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GRIGGS, Kenneth C. 2L, Jenuary 1968

PFC, 1A 19 772 ?7‘8‘ (C) 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER

DPOB: 25 December 1946, Korea 8008~9182 S5iNs 519-L6- 94
Teiroaf OF FINDINGS

On 23 January 1966, Mr, Cecil L, Griggs, retired dairyman, residing
at 2615 North 30th Street, Boise, Idasho, was interviewed at his home concerning
letters received in reference to his adopted son, Kenneth C, GRLGGS, and
stated substantially as follows:
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- Source stated that he had received two letters concerning SULJECT
from a Philip LaChapelle Jr, 1724 North Linder, Chicago, Illinois, who claimed
to have been the Security and Intelligence clerk with the 191st Crdinance
Bat’oallon9 Vietnam, but was presently out of the US Army, LaChapelle, in his
first letter dated 8 November 1967, indicated to Source that being SUBJLCT's
closest friend in Vietnam, he felt that he should wrlte to Source giving some
history and facts concerning the period prior to SUBJECT's defection. LaChapell:
iniicated sympathy and concern over SUBJ:uCT!'s defection. ILaChapelle stated that E?
he believed the Army had. suppressed infomation to cover up mistakes. LaChapell«
told Source about SUBJEQT being beaten and shunncd by HIS companions curing HIS
assignment with the l9lst Ordinance Battalion anc that he was SUBJECI's only
friend. LaChapelle stated that he had dlSO written to SUBJECT, but had received
no answer, Copy of letter written by LaChapelle dated 8 November 1967 is
attached as EXHIEIT T o On 16 Noxemoer 19679 Source answered the letter of
8 ovember 1967 thanking LaChapelle for the communication, Source incicated
that he had very little knowledge of SUBJECT's philosophy or plans and reocuested
further information from LaChapelle since he was apparently more knowledgeable - !
concerning these aspects, Source asked four specific ouestions of Lalhapelle.
First asking about SUBJECI's view of the world, as known by LaChapelle. Secondly
asking LaChapelle's view on why SUBJECT felt that HIS conscience dictated decision
was a solution to any problems that HE envisioned. Thirdly was SUBJALCT encouraged
by a third party to defect and the last cuestion was whether SUBJLCT's defection was
motivated by resentment about HIS treatment by other Army personnel., Source
indicated that LaChapelle's tone in his letter indiceted a certain feeling of
bitterness about the way the incident was handled by the US Amy. Source recuested
a reply because the informetion would be of interest to Source. Copy of letter
by Source dated 16 November 1967 is attached as EXHIBIT I , ZLaChapelle -
again wrote to Source on 20 November 1967, indicating interest in the letter
written by Source on 16 November 1967, LaChapelle stated that he was bitter
because the Army took no remedial action concerning the mental state of SURJECT,
and indicated to Source that SUBJECT had a medical history of emotional
disturbance, LaChapelle stated that he had been the Security and Intelligence
Clerk, 191st Ordinance Battalion, Vietnam, and SUBJECT's personnel records
had passed over his desk after the defection, LaChapelle indicated thatv the
records had been classified to conceal any embarrassing incidents. ILaChapelle
commented on the National Security in relerence to the classification of SUBJECT's
records, LaChapelle indicated that SUBJLCT's view of the world was that HE
was simply bitter and thought it was going in the wrong direction, LaChapelle
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stated that SUBJECT favored an absolute state of control as long as HE was one

of the ruling class. Lalhapelle stated that SURJECT's defection was the truest
decision HE could make thus making the only sclution HIS conscience dictateds
LaChapelle stated that SURBJECT was not encouraged by a third party to defect except
maybe the world around HIM, LaChapelle stated that only three people other than
himself who were in any way friendly were Chaplain Camp, presently in Germany,

Hal Nelson, and John Klink, fThey would not enccourage a defection. SUBJECTwuld
not let HIMSELF be influenced by others, LaChapelle went on saying that SUBJECT's
defection was motivated by HIS resentment of HIS treatment by other personnel,
indicating that HE had been beaten and reouired stitches in HIS head on one

occasion and that HE was considered different by HIS section leaders, SUBJECT ’4’2%%
had mentioned defection to LaChapelle, tut LaChapelle had talked HIM out of %0 G)
it. At that point in their relationship, the friendship between LaChapelle and =D
SUBJECT seemed to decline., LaChapelle blames the Army and society for forcing 3 -
SUBJECT to defect. LaChapelle recuested any information or photographs of -
SUBJECT because LaChapelle intends to be a writer and wants to write about g;;. Z
SUEJECT and HIS problems. A copy of letter dsted 20 Jovember 1967, written by @ =9
LaChapelle is attached as EXHIBIT T[T . on 2k Hovember 1967, Source answered 89‘&5
the letter of 20 November 1967, stating that at first he was apprehensive and i %
wondered how much LaChapelle was involved with SUBJECT, Source commented that hef Q- =
could offer very little concerning SUBJUCT for LaChapelle to use in his writinze ,8"6 o
Source stated that SUBRJECT's mental provlems started before HIS entry into the 50

US Army and that LaChapelle should take a more kindly view of the people who

conpise society. Source gave Lalhapelle a short history of 3ZUBJECT from the

time HE came to the Uinited States in 1956 to the time HE was placed in the

Childrens Home, Boise. During this peiloq, SUEJECT would not stay with any one

thing for very long, such as scoubs, sports, and phys.cal activities. HE

became angry very easily. SURBJECT was intelligent in school., TFrom thc tinme

HE was placed in the Childrens Home unltil HE entered the US Army, SUDJuyT

had a history of running away and was never satbtilsfied being in the same place for

very long. SUBJECT finished high school and entered the military service,

Source steted his desire to agein hear from LaChapelle. A copy of letter dated

2, November 1967, written by Source is attached as EXHIBIT 177
Source stated that he had nolt received any other correspondence

concerning SUBJECT. Neither Source nor his family have heard from SUBJECT or

any official of the Cuban Embassy in Japan., Source further stated that he ham -

no information concerning SUBJECT's present whereabouls or HIS future plans,

Source stated that he would advise this office in the event he received other

letlers or information pertaining to SUBJECT,

AGENT'S NOTES: Source was very cooperative., He had original letters
written by LaChapelle and carbon copies of his replies, which Source allowed this
office to copy 960
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