtr
that_én internal State .plmmiﬁé:paper outliningz an ambitious .
Iara::'liuary plan (ard 2llegirg:Specisl Group dp;&mval) exceeded L
the S,.ecial Group's action. Mr. Parroti's notes supported that

mp*'ession. The following is an excerpt fram the minutes: o

General Cabell noted that the initernal dissidents were G e i
p:wessi_.é fo. the release to them of certain =rall arms now in e
U.S. nands.in the Dominican Republic. TZe inquired whether the
feeling o2 the Cro vp roemained that thococe crms. should znot te
passed. The pmembers showed no :Lm.J.L..a foa to take a contrary : - .
posit*on at this tize." * : 7 B

2my1960 0 - | -

The agenda of the Special Group meeting for this date proposed .

discussion of ®further guidance ito Deerborn re contacts with

- dissidents.” The minutes of the meeting, however, mike no mention 0

The station. ce.bled:-'-w : L o ’

- "Departzent from Dearborn: 'May 26 I had long talk with = - - - & jaoeg
And.reas Freitas. . . . . . Freitss pada' no request for arms which ° B b
indicates group kas accepted fact it must do with what it has. S

ISy

# The small ams to: which General Cabell referred were the sudmachize: .’
guns, whix.h wvere Douched to the statioa but ‘were rever. passed to tae

it z;S SIJU

21 i g e A A
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His caly staleceat on this subject was that group has aras butb is
sozevhat concermed vistler endugh. B

g “-’-"""-”"""He st.ated*-ra'c-" ¢z group planning overthrow-Trujillo for i
rast 3 we2eks and reprecenving anti-cormunist pro-demozrutice
elerents cf walch ks member rewains on brink final performance
and deterciped as ever. Said ke could give me no date because
a:tion depands whea Trujillo, follows awaited pattern which )
not known.in advance.. Group has arracgezent for beirg informed
sufficiently inh advazze to get into assigned positioas once
gigoal given. He asked if United States prepared assist pro-
United Sta tes Dominicans quickly if tkey succeed overtnrow
-;rujillo. :

"L replied . . . speed with which assistance could be
glven would be increased ccusiderably ir we could have prior
info on such .subjects as timing, plans for action, pﬂroonalities .
«Z. . . involved aal identity of proposed juata. . . . . . H replied L
participants were not prerured give tueir named until afterward T
end could not give tize for reasons stated earlier. . . . . .

YRe timing Freiias stressed event could happen any day and _ .
could in fact have happened 3 times in last 2 weeks except that . . S '
necessary jux:iaposiiicn of forces did not materialize.” . ' .

. 29 May 1961

Headquarters cabled the station:
*For Dearborn from State . . ... . We nust not run risk
of .S, association with political assassinat;ion, since U.S.. .
. as matter of general-policy cannot condone assassination.' Thf,
-last- principaa. is overriding and must’ PI“V&ll in doudbiful
situation. . . . . . You -ust request and receive further - P
specific 1nstructicn £or any. srecific covert activity. At the ] . we e
present time we are unable .to transfer arams to dissidents. . . . .. Co :

. (Comment: Both Teardorn and the chief of stat.icn sent R

> .~ . o Ty e

cables comzernting ca this guidance cable. Their cables were filed o : -

e Y o oh A T o SO R P+ ST 0 P e
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io Ciudad Tr.—xjillo.on 30 May Yus were nos received in %aszington
until the early moming hours of 31 May--about eizht hours

T "’"hfoe; the essassiratfon toox place.' F‘xnev-p..s f01104 )

31 Mav 1951 T

Cable . from the station:

"State from Dearcorn . . . . . If attempt is made by U.S.
friends assassinate Trujillo there will be esccusations against
us and best we can do is see there is no proof. Greatest da.nger
roint is Thomas Stocker. He was glven swall number arms by

.dissident agent to hold several days and has told several persons

dissidents obtained these items frcam consulate. Stocker toid me .
same and I have informed him this cannot be true or T would know

: (o~ . ‘and when ke requested zme supply arms th:ough h:Lm for dissidents
;o ‘ . I told him this impossible. . . . . . "

Cable from chief of station:

"Aseupe [the 29 May policy cable from State to Dearborn/ is’
final vord on present policy on which CIA work here must be based.
‘ This for practical purposes-retreat from -previous policy..
st " Eovever ¥qs awvare extent to which U.S. Govermment already
associat~i with aseassination. If we are to at least try ‘cover
up tracks.' CIA personrel directly involved in assassination
preparation must be witkdrawvn now. . . . . . If assassination
‘- tried apnd not successful, irmwediate evacuation of the chief of -
- station, the operations ofﬁcer, and the administrative
assist.ant wandatory. . . . . .

.




R"2 1

T

z

3) Mav 2551

Receivad in Hea2quarters i_r,.l Center at 0351 hours,

" ‘wasnington time: . - . T

FLASH SECRET CRITIC CIA C*U:AD TRUJILLO TUMESR 1. APSR 2.

SOURCE DISSIDENT IX. DIZSCT TOUCE 4TI ‘DISSITZFT A”"IOY CROUP (C).. nL
SOURCE AT 2330 BOURS LOCAL TIMZ 30 MAY RECZIVED PREARRANGED SIGMAL
WAICH MEANT TP”..JII.LO :’i.*::n- BY ASSASSDATICH SAME MICET, JMERICAN.
COHSULATE PERSONIEL ENCOUNTERED RQADBLOCKS CS CIUDAD TRUJILLO RIO-
(EATIA SUPTR HIGHWAY A : T ABGUT 0030 SCURS LOCAL TDE 3L MAY. s
INDIVIDUALS FORMING BLOCKS APPZAFZD EASTILY CRGANIZED ’ﬁLIIIA ONLY

FE4 OF WHOM ARMED WITH FIREARMS OTAERS WITE AACESTES. 1O A
CONFIRVATION' TRUJTLLO ASSASSINATICN AS OF 0100 MAY 3l. FILED 0600%.

[5200 Washington time/ -

T (Coment: ~The sfation's followiup cperatiornal cable

RADEER U T CART) 1A TI G b b
.

1dentiﬁed the source of Crit’c Fo. 1 as Lorenzo (Wizpy) Berry,

:vho gave the i.nfomation. in person to Consul Gezneral Dearborn

.and- Chiﬂf of Station Owen at the consu.a.e.’ At about 0100 hours,

Do:ninican ti_e, A‘..res Freitas tPlepno..ed Dear bom "to ask

. cryo..ic:all./ whether we had- the novs.'- Freitas said he would add

'details vhen he had. them.)

<.




Memoran:hz: \’or t._. "ecard sig:ﬁd b_{ J D. Esnerline, 1!‘. part~
- "Tre evan_..g of 2 June, 1t was deciled to imediately
. move out of the Dcminican Republic the Station Chief Cven, and
Case O-ficer Ccokson. It was &1s0 decidad that Admiristrative
Assistant Isabel Cintran skould rot retiwm to Trujillo. Accord-,
ingly, an operatfczal ixmedinte coble was ..e:zt. to tae station .
the afternoca of 2. Juze issuirg appropriate instructlons.”

[

o . e
T
L

9 Juze 1'961."

Memorandum for the record signed by J. C. King, subject:
_"High-level Heeting on Daminican Crisis"--in part: : S

-"The ceeting was held at 1800 hours o2 5 June 1G61 in Room °

- 751% of ths Department of State. Axcog “hose present were Vice .

President Ly=doa JSzhnson, SecretaryMcNazara, General lecnitzer,

Under: Sec"etarj Bowles, Deputy Uxder Secretary- “Alexis-Johnson, - S
¥Mr. Ed MHurrse, Culei, USIA, Mr. Asrthur Squ.esinger, Mr. Richard

Goodwin, Mr. Ted Achilles, Mr. Vx:: Coerr,. Mr. Morales Carrion - . . |

-and Mr. Jazeson. . h

"Vice President ILyrdon Johason referred- to another message T
.- ., fram Consul Gereral Deartorn vwhick was iz an alarmist tone as to

~ the possibility of icplicating the United States'in the delivery of
arms to the dissidents. The Vice President then asked what. ’
- was the ‘tizing and authority on the deli\‘ery of arms. "o "'-

(Cox::ent- Ti:.e message to waich Vice P—esident Jonnson~ Lt ~'~-~"F";. e e

l
- . . . iy

referred is rot in the 'EM uJLzD*‘operatior.al files. We did not "
. f£ind'a copy in & search of Cable Secretariat archives. Jake
Esterline, vio appears to have ridden heri én post-assassination

planning', does not recail baving heard of Vice President Johnson's

PRI AL T R




guery. 7Ice reco-d uzzests tuat re unzv of it u* dﬂ"'no- oy

reme:v'oer.‘ Trere Is an unsizeozd mexmorenio in the ZMOIED: x‘ile

dated. 6 Juae 1951 (ihe dav e‘.’:er ne ree 1..g-.at State), ‘'subjeet

et S s et R

.' "CDHCTD 'hewsr on. ?as.»ége of Arzs to ua::i:Li(.an sid.e:_i:s."l
'I'he maomndun;_ suzmarizes State Deparizer onSuJa;e fnvolvemeat
in kaving weapoas furaiszed 10 ti2 dissidents. T:.e.rauting:a:d
recanflh,"'sheet attacaed to the :enorand'.;:n shaows it vas originated
vy Jotin Poulter, Vi3/TRiE, azd was formréed to C/OPS/aE
(Esterline) .;‘."‘E.ster].ine iﬁitiaied the routing and record.sheet

‘and returned the memo:and\m to Poulter. Thais suggests to us . .

f

that J. C. l(ing upon returning frcm tne '.:e‘-ti..g State, a's‘mde,‘

Esterline to have a sv.::nary pulled toge ther, _ _ » ;
J. C. King remembers the meeting a%t which the Vice President
asked about the delivery of arms. He does not nov recall the

r.épecif:ic q_uery Re-reading his wemorandwuzm record of the meeting

leads him to believe that the Vice President's question vas
direc‘bed to one of the State rep*esanuat ves Ee feels ..hat,

fif 1t bad been directed to CIA, be would have wace rention of

.. -that fact in-his record ot tke pestirg. = ' S A

A cezorandwn for ihe recond prepared by J. C. Kirg of a n’aiv‘.ef‘

House meeting oa tse Dominican crisis ca‘7 June 1961 makes no zerntion

< of U.8. iavolvement in passing weapons to the assassins. 'me ceeting

vas chaired by the President, and Vice President Jonnscn was present.
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The pmceding, cui-ﬁe detailed azd almost "Ho"y doc ment.a'-y

am.o»nt of 'J S. Govev-mnan* {nvclvament with persons plotting

the overthrod oi‘ 'I‘r'.::,i.lo carries through th actual assassination. "

Ea*ly in tke report we explained. way the coup ikst was to follow

the assassination never- took.plaee. Another essential par‘ of- t.he -

_ story is the roll-up of the assassmation g*'orp apd the d.:.:.covery

_of U.S. -mvolvement ~vith thezn. The ccasulate cabled through CIA

- +

channels on 9 December 1961 that toe T De cenbe
Dc::_inia_ar. newspaper La Nacion carried-a story

" . . . based ca Huascar Tejeda Pimentel's statement e e

_ to Judge of Instruction that Wimpy (Loreazo A. Berty) '

T provided the caliber 30 M-1 Garazd autczatic carbizes used .
© to kill Truji]_lo. R

Wi

Wimpy's involvement with the plotters, including passing' weapoLs -

from the U.S. consulate to them, bece=e known to the Daminican

_ H:Llitary Inte].ugence.Service (sm) as early as 3 June from-its.

i.nterrogations of the captured assassins. 'I‘he folloving summary

1s drmm from the FBI's report. of its intervievs of Ortiz, the. SIM . :

officer vho headed the 1nvwesui@.tion of assassination.

I....ediately after the slayi.ng all of the asse.ssins assembled

_ at the house: ovaeneral Juan Tomas Diaz. Dr. Rover: Reid Cabral ST
. was called to treat the rmost seriously vounded assassln. Dr. P.eid o

was the cousin of Donald Reid Cabral, cre of the key pah tical plo*ters,

but appears not to have been in on the rlot himself. Since Dr. Reid
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. ahd his three co:::pa:xis:: tegan to pﬂ..rﬁ.c. (it might be noted here

_highly incensed over the rape. Pastorfza left the house soon after

gunﬁzht vhile resi~ti.ng arrest. Bothﬁ Pé.st.oriza.-and Estreua vere )

'wptured torturod, ard comessed The foiLlozing are excerpts s from t

) .
ir being ux_lfd as a raoysician La:—..ed tae identities of the ascassins
o ’

General Diuz said ke could no\. e.’ lo; Pr. Reld to go free. . Génsi'a_].

!':1 n v‘ci‘..ge

“Piaz’ o-cnd Dv-. Peid to S 1n ..eid's house for four

‘of the ass&ssins (C—e:'.eral Diaz, I».nto:xio de la Maza, Salvador
Estrella, and Fobarto Pestoriza). fhe other assassins vent thelr

-

separate ways.

Within hours afzer eatering Dr. Reid’s house, Geaeral Diaz

that the assassins were so sure that the coup would follow and t...ey R

would all be ‘national heroes that they had ...ade aosolu Tely kiow

pl.ans for hidj.ng or es.ape ) De la Maza called for Mrs. Reid aad

R b

ordered Dr. ‘?eid out of the room De la Maza thereupcn raped Hrs.

Reid i.n the presence of his cexpasicas. FPastoriza and Zstrella were :

B - e

a :iear-ﬁght and a drawn-weapons confrontation. Estirells left after

a fev hours. Diaz and de le Maza left later and were killed in a.

he FBI's report o*’ 1ts dntervievs vita Or*iz, tbe S x.:wes’cigator. S oo

a ue.uegraa ediressed to Presiden" Romulo Eetancourt of Venezuels,
vhlch said, *We who have killed Trujillo urgently need your nelp
in order to “1ee the couatry. Signed General Jvan Tozas Diaz.! R

: b
{

. . . after Postoriza lefi Genersl Juaa Tozas Diaz co:posed e
o
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34 sz o 'Wi=3y,' an
can wno a Trujillo, 2nd to -
wll ‘YYimuyt To take the telegram izzediately to the Azerican L
Consul and <o =3% thz Cousul o code tihe itelegram nnd send it
throuzz ize proper ciannsls to Zetancours.
T
"Reid refused to take the ielegrum on the bLasis that he
had already i=plicated himsel? greately 12 the plet tharough :
no fault of Lis cwn 2od stated that e thought Diaz was trying :
0 have him ziilsd Dy aski Te oke Loy to :
"Wimpy.' Wita that & tacaze s0 incense he :
puanched Peid and rusihzd hi Y and even we Tar as to
rold his revolver ag ad o Reid's young Reid .
then zaid that e plotte 2331 ihe ciiire Reid family '
if they wished but that ke would not deliver the telegranm to ]
' impy. ! :
"Estrellz was asked to furcizh what he kzew concerning (
'Wippy's' allegsd connection witn the conspiracy. Futrella i
RS related that ‘'Wiggpy' is the one who facilitoled the obtaining
: of the shotzun and thas autcmatic rifle for ée la Maza and ‘.
L ~ General Diacz. Te was asked 1f "Wi-py' Moy the purpose for

which thess veapons w=re cecured and Estrella replied that ‘Wimpy'
was aware of the purpose. Estrella furtter reiated that 'Winopy'

. . vorks for the F3I, the State Deparment, or some other agency .
of the U.S. Cover—ent. . .

¢t

-"Estrella was &sied to explain how he knew 'Wimpy' was
connected with the Americans end ke replied that be pad heard
from the otker conspirators tkat 'Wimpy' was the intermediary
. between the Americen Copsulate end the conspirators. Estrells
stated that 'Wimpy' vas a friend cf Gereral Diaz, Antonio de la .
: i Maza ard Luis Amiz=a Tio, and tnzat 'Wimpy' kad been ihe inter- ’
medlary through tre American Consulate vwhen these three discussed
thelr proposed coup with American authorities.

- * . . . the source manticned that during the interrogation
cf the conspirators wnc mentionsd that Unailed States o

: were involved, they were a3l askad to identily the United States
-3 ofricials, but nore of the conspirators were able to idan

b
g

trese officizls by nere end meniioned only that thay were
functiczaries of the United States Deparizeat of S:a:is The

only nace of any r=erican official which was disclesed during

R
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" . . . by the latter rart - June 1G81, the investization
kad pretty well established ihe ideatities of all the individuals
involved in the plot, many of wihem had keezn arrested and
interrogated. The only ones not accounied for were Luls Aniama

Tio and Antonio Imbert EBerrerzs. As previcusliy reialed, General
Juan Tcoas Diaz, Antonio de 1a Maza, and Lieuterant fmado

Garcia Guerrero were xilled when resisting arrest. (A% this
point the source related tzat if Gozeral Dlaz, Lisut. Garcia,

de l2 Maza, Amiama, and Ioteri Lud been capiured, and zade to
talkx, it is certain thati many zany zore prisozers would nave
been taken.)

YAs far as the source is aware, tke only individuals who
vere arrested as a result of the assassirnation of Trujillo, who
[ were orougnt before the courts were Tavares and General Roman.
As far as ithe source is aware, nc other izdividual arrested in
coanection with this plotl wvas brouznt Tefore any Deminican
court. 'Wimpy,' the Horth Azerican, wes to have teen brought
before a court t0 be deported; kowever, Ramiis crdered that he
wzs rot to be molested in any wayry an
aware, no action was izkea zzainst
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"Wimpy" Berry, bis wife, and ireir caildren were allowed

- A -

leave the Dominican Republic. Taey went to Florida and subsequently ool

Fashington, Berry was given 52,000

for "expenses" by CIA. After ammesiy was grunted the plotters in

9]
&
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ot
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to
[
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i
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Y

turne=d o Sazio Zomizgo and resuvwed

ov2rating tibelr eupersmarket. They, especially Mrs. Berry, continued -
g3 3 e » = y

to involve tnemselves in political inirigves. ‘They were staimech . : ;
supporters ¢ the conservative Antsonio I.v:iaer‘-:/‘dessi.n 7 Wessin faction
and were involved In the sctions toat led to the overthrows of the

governzents keaded by Juan Bosch and later by Denald Reid Cabrazl.

¢ o To recap:

a. Assistant Secretary of State Rubcttom told J. C. King
3 : ‘ on 28 Juze 1960 that the U.S. Government was prepared to partici-

pate in the overthrow of tke Trujillo regime to the extent of

B et

providing a small numter of saiper rifles for the removal of : ‘
key Trujillo people from the scene. Cexeral Cabell, as Acting
DCI, oo 1 July 1960 approved deliverinz 12 Springfield rifles to :
the Dminican.dissidents by air drop or by sea. The rifles
were never delivered.

E b. On 10 February 1981 the chief of staticn cabled a
) suggestion that one small-size, nigh-fire-pover weapon be

forwardsd in each pouch. This sugzesiion was not acted upoa.

-5 -

I
$n
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c. On 17 March 1951, ire chlef of siation cabled e reguest
. of Comn.l G-neral Dearbon fov'_‘fe pourc'-"xo of tnree 38 caliber
) ith a“d .!es.,o mlar.;al pistols for uuivr.r;{ to key members
of the dis.,ident group. Kaadquaﬂ;e" was preparing to pouc“n
the piotol.; out ,.p:av'ently did not do =o. .There is no 1nd.'icat10n'
in the EMDZED operaticzmal files that tre pistols were actually

pouched. The IEQ‘JESA. for pis ‘;ols appears to have been overt_ken

b;r a. subsquent. request Tor su*macnine guas. '

LA

S : d. 0 26 :-!ar'ch 1661 the st +1on cavled a- request for

pemibsion to pass t*u-ee semi-automatic M-1 ca*bines plus

am:uni tion to Dr. Sevem Cab*-al. Tbe carbines and ammunition

. 'Ifhe station requested that. headqvmr‘.ers pouch magazines. Head-

quarters approved passing the carbines and ammunition -and pouched

RV

R R

the magazines. The cable autho:'izing passing the carb:ln.es‘ was

released vy the DD/P (Bi.,sen) Toe station said 1* would, rue

_off the carbines' serial mmbers. The station cabled ‘that . the

i

3]
et

. o ';‘»-carbi.nes"ve‘z"e' passed to "Wimpy" Berry by the station's female

ARG

25
§

1
Epits
M:.-lv\'
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administrétivq assistant on 7 April 1961, Berry,‘ at the request

of the dissidents, gave tke cardines to S. Tnomas Stocker for

"’ temporary safé_keeping. Berry later recovered the carbines from

Stock.e_r and gave them to Antoaio de la Maza, who reportedly kept

r"i“"!"
5_‘-111

vere in the ‘consulate, having been left by departed naval personnel._
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trem in the trunk of his automobile. It Lt prchable that a2t least

one of the caroires was taken 4o the sScene cf the assassination

by de 1 Maza, but wé have no evidence that itwwas actually used

in the shcoting. Ortiz, the SIM investigator, told the FBI that
the assassins who were apprehencded and interrczated spoke only

of the firing of a sawed-off shotgun, revolvers, and pistols. . ii i

AT A

e. While at headquarters for coasultaticas in early April

1081, Chief of

3 we—<

R

tation Robert Gvon evidontily provelled upon .

headquarters. to pouch four M-3 submachine guns and ammunition

' to the station. The submachine guns were prached and arrived

" at the stationm on 19 April 1961. Headquarters cabled the station -

on 17 April that the submachine guns were not to be passed to

the dissidents without additional headquarters approval. = Despite

) Arepeated pieas fram the Chief of Statior and fram the Consul

PRI e

General, Washington continued to refuse authorization to pass

them. We think it is safe to coaclude that the submachine guns

were never passed to the dissidents.

A final, and rather sorry, footaote: We do not know the S
wmotivations of men-such as Jordi Bressa, cuan Vicini, Severo Cabral,. v S

Aniama Tio, end Antonio Imbert. The SIM interrogations of the plotters

it captured revealed that they were not greatly motivated by a desire




14-00000 -

A PN

R

‘personal grudze. HIs Lrgizer,

I

0F them were seeking

to live {n a

vengearnce or pefso:al_g;i:;. Geaeral Poran, v-.x‘::ai :5°.to have ‘..a‘.-:én oyé';-.
and fom a3 interln govermsent, adsitied that ke had Had no Intention
of'vfem‘i"cting free e];ections,. Be nad ‘plﬁa::.-end-to estabﬁsh himself -

és the pew Copinican "s.:trorgxran". replacing Trujillo. _'(;e:;.eral Juan o ' | .
Teoas Diaz was ’qitter- over having teea puﬁlicly disgraced by 'i‘rujillo T ‘

and then cashiered frcm the army. Aa‘onio de la Maza alco had a

vy © -

zsavio, kad been killed by tte

?

[}

e o

Trujillos to conceal his aad their participation in the slaying
of Gerald Murphy in the Calindez case. lMost of the others also

had personal reasons for wishing Trujillo dead. e






