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e Threal So the Republic

It can be said—but it would be unwise
to dwell on it-that the Church and
Pike committee reports represent the

first tima2 i history any countsy's
tegislature  has. ever investigated, ex-
pored, and shamed s inteilig o nee

agencies and their “divty richs.” Long
before electronics, as far back us the
Rome of the Cacsars, a spy-haunivd
society feared, 25 Tacitus ells us, that
someliow walls might have eurs.’ Dut a
degenerate Senate, thouch constitution-
ally ond nominzlly su!) all-powe:ful,
facked the will to do anything akout
it. o

Unfortunately there :s little prospect
that qur Senate, and our Congress, will
Leliave any better. Between the :ime
this is being written and the tirre it
will he read, the Senate is expected to
vote' on a first tigid effort at sform,
4n  intelligence oversight commiltee.
But its prospects are dim, and some of
its provisians dubious, '

".I;ue Republican White Housc 4nd
the Democratic Old Guard in the

Senate are in a bipartisan alliwnce
against any real reforin. A similur
codlition in the fousc~Ted by (he

Repubfican McCloty of {llinnis and the
Desnucrat  Siratfon of New Yoark -js
blocking bills to ievivy; and clear the
way ar publication ot the suppris.ed
Pike report, The secrol spencies sre
smiuyly confident that they have not
only weathered the storm but en-
trenctied theinselves,

Fheir strength has dJeep roots. The
wreat masters of propery in onr <ovi-
sty a2 unwilling 16 give up “Jirly
tiicks” in defense of their invesfincnts
and prvileges at hoe wnd abroad For
thew, the end justifies the meunt just
ay sitrely” as for theh adversaivs in
Moscow and Pehing. Radicals, oppn-
aents of the existing ardzr, ceilics who
i tan fae, are fait goae, gutside the
law, «n hoth =ides, B i b an
aceident that ~as the Chureh cymait-
tee founl--the FRE has twice ai nuny
mforeiery fn radical o1 hhers] geg aira.
Lons as in organiced e,

VoeNevar was Mo nese diviosted
A errorsinet v Metinge, Gopg g
tions, the wur o frive ! i slichour

werns alke shupred: eves e mte
e Liele s the very peos amd walls
WOrL Cyv with suspioign T e oly

e Taeitie, & 60 Ndern Library ol
1),
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The mam job of a political seeret
pulice in any socicty is to keep in
poner those who have it. When the
Wesnaa Senate, alter ane particululy
terrible scandal, tred to put seme Bimit
oo informers, the Emperor Tiberius
interposed his swlo, saying. “Betier to
subvert the corstrdution then to re-
move its guardians,”? Though ao one
today speahs <o frankly, that o ~old

the it of those who cane otz
themelves  abtngether to - (ot

“Jirty pvks,”

’I:u understand the intelligenve aiits-
w3, one prnd Jouk at the Tamly tree
of the CIA. Ihe CIA 15 only the
institutionalization, thouzh on a wast
and unprecedented scate, of what we
have done fur more than a century and
a tf in Batin Aanerica and an eurlier
China under the rubric of defending
“Amnerican tives and propeny.”

Thea we wwed  State Department
agents and the US Marines. The Ma-
tines were hill collectors for National

City Gank aud vaforcers for the ba- |

nana, uil, aad sugar companics. What
the CIA has Jone in ladochina, Tran,
and Uhile is no iiferent in kind from
the ¢rass way Madnes turned patrists
into bandits sud puppets into presi-
dents In Centrat America and the
Caribbean. §t i3 only the means that
have grown to keep pace with the
expansion of the American empire and
new forms of exploitation like the
multinationals.? ’ .

" You cannot run an empire withou't

secrecy. And you have to be ready to
deal with turbulent natives abroad and

dissenting cifizens at home. The FBI is | 38¢/
: which the commillce wanted 1o ex-

well equipped to aid the CIA in that
task. itsg Tamily tree, its dominant
prejudice against Jiberals and the lef1,

its coziness with the right, go back to |
*other agencics of the excoutive branch

_the instinctive hostility of propertied
interests 10 whatever clements in our
sockty seemed lo threaten property.

Mienerl Smedtey Butler, one of the
Fest and Dravest men the Manne Corps
Wb produced, got into trouble for
wiling the teuth about the impeniutist
purposes he had served from Cuba to
the Phitippines, See Lowell Thonrus’s
biography  of him, OW Ginlt Epe
CI33) and Buller’s recentiy  repub-
tished Har Iy o Recker {1935} i Theee
eneraly on Wer, Garland Publishing,

D

fw abolitionists,
trade un.on ofganizess, socialists, anar-
chists, radicals of any kind, and inJzed
all "de-gooders,” a {avorite term Of
contempt with J. Edgar Hoover. The
bomb squads, Red squads, anarclust

This is how they

e als RO Sppemed trom o T
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HXNH SEEY s Rruggie Petacen
Aoty
[ ASUNE S YN ‘hete ™ e,
the sevret pobice stomd,
Yheir tme role
property Qs only huphat, of conme,
in these crrefully rnmicees? Chuely
s nte Nor do ety muhe ol
than parbat Dreweieoan ihe seliedy
wiich shirouds the wmnvics, We must
auniee, #fter all we bove learne=d, that
the vommittee stalt itseir wit pepetont-
ed by the apenvies $The reports them-
selves—as interpsl evidence il reveat
to a vareful reedivg-wen the product
of 3 conlinuovs wrangle among the
rstaff, the committes  snd e agzncics,
The geencies contndled what wenl out
of their fdes and what went into the
reponts, The effort ta ceasur &s much
as possible and he effort 1o tell s

v e jarassatiey of

much us possibic have Jett their marks.

The fisal product must be read with
extreme care. Fvery foanulation, al-
most every word, jnust be cvaluated
not only for what i does say but for
what it dous not say. The latter ic
somelimes the morc sevealing.

The committee had puwer of sud-
poena, o paper, bt there are indica-
tions throughon! the report that the
agencies withheld much in many aress

plore. "The Central Intc'ligence Agen-
¢y,” the committer says in the intio-
duction to Velume 1 {p. 7), “and

have limited the Cowmittec's access to
the full record. ... In some highly
important areas. .. the Committee has
been refused access tu fles or docy-
ments.™
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1 assessing  the feasibility of con-
ssiopal  oversight, one must not
g¢t this initial and successful defi-
vce of the power given Congress by
fie Constitution to oversee and cor trol

-very department of government. This
wiuted note indicates that the Church
cemmittee knuckled under. The precé-
dent bodes il for congressional ever-
sight. M this was' the best the Church
commiltec could do, after ihe multi-
tudinous revelations of Watereate, what
can one ¢xpect of a4 pernanent com-
mittee when press and publiv onnion
+re onve again somnolens?

this withbolding oV whatever the

reacies did not wish 10 disclose was
« oly the beginning of the struggle At

* oulset of ifs inguiry the committee
its neck into a noose by agrexing

g neeting with. President Hard™

it would not disclose any «lassi-
nformation given it without con-

- wing the agencies and  “carefully
asider{ing} the Execulive’s scasons

i naintaining secrevy.” The conmmit-

© 3ays that it retained final devcision.
P it was inhibited because fttempts

; g0 against agency wishes would rink
+ White House blast and a refusal of
cooperation. So ‘virtually all diificulk
ties were resolved” wnd “1he only
significant exception™ was the release
of the Assassination Repont tast No-
vember e¢ven though the enccutive
~ianch thought thiys “would herm ns3-
inal security.'” Since even Ford had
; go on record against amastinitioa,

least of other nations® kkadcr and st

t in peacelime, the White House

i the agencies had to swallow de-

} on that one,

Sut down to and well pawt the

-ginal dexdline for the report, it is
:ar that the commiltee had 1o sulfer

astant revision and censanship. The

mmittee notes that three chapien,

- “Cover,” “Espionage,” and “Budp

iy Quenight,” were omitted alto-

her on the Insiatence of the ages-

s, along with twa sections of the
-spter ot "Covert Action of e
IA" and one section of (he chupler
Department  of State,” Elsewhere
“particular passsges™ rewrittes on the
insistence of the intelligence agemcies
were denoted by “italics™ and 3 Toot-
note explaining them.

An example is Chapler X on CIA
afluence in academic institutions, the
wwdia, and religious wiganizat:ons
wre are several italicized references

“univensity officials and professors™

o *provide leads and make introduc-

tions for intclligence purposes.” One
suspects that originally the phrasing
plainty said they helped the CIA
recruit on campuy. The report 2§
published did not speculate on the fact
that the relation between wniversity
officials and professors on the one
hand afd students on the other is
hardly one of equality, and the door is
thus opened to favoritism or discrimi-
nation, depending on the studenti’s
reaction to the indecent proposal.

'F:e most drametic evidence of last-
minute struggle is the blank white and

the notation “[deleted]”™ whickh cover *

all dut a few lines on page 332 of
Book . This was the concluding
portion of that section on the lotal
size of the apgregale intelligence budg-
et for fiscal year 1976, which begins at
page 330 with the sentence, “The
Commitlee’s analysis indicated that
{deleted] billion canstituted the direct
costs 1o the United Srates for its
national intelligence program for FY
1976." A footnote said it was “deleted

pending further Committee considera-
tion,” and the very moming the repon
was given (o the press the commitlee
voted to let the full Senate decide on
whetlier to disclose the full figure.

The nansense that publication of
that figure would somehow reveal
mcicts (0 the enemy prevailed in

" commitice and will probably prevail on

the Senate fonr, al:hough farmer CIA
_director James Schlesinger testified
“that our chemies afready know
“in the firsy place snd it's broadly
published.” Elsewhere (p. 470) the ro-
port s3ys that direct and indirect intei-
ligence costs ara roughly 3 parcent of
;the tolal budgel, The lolal is now over
[ $400 biltion. That would bring the total
costs, direct and indirect, socrel and
budgeted, of el intelligeace to about
twelve bijlion dollars Bul committee
sources, in this deplorable and labyrin-

' thine comedy, say that this figure is toe

high and that their own way of report-
ipg was misesding. So now we must
wiit for the promised Sonate vole on
whether o disclose the real figure or
Jeave it hiddea. That vote will b 3 neu-
rslgic point in American constitutional
history. .

The baltle over the figure still to be

fought on (he Senste Roor involves'

the most lundameatal constitutional
considerstions. Congress has two weap-
ons in dealing with the intelligence
agencies. One is the power of disclo-

sure. The other is the power of the
purse. A vote to bfank out the totat
will bc a vole 1o surtender both

wers 1o the .agencies. The fight
against absolutism, the fight for pardia-
mentary supremacy, began with the
power of the purse. in the'eyes of the
Framers nothing was more important
in, the Constitution than Article |,
Section 9, Clause 7, which embodies
that pawer. It says “no Money shall be
drawn from the Treasury™ éxcept in
pursuarce of appropriations made by
faw and that “a regular Statement and
Account of the Receipts and Expendi-
tures of all public Money shall be
published from time to time.” The

. CIA, uslike the FB1, has from its begin-

ning completely evaded that clause. will
the Serate tike the final step in consti-
tutional emasculation Ly voling to keep
sscret zven the aggregate total of the

_cost of all intelligence agencics?

t

I

Tne banefu! influence does not end
with the suppression of facls and
figures. The reports read as il written
not only with the agencies peering over

' thie shoulders of the writers but sctual-

ty participating in the phrasing. There
sre some passages which sound as if
they wer: wrilten or rewritlea at
Langicy of in the FBI headquarlers.

" There is throughout & fendeacy (o

opaque, soffe  wvoce, bureaucratic

" phraseology of a kind at which the

White House and the State Department
heve always been adept. The prose
style—to single out one of the recent

" masters in this genre-is sometimes

Jownright Nixonian. There are many
instances of what couhl legitimately be
calied bran-washing-the bland, sdmoit
sublirinal assertion as eternsl werities
of dubious propositions, propositions
the Dwvedigators were supposed fo
chalierige and  test, not to accept
witheal ¢xeminslion as major prem-
fscs. A prime example is the statement
at the wry beginning of the ClA
repart that “a national intelligeace
system i1 & permanent and Recessary

. part of ous gowerament, The system’s

valuc 10 the country has been proven.”

Humanity will never get rid of the
intelligence mizsma uatid that over-
blowr nonsense is challenged. The
greatest intelligence networks of ouwr
time fured {0 prewent the most disas-
trous surprise  attacks their rcgimes
suffered. Pcarl Harbor, the Nazi sttack
an the Sovier Union, the place and

timzog of the D-day invasion of Kitler™s
Fortmns Eure,~ were historic disasters.
The Amercan, 'he Sovict, and the

voRLLRiisd



cchont prseed oo 0 et e
ander the Coars znd the Bardd g
nf .\J;)U'.\'ul! Yet Ef""'l suftured Hip e
whonted Jows thronds effectios oiptise
in those three tromendous alfew & Ui
put o the Nazi aronzs goost al f0oc pate.
of Mascow  befocp e b= dbense
crintd be orpenried e i} Cegpe
pled our nasal and sy foree, o My
Paciiie fror flawalr to the !‘n..f‘.,‘; T
the third was the beganing of o sl
far Hutderisin, ALl thoee 3o e Lol
exphit and correct wainiass, bt o all
Hiree cuses the wWoin. were i wsed
m the  shewr e wing
reports and by the ralure of the venter
to xssess wll this ‘afarmtion corp=ozly.
“Intelligence" v pot Alie cane oas
intelligence,

Intelligence networks have ruinly
been proven effective in intimidating
their own peoples. Bid o rogime Tias
yet been saved from dssstoons crtor
by ‘“ntelligence.” The Amencan Re-
public got along quite well internally
without 3 Feder] Bureauw of [nvestiga
tion untd 1908 and without a “dirty
tricks’ agency abrosd until 1947,
Since then, as the Church report says,
the US “has devoled cnormous te-
sources’” to its inteliigence network,
But never has the United Ststes bezn
mote poorly advised and sulfersd mure
shameful pratfalls than in that. perinid
The postwar successes of Western capi
talism have been due fo the vilality of
enferprise, the superor advantages af
an open society, and the moral bunk-
fuptcy of the Soviet regime. And that
fast was morc than anything else the
product of Russia’s reliance on sacrecy
and the secret police. The dead-end
cwurse of Stulinism is the saine vourse
on which we are teing impelled in the
name of “nationat security.”’

If the US is hated by thie best youth
in tran, in Seuth Kores, ia Chile, in
the Dominican Republic, wherever th.e
writ of our secret igencies and ils
puppet tegimes has run, the Soviet
Union is hated in Kicv, in Warsaw, in
Prugue, and in Bucharest for the very
same reasons. The agencies on both
sides have succeeded to Lhe extent that
brutality and repression ¢an succeed,
but the price will be paid in future
explosions un both sides,

.

wvalumse  of

.

Doosectet apenctes {07 0 the (ask
Df really mlelheent asses oot ol hu-
man capation and oot Coeees for
atiract

reveral teaons One s that by

a lirge properiecd of serewh UL onek
pots, parmvids A secnnd i, that the
nature oF the potession mioies parin-
noia ity oecuy atenal diseg o The thend
35 eat robing laswes and buseaucracies

generally poefer the pararaid explans-
tegs B Lioedle, o protest acainst the
Vietrsartec v, it radicel eu.tstion for
izl gunivoe, of raciol qismg aganst
discrnninuion are funt the product of
Satame “subversives”  plotting urresr,
ther there b5 no necad to amepd
pohoies, o give up reling Aduss pny

Teges. Al one need do is purgy ard -
prison the “conspitators U T he spics
Bhind  ther  masters camiurtably 1o
realiiies. i wasn't for ack «of spies that
the Crars Tell.

The CiA could foinent the mob tha
Wllad Mowsadeq in Fran, I ocouldt Lelp
to Uring cbout the killing ol Lumambs
in the Conzo and Allende in Chife, but
there 18 no  evidence that i cun
suvcessfully Canute the hdes of change
m our time. Lach side in ihe cold war
struggle now beginning again has prof-
ited by the cxcesses and inhumanities
of the other. Read Sakharoy's preat
mernoranda and 23k yourself whether
the stultification and aigidification that
secrecy has imposed on Soviet science,
industry, and sociely rccommend g
similar experiment on wur side,

Inteiligence agencies thrive by telling
the boss he's doing fine. When Teports
signal the truth, they are more thun
often ignored. There were, we now
krow, intelligence reports which ques-
tioned the dominant delusions about
the Vielnam war, which warned that the
Bay of Pigs invasion would not trigger
3 populsr uprising in Cuba, and which
avised (wo years before Allende’s
clection that the days of onr copper
monopoly in Chile were numbered no
matter who won the coming election.
But they were ignored and men wha
ventured such reports risked the query,
“Who Jel that pinko in?"

You cannot—as even such great liber-
al papers as The New York Times and

The Wahvestan Pat 1y i
vitonals on th: CiA o
the aircle. Yoo connnt voghs Loy,
ness lawful, You cannot bopy ©
ticks” withim a constittiond sye o

in this Licenizanial yeur we ars [e 2t

ting the Lasic lessons of the Mevol tioa
and the basiv advaniages aned virtues of
an open saliety it cannct be o
without 41k, but the ks of frec
diseussion ower and over agen have
proven supedor o the risk, o7 rep2se
sion Some intellizenwe activity iy ines-
cspable for militacy ¢nd law enforce.
ment  purpows, but how much? The
evidence sugacsts thut we are drawning
in intelligence, thut we need not noe
but less “ecallection,” not more :pying
Lul more anaysis and thouwght. And
thonght  reyuites debate, And you
cannot have debate so lonz as ideas
and expressons are watched and “'col-
tected.” There 15 nO 100OM in >n Open
society for a thought police, and that
is what the FBI and the CIA, with
occastonal assists from the military,
have becoms., - - . .

KHERY

’I‘he picture which emerpes from the
Chureh reponts, mutel and mnutilaied
#s they ame, must be made explcit.
Tie CIA has become a kuge conplom-
erate, with it secrel featicles in
elraost every section of American l:fe,
prostituting the universitics, books, tie
press, and acligivus institutions; it ruas
a petwork of businesses at home and
abrozd, saane wholly Tictitious, some
reat enough te be insurance com-
‘panirs and aviation lnes. The magni- -
tude iy veied but at one point e
repait says that these ostensibly pd-
vite businesses gross $1.6 billien 2
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- authorization™ for the very abuses the

yuar aml iencrate profns substantial
enongh o teplenish a4 Cla “Contin-
geny Fumd” (oen which st <an fi-
nance sevret activities wholly outside
the arbit of any supcrvision wr audijt,
cven froin winin the Executive.

The whole Angoly business was (i-
nanced in this way. The CIA has
hecome a big business, a conglamerate,
operating behind various “Jepitimate”
froats as a € nspiraty agiinst .ociety,
with its “hii mea® 2nd “enforcers’ on
the Mafia model, It can provide—and .
has provided~presidents with  the
means 1o operate outside the constitu-
tional systen, evep to the pownt of
waging secret war. Here lies the lesson
of Watergate, already haf forgoiten,

It has been said over and over again
that the bribery, the corniption of
clections, the assussinations, and the
other “dirty tricks™ the ClA has been
practicing abroad must inevitably :
spread to the domestic {ront. But few
of us fully realized until the Church
report on the FBF the extent 10 which
J. Edgar Hoover had been practicing ,
“dirty Wicks' at home. The most
sthameful, of course, was the long
harassment of Mardn Luther King and
the civd rights movement. It is depress-
ing that despite all we now know '
Attormney Generat Levi has sejected
recommendations from within the Jus-,
tice Department for an independent
citizens' investigation of King’s snsassi
nation and insists on tuming it back |
for another self-inquiry by the FBI.
This is the only ficld of law enlarce-
ment in which it is Ieft to the suspect
to investigate himsell.

And it is alarming that even the
Church  committee recommendations
would stitl allow the FBi 1o engags in
“preventive intelligence,” the catch
word which has allowed the wont |

abuses and invasions of priwey aad .|

basic rights in the past. We applaud ' ’
Senator Philip A. Hast for polnting out
in 2 sepanate opinion appeeded to the
Church report on the FBLI that the
recommendstions In this respect would
for the fint time gve “statutory

committen has exposed.

’B\e intelligence agencies have be-
come a cancer that threatens the
Republic. The asuthority of the FBI
should be restricted tc ctimes. Terror-

ism is a crime, even though politically .

motivated, and ¢an be handled like any
other crime. This and all other kinds
of crime would be bhetter handled if
the FBI did not waste 50 substantial a
portion of its resonrces on the whole
spectrum of what it calls “do-gooders,”
all of them treated prima facie as
suspect. And it should be made a
statutory offense for the FBI to prac-
tice “dirty (ncks,” to sct 45 an egency
for secretly defaming citizens it disiikes
snd disrupting their lives by just that
kind of “dsinformation” in which the
CIA has specialized abroad and can
also resort to at home.

I believe the Church ClA report does
not tell the full truth about the CIA"s
origing. “Dirty tricks” were justifiable
for the OS5S, its predecessor, in war-
time; the CIA took over the same
practices in peace. [ts conditioning, its

personnel, and & substantial part of its.

activitics st link it inducolubly to
“Qdirty tricks.” I believe the wise course
would be to outlaw “dirty fricka™ and
abolish the CIA altogeiher and let its
legitimate inleligence  funclions b
taken over by other agencies, Otherviise
Big Brother is here to stay. &





