
Hsi-10400-10144|
^CWGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

by *3«a| ifuv paragraph (!) the following 
niv paragraph: -

“(3) Under the authority at aubMction 
(a)(1)(B) (1). the Secretary abaU provide for 
demonetrauoa. project*,. in at leaat. three 
State* and at leaet on* of Which 1* located 
In a rural area, which relate to the provision 
of preventive health service* (including 
baalc health screening, referral, and health 
education) to the elderly throughout the 
State through traveling health care practi­
tioner* (other than physician*, but includ­
ing public health nurses) who provide such 
service* in or through different public and 
private nonprofit facilities (including 
churches, schools, and senior citizen cen­
ters) . The Secretary Shall report to Congress 
on the result* of such demonstration proj­
ect* not later than three years after the date 
of the enactment of thl* paragraph.’’#

UNAUTHORIZED EXAMINATION OF 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSAS­
SINATIONS MATERIALS -
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle­
man from Ohio (Mr. Stokxs) is recog­
nized for 30 minutes.

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, recent 
newspaper and other media accounts 
have carried the story that materials in 
the possession of the former Select Com­
mittee on Assassinations were examined 
in an unauthorized fashion last summer. 
As the former chairman of the select 
committee, I am making these remarks 
to report to my colleagues the facts of 
the matter. •

The Select Committee on Assassina­
tions faced an important and complex 
task. The House mandated the commits 
te to look into the facts and circum­
stances surrounding the deaths of two 
of our Nation’s greatest leaders, Presi­
dent John P. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 

. Luther King, Jr.
Death is not a pleasant subject, and 

Its details can be gruesome. One of the 
least pleasant of the tasks that faced the 
committee was the examination of the 
photographs made during the autopsies 
of these two men. Ancone who knew 
them in life would be disturbed viewing 
their photographs in death.
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committee'! classified files ven kept in fence Agency bed the combination’^
the same room, but in separate safes. The 
general files of the committee were 
housed In another area entirely. It was 
necessary to sign in and out on a log­
book to secure access to classified files. 
Access to the autopay materials could 
only be secured by the personal permis­
sion of the chief counsel given sepa­
rately every time access was sought.

Each notebook that contained a set of 
the autopsy phographs was separately 
numbered and the use of each book was 
recorded on a log every time It was exam­
ined.

In July of last year the staff of the se­
lect committee disc overed that a Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency employee had 
obtained unauthorized access to the au­
topsy photographs of President Kennedy. 
The staff made this discovery with the 
assistance of the District of Columbia 
Police, the Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion. and the Central Intelligency Agen­
cy. The facts are as follows:

A researcher on the Assassinations 
Committee staff secured permission of 
the chief counsel to get access to the 
Kennedy autopsy materials. Access was 
obtained in the morning. The materials 
were taken from the safe, and the safe 
door was closed but not locked. They were

Nothing else was kept In that room. An’ 
agency employee was available d 
working hours in the room to give the 
staff access to the notes. The safe could 5 
only be opened in the presence of-the* 
Agency employee and a staff member. If' 
it was necessary to use the Agency notes 
in connection with a regular file of the. 
committee, the regular file was brought^ 
to the special area. If it was necessary to- 
use the committee’s classified files in w 
nection with the staff notes either the 
classified file would be brought to the 
special area or the staff notes were.i 
brought to the classified files in the 
security room.The Agency employee air­
ways accompanied the staff notes if theyj 
were removed from the special area. Bun 
the Agency employee was not authorized 
to be out of the special area unless he was. 
accompanied by a staff member. He was 
not authorized to have access to the' 
autopsy materials.

When the Agency employee’s finger­
prints were matched to the lifted finger- "­
prints, permission was obtained from the 3 
Agency to interview the Agency employee. > 
The employee's permission was obtained J 
to record the interview. The employee .a

to be lised in another room by the com­
mittee’s medical artist to prepare draw­
ings of the President’s wounds.

When he -returned later that day to 
return the Yihotographs, he found that 
the safe had been opened and another 
notebook had been taken, out of the safe. 
One photograph of the President that 
was enclosed in a plastic cover had been 
ripped out of the notebook and the 
photograph taken out of its cover.

The chief counsel of the committee 
was immediately notified and he ordered 
the staff to undertake an investigation 
to determine who had obtained unau­
thorized access to the materials. The'fin­
gerprints of each member of the staff 
who had authorized access to the safe

denied having access to the autopsy ma­
terials when he was interviewed on one 
day. He was then Interviewed a second 
time on a succeeding day. He did not 
admit any wrongdoing. He refused to he 
Interviewed any more. •

The Central Intelligence Agency con­
ducted an investigation of the matter. 
Its investigation began after the com­
mittee asked permission to talk to the 
employee and before the committee 
brought the details of the unauthorized 
action, including the fingerprints, to the

j

Agency’s attention. The Agency’s invest!- ; 
gation Included interviews and the use of 
photographs. • ’

Additional photographs were taken ? 
after the details of the committee’s in­
vestigation were brought to the atten-

were matched against fingerprints that , 
were lifted from the books that had been P™^

The photographs that were made in 
connection with the autopsies of Presi­
dent Kennedy and Dr. King have never 
been made public. Good taste dictates 
that they never be. The Warren Com­
mission that examined President Ken? 
nedy’s death In 1964 did not publish 
them, and the eelect committee’s*final 
report on the deaths of President Ken­
nedy and Dr. King will also not make the 
photographs of either of them public.

Mr. Speaker, the Select Committee on 
Assassinations took extraordinary care 
that the autopsy photographs were not 
used in an unauthorized fashion.

There are segments of the press that 
are so lacking in good taste that they 
might well have published them if they 
could have obtained access to them. The 
select committee made every effort to 
employ only the most trustworthy per­
sons. but even then, only those with a 
need to use the autopsy photographs in 

. their work were given access to them.
The autopsy materials were kept in a 

separate safe in the security room of 
the offices of the select committee. The

removed from the safe, the plastic cav­
ers in the books, and the inside of the .
safe door. Kone of the staff fingerprin
matched the lifted fingerprints. The 
gerprints of a Central Intellige 
Agency employee were then match 
the lifted prints.

The match, was made by the Di
of Columbia Police and double checked 
by the Federal Bureau of Investiga ion.

Mr. Speaker, this matter was

ittee was 
the

tion of the Agency.

edin its
that t

to

let

dditional materials 
ttee requested.

: an-
died by the District of Columbia F >lice
and the Federal Bureau of Investigi tion
in a competent and confidential fa: Won 
and the committee is grateful to hem 
for their assistance.

To understand how the Central 1 ntel- 
ligence Agency employee obtained s :cess 
to the safe it is necessary to under: tand 
the role he played with the committee. 
The select committee had access a the 
Central Intelligence Agency to \the  
agency’s classified files. Notes were tayen 
by the staff on the files. Those n 
were brought by an agency courier 
der seal to a special area in the commit­
tee’s offices where they were locked in a

The committee staff members who 
conducted the investigation are satisfied 
that there was no evidence uncovered 
that the AgencjHfflSffTthe employee 
to obtain access to the autopsy materials. 
They also believe on the basis of what 
they know that the Agency did not di­
rect the activity of the Agency employee 
in this regard. The Agency employees 
who conducted the Agency’s Investiga­
tion are satisfied that the motive for 
obtaining unauthorized access was mere 
curiosity. The committee staff members 
are not satisfied that the motive has 
been established; they believe mere cu­
riosity is not consistent with the finger­
print evidence. But in the absence of a 
full and truthful confession by the 
Agency employee or the others, if any, 
who were in league with him—or sub­
stantial new evidence all recognize that/

be ulti

sev-

the matter of motive cannot 
mately resolved.

. Speaker, I wish to em
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