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by »dllrig after paragraph (1) the following 
ntr paragraph:

*■(3) Under the authority of «ub«ectlon 
(a> (1) (B) (1). the Secretary ehall provide for 
demonatrauon projects, in at least. three 
States and at least one of which Is located 
in a rural area, which relate to the provision 
of preventive health services (including 
basic health screening, referral, and health 
education) to the elderly throughout the 
State through tsAvellng health care practi­
tioners (other than physicians, but Includ­
ing public health nurses) who provide such 
services in or through different public and 
private nonprofit facilities (Including 
churches, schools, and senior citizen cen­
ters) . The Secretary shall report to Congress 
on the results of such demonstration proj­
ects not later than three years after the date 
of the enactment of this paragraph."*

UNAUTHORIZED EXAMINATION OF 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSAS­
SINATIONS MATERIALS -
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle­
man from Ohio (Mr. Stokxs) is recog­
nized for 30 minutes.

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, recent 
newspaper and other media accounts 
have carried the story that materials in 
the possession of the former Select Com­
mittee on Assassinations were examined 
in an unauthorized fashion last summer. 
As the former chairman of the select 
committea I am making these remarks 
to report to my colleagues the facts of 
the matter.

The Select Committee on Assassina­
tions faced an important and complex 
task. The House mandated the commit- 
te1 to look into the facts and circum­
stances surrounding the deaths of two 
of our Nation’s greatest leaders. Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Jr.

Death is not a pleasant subject, and 
its details can be gruesome. One of the 
least pleasant of the tasks that faced the 
committee was the examination of the 
photographs made during the autopsies 
of these two men. Anyone who knew 
them in life would be disturbed viewing 
their photographs in death.

The photographs that were made in 
connection with the autopsies of Presi­
dent Kennedy and Dr. King have never 
been made public. Good taste dictates 
that they never be. The Warren Com­
mission that examined President Kenr 
nedy's death in 1964 did not publish 
them, and the select committee’s*final 
report on the deaths of President Ken­
nedy and Dr. King will also not make the 
photographs of either of them public.

Mr. Speaker, the Select Committee on 
Assassinations took extraordinary care 
that the autopsy photographs were not 
used in an unauthorized fashion.

There are segments of the press that 
are so lacking in good taste that they 
might well have published them if they 
could have obtained access to them. The 
select committee made every effort to 
employ only the most trustworthy per­
sons. but even then, only those with a 
need to use the autopsy photographs in 
their work were given access to them.

The autopsy materials were kept in a 
separate safe in the security room of 
the offices of the select committee. The

committee's classified files were kept in 
the same room, but in separate safes. The 
general files of the committee were 
housed in another area entirely. It was 
necessary to sign in and out on a log­
book to secure access to classified files. 
Access to the autopsy materials could 
only be secured by the personal permis­
sion of the chief counsel given sepa­
rately every time access was sought.

Each notebook that contained a set of 
the autopsy phographs was separately 
numbered and the use of each book was 
recorded on a log every time it was exam­
ined.

In July of last year the staff of the se­
lect committee disc overed that a Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency employee had 
obtained unauthorized access to the au­
topsy photographs of President Kennedy. 
The staff made this discovery with the 
assistance of the District of Columbia 
Police, the Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion. and the Central Intelligency Agen­
cy. The facts are as follows:

A researcher on the Assassinations 
Committee staff secured permission of 
the chief counsel to get access to the 
Kennedy autopsy materials. Access was 
obtained in the morning. The materials 
were taken from the safe, and the safe 
door was closed but not locked. They were 
to be Used in another room by the com­
mittee's medical artist to prepare draw­
ings of the President's wounds.

When he returned later that day to 
return the photographs, he found that 
the safe had been opened and another 
notebook had been taken out of the safe. 
One photograph of the President that 
was enclosed in a plastic cover had been 
ripped out of the notebook and the 
photograph taken out of its cover.

The chief counsel of the committee 
was Immediately notified and he ordered 
the staff to undertake an investigation 
to determine who had obtained unau­
thorized access to the materials. Toe fin­
gerprints of each member of the staff 
who had authorized access to the safe 
were matched against fingerprints that 
were lifted from the books that had been 
removed from the safe, the plastic cov­
ers in the books, and the inside of the 
safe door. None of the staff fingerprints* 
matched the lifted fingerprints. The firf 
gerprints of a Central Intelligence 
Agency employee were then matched/to 
the lifted prints. J

The match, was made by the District 
of Columbia Police and double che ked 
by the Federal Bureau of Investiga ion.

Mr. Speaker, this matter was : an- 
dled by the District of Columbia I slice 
and the Federal Bureau of Investig Mon 
in a competent and confidential fa: Mon 
and the committee is grateful to hem 
for their assistance.

To understand how the Central 1 ntel- 
ligence Agency employee obtained s :cess 
to the safe it is necessary to under tand 
the role he played with the comm ttee. 
The select committee had access at the 
Central Intelligence Agency to \the 
agency's classified files. Notes were taken 
by the staff on the files. Those nws 
were brought by an agency courier not 
der seal to a special area in the commit-1 
tee’s offices where they were locked in a 
safe to which only the Central Intelli­

gence Agency had the combination??^’ 
Nothing else was kept in that room. An ® 
agency employee was available during*?* 
working hours in the room to give th^if. 
staff access to the notes. The safe could # 
only be opened in the presence otthe'x 
Agency employee and a staff member, if '5 
it was necessary to use the Agency notes 
in connection with a regular file of the.* 
committee, the regular file was brought 
to the special area. If it was necessary to- 
use the committee’s classified files in conj^j 
nection with the staff notes either the 
classified fiie would be brought to the.jK 
special area or the staff notes were3 
brought to the classified files in ths'sl 
security room. The Agency employee al-1^ 
ways accompanied the staff notes if they-a 
were removed from the special area. BufM 
the Agency employee was not authorized 
to be out of the special area unless he was. J 
accompanied by a staff member. He was j 
not authorized to have access to the 
autopsy materials. 5

When the Agency employee’s finger­
prints were matched to the lifted finger­
prints, permission was obtained from the 11 
Agency to interview che Agency employee. ?! 
The employee’s permission was obtained « 
to record the interview. The employee 4 
denied having access to the autopsy ma- J 
terials when he was interviewed on one 1 
day. He was then interviewed a second T 
time on a succeeding day. He did not 2 
admit any wrongdoing. He refused to be 
■interviewed any more. •

The Central Intelligence Agency edn- 
ducted an investigation of the matter. 
Its investigation began aftex the com­
mittee asked permission to talk to the 
employee and before the committee 1 
brought the details of the unauthorized _. 
action, including the fingerprints, to the 
Agency's attention. The Agency’s investi- ■ 
gation included interviews and the use of ' 1 
photographs. ' 4

Additional photographs were taken 
after the details of the committee's in- ■ 
vestigation were brought to the atten- . 
tion of the Aeency.The committee was , 
given a£tesaJprfSj®£F^>*l the 1 
Araacf^iaiftM in ItsinveJngaHaygr.d । 

^^rtah/Jdditional materials that tne ! 
copafnittee requested. \ *

The committee staff members who\ J 
conducted the investigation are satisfied \ ‘ 
that there was no evidence uncovered y 
that the AgencsHfiffTOThe employee 1 
to obtain access to the autopsy materials. ] 
They also believe on the basis of what : 
they know that the Agency did not dj- 
rect the activity of the Agency employee - 
in this regard. The Agency employees • 
who conducted the Agency's investiga- - 
tion are satisfied that the motive for 
obtaining unauthorized access was mere . 
curiosity. The committee staff members ! 
are not satisfied that the motive has • 
been established; they believe mere cu­
riosity is not consistent with the finger- ; 
print evidence. But in the absence of a z 
full and truthful confession by the J 
Agency employee or the others, if any, f 
who were in league with him—or sub- / ■ 
stantial new evidence all recognize that / - 
the matter of motive cannot be ulti/ 
mately resolved. ;
\Mr. Speaker, I wish to tmpipsis set-
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Pint Ne evidence was uncovered that 

anything was taken:
Second. No evidence was uncovered 

that anything wm misused, other than 
in the unauthorized examination Itself;

Third. No evidence was uncovered that 
anyone has profited from these acts;

Fourth. No -evidence was uncovered 
that anyone other than the employee 
himself was involved In what he did;

Fifth. The enVployee has been dis­
charged from the Agency; and . .

Sixth. To my knowledge, no discipli­
nary action has been thought necessary 
or Uken against any other Agency em­
ployees tn connection -with the incident.

Mr. Speaker, I do mot know what addi­
tional action can be taken In this mat­
ter. I considered It closed In July 1978 
after the committee and the Agency did' 
ail they reasonably could be expected to 
do. I consider it closed now. Neverthe­
less. if the House or any of-Ite relevant 
committees seeks to inquire Into the mat­
ter further, I will assist tn any way poa- • 
sible. It is enough to add that specula*, 
tion about the matter beyond the evi­
dence at hand Is unjust to aU concerned. 
No one wishes to know the truth more 
than I do. But the irresponsible circula­
tion of rumor and myth only feed 
paranoia; they do not quench the thirst 
forknowledge. • ‘ -

At this point I include the following: •
(From the Washington Poet, June 18.1975)

CIA Omen Bzrum Pnxs or Box Punt $ 
(By George Lardnar.Jr.)

The House Assassinations Committee dis­
covered last summer that its most sensitive 
flies had been rifled, and then traced finger­
prints on them to an officer of .the CIA, ac­
cording to informed source*. -

The incident involved surreptitious entry 
of a combination safe at the congressional 
committee's offices, th* tournee said. The safe 
was reserved iat physical evidence of Presi­
dent Kennedy* assassination, including the 
autopsy pbotoe. X-ray* and other articles, 
such as the to-called “magte bullet" that 
wounded both Kennedy and Texas Gov. John 
B. Connally. ~ .- . . ' .. .

Apparently nothing had been taken, but. 
the sources said, there was no doubt that the 
files in the safe had been tSftpered with. Por 
instance, they said the autopsy photos of 
the head shot that killed Kennedy had been 
taken out of their sup cases aod were left tn 
disarray Inside th* three-drawer safe. 1

“It looked a* though someone had fust, run 
out." one source said. . ...

After several inquiries by a reporter thia 
week, the CIA acknowledged that It ha* dis­
missed the individual In question, but indi­
cated that It plan* no further action.

“We're satisfied that it was Just a matter 
of curiosity (on the Individual CIA officer's 
part)," said CLA spokesman Herbert Hetu.

Asked whether It might have been a matter 
of conscious CIA spying on a congressional 
committee, Hetu replied, “Good lord, no."

The unauthorized entry was discovered 
when committee staffer* arrived st wort early 
one morning last summer, probably in July 
sources said. - ......

“Blakey (th* House committee’s chief 
counsel, G. Robert Blakey) was told right 
away." one source recounted. “Only three or 
four people were supposed to have access to 
that safe. And I understand that one of them 
said he'd locked it the night before."

Fingerprint experts from the D.C. police 
department, where several committee staffer* 
had old friends, were called In. By then, some­
one had thoughtlessly bad the documents 
rearranged neatly, *o that there were other
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print* on them and on the Mis. But tbs secu­
rity-conscious committee repcrtly bad fin­
gerprint records of *veryon* who worked 
there, both tho** with access to th* safe and 
thoe* who bed no business being there.

Bourne* Mid th* only unauthorized Mt of 
print* th* polio* found belonged to R*gl* T. 
Blahut, a CIA liaison officer who had been 
detailed to assist th* committee with the 
CIA record* K needed for its lamtlptlou.

•His fingerprints were all over the piece," 
one source reported. "On the photo*, inside 
the safe, and on all sorts of afferent pack-

- Tartteularty telling, another source indi­
cated. was the fact that some of the print* 
were found on autopsy photo* tbemseive* 
rather than the plastic sleeves tn which they 
had been encased. • - ...................-

Th* -episode reportedly produced a great 
wave of anxiety within the CIA. which has 
been claiming for several yearn that it ha* 
learned its lesson* and that It* domestic spy­
ing and misdeeds ar* a relic of th* past. In 
any ease, the agency launched an intensive 
internal Investigation, including polygraph 
examinations of Blabut and perhaps a num­
ber of tri* superior*. • 1 - “
- In a brief telephone interview with Th* 
Washington Poet, Blabut denied any -wrong­
doing. He acknowledged that hl* fingerprint* 
had been found on the document* tn ques­
tion. but insisted that there -was an Inno­
cent explanation. He refused, however, to **y 
what that was.

“There'* other things that are involved 
that are detrimental to- other thing*," be 
said. Asked, what he meant by that, he re- - 
fused to elaborate.

■ "I signed ah oath -of secrecy (with the 
CIA]," be said?1 "I. cannot discuss it any 
further.** .. •
z Sources quoted Blakey, who was kept in­
formed of the- CIA's In-house inquiry, a* 
having stated on several occasions that 
Blahut had been given three polygraph ex­
aminations In all and that he had failed 
them in Important respect*.

“He denied he did It, and he flunked that," 
one source said. “They also asked him 
whether anyone ordered him to do it. He 
said no one, and be flunked that."

Blabut, who said he worked for the CLA 
office of security, insisted that he had come 
through the test* with bls credibility un- 
Memlsbed.

• “I've already defended myself to my em­
ployers," he said when asked about the in­
cident. "Aa far a* I'm concerned, that's an 
cleared up.”

Blakey, who has been working on the now 
moribund Assassination Committee's final 
report in recent weeks, refused to comment. 
Sources said he seized on the incident last 
year and used ft as leverage to get the CIA 
to cough up a number of document* It bad 
been bolding back from the committee. Some 
of the records reportedly pertained to Les 
Harvey Oswald's visit to Mexico City in Sep­
tember 1963. *

“There was a marked Improvement," one 
former staffer recalled. "All of a sudden, they 
were giving us.everything we wanted. Blakey 
kept saying be wanted to go slow, to let them 
(the CLA] conduct the Investigation. .. . But 
I think he'd have to admit -we wanted better 
cooperation." -,

Asked one question after another about 
the incident, including the Identification of' 
the CLA officer's fingerprints, Blakey kept say­
ing: “I wont discus* the matter." Asked If h* 
would deny tt, be said. “Ho."

Most members of the House-committee ap­
parently were kept tn the dark. Even the 
chairman of the subcommittee that investi­
gated the Kennedy assassination, Rep. Rich­
ardson Preyee (D-K.C), said he was unaware 
of it when queried by a reporter. Later, after 
checking with Chairman Louts Stokea (D- 
Oblo), Preyer declined to comment beyond 
saying:

“Blakey and Lou (Stokse) war* handling, 
th* CIA stuff. X don't have my no** out of 
Joint about it. Talk to Lou."

Btok** declined to talk. “The mattar wa* 
terminated." h* Mid. "Tb*re'« no need for m* 
to cornmeal."

Xt wa* not clear what other CIA official* 
might have been given polygraph testa before 
tb* inquiry wa* dropped although *ouicw 
■aid that on* of Bitbutt superior*. Boot* 
Breckinridge of th* CIA Inspector general1* 
office, bad been expected to be given one. 
There .were also report* that CLA Deputy 
Director Prank Carlucci bad offered "in a 
magnanimous way" to take oot.

Breckinridge 1* a veteran CIA official who 
served a* th* agency;* chief liaison officer 
with th* Senate Intelligence Committee dur­
ing Rs 1975-78 Investigations of tb* Intelli­
gence community. He also wrote ths top­
secret CIA Inspector general* report In 1967 
oo CIA assassination plots against Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro.

Breckinridge retired recently. He could not 
be reached for comment. CIA spokesman 
Hetu said hla rettretneat had nothing to do 
with tb* rummaging of th* House commit­
tee'* safe.

As for Carlucci Hutu told a reporter, “He 
doesn't remember having said what you said 
b* said.” ...

(Prom the Washington Poet, June 19, 1939)- 
CU host Into Bom Pius Csu» 1 
. ..- Bcnmeut, Sxu-Snvw •

(By George Lardner, Jr J .
' The Central Intelligence Agency's Invest] - 

gallon, of the rifling last year of a congres­
sional committee's flies by one of it* offi­
cers was aimed primarily at getting the CIA 
off tb* book, according to Informed sources

"They investigated it to get out of it them­
selves, not to find out whether somebody 
else was involved." said one knowledgeable 
source.

The Washington Post .repartea yesterday 
that tbs most sensitive files of the House 
Assassinations Committee bad been rifled 
last rummer by a CIA liaison officer who bad 
been assigned to help the committee.

Tbs CIA responded by saying that the 
officer in question, Regis T. Blahut. had been 
dismissed. CLA spokesman Herbert Hera said 
the sgency wee "satisfied" that tbe Incident 
bad been simply "a matter of curiocity* on 
Blahut** part. - : ’

Source* close to tbe committee sharply 
disputed the CLA* assertions. On* said “the 
circumstantial (evidence) la overwhelming" 
that more than “ccrtouslty" wa* involved.

CIA officer Blahut, this source said, “went 
into a room where be wasn't supposed to be 
without one of our officer* being present.*

There, the source said:
"He opened a safe, and pulled out a 

drawer.
"He took a ring-binder notebook out of 

the drawer, he ripped a plastic ease out of 
tbe notebook and ba took a picture out of 
tbe plastic case.

“He fled when he beard a note, and then 
he lied about It." .

According to this source, both CIA Di­
rector Stansfield Turner and CLA Deputy 
Director Frank Carlucci were informed 
bluntly by tbe committee's chief counsel G. 
Robert Blakey, of what tbe commute* re­
garded a* tbe shortcomings of tbe CIA 
inquiry.

Hetu denied this. In a telephone interview 
yesterday, be also denied that tbe CIA had 
conducted a shortsighted, self-protective in­
vestigation. "We did check outside and insid* 
(the agency |.” he said.

Hetu also maintained that Blahut had 
every right to be In the room where the safe 
was located. \

Th* rifled safe was reserved for physical 
evidence from tbe Kennedy aasaastnstlon 
and. at tbs time, contained at least tbe 
grisly autopsy photo*. Th* saf* containing
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CIA record*  ud other nutertili that Blahut 
WM suppo*  a to ultjuud wa*  in another 
room, ao'irce*  said.

by tbe committee in its investigation of the 
assassination of President John Kennedy, 
said spokesman Herbert Hetu. "He saw the 
committee's files and picked them up. which 
was dumb." Hetu said.

After an Internal CIA investigation, he said, 
“we were totally convinced" Blahut was not 
encouraged “from outside or Inside the CIA" 
to examine private committee document*.

"That would be the Immediate question, 
but we felt certain It was just a matter of 
curiosity and poor judgement," Hetu said. 
"We dismissed the guy and that was It."

A Washington Post story in today’s editions 
quoted unnamed sources as saying the inci­
dent involved “surreptitious entry of a com­
bination safe at tbe committee's offlees." but 
Hetu said no safe was Involved as far as b* 
knew.

The Post said the safe was reserved for 
physical evidence of the Kennedy assassina­
tion. including autopsy photos, X-rays and 
the bullet said to have hit Kennedy and Texas 
Gov. John B. Connally.

There are no allegations that anything 
was taken.

Blahut could not be reached for comment 
last night, but The Post quoted him as 
acknowledging that his fingerprints had been 
found on some of the documents. However,

Committee it»I«t discovered the Incident 
one alternoon la*t  July altar a committee 
la ryer had gone into the room, with Blakey'a 
permission. to Impact aoma of the autopay 
photos. He left the room briefly to apeak with 
Blakey and returned to discover that one of 
the notebook*  he had not touched wm out 
of place.

••U it were Just curloalty. why should you 
have to take pbotovout of an unused book 
tn order to aee them? Why not Ju*t  look at 
them?" one source aald.

As for Blakey, sources said, be had always 
been "paranoid" about th*  possibility that 
some of the gruesome Kennedy autopsy 
photo*  might get out and destroy the com­
mittee's reputation.

"No on*  who haa seen tho**  photo*  would 
bar*  any doubt that they should not b*  
mad*  public." on*  aourc*  said. "Th*  on*  
thing that would have don*  ua (the Houa*  
Assassinations Committee] In would hat*  
been for thoee photo*  to be publicly released. 
We were never satisfied that someone els*  
wasn't involved."

Of th*  CIA's investigation, one source 
said, "all they Investigated was whether he 
(Blahut) had any connection with th*  
agency Iln doing what be did] . . . They 
asked (Blahut) on a polygraph [examina­
tion] whether he bad any connection with 
the agency In doing what h*  did. And h*  
passed when be said he didn't have any con­
nection. But they didn't ask whether some­
one else had authorized him to do It."

Turner enunciated the agency's view yes­
terday afternoon In one of his "Director's 
Note*''  to all CIA employees: "A media report 
today suggests that there waa something 
sinister Involving the agency and the files 
of the House Assassinations Committee. I 
want to assure you that this la simply not 
the case. Our Investigations revealed an 
error in Judgment by a contract employee as 
a custodian for CIA material with the com­
mittee. He acted alone and out of curiosity 
and was dismissed."

(From the Washington Star, Juno 18. 1979]
CIA Fars Omen Who Hino Pass

A CIA security offleer, found to have sorted 
through sensitive files of the House Assassi­
nations Committee, has been fired, an agency 
spokesman said last night.

Tbe security offleer. Regis Blahut. was as­
signed to guard CIA documents being used

CUiNljKJtOoiunzvu iu-vviu^

b*  denied any wrongdoing, citing a CIA “oath 
of secrecy" in declining to elaborate, tbe 
newspaper said.

[From th*  Washington Poet, Jun*  M, 1979] 
Hora PtoiDto CIA 'BasTKTTta' Who Row

Fnja on JFK
(By George Lardner, Jr.)

Th*  Hous*  Intelligence Committee ba*  
started an investigation of a CIA offleer'*  
snooping last year in th*  office*  of another 
congressional committee.

Member*  of th*  Intelligence Committee, 
which ba*  oversight authority over tbe CIA. 
were informed of the inquiry last week by 
Chairman Edward Boland (D-Maas). Com- 
tnltte*  staffers bad already interviewed th*  
CIA's director of security, Robert Gambino, 
about th*  incident following a report in Th*  
Washington Post.

Th*  Post, quoting informed sources, re­
ported that the most sensitive file*  of th*  
Hou**  Assassination*  Committee had been 
rifled last summer and fingerprints on them 
traced to a CIA liaison officer assigned to th*  
committee.

Tbe assignment. It has since been learned, 
was made under a CIA program code-named 
"MH/Cblld." which source*  described as en­
compassing a variety of so-called "babysit­
ting” chores.

The agency dismissed th*  liaison officer In 
question. Regts T. Blahut. last August and 
then dropped th*  matter. In a memo to all 
CIA employes last week, CIA Director Stans­
field Turner took tbe position that Blahut 
bad “acted alone and out of curiosity."

Since then, tbe CIA has also been insisting 
that Blahut, who had been employed by th*  
agency'*  Office dt Security, did not rlfl*  th*  
Assassinations Committee's files and did not 
even enter the safe where the file*  were kept.

However, the’ agency has refused to say 
what it thinks did happen, beyond describing. 
It a* —In the words of CIA spokesman Her­
bert Hetu—"something dumb."

According to Informed sources, tbe Inci­
dent took place one afternoon last July after 
an Assassination*  Committee staffer had 
suited inspecting some of the material*  in a 
combination safe reserved for physical evi­
dence of tbe 1963 assassination of President 
Kennedy.

Source*  said h*  took what he wanted and 
left th*  room. According to one version, b*  
left tbe safe door closed but unlocked; ac­
cording to another, the saf*  door might have 
been left slightly ajar. In any case, source*  
said, when be returned, be found a book of 
Kennedy autopsy photo*  inside tho safe in 
obvious disarray.

Blahut'*  fingerprint*  were found on th*  
inside door of the safe. They were also found 
on one of tbe gruesome autopsy photos, 
which had been taken out of It*  plastic case, 
sources said. The plastic case itself bad been 
torn from Its notebook binder.

, The CIA's Hetu, however, declares that 
Blahut “did not enter the safe to get tbe 
notebook."

Asked how It was then that Blahut'*  
fingerprints were found on the inside of the 
safe door, Hetu said this must have happened 
when Blahut was “putting It [the book of 
photos] back in the safe."

Asked why Blahut would do that if he 
hadn't Uken the book from the safe to begin 
with, tbe CIA spokesman aald, "I don’t know. 
Ask Blahut.”

Hetu also declined to give tbe CIA's ver­
sion of what happened. Insisting that it 
would serve “no purpose."

Blahut, who reportedly failed CIA poly­
graph teste In several important respect*  
concerning tbe incident, declined to com­
ment. He has said there Is an Innocent ex­
planation, but he has refused to say what 
that Is.

Sources said there were at least three

personnel shifts and change*  within th*  
CIA'*  Offio*  of Security following th*  incident 
last *umm*r  and th*  recent publicity ov*r  It, 
affecting, among other*,  Blahut'*  immediate 
supervisor. H*tu  said there was no oonn*c-  
Uon.

"Wet*  satisfied that what h*  [Blahut) 
did, b*  did on bl*  own." th*  CIA spokesman 
told a reporter. “None of th*  thing*  | per- 
sonn*l  shifts and resignations) you've de­
scribed had anything to do with that. . . . 
We're satisfied th*  guy did something dumb. 
He looked at a book be wasn't supposed to 
look at. And w*  fired him after we assured 
ourselves that h*  wasn't tasked [to do what 
h*  did) by anyon*  either Insld*  or outsld*  
the agency." ,

Sources clou to th*  committee maintained 
that tbe CIA’s investigation was aimed pri­
marily at getting the agency off the hook and 
was not thorough enough to eliminate sus­
picion*  that more than "curiosity" might 
have been involved.

Blahut bad been assigned to help the 
Assassination*  Committee with the CIA flies 
it needed In It*  Inquiries. Source*  described 
th*  MH/Chlld project, under which the as­
signment cams, as a sort of "babysitting" 
function that also include*  escorting visitors 
to the CIA headquarter*  building at Langley.

□ 2230 
NRTA-AARP SETS LEGISLATIVE 

PRIORITIES FOR 1979
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle­
man from Florida (Mr. Pkfpxk) is recog­
nized for 5 minutes.
• Mr. PEPPER. Mr. Speaker, the Na­
tional Retired Teachers Association and 
the American Association of Retired 
Persons are widely recognized organiza­
tions concerned with the welfare of older 
Americans. These organizations have re­
cently published their 1979 legislative 
policy and 1979-40 joint State legislative 
committee policy guidelines. This year's 
program emphasizes the Importance of 
the demographic, economic and employ­
ment trends in terms of legislative policy 
for current and future retirees and the 
Government programs which assist 
them. The National Retired Teachers 
Association and the American Associa­
tion of Retired Persons represent over 
12 million members and emphasize that 
as tbe older population expands and 
changes. Federal program*  must respond.

Because I would like to share some 
highlights of their national legislative 
objectives with my fellow Congressmen. 
I would ask that the following article be 
inserted In it*  entirety at this point in 
the Record :

Tax 1979 NRTA-AARP Ucuurni 
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1
ECONOMIC POLICY '

A*  Inflation la our major economic prob- ' 
lem. step*  must be taken to reduce drastically j 
the annual rat*  and provide tbe elderly with • 
an Increased measure of compensation tor J 
tbe Inflation lasses they suffer. C

To these ends, the federal government 4 
should coordinate monetary and fiscal poll- * 
cles. reduce government spending, balance * 
the federal budget, strongly enforce anti- 4 
trust policy, deregulate thoee economic see- I 
tor*  where price competition would be Im- 4 
proved, promote competition and productlv- C 
ity, use economic “controls" where necessary ’ 
(as in-the health sector) and develop inno- X 
vatlve "tools” to use in th*  fight against .-*  
inflation. J




