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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Director of Central Intelligence

Exetulive Regltry

B 7Ty 7

FROM - .~ ¢ John-H. Haller
S . _Ianector General

Bernard Fensterwa]d Jr. Comnents in 22 October e

| SUBJECT
- : 1976 Issue of Uasn1ngton Star .

, 1. The foliowing is a response to your query to Mr. Seymour Bo]ten - -
concernvna comments made by Bernard Fensterwa]d Jr. - T

2. The comments made by subject in the marked sect1on of th at-
- tached newspaper c]1pp1ng are partially factual and partially sheer _
speculation. It is true that the Agency.has been particularly sen51t1ve :
"~ about the entire matter-because the photographs-in question. or1glnated
~from a highly sensitive intelligence operation- which was conducted in
October 1963 by the Agency and Mexican security authorities against the
Soviet and Cuban Embassies in Mexico City. However, the material was
net withheld from the Warren Commission. It should be noted that Oswald
was in no sense “under investigation" and that at no time during his
stay in Mexico City did the CIA acquire a photogreph of Oswald

_ 3. The Agency has 12 different photographs of an individual, pos-
sibly an American as yet unidentified, who was observed entering tho

. Soviet Fmbassy and later the Cuban Embassy. A cropped photograph was

intrceduced into the Warren Commission public record. The Warren Com-~

"' mission and its Staff were made fully aware in the course of their
inquiry at Headquarters and in Mexico City of the origins of the photo-
graph, and the fact that we had additional photographs of the same . -
individual taken at different times in Mexico City. At one point our
Chief of Station in Mexico City suggested that the man in the photograph

“ was Oswald. However, this proved not to be the case. It should be ,

" noted that Mr. Fensterwald “in 1971-1972 was actually shown two of the
12 photographs during a visit to the Agency, other than the one already
published in the Warren Commission report. It is a matter of more than
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ordinary interest to note that in April 1971 Mr. Fensterwald told Mr.
Lawrence Houston, the General Counsel at that time and another repre-
sentative of the Agency -in attendance at the meeting that he knew the
identity of the unidentified man in the photograph and that we w11]
be furn1shed h1s name in due course _ L s

~ 4. A1l coverage by CIA of Oswald's stay in Max1co C1ty was tech«
nical. The Station had no live source coverage either unilateral or
from Mexican liaison. Subsequently, Mexican police interrogated Sylvia ,
DURAN, a Mexican employee of the Cuban Embassy. . Her testimony gave us
full details on Oswald's trip to Mexcio City, and_was made available .
to the Warren Commission. The lack of coverage on Oswald entering the -
Cuban or Soviet Embassies resulted from mechanical malfunction. The
Agency provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the field.in .
Mexico City and in Hashington all of the information it had acquired.
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-1 - DDCI w/att.
2 - ER w/o att
1 - 0GC (Mr. Bolten) w/att.
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< Bemard: Fem*efwo!d }r:, o Wcshmg-w
ton:lawyer who represented -James | .
HcCord during Vatergats and_Sames
Earl Ray, convicted of killing Dr. Martin
Luthee Xing Ir., hecds the Commiitee to
ln*refhgcte Assassmc‘hons. a_group’ 9
siivare citizems that hex mveshgct

iy 9nki,others.‘ He was intervi - by
Washington Stcr Staff Writer M:_‘c}héeu

E .', C AL It's always pO“Slb‘E, and there.

. "unda' lock and key in the Nation
i Archives today which will ux;?a
ess it

Sa slayings of, ?rts:dentla!m EX ne-

<

.;'. K IS I B e vt ety 2y ne Tte w ot A
Q:. The. Committee to In &‘tzgate
Assassinations has' long Heen sus-’.

pzcted by some p2ople of bezmo some~]
kaw connected witls the and you,

yourself baing labeled pc<szb1ya CIA '
agent or CIA plant. Are yw in fact*a"

QA a~e~to:au/ cort"

2 Fulitimo |
partner
have.ever been zffiliated| witk-the’]

Fem.z-m]d' No, z
l"wxer Neither I'norm

CIA ¢rywworked-fox fhe CI
.;mh .or~without pay*in-anyr

“eitherf
way,

g '.'(Q~ .Apart from’ matenal that mxgbt-

e St oS

snap<=~ ‘or form. I have'no :dea whersl| -

ze ramor started:-1'don’t koovw any-ii-

one:that knows-anythingagout my-.]
history tbat has ever made such an-
accusadtion.. On the: cmwersé—mda, :
poing back to-the-early’60s when ¥,
worked-fer. the Senateras counsal fors
pne of their-commitizes; I did’ an‘
. investigatioz. on the; CIA.and Sin

thea X have represemted'a m.zmber—o B

chents in'ceses against tha CIA to the?)
‘exteal that if there’ s any e'ndence at
aJ! Lt'zleom:s in 1eother

1

FBI bas ewderce Iocked away some~
wheie, Uizt could shed new fight on
thie investigaticns into the JT’K assas:

sinaticrr or perhaps Martm Lum"r ;

Ixmg S .;sszssmcan>
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'is-considerable’ evndence which'is

*;classified until the year 2039

,15 declassified by the varigus govern-
:ment'agencies, primarily the FBI
{and the CIA. In addmo’n to that, there
~are literally tho nd.s of documents
'?that the CiA did'not give to the Waxw
i yen Commission and dxd not go to the
_Nauonal chives which: hiave never:
:?.been & public. A number of free-j -

dorn o¥information suits have result—
‘'ed indeclassification of 2 part of this.
ma erial, yet we know from the index’

fey cive us that they have amass of |
matanal vv}m:b has never been made

“prove distasieful or-burtiul to the:
i Kepnedy -family, :the JFK autapsy
photographs for. example, 15 tbere

other evzdence or do » mu feel th..re 'S
other-materizl undér.lock and key|-
that.could shed significant light ‘on
MeassassmauOn52 TR e ....':'--t:‘.
- '5§ w - ...

* R

\A:«Well certamly from rev:ewmrf
"the index of.the withheld material.
whicly they have been forced to sup-
ply to various district conxts, you get
the irpression that much yery vital
-information is being withusld™ Again,
-X say, without-knowing ‘what that |
information is, it's hard to say wl*ere
-it's gomc to pomL 3 -I_ . : :

Q Can ymz hazard a gues.s as to what
thﬂyymugzthave'o‘ L -
. A- No,; X can’t. I can only tell yau
‘so far as the CIA is concerned a Im‘ge
‘wart of<the withheld testimony in-
.volvesia trip Lee Harvey Osw«)d
;made-to Mexico just iramediately |-
pnnr to;the assassination. No one m
"the pubhc knows what this.trip wa

ey e -

'-\—--

CIA has been particularly sensitive
vnth respact to that. We do know that
there were CIA cameras taking pic-
.tures of people going in and out of the
"Cuban and Soviet embassies.znd they
‘fooX a number of pictures of a man

“they. labeled Lee Harvey Oswald.
. From looking at him, he is obviously
not Lee Harvey Oswuld but me CIA.

‘_wzll not identify him.

I EICAS
B3N .---...-.-.-.»— 1

-"‘ Q‘ YWeuid it not better scive rizc
American public to just simply se-

. f.-,

“svere no other people involved and.

-ernmert to keep it secret, and X thmk.

=4 wald - was proparly mvcvtxoated,

‘all about. But we do know that the .

Iezse this inforrmation and ger fo Me

. botioo;r of (he matter once, and ;or‘
a2 oo o e

r_,.',« Ve |‘nr~-'
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-A: eémmxttee to Investigate
agSinations has urged through the.
years thar all of the mfornabon with
respect to the John Kennedy assassi-
nation be made public, The official
solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald
‘ was a lone nut Killer 2nd that there

- there were no internationzl ramifica-
. tions.: And therciore, taking fliat
story as gospel makes it difficult for
a lawyer to-see -why they s’hould
cover anything. However; there is
*.this jintense desire: on the part of gov=

in-any Iawsuil where you havé this

sort of mania-for Jacking the evi-

dence up you create the- susp:cxon

that there’s more there. And ¥ don‘t

. think - auybody at this time outside Lhe '
‘government knows what happened-to

John-Kennedy. X think the congres-

sional commmces m Hime ,wxll find
. e TEEIN,

v

2 Q It ba_.« bccn 13 ycars ‘$ince rb; .
iaf) Whyraopea

A~ It‘s not reaiiy 2 oue:mon of rc«
cpenmo his grave. I know the subject
is frequently talked zbout in terms -
similar fo that. X think that the integ~ {
rity of ‘our® whele political process is
probzbly; at-staks because whether |
the Warren Commission was right or
wrong, ¥ think that the Ajnerican peo»
ple— and the polls bear this out —-
have a great doubt as 1o vhether (s-

They have'a doubt 23 to whether Os-
wald wzs a lone nut Jdllers And until §
theic doubts can.be satisfied, X think
the integrity of the system and the
credxthty of the: guvernﬂent is vary

Q. Wb}r Bag'it taken i3 years for*
Longms to becomie offl G;allymxfnlp« -

edinthis?,

-‘.‘:..-A- "—" ’.

~B2.¥ell, it's a2 nurnber of rcasons.
One, X thnk the menibership of the
Warren Commission itsel{ contained

Haat d
Sep = TN

so many oulstanding people that it is B

difficult to believe that for whatever
‘reason they would not sericusly try to
“give the public a full answer. There’s
& great reluctance to disbelieve peo~
ple like Justice Warren and Sen. Rus-
seli. Secondly, I think until Watecr-
gate people teuded fo disbelieve that
their yovemment could be involved
in anything of this nature. But even
more recently therevelations, the ac- ]

counts of the CIA to ‘cﬂl F‘de! Cu..um 5.

have pott
' thereis.c.

Q Ic it concetvable that the War- i
n'n Commx\»smu ~—1In the inte n'cm af §
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T Iawyer I tend vo beheve
_ “thie best conclusinyYhey
could fram the evidence at has. _ wWe
know of $0 much key evidence that
was either withheld or destroyed that
you get a general feeling that they
had only a relatively small part of
the reall/ important material.-For
example, Lee Harvey Oswald wrote a
. threatening note to an FBI agent
shortly bzfore the assassination. In a
matter of an hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent

.was never reported to the Warren

" -i* Comumission. Thera are certain peo-|

ple wno can link Oswald and Ruby,

- ard this material was never passed

“to the commission. So I think it's a
.very harsh judgmnent to say that this

4 very distinguistied bunch of Ameri-
- cans — including the chief justice of {.

the Unized Stales — purposely did not
reach tt-e preper concIusxon. A

Q I- w Iona' wzll xt mke t]‘e muse
to Investigate this affair 2nd came to
some sort of a conclusion..Will it be
: years away, do youfeeal?.., -

St
e e %

" Ao
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A?Ivo X don t think it will be ifzat
far away. The House of Reoresenta-’

have fallowed. They could have taken
their staff members, peaple who
were thoroughly familiar with the
I subject but equally opinionated, or

-i they could start with people who

were good lawyers and good investi-
gators and start with a clean mind
and’ su-xuly go down the same road
that others have been going down for
12 years. They chosé Lb\. iattﬂr That
will take somewhal. more time, but
" with the caliber of people that have
bzen chosen I can't see that it’s going
"to take a .matter of years.. I think it
_will take a number of months longar
than itwoul Id gcma the other way.
Q E:mxce Shnvar who of course

[ lost two brothers to assassins, has
[ said that shie would prefer the whole!
thing bz dropped, thar the investiga<| -
" tions iato JFK and Robert Kennedy’s
cezati1s snouldn’t be opened. How do
you respond whaen a family member]

3 expres:es this Kmd of a senameut? . :-J

A Well I think all of us feel a
basic sympatny not only for Mrs.
‘Shriver but also for- Mrs. Rose
Kennedy and for the remailning
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it’s my.
own feeling that the question of what-
happeréd to the Kennedy brothers, if
sometiing more than meets the eye |-

fiushed it down the toilet. Now this}. *

tives had rwo basic roads they could i .

_

"did occur, is really a matter of na. long jump frém that possibility to the
tional concern and transcends th~~< possiblity that we had anything.ta da
_own very understandable interesf | with lalling. . It seems to me that these
it. I think that the investization cer- .are questions that gave the congres-<
: tainly into President Kennedy’s ' sional commmittee the powers that
deai.h can be done in such a way as to - "they have. I doa’t really know !hat
[ cause minimum grief to the family. speculaun" gets anywhere. e _..- .
And I think there’s a very gaod °, L= - .
" chance that this will happen because. -~ @ Your‘ Commxttce to Invesl:aate
7X think the members of the House of, Assassinations, what do you think it
* Representatives and the members of has been able to. accompbs)z( Why
. the Church committee in the Senate: wasztt‘ormed. s -.:_.._ '. o -. ..:
ery well aware of the roblem. L : --
: ::.IZVI ?:m tnsee any reasorlz why it~ - ATt was formed fortwo baqc: cac
. ¢ cannot be done without terribly dxs- > sons. Qnie was Lo get the critics of tlie
; : tasteful evidence being trotted out in Warren Commission to coordinate

- public. I just don’t think that's neces— their efforts. ‘The basic aims of the
. .. ... =, .. groupwerclo gather information to

IR St -1 - ..~ x keep the sub_)eot of John Kennedy’s
L ey el E tlza'att;r;e; fox: as S?s,maglon Cﬁlwe until we co};x'd
:".You were couvince the Congress-to reopen their
: J’ama Earl Ray. Do youfeel that’_ oo, investigation. Fortenately, ¥
. there is evidence that could clearhim .. think we've Deen very successful.
{ or alternatively to prove fnat he Wa3 .. The subject has.been Kept alive. As
" mot thelone assassin? - .. . T the climate inthe country changed,
- “the clirmate in Congress changed, we
_A:Itismy own personalbehef that = o oe ablé, with, the help of a Jot of
.- there was a conspiracy. I think that “on, 00 beinie 1o persuade them go in
"~the question would be resolved:if ", Cwith 2 fudofledved investgation, We
'{ James Earl Ray were given a trial. I -+500.14 16 turp- ver il of our, investi-
3 +.think most of us in the United States,= gauon to thern and ta gwe any mhm‘
! nost of the public Certainly, and al=_: aszstan - 2
most all of Washington that I know .
-were simply amazed when a guilty"--, Q* ‘I‘heresbecnan eternzl fascina
-plea was extracted from him and he o' iy John B Kemmedy’s ourder:
- went off to serve a 99-year term with- . you think when or if the Housc
tout a trjal. It came as a great shock . fnvestigation reaches its conclusio:
: to most people and I think most PeOr - thatr will lay to rest fmally the specs-
pie were.rather disappointed in a - Iatmn? -
cnme of this magnitude a man would - IR _ ;
inot in fact stay for a jury trial. I... /x' Ib&hcvo thatif this B(mf( cean
<pent six years trying to achieve this. . - .y5i0e continnes to get the suppoit i
X must confess.X was unsuccessful, - ~‘the next Congress that they have 1!'
“ but it is very possible that this Inves- 1. g0 1acr months of this Congress, tha
txgatmn of the House of Reprecanta- - they will investigate this }\xlhnv (Tibr
.. tives would achieve in a lot shorter : : oughly.-I think they will cull ont tue
“iperiod than six years what we v_vere *1 Jeads, X think they will look at i the
£ ,unable to domr_he COWtS. “.-......3¥ = evidence, and if after that Jeigth o
<3 “:time and that lengtn of investigating
. Q3 The FBLis now kwown o have’ = they conclude that the Warren Com-
houm.’ed Martin Luther King and .inission was correct, X certainly thint
i there has been specalation that the. - that $3.9'percent of the people yill b
3 }:TBImayhave some way been mvoIV-»- satisfed. Lmust say.that in all hoxes
;-ed in his death. Do ‘o you sul_;scxzce 5.'7" ty, Lknow of a few people who are
'" t;.’zxsposs:bmty 2 / ~never going to be satisfied, at Jeas.
S ou can never satisfy all of them be
.:¥ Az X have seen no evzderce to that as iause they each hf?;ve a particila:
., effect and I have sé2en in both the .= theory. And these theories are inter-
-;';John F.Kennedy case and the Martin -2 -fally inconsistent if nothing else. 3u
- Lather King case that one has to be*- py i maras a practical matter tha
~ .careful to dxstmomsh between the “if a conaressional commmittes, and §
¥, crime and the investigation. I think * o+ “his one, maybe the Senat:
" .™in the Martin Luther King case that " - communittee or maybe both of ther
" 2. the FBI because of its animosity for .. -will attack the job they are suppose:
7. Dr. King-may not have made what to do, Tthink that most of the doubrs
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- 'we wou.d ‘consider their best effort to i not. all of thews, will be l:ud 0 rest,
mvesnﬂatc it But we have made a . Y ;
o ..~" = M*‘--—m Feakys '\-’---'“T\.v-—‘:‘
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