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Bush Is Skeptlcal
| Of ‘Hoover Memo’

OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 17 (UPT)— ' _ :
“ Central IBntelligendce Agency Director - -
" George Bush sald Tuesday he does:
_not belleve' newspaper reports that .-
. FBI Dmegior ig Edgar}?oover wrote: CIA H ‘STOR‘CAL REVI EW P ROGRA{
. memo claiming Lee Harvey Oswald . o
. " had contacted Cuba prior to Presldent . R E,.EASE 'N FU“_ 1998
. Kennedy’s assassination, . : Pl
. “Is my information that’ such a*
. - memo does not exist,” Bush told stu.
| - dent leaders from about 20 colleges, - -
-.* " Bush predicted the memo would-be.
. proven fake or nonexistent, He said
- -other allegations against- his own -
.- agency have turned out to be false on |
. - Investigationd, . - V.0 1
~ ‘Bush admitted the CIA had been‘
- guilty of abuse of power, biit defended .
- ' the need for an inteliigence-gathering-
_ + agency, tovert operatlons and Spying ]
* in cother countries. - ' ' L S
¢ The CIA dlrector answered ques. T T
* tions about possible CIA involvement . o
" in several non-Communist countries .
where torture .and prosecution of pn .
S ) .. litical prisoners has been reported by
e ' " . saying he was concerned as well about .
S i ‘ . torture and political prisoners In-
' North Korea, Vietram, the Soviet Un. .
.- ion, Cdambodia and elsewhere. =
“ ¢ just can’t understand the selec- 1
: tivity of the moral outrage,” he said..




. By Ronald Kessler
Washington Post’ smz Writer
'The House Select Committee on
Assassinations last night subpoenaed
retired' Central Intelligence Agency
officer David A. Phillips to question
him about a telephone call made by

Lee Harvey Oswald to the Soviet em- ,

bassy in Mexico City eight.weeks be- -
fore President. Kennequ s. assassina- -
tion.

A commxttee source -said Phillips,.

. who heads the Association of Retired -

Intelligence Officers, which is a lead- .

ing defender of the CIA, was sub- :
poenaed to testify within a few days

before a- closed session of the com- .
miftee’s unit investigating the Ken-

nedy assassination.

Phillips was guestioned mformallv
last night, by committee investigators
in 'the committee’s offices. He. may
testify as early as today, accordmd
to a source. !

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel
of the full commttee, said yesterday
that it has launched an investigation
of the cu'cumstances surroundmg the
telephone call as reported in yester-

day's’ edxtlons of The Washmgton‘

Post.

The Post story sa1d that the CIA in-
tercepted and tape-recorded Oswald’s
call to the Soviet embassy in late Sep-
tember, 1963, but did not turn it over
to the FBI, which has responsibility

for investigating possible spies. It also

did not turn it over to the Warren
Commiission during its investigation
of the Kennedy assassmatxon, The
Post said,

Instead, the CIA gave the FBL a .

brief report that did not mention Os-

wald’s offer of information, but said.

only that Oswald had contacted the
Soviet embassy, The Post said. The :

CIA later provided the Warren Com- -

mission and the Senate intelligence
committee, - which

year, with transeripts of Oswald’s call
that omitted his offer of information
in” ex::hange for a trip to the Sovxet
Umon.. .

" There is no evxdence that Oswald'
offer of information was accepted by
- the Soviets. Oswald later did refer in

a letter, first made public by the
_Warren Commission, to ‘meetinas-”
in the Soviet embassy. :

After the assassination. on Vov, 22,.
1863, the CIA claimed that it was not
aware of most of Oswald's activities
in Mexico City before the assassina-
tion - because Oswald had not men-
tloned his name in this and other:
conversations. with ~the SQViet and
Cuban embassies there.. "~
. However, Phillips, who saw the CIA

- transeripts of Oswald’s’ conversatxons
before the assassinatiom, ' thei' CIA:
translator in charge of.preparing the.-
transeripts and the typist who pre- |
. pared thcm cach told The Post that

-investigated. the |
Kennedy assassination - earlier this-

Hill Pand Probing Oswild'Call |

Oswald had mentioned hxs name. m
thé conversations.

* They also said Oswald was ot’fermg

. -mformatlon to -the Soviets and Te-

questxn,, a free trip to Russia.

- Since the CIA claims that the tapes
of Oswald’s calls’” were destroyed
‘about a: week after the conversations
"-took ‘place, few individuals have per-
: Sonal knowledge of what was said. .
~ The CIA has declined to comment

.’In addition. to obtaining _Phillips’
teshmony, a House assassination com

mittee source said thé panel intends

i to -identify - and. interview "the CIA
translator and typ1st who were inter-
wiewed by The Post.in Memco ’

Panel Asked to Invesnoatef-'

Kzllmo of . Parither Leader '

I United Press International. | ’

"The House Select Committee .on As
sassu:atmns -yesterday was asked to
mvesngate the 1969 killing of Chicago
Black Panther Party leader Fred
Hampton on grounds he was set up by
the. FBI through an informer and
“murdered” in a raid carried out by a
specxal force of the Chicago police.

-Morton H. Halperin, a former staff
member of the National Security
Council. and now director of projects
in conjunction with the American

Civil Liberties Union, requested ac--

‘tion in a letter to Richard A. Sprague,
‘chiief counsel and staff director of the

" newly formed House panel.

Halperin said FBI complicity was

'. established by documents and infor-
mation that came to light during the

$47.5 million civil damage suit against

. federal, state and local authorities

now underway in Chicago. The. suit

was filed by relatwes of Hampton and

o ADAVIIA) A. PHILLIPS -
..« CI1A ex-officer subpqenaed to testify

_.Mark Clark, .another lBl:ick Panther

member killed in the raid on their

. apartment,

Chicago pohce nave sald the rald
was carried out to confiscate weapons

- held by the Panthers and that police
- fired their guns in response to shots

from the apartment’s occupants.
Halperin said that a resolution set-
ting up the House panel to investigate
the assassinations of President Ken-
nedy and civil rights leader Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. also authorized
the committee to probe the deaths “of
any others the select commmee shall
determme " ,
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Oswa!d Offered Soviets Data for Trip

Associated Press 2 6 Nov 1976

A rettred CIA agent says he recalls that several

weeks before President John F. Kennedy's assassi--
" nation in 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald offered to give

"the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City information in
exchange for a trip to Russia.

David A. Phillips, a former CIA officer i in Mexico-

who now heads the Association of Retired Intelli-
gence thcers. said in a telephone interview last
night: - ..

My general recollecuon is that he (Oswald)
wanted to go to the Soviet Union via Cuba, and as
- partofthathe sald he mlght have some xnformatxon

useful to them."”’

Phillips; who xécently retn'ed from the agency in

. order.to defend the agency against its critics, de-

" clined to say where he had obtamed' that informa-

twn other than to say “I was aware what was gomg
on.” -

- However, it was first reported more than a year

ago, and later confirmed by Senate intelligence
.commmee chalrman Frank Church. that the ClA
N

4

wxretapped and recorded a Sept. 28, 1963, conversa-
tion that Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy in
Mexico City from a telephone in the Cuban Embas-
sy there.

Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas on Nov. 22,
1963, and the Warren Commission determined that
Oswald was the sole assassin. -

It has been known that Oswald went to the Mexi-
co City embassies in an attempt to obtain a travel
visa that would permit him to enter the Sovxet
Union by way of Cuba. .

The Washington Post reported in today s editions
that a CIA interpreter and a stenographer -who
worked on the transcript of Oswald’s telephone con-
versation also recalled that Oswald had offered un-’
specified information in exchange fora paxd trip to
the Soviet Union. .

But the Post said the Warren Commxssxon, for
undetermined reasons, was not given that segment

" of the transcript. And it said the FBI, which is re-
" 'sponsible for espionage investigations, also was

told only in a general way that Oswald had made :

contact with the Soviet Embassy.
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._Dxd Oswald ‘Talk About }i‘K Slaymg?

- Did; iLee Harvey Oswald tell Cuban officials " '

‘ shortly before the assassination of President

- Kennedy, that he was going to kill the President?

"+ .According to a senior source at the Justice De-"
partment, former FBI Director J..Edgar Hoover -
“wrote a memo in 1964 saying that he was toid so by -

~ “-a highly reliable informant who was supposed to-
- have gotten the. story from Cuhan Premier Fidel”
¢ Castro..‘- PRIt R LAY Re 4 BANINE L
While t.he memo apparently does not identify the
informant, Oswald was known-to have visited the §{
-+ Cuban Embassy in Mexico City about a month be--:
. : fore the assassination, and, according to recently "
released CIA documents, he had been in contact’

. with - three- of Castro’s .suspected intelligence \ ‘\‘316
agents. The Justice Department source said Hoov-" &"\\0

- er's memo was addressed to the Warren Commis- i 1

sion, but there is no record of its havmg been deliv--

- ered to the commxssxon. ‘
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House Umt Wzli Gez‘. Memo Tellma
03‘ Gswald’s Plan to fizll Kennedy

WASHD-GTON, Nov. 13 —_ A 1984
memorandum saying that Lee Harvey QOs-
wald told Cuban officials he was going
to 'kill ‘President Kennedy more.than a
month before ‘the assassinationr is’ part
of a packet of new material found in.
-Government files that will be turned over

‘to. a. special Congressional investigating

committee, rebable Govemment sources
rsa.td todav N

Edward H. Levi, the atoney genera]
r_,~has imposed.a curtain.of extraordinary...
| secrecy over the search of Department
. of Justice and Federal Bureau of Inves- .
: .tigation - files in connectxon thh the :

."assassination ‘inquiry. -

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK L
.. Special to. The New York Times

said it may. not have been mter\ded as
a formal menorandum to the commission
but. rather as ““some other kind of mfor-
ma] contact.” - 7 . ioaamiireaad .

" In substance the memorandun states
that the F.B.1. Director had learned from
-a reliable informant that Lee Harvey Os-
‘wald had told Cuban officials more {han
.a month before Mr. Kennedy’s assassina-
-tion that he planaed to-kill the American

e Presxdent. o Fer e e sl

" Evidence of Cuban Backing' -~ =

“The informar't, accordmg to the memo-
randum said that he had learned of Mr.
Oswald‘s plan from 'Fidel Castro, the

‘Cuban Premier. If this were true, it would

“The file search was begun at the request~ be the stronzest. evidence-yet found that

:‘of the House Select Committee on Assas- Mr. Oswald ‘had had Cuban backmg in

‘sinations formed earlier this year to re-in-
‘vestigate the deaths of President Kennedy -
‘and of the Rev, Dr, Martin. Luther ng,
Jr., the civil rights leader. . :

" First Meeting To Be Held. "rmnday

The committee will hold its first. fonnal
meetmg on Monday. Its chief counsel,
Richard A. Sprague, is expected to recom-
‘mend ‘that a staff of 170 lawyers and "
trained homicide. detectives- conduct the
[two investigations. .y

committee of the Sepate Select Commit-~
tee on Intelligence reported earlier this-

raised  serious questions:about .whether

Justice Earl Warren, that {nvestigated Mr.
Kennedy’s death received full and com

reau of Investigation or the Central Intel-
hgence Agency e P

. The newly" dx:covered memorandum
was prepared in 1964, well after Mr. Ken-"
nedy- was killed, It was prepared for'J.
Edgar Hoover, then the director of:the-
F.B.L. .One usua]ly reliable source said it-
was prepared to be “sent” to the Warren
Commission... Another source, however,~

year that it had discovered evidence that--

the commission, headed by the late Chief

plete information from-the:Federal:Bu-

his assassination attempt. .- .

~'A senior- F.B.L official: sazd pnvately
that there was “no implication whatsoev-
er” from the newly discovered memoran-

;" v dum that Mr, Hoover knew about the

“assassination before it -happened. The
memorandum- refers -to “information ob-
-tained by the PB I dl.nng the mvestxva-
tion in 1964, :
- David W. Belm a. member or the “War-
“ren Cormission staff and later director

: : - 43 0f the staff that.investigated the Central
-‘The committee was formed aftera sub- Intelligence Agency for the Ford Adminis-

tratxon said.that “to his knowledge” the
Warren Commission had- never: received
a document from the F.B.I. with so explic-
it.a piece. of information: based upon 2
“‘reliable informant.” - - 24 .
SourceIn Cuban Govemment

.fohn A McCone, who was dxrector of
the .C1.A, during the\Kennedy‘ Adminis-

" vis. tration, has been. quoted in news accounts

as 'saying that he never knew of such
informatiom.. 7% e

-~ The C.LA-had developed a source with- |

in the top. levels.of the Cuban Govern-
ment in 1961 whom' it had dubbed AM-
LASH and swho had been in frequent close
contact with Premier Castro T e






