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VEMORANDUM FOR: Director

Federal Bureau of Invegtigauion
Attention: ,

SUBJECT 0 Investigation in Japzn of "enort on_Susnicious
: Actions of Gerald Lee Richards, Origimally .

Described as Resenbling Suspscted Assassin of o

Dr. llartin Luther King, Jr.

1. Reference is made to the report covcernzng the above
subject made by telephone to Mr, .at- 0930 on 17 April-
1¢68, TFollowing 1s a full uccount ‘of the investigation nade in’
this case:

_A. On 16 April 1968 a =7
o o ceported that one
Gerald Lee Richards, who bore a general physical
- resemblance to the description given of the suspected
gssassin of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had arrived
in Japan about 15 April 1968 2nd requested a position
aboard any ship going znywhere, Richards becane .
ngitated when asked for a contact address in Japan
and refused to divulge ‘his Japanese residence. The
{ described Richerds
g 5' 10" tell, {55 pounds, with brown hair, & receding
hairline on both sides, and a2 not very prominent scar
two and one-hslf inches long traversing the center
" forehead, his most outstanding characteristic being a
disconcerting, idiotic grin resembling a constant
grinace. According to Richards'! documents and state-
rents, he was born 8 April 1937, applied for sesman's
papers in Szn Pedro, Californiz, 16 June 1964 and
" reglstered there z2s a United States National laritime
Union menmber on 21 February 1968 but never shipped out,
His Social Security Number is 562-4G-5078; his United
States Coast Guard Number Z 2711-782, -
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B. A subsequent check with the = 2 9
~__ conifirrmed the biographic datza surplied
by the FE7 -~ A werd check

indicated that Richards originally resiced in Jopen
from 1963 to 1964 and married TAKAYEMA HMichilo in 1°C
Loth Richards and his wife left Jopon for the United.
States in 18G4 Richards returned alome to Sepzn cbout
15 April 1988, EHis wife's address in the United States
is listed as 160 Hosol {(phonetic) Sureet Czrpeunteris,
California, 93013,

_C,' A photograph of Richards obuained fronm theA

5#2?, ‘wos showrn to the B a4

T and identified by him s the individus 1

‘Ia subparagraph 1A above who had cpnlied for a sezxon's
berth., The photogrzaph of Richards boars no apvarent
resenblance to photographs of suspected assassin
Janes Earl Ray provided by thé Fecderal Bureau of -
Investigation.,

2. The above information hzs been given to the Lezal
Attache of the United States Embassy *n“

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:
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