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16 August 1978

Letter,to-Employees/Ex-Employees Concerning. - 
HSCA Public Hearings

1. Scott Breckinridge has asked us to make available
a version of the contingency plan letter which meets with 
your approval. He considers that there is a growing possi­
bility that we will need it and, if we do, it will be on 
very short notice.

2. I’ve attached two letters for your consideration, 
one. for,.- employees, the other-for ex-employees. , They diff er 
somewhat to reflect the differing circumstances of the two 
groups.

In re-drafting I think I've addressed'your objection 
to the earlier version. ' '
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This letter concerns your contact with the;House Select
Committee on Assassinations (HSCA).and its staff members;
You, of-course, have .been contactea. by representatives<of

in conjunction:withiits investigation into
the deaths of President John F.. Kennedy and theRev. Martin '<
Luther King, Jr.

As part of the Agency'.s effort to be fully responsive
to/the Committee's investigation you /were ,authorized¥tos;-
disclose classified information to Committee representatives 
This /was possible because of arrangements worked out-between
the Agency and the Committee: whereby the Committee would 
obtain this information in-secure?surroundings and:handle it
properly once it was acquired.

The.Committee:has -now begun its -scheduled public-hearings
in conjunction with the investigation. These hearings rare
expected to continueover the next-several months.w The
Agency, : of course,.has no;way of-knowing whether you will be 
called to appear during these public hearings.

You are hereby advised that the Agency's agreement with ' 
the Committee under which you have: been authorized: to- dis­
close classified .information to Committee /representatives
does not extend to public.circumstances. - Consequently, you
are .not authorized:to. disclose/classified information-during
any public.hearing in- which.you may be called to appear.

If you are called’'to appear, in. these - hearings 
you are asked a question which would-require that you dis
close classified information,! you'are entitled^tolpoint'out 

^.thisi’fact’•.tofethe; Committee Handsiridicate •■that iyous«‘are?not’;
^.isauthorizedsto.arevealftclassified.Tjihformationjiinwpublic /circum 

$^W^s-^??ces YouHshould^alsoisindicate^toKthey^Committeesthatsyou 
are .quite ' PrePared to ^answer Jthe^questiohiin - an,'.executive  

^^\sfsessionXand)y6u.mayyequestithatjthe .Cominittee'^cbnvene^Such 
' • i.- ---a/session sto; hear your' resp'onse

Ifsthe.Committee .were to, insist /upon .youritestimony- at 
this’point;;you>.are5entitled>tojrequest'.-thatjtheiConmittee 
grant you.an opportunity to confer^with .the -Director^of 

£4feCentraLMnteiligencesbefore'‘<answering“-thes?question
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Yours truly,

It is my opinion that the Committee .would not continue.. 
to insist in the face of these responses from you. However,
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were it to do so, you are hereby directed not to reveal any ■ 
classified information.during a public hearing conducted by 
the Committee. You have my assurance that the Agency will' 
act promptly to intercede in support of your position, in 
the event the Committee were to continue to demand classified 
testimony of. you in .a public session.

If you are notified that you are to appear before the
‘ Committee''in these public hearings, you^are-to inform the 
' Agency of this fact promptly. Please do 'sor by making that 

^information,/available to. yours Immediate//supervisor;/^If --'you 
have questions concerning this letter, please make that fact

■ known. ;to..your:?supervisor: and ./arrangements •willbe 7made'for ' 
answering your questions.
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EX-EMPLOYEE

Dear
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The Agency's records indicate that you have been con­
tacted. by representatives of the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations (HSCA) in conjunction with the Committee's 
investigation into the deaths of President John F. Kennedy 
and the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

As part of the Agency's effort to be fully responsive 
. to the Committee's investigation, you were authorized to 
“isclose classified information to Committee representatives; 
™ls was Possible because of arrangements worked out between 
the Agency and the Committee whereby the Committee would 
obtain this information in secure surroundings and handle it 
properly once it was acquired.

. The. Committee has now begun its scheduled public -hear- 
i-n<js in. con j unction with . the investigation; These hearings 

» ar.®; expected -to .continue oyer the next:- several months; The 
.Agency, of course, has.no way of knowing, whether you will be 
called .to appear/during-these public hearings.

.. _You afe hereby advised that the Agency's’agreement with 
the. Committee under which you"have been authorized to dis­
close classified. information to. Committee 'representatives 
does.not extend to public circumstances• *

, - ----- Consequently; you
are n°t authorized to .disclose classified information during 
any public hearing in which you may be called to appear

7°“ are called to appear in these hearings, and if 
you are asked a question which would require that you dis­
close, classif ied/information ;..you;.are entitied' to•point'out

<f act-to >the Committee <and- i^
^-authorized to reveal^classified information'in-public<circum 

stances You^should.'also-indicate-to‘the-CommitteeAthatjyou ^

th'eKComSlttWS^
^^a^session^o^®ar’y°u,r>’resP°nse

... , c<»®ittee,were to insist upon your-testimony at
.this pointy you are entitled to-request‘that the’Committee

M?rant you> an\opportuni'ty to confer .with‘'the Director of
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Yours truly,
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However;
are not
informa-
You.have
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who can be

•It is my opinion that the Committee>would;not
to:.insist in theface of .these:responses/fromyou.
were: it to do•so, you are hereby reminded that you
authorized to-make 'public disclosures of/'classified
tion/in these or any other public circumstances, 
my assurance that this Agency will intercede in support of•
your.; position in the event the Committee ./were to continue to
demand classified testimony of- you in a .public session.

Of ., course, the Agency's ability to support -your-position , 
if that.were to become necessary, depends upon our being 
aware that you are being called to testify; Therefore,-if
you are.notified that you are to appear before the Committee
in these public hearings, please notify-the Agency of this 
fact-promptly. "You may do so by making a collect telephone 
call to the Agency's security duty officer
reached at;(703) 351-6161 at any time, day or night. If you 
have any questions concerning this letter.please indicate
that fact to the duty officer, who will arrange for an
appropriate Agency officer to return your call.




