T104-10252-10019  [2025 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

vy ..

“ooa Ty

>

CLARMNICATICN,
Dgg?@ﬁ{%ﬁ SECRET PROCFSSING
. 4’::5% AT ' :,.'«;f,

KARRED IO inA 710,

o
Chief of Station, IMWAVE | X e vwota wots
INFO ) ONLY QUALITHD
. . NEADQUART{PS tAts
CAN Jutvd NS,

ABRSTRALT
MICROFILS

FROM ~
Chief, WH Division
s"“'“}&(z.[p/Operaﬂonal - Contact with Dr, MIRO Cardona

ACTION RINVIREDY RUFTHINCES

For your information, transmitted herewith is a report of contact with
sudbject written by Theodore F, PASSAVOY, and a memoof WH/4 comments.
. |

{END OF DISPATCH)

ey e AL AL
. o

P g
i
¥ !
) ‘w -~
— ¢
!
Attachment - 1 pare o ““é‘g"gf? oy :
o 19 Oct 61 R B
Feos TR O T T T T T T T T T T BrSvA TGN STMBOL AND NOVTER o
' i UFGW-606
]
: HEADQUARTERS FrLE NUMBIR
CLASSIFICATICN
| SECRET ’ 19-124-25




14-00000

10 Cetodor 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Meoting with D, MIRO Cardona on 6 Getobor
1. Dr, MIFG arrived sbout 9:50 a, m. (or the mseting we had

sot at 10:€0; ayain ho waos driven by his gsecratary whom hoe introduced.
As during the first meeting, she romaianed outaide in tho car., GCur

Tmosting lasted untf! 12:09 noon,

2. Fizat, Dr, MIRO handed mo a noto in longhand Hating the
toplcs discunsed with moe on 3 Gelober, These polnts aro:

a. Grgups conducting propayanda, ete. with Agoncy support
should racsive thelr support and be courdinated through the Council,

b, A prepaganua campaign should be waged by the Council
almed ats

{1)- Cuba, vis a long wave radio station in Koy West,
{2) Cubans ia Mlami and other U, 3, arcas by:

{a) Subsidizing Liario de las Amaricas.

- {b) Contracting for tims nn radio stations.

{3} Latin America, with a plan such as the Cperacios
Grieta, "

¢, Undérground Activities.

{1} Provision of rmonthly funda to Council for proecuring
Cuhan pesovs to sond o the seven-odd resistance
groups in Cuba through rellable thanaels (such as
_previously sent through tue llalian Lmbassy),
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{2) Comrmando activn as outlined in plan presented
to e on § Cetober,

3. Commando Plan H

Thon Dr, MIRO handed me a plan (in English) for clandastine ;
action prepared by his military collaborators, whom he named as ’
Colonel Manuel VARELA Castro, an officer of the Academy, Captain
Enrique DESPAIGNE, and Colonel (fnu) MONTEAGUDO, Ha stated
that they were of the BARQUIN group and had been prisonera,

Viith reepect to the plan for clandastine operations in Cuba,
he stated that 300 men could be counted upon for coramando action, part
of them hore, part in Cuba, He reiterated that a commando operation
was agsential to bolater morale armong the anti-Castro elementa in Cuba :
and in exile ae well as to conduct sabotags that would further weaken ‘
Cuban ecoromy and the Communist regime, He gaid that for thic operation ‘
U. 5. help would be neceasary in providing woapons, ammo, demolitions,
equipment, and funds. He proposad that if this plan was considered to
have merit, that [ arrango to have somaone meet with his military men
to work out the details., Alter all preparativna had been made and
materiol provided, etc. the operation would be purely a Cuban affair,
{NOTE: Flan turucd over to Thompaon at our ns oting at 15:39 on

6 October for transrninsion, ) :

4, Request for Arins, etc. to send to Eacambray

Dr MIRC remarked that over a month ago he had made a requont
to Clark for avmo for the aati-Castro insurgents in the Escambray, but ;
to date had heard nothing rolativi: to the requast, He comrmuented wryly, .
"I ack but never hear an answer. ' }e said that the fighters there should
be oupported. Dr. MIRO stated that he had a boat {provided by us) and
a means for delivary of the arms, Csvaldo RAMIREZ s chief of the

Eecambray group. .
COMMENT: Has anythlag beem done about this request?

S, Inforraation on Arms Recelived by Castro Repime

Dr. MIRO hended me a long report which he said was brought
to him by the Argentina Au:baassador to Cuba when the latter came to the
U. S. at the tims of iresident FRONDIZI's visit, ™ He said the Ambassador
would not divulge the sourca of the informstion but commented, *'You will

know, "
[
* Repott turned over to Thompson on 6 October. i
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Dr. MIRO sald there was no way to determine the accuracy
of the {igures glven of planes, gung, etc. roceived {rom tha Soviet bloe
{and Ltaly and Canada) but even il.the figuros were exaggerated 100 por
cent, they would still ba impressive, '

He addod that Castro is daily bocoming stroager militarily
with weapons and with a large militia of cloge to 399, 0G0 beiny trained
to use them while tho economy coutinues to detericrate., Perhaps only
half the militia would be effectiva. DBut that is sizeable, Thus, he said,
the lanjger the delay in peaitive military action to overthrow Castre, the
preater will be the tagh, “Wo must act soon, vigorously and effectively,
to Insure victory. Another defeat would be disastroua and wowld make
Cubane, letin Americase and others bolieve Castro to be invincibie,
Then would corme accommadsations and even worsge, tho implanting of
Castro-backed regiines in the bemiaphere. And ths U. S, would suffer
worst of all, being discredited for defeat and “guilt of intarference, !

<ot

"la ths UN no nation wonid stand bLeside the U, §,

Progosal that Council oo to Cuba with Conimando Geoup and
Egtabliah a Goverameat on Cuban Soil :

4
o,

Pr. MIRO then daclared that ho wag convineed that Castro
would nevar be overthrown by all the propagands, the sabota.t, commando
evaids, guerrilla activities, rupture of diplomatic relations and deterjorating
sconomy, anrd that it was inconceivablo to establish 8 govermmoent-in-axile
for nothing would c¢: me of it; that the only solution for defeating thae

. Castro regima wan {cr the Revolutionary Council to go to Cuba and estab-

ifeh & yovernment ca Cuban soll, aak recoynitioa by all iriendly count®ias
and military agsistance of ita prircipal ally, the U. 5., and that the U. 8,
be ready to intervens hmmediately with ita Forcesa, ‘This would all have
to take place in a voatter of 48 heurs, otherwise it would fall. 1 recognise
that this 1s a bo!d plan, but boldness is necessary. Thars will be many
risks, many may be killed. As for mnyseif, 1 don't care i( Idic. Ihave
loat all roy personal posaessiuns and my sen 18 8 pricoasr, ' He reiteratsd
that all miwst be weli propared in advance, there must be no vacillation,
overything must proceed rvapldly. First, a commando raid in force to
ceizo a plece of Cuban territory, preferably noar Cuantanamg, and tmaie«
diately the memberas of the Council go ashore, proclaiin a provisianal
government, broadcast by radic to all natians an appeal for recognition
{and cableo propared in advance wiald also be sent out), request U, 3,
assistance, and ths U, 3. should furnish such assistance at once in ade-

quate atrength to ensure victory.
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Before such an action i3 unde rtaken, tae enemy 1must be
softened by propaganda, ssbotage, raids, underyround action, and the
mags ul the people of Cuba wnust be prepared to accept the provisional
government through-propaanda, increased knowledge of the Council
and ite unifying efforts.

Cv. IR agsked awe what | thought of this project; did I think
that Castro could be overthrowi in any uther way. !adoritted that
strong mnilitary action appeared nocessary. I staled further that
of ccurse hia plan would have to bs studierd at the hizhest government
levela. He prepeased that he might eldborate a pian with his militar y
collaborators and I suggozted that he do thiz 3o that it mizht be examined

and considered.

Dr. MIROU declared that he was coavinced that this Counmuniat
dagsovr In the side of the States could only b ¢radicated by such action,
that the U.5, i3 and will be blarned for 21! ant{~-Castro propajanda,
sabotuge, =stc., and that enerny states will denouace It for intervention
in Cuba, but that if the U, &. zoes 1o the ald of a friendly revolutionary
reglrae egtablished in the country and helza it dafeat the Sovist-tacked
Communist regime, all {riendly governmernts will applaud,

"f have no personal political ambltions, ' declared MIRC,
"Tmerely am trying to chair the Council, whose (mission is to unify the
anti-Castro olameats naide and suteide of Cuba, [£ the team ian't con-
sidored effoctive, then chango the pitcher, But 1 believe the Council must
eatablish itself on Cuban guil, and soon. Tiwne is against us.""Tha unta
del Fete sgreeinant will backfire ayninat the U, 3. if Castro 8 allowed
to remeain in Cuba. ia a year, alter the politicos of tho countries ro-
colving U, 3, aid have gotten their hands on U. 5. zold, they will say,
*Thiarks te Castro, we got this,' Apd they will spend it as in the past
with 0o benefita to the pocin) and economic welfare of the paople. "

7. Views about the Judses and Lawysras

1 gqueried Dr. MIRC ao to his viewe relative to the judges and
lawyers and their future gtatus. He gaid he homed that they could all
reunite and that they could be given assiztance 33 in the post. e de-
elared that Dr, ALABAU was not qualifled to be a justice nnd that he wao

dolng rnothing but making politice and trying to discredit the Council

and MIRC and VARCONA. Dr. MIRC deciared that hs, 2s Prime Ministor
in the early daye of the Cagiro goeverumont, bad named : LABAU to the
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Supreme Court, but that now he considered ~LABAUY unfit to hold any
Judicial position,

8. Mambers of the Re#olutlonaqr Council

Dr. MIRO remsarkad that he had a8 meeting of the Council on

10 Cctober. [ asked what elements now composed it and what he pro-
posed to add. He named the following as presently in the Consejo:

Rencete

30 do Noviembre

MRR

Accion Democratica

20 de Mayo ’

AAA Independiento

MDC :

Montecristi

He said ho had invited to foim:

MRP
Unidad Ravolucionaria

and awaited thaiz roply.

He wonld also like to have the VWorkers, Studenta, and the

Professionals (Doctors, Lawyers, otc.) come into the Council, He be.
lieves Batistianos and Comunistas and elementa uawilling to cooperate
should ba excluded, but that all other groupa should ba dbrought together

undor ths Council,

He contends that all anti~Castro activities, except clandestine
and milltary, should be coordinated by members of the Council, but that
the oxceptod activities should be known only to him (MIRO),

9, Probable Arganiine Rupturs of Relations with Cuba

Dr. MIRO declared taat he belleved imminent the Argentine
rupturc of relations with Cuba. Ho sald the Argentine Ambasgsador to
Cuba {Jullo AMGEDU) was ordered to return to Havana (he had beon
vacationing in the U. S, aftar FRONDIZI's visit); that VILLANUEVA, 3
Secretary of the Argentine Embassy in Cuba was coming to see MIRO
today; and further that he (MIRO) had received a phone call last night
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{rom a Spaniard {Nicanor FERNANDEZ) in Buenoa Aires, urging MIRO

- to go to Buenos Alrea to arouse antl-Castro seatiment of the poople,

ifnagmuch as someé Argentine action against Cuba appeared fmminont.
(FERNANDEZ safd he had alroady written MIRC a letter.) MIRO ocays,
"Of course, 1 cannot go. Ihave the Consejo meeting on the 10th,
Furthennora. 1am going to Now York on October 11th or 12th for the
SIP (Sociedod Interamoricana de Prensa) meetlng and have been allotted

.12 minutes to addréss the mooung.

10. MIRO to attend Homage to LACERDA {Braszilian who
Precipitated QUADNHOS! vegivnation) on Cetoher 15

Dr. MIRO said ho planned to remalin in New York City (alter
11 and 12 Cctober SIP meeting) until October }5th to attend the homage
for LACERDA, the Governor of Guanabare province in Branil, MIRO
probably will stay at the Park Chambors Hotel, but will advise Clark

of hia locatica.

I commented that 1 would probably ramaia {n Washington noxt
weak {n view of his plans, bwt that I might go to New York City to meet
with him; if so, I would get in touch with him and arrange a moeting

timo and place through Clark.

11. Propaganda Commiasion

I asked Dr, MIROQO about his {doas on the futurs organization
and atructura of the Propaganda Commission. Hoe stated that it {e out-
side the Consejo and not undar his direct control, although the Council
accountant has been passing funds to it. He said CAR RILLC had rosigned
28 head of Propagandza and that he would like CONTE AGUERQ to handle
ft. He claimed that MESTRE had not done anything with propaganda,

12. MIRO's Views Relative to Supreme Court Justice or PRIO
beiny Recognized ag flead of a Provisiona) Government

1 asked Dy, MIRO if he believed that thers wers many anti-
Castro Cubaas {boik in and out of Cuba) who {avored PRIC, or the head
of the Suprome Court to be the provisicanal president {f a government were
to bo established on Cuban soil. Dr. MIRO declared that the revolution
i8 a fact, and that practically nobody . wants to go back to any former

roegime, The people in Cuba would rosist any such possibility, He do-



14-00000

e .
k(‘:".n\-ji.ni

nounced PRIO's activities againot tho Council and ita efforts to unify
the ant{-Castro elemants. He sald that the people should be given an
opportunity to elect their chiof of state after Castro's ovorthrow and

reoatablishunent of srder ia the island:

13, Cifices of Council (Consejo Revoluc!onarlo)‘.

When questioned about his business and private telephones,
MIRO sajd, "Ths business phone {6 also In my house. [ have no office
exceopt in my house, but that phona is always busy {JEfforson 2-4680).
S0 use the othor phone (JELfarson 4-2751) whon you wish to call me. "

"I nead to have a amall office somoewhere away from my home
bacause all the activities thure are driving-my wife évasy. ! want to
find something modest so that no accusation can de made of ostentation -
morely a room for myself, one for my socretary, and ona for meetings,
of the Council, ete. The FRD had a place but at that piace also waa the
press, the refuges centar, stc, It wonld not be satiafactory. The FRD
i now practically dead., It was the forerunnor of the Consejo as the

unifying agency of the anti-Castro resistance.™

14. MIRO's Views on Coordinating the Activities of Cther Exile
Groupa .

Aftor Dr, MIRO reftorated hia view thai ho should be the
channel for funds and coerdinating the activities of groups cutsids the
Consejo such as the Students, FORD (Labor), etc., ! said that 1 under-
atood that sonw of thase slements were unwilling to function undor the
Connejo; and that in view of that gituation, did he considor that an
Activity Committes might be ozganised with a delezate fram each of
these groups and under the chairmanship of a member of the Cansajo,
This would serve to coordinato their activities,  give thera a tie-in with
the Consejo, yot not make them subsarvient to it. Dr. MIRO rveplied
that this would merely set up ancther Consejo cutside of and parallel to
tha oxisting Consejo. 1 did not pursue this {urther, not having enough
background of these organizations to be able to discass tho matter

effectively.

13. Telophone Conversation with MIRO on 7 Cetober

q
Before my departure {rom Miami for Washington on 7 Cctober,
I telephoned to Dr. MIRO from the airport. Ho appreciatéd the call and
asked if [ had seen in the morning paper tho action takea yosterday by



14-00000

A
o«
v

a4

¢ o e et e

Je

ear o
¢ L\ x;:;i
: oo
the ALABAU Lawyors' group in proclaiming Jullo CARCERAN (one
of the chiof justicos in oxile) as ""Presidont of Cuba at Var," He ax-
prossed his indignation at this unilateral "political' move by ALABAU
and his adhoreats among the oxiled lawyors and judges. Ho added his
best wishes to o3 and reminded me that ho would probably go to New
York on October 11tk or 12th for the SIP (Sociodad Interamericana de
Prensa) meeting, [ replied that I would appreciate i ho would contact
Clark after his arrival to give his location in New York City, and that
Clark might have a roquest fram me for an appointment with him, i
this soemed dagirable. I suggested that in future phono conversationa
1 would be known as JUANITO., He agroed with pleasuro that this would
be a good procedure. 1 wished him Godspead and he replied likewise

to me,

16, Commaent

During thsse first two meatings 1 endeavorad to astabdlish
myself favorably with Dr, MIRO and therefsre refrained from bringing
up dotafla of budget or oppoaition to any of his specific proposals,

1 listened, ackod various questions, and ho talked at length.

In future meetings, after ! have gained further background and
havo more policy guidance, I shall ke able to diacuss with him specific
issues and endeavor to reach agreemanta or compromiscs, as may be

required,





