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fBureau Soiirce Six ((Communications Intelligence,
Secret") has revealed that Spanish Ambassador to U,S; Merry del Val on

9/23/64 reported to his Foreéign Ministry that he had visited General
Marshall Carter, Deputy Director of Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),

CIA

has provided us a memorandum showing that on 9/22/64 the Ambassaddr met
with General Carter who referred to assurances given by Secretary of State

2y up

Dean Rusk that the U, S. s not jnvolved in the sink:mg of céptioned
vessel., N Dol s e ™ TR S
: C‘g (Source SiX)revealed that the Ambassador had a conference w1th %
State Department officials, including Mr, John Crimm:.ns, who is the ; ) & ‘
Coordinator of Cuban Affairs, on C1/’20/64 Following the conference the %

Ambagsador advised the Spanish Forelgn Ministry that he was told by a i«
State Department official that the1nvest1gat10n of the sinking of captgoned
Spanish vessel was be:mg carried out principally by the FBI in Miami and =~
Puerto Rico and that in this connection the State Department official had 5'
an interview with Director of the FBI, In this connection, it may be !
noted that Bureau representatives met with Crimmins in his office at —~ E}
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State Department regarding this matter on the morning of 9/20/64 (memo-
randum dated 9/20/64 submitted) and the Ambassador was probably told that

tate Department official had met with one of the Director®s repre‘senta— @

- tives and not the Director himself, We have no information indicating ~

f the Dlrector has met wit tate Department off1c1a1 regard:.ng this matt

Our memoranda in captioned matter dated 9/20 and 22/64 show th
at request of Assistant Attorney General Yeagley we are investigating .
activities of an anti-Castro organization known as Secret Organization of .
Continental Action (OSAC) ., This investigation was started last st July, )
Following the sinking of captioned'vessel ot 9/13/64“”%H€IDSAC,claimed it
Wwas responbible for the sinklng ‘ang, this; we_ “have been inVest1gatapg
thig ineident gincethat time " ”Crlmmlns on 9/20/64"3&%ised us the - -
Spanish Government was most Upset over the attack on its vessel and that
the U.S, Government agreed to cooperate in an investlgation the Spaniards

U
are conduct1ng,~ He asked if Bureau would object to his.making available ,
{ ;

,Hour investigativ esults t an cials and we' told him that We
giln’cerposed no, ob;ection to Q %2 gnt’ 2 doing g )
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Re: ATTACK ON SPANISH VESSEL "SIERRA
ARANZAZU," 9/13/64
2-1877

We were subsequently advised by CIA on a very highly confidential
gﬁbasis (as set out in our 9/22/64 memorandum) that that Agency possessed
{i information which very definitely indicated that an exile group which is
.~recerv1gg,ﬂesw~backigg, known as Movimiento de Recuperacion Revolucionaria
{ (MRR), was responsible for this attack, An error was made in that the
' ipersons carrying out the attack thought they were firing upon a Cuban
vessel, Three Spaniards aboard the Spanish ship were killed as result of
the attack. CIA deals with MRR based upon policy established by a Special
Group, including representatives from CIA, State Department, Defense,
and the White House, Former Attorney General Kennedy also served as a :
member of the group, CIA claimed it did not direct any of the*MRR opera-
‘ tions and the planned attack which resulted in sinking of the Spanish
it vessel was solely an operation enginecered by MRR, Details regarding CIA'
ysupport of this group, of course, are unknown to Spanish authorities,

although State Department is ful*y aware of complete details regarding this
élncideg§~é§2 é{)
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and special basis and should be completec within zbout one week®s time
| barring unforseen developments, Results are being made available as
| { received to Crimmins at State Department as well as to Internal Security
; Division of Department., In the latter conmnection, it should be noted if .
apersons involved in the sinking of captioned vessel undertook any acts
1in U,S, in support thereof, they mlght be in violation of the neutrality
i statutes or the conspiracy provisions relating to neutrality violations,

*We will request an oplnion from Internal Security Division in this regard
~when our investigation is completed,

- Our investigation in this matter is being pursued on an expedite
|
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I acTION:

For the Director's information in the event ‘he receives a
”equest from Spanish Ambassador Merry del Val for an appointment, The

%proper for him to see and talk to the Spanish Ambassador because the
ﬁsubJect matter falls in the province of the State Department, u)
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Director may wish to consider taking the position that it would not be‘efie



