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2 MAY 1964

MELIORANDUK FOR: Director
| Fedoral Bureau of Invemtigation

SUBJECT : LD Hartin Luther XIRG, Jr.

1. Reference is made to this Agency's out message

" number 94270 dated 25 April 1968 concerning the assassi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luthexr KING, Jr.

2. On 16 April Hoderick Claflin BROWH, a Panamaninn
national born 1 July 1917 in British Honduras, voluntarily
appeared at the Departwent of Natiopal Investigations (DIE1)
of the Republic' of Panama and signed a deposition, the
highlights of which are as follows:

(1) On 26 Octobor 1962 he served as cook/seawan
aboard the Texaco 38.5. Southhampton which docked at Mobile,
Alabama.

(2) VWhile on a shore visit to the Hobile airport
on the wmorning of 2§ October 1962 in the company of two
fellow Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Harvin P.
LITTRELL, owner of LITTHELL Motor Co., 921-25 SBouth Clinton
Street, Athens, Alabama, who after ascertaining DROVN was
a Panapanian seaman, asked if he knew :of Dr. Martin Luther
KING, Jr.

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROVN was intercstad
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. BHe
went on to describe Dr. KING as "Our greatest problem who
is causing us much trouble." He gave BROWN a business card
{0 usa in the event he was intereated in pursuing the enploy—
ment offer..

(4) On 28 Jamuary 1963 BROWN wrote LITTRELL from
New York City, stating he was interested in a job and
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requested $75 for travel from Now York City to Mobile.

- On 2 February 1963 BROWN roceived a reply from LITTRILL,
" restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama,

but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less
than $40 by bus.

(5) After discussions with 's relative and frionds

in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job

offer was rolated with assassination plans foxr Dr. KIHG.
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and V4
diamigsed the incident until the death of Dr. KING in

April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1064.

‘ 3. Z&nclosed foxr your information is a copy of the
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made

‘by BROWN, 25 well as an English translation of the depogition

as described in paragraph 2 of tho referenced out wmessago.
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. summ s Iﬁzrun Inther KINQ, Jr. ' IS EY o |

sl LI L e S TGRS oy KR oV g s
,;%‘T‘ ,& S F nafamnce 19 rade to a corrwmication from yom- Taemy

A datod 28 fumist 197 soncerning proposed tyavel to Vestorn Furops

of Martin Imther %133, Jr, loferoncs noted that Subjeoct p«-trmd
to v.\nit Fome, italy, on 18 and 19 Ssptamber 198,

D 2. ‘This Aponoy has received tha rallwim {rformation on -
: .,uo.)cot from a source who 18 considared woeliable, Dr. :!...xt:n
sres, e o lather XING ret with various loadera of the Italisn Corsuniszt o
‘.wﬂw, . Party (PCI).amd of the Italinn Soclalist Pexrty (F31) on 18

T Septerder 198 (n fow,. [ discucoed with these Italisn
noliticlons v progran of Ceronstrations asninst sogrepation dn
the Unitod States wiich oo to be arganized in [tsly doriny tho
narths Leeilotely aheade Ive EIND reportedly conferrad wilin £CI
Serators Velio SUVAND and Upo PAPTESAGHS, with PST Senatoy Faolo ' oy
- VITPRELLL, and with Teputy lncle IOZZATO of the Italles Soctadist - . 1%
Party of I'rolotorisn Unity (PSIUP),

3. Tats Agﬁw iz unable to gvnluate the suove raparte. . ., .

he 'The information in peragraph two has Leon mode avauabla .
to your fumyonnts ropresentative ia I‘om.
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FROM . // 1N m ABSTRACT
I Chief of Station, ™ A o NN MICROFILR
SUBJECT ’ T <
Surveillance on IDEN C N VA

. NCTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES .

ACTION REQUIRED: For your information

S“(\

1. IDEN A, a cleared and witting contact, prov1ded the
followxng 1nformat10n which was obtained during a surveillance
of IDEN C. The surveillance was a joint effort of IDEN A and :
local ODENVY. ODENVY is not aware that IDEN A has passed the -

information to JMWAVE, T

2, On Thursday, 19 May 1966, a surveillance was 1nst1tut=d
from Room 618 of IDEN B on ad301n1ng Room 620, which was occupied
by IDEN C and his aide IDEN D. The survelllance was initiated at
11:00 a.m. and terminated at 5:15 p.m. During the conversation
between IDENS C and D and another unknown Negro male, believed
to be IDEN E, references were made to the Florida Gubernatorial
Race; a trip to Bimini; and several miscellaneous sex experiences,

3. On 20 May 1966 a search was made of rooms 620 and 622
after IDENS C and D moved out. Forwarded under separate cover
-are copies of items found in the waste baskets and dressers;

a ‘hotel bill, and a list of telephone numbers which were called .
on 18 -~ 19 May 1966. ’

B
.

4., Of special interest among these items was-a note which
stated, IDEN F, please call Long Distance Operator IDEN G.
IDLN H accordlng to IDEN A, is an identified membexr of the
Communlst Party. Also, an envelope of IDEN B with the name
IDEN I. This persodn may”have“been_one of . the occupants of the
room who remained in the company of IDENS C and D overnight.

5. JMWAVE traces were negative on all personalities
mentioned above as well as those names appearing in the date
forwarded under separate cover. JMWAVE has carded only those T
personalities who reside in the JMWAVE area. "~
Attachment: . SEEN S .
A.IDENS A-I u/s/c R o~

B.ITEMS u/s/c
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DISPATCH UFGT - 16828
- Separate Cover Attachment A to UFGT - 16828
IDEN A Lt. Leslie J. Van Buskirk
~ Chief, Criminal Intelligence
."Dade County Public Safety (Metro)
Miami, Florida v
\ ~ IDEN B Miami International Airport. “Q)ﬂ/
IDEN C Dri\ Martin Lut Klng, J“t}?
" IDEN D @ 5 Tlon <4%(§'g, .r;r.,
IDEN E Dr. Brown - f”‘\’“"{ woelae ,
. ' . LC—\ VQ’—.—Q [d AR “' “
IDEN F ° Dr. King, Jr. e V(NeeR ey Asasls
o T Reig by & anie T
4 - IDEN G #71, Hemstead, N.Y. « *4}ﬂmhﬁ
- : Telephone # 487-5199 O
e B : Mr. Harry Wachtell and signed Lillian 341
: - IDEN H Mr. Harry Wachtell |
IDEN I Miss Maxine Thurston
Distribution:
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