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Bernord Fensterwald Jr,
ton lawyer who represented Jamss

o Washing-

McCord during Watergate and James
Earl Ray, convictad of killing Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., hoods the Committee to
invastigote Assassinations, a group of
private citizens that has investigated
the slayings of President John F. Kenne-
¢y ond others. He waos interviewed by
Washington Star SfoH Writer Mtchael J..
Satchell. ' . -

Q: The Commjnee to Investigate.

Assassinations has Jnng heen snus-
pected by some people of being some-
how connected with the CIA and you
yourself being labeled possib]y aCIA
agent or CIA plant. Are you in fact a
CIA agentof any sort?

Fensterwald: No, I'm a full-time

lawver. Neither 1 nor my partner.

have ever been affiliated with the
CIA or worked for the CIA either
with or without pay in any way,
shape or form. I have no idea where

the rumor started. { don't know any-

one that knows anything about my
history that has ever made such an
accusation. On the converse side,
going back to the early '¢0s when I
worked for the Senate as counsel for
one of their committees, I did an
investigation on thr CIA and since

| then I have represélted a number of |
' clients in cases against the CIA to the |
extent that if there’s d7is’evidence at
St

all, it all pomts in the ofiRdr du-ectxon

§
R

Q: Isir possxble that the CIA or the
FBI has evidence locked away some-
where tliat couid shed new light on
the investigations into the JFK assas-
sination or perhaps Martin Luther
King’s assassination?

A: It's always possible, and there
is considerable evidence which is
under lock and key in the National
Archives today which will remain
classified until the year 2039 unless it

is declassified by the various govern- .

ment agencies, primarily the FBI
and the CIA. In addition to that, there
are literally thousands of documents

-that the CIA did not give to the War-

ren Commission and did not go to the
National Archives which have never
been made public. A number of free-
dom of information suits have result-
ed in declassification of a part of this
material, yet we know from the index
they give us that they have a mass of
material which has never been made
public.

Q: Apart from material that might
prove distasteful or hurtful to the
Kennedy family, the JFK autepsy
photographs for example, is there
other evidence or do you feel there's
other material under lock and key
that could shed significant light on

the assassinations?
* See Q&A, G-11
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__;campaxgn statements kept reassur- .

By William Delaney

Washington Star Swaff Writer

“NEW YORK — While the Cmcm-a_.'

nati Reds were breaking hearts in
Yankee Stadium, Jimmy Carter and
President Ford were altempting to
pluck New York and Catholic heart-

strings in the rose-bedecked opu-.

lence of the Waldorf Astoma s Grand
Ballroom.

Who won the series at last mght s
annual Alfred E. Smith Memorial
Foundation dinner was difficult to

determine — in part because most of -

the $100-a-plate diners appeared to
be considerably more conservative
than the tradition generally associat-

ed with the’ New York governor. ..

whose memory was being honored.
Boldly comparing his presidentia -

candidacy to that of Democratic -

Governor Smith in 1928, and noting
that he, like the Roman' Catholic
-Smith, is being criticized for his reli-

gion and accent, the former Georgia.

governor provoked boos as well as
applause by gently suggesting that a

Ford victory might trigger another :

" Depression. - -
SMITH'S OPPONENT, Republican

‘Herbert Hoover, was “‘a decent lik-

able man who had never been elected
to statewide office,”” Carter said,
“who selected as his running mate a
senator from. Kansas, and whose

22 October 1976
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_ALL EVES TURN TO

ing: the American: people that the

_economy was-sound angd prosperxty
- was just around the corner. :

“Unfortunately, in 1928, the wrong
candidate won, andv e next year we "

- entered the Great Depression..! think

and I hope that the-results mlaht be

.-different this year.”

Ford’s earlier, briefer remams

 he left before Carter arrived — were
- closer to the apolitical spirit these

appearances are supposed to have ,
However, the President bemoaned

-the “negative tone’ of 1976 politics,
obviously a reference to any chal- -
- enger.to the status quo. -

“The celebrity-studded- benefxt dm- :
- ner -for New York area hospitals — ..
“long a “‘must’’ appearance for state-

wide politicians and near-obligatory
for presidential candidates since both
Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy .

‘spoke in 1960 -— was presided over by .

New York’s Terence Cardinal Cooke,.

. who ushered the President and Car- ..

ter to and from the stage.

" BOTH BEGAN thh essenttally the
same gag.

Ford: Sometlmes it gets confus-
ing, but it’s always nice to come back
home —to Phxladelphxa.

Carter: “It's a great pleasure to be

See CAMPAIGN, A-§

/ILLIAM

TR AT AT

'T:ﬁﬁ

"F%? i?t

TIME:" g
all 3 major
and public
WAVA-FM

‘radio;

. TOPIC:
PLACE:

College of

amsburg,

. for what be

at William

the Leagu
the first ¢
barren exc
ums, two

. tab!e.»

. MODER.
of ABC-TV.

QUESTI

‘syndicated

Maynard, !
writer; Jac

~_reau chieff

GRGUNI
except that
2% minut
questions ir

NETWO!
COVERAG
Frank Sl
coverage ¢
Nixon deba

RSN o

TWO-DOSE FLU SHOT LOOKS

By Robert Pear
. Washington Star Stalf Writer

Scientists said today that they
have apparently found swine flu vac-

cine formulations for healthy chil-"~

dren aged 3 to 17. who until now were

: conducted in about 3,100 children by
. investigators at 16 centers around
including Children’s"

the country,
Hospital in Washington, where 115

- youngsters - were- inoculated. Physi-

“cians presented the results of their

chxldren 6

- headaches

sometimes
tion with ¢
made by »
hv Merrall
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Continued From A-1

A: Well, certainly from reviewing the
index of the withheld material which they
have been forced to supply to various district
courts, you get the impression that much
very vital information is being withheld.
Again, 1 say, without knowing what that
information is, it's hard to say where it's
going to point.

Q: Can you hazard a guess as to what they
might have?

A: No, [ can't. I can only tell you so far as
the CIA is concerned a large part of the with-
steld testimony involves a trip Lee Harvey
Oswald made to Mexico just immediately
prior to the assassination. No one in the pub-
lic knows what this trip was all abeut. But we
do know that the CIA has been particularly
-sensitive with respzct to that. We do know
that there were CIA cameras taking pictures
of people going in and out of the Cuban and
Soviet embassies and they took a number of
pictures of a man they labeled Lee Harvey

~ Oswald. ¥rom looking at him, he is obviously
not Lee Harvey Oswald, but the CIA will not
identify him

public to just simply release this information
and get to the bottom of the matter once and
for all? .

A: The Committee to Investigate Assassi-
nations has urged through the years that all.
of the information with respect to the John
Kennedy assassination be. made public. The
official solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald
was a lone nut killer and that there were no
other people involved and there were no
international ramifications. And therefore,
taking that story as gospel makes it difficult
for a lawyer to see why they should cover
anything. However, there is this intense de-
sire on the part of government to keep it se-

have this sort of mania for locking the evi-
dence up you create the suspicion that there’s
more there. And I don’t think anybody at this
time outside the government knows what
happened to John Kennedy. 1 think the con-
gressional committees in time will find out.

Q: It has been 13 years since the Kennedy
assassination. Why reopen his grave?

A: It’s not really a question of reopening
his grave. I know the subject is frequently
talked about in terms similar to that. I think
that the integrity of our whole political proc-
ess is probably at stake because whether the

think that the American people — and the
polls bear this out — have a great doubt as to
whether Oswald was properly investigated.
They have a doubt as to whether Oswald was
a lone nut killer. And until their doubts can
be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very mich weakened.

to become offxczaHy mvolved in thxs ?

A: Well, it's a number of reasons. One 1
think the membershxp of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so-many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try .
to give the public a full answer. There's a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I

- think until Watergate people tended to dis-
believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
‘more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the last reluctance there lS

Q: Would it not better serve the American 7

- have been chosen I can’t see that it's going.to

" the other way.

cret, and I think in any lawsuit where you-

Warren Cemmission was right or wrong, I -

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress '

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten r1d -

‘-;Q:“I-m%
mission — 11 ti

cover-up?

A: vver I tend to belie?e they made

| SN | | PIS e cmmceab Taer Aves

t_l:lg,be conclusion they could from the evi- .

BERNARD FENaTERWALD J'R
Ray case involved “(_:onspu'acy

L
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P
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people Who were good lawyers and good
investigators and start with a clean mind and
simply go down the same road that others ©
have been going down for 12 years. They ]
chose the latter. That will take somewhat .
more time, but with the caliber of people that.*

W

e

take a matter of years. I think it will take'a .
number of months longer than it would gomg "

Q: Eunice Shriver, who of course lost two -
brothers to assassins, has said that she would "
prefer the whole thing be dropped, that the <.
investigations into JFK and Robert Kenne- '~
dy's deaths shouldn’t pe opened. How do you -
- respond when a family member expresses
this kind of a sentiment?

ety

A: Well, I think all of us feel a basic,.g,
sympathy, not only for Mrs. Shriver but also ¥
- for Mrs. Rose Kennedy and for the remaining 4
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it’s my own feels;”
ing that the question of what happened to the"
Kennedy brothers, if somethmg more than™
meets the eye did. occur, is really a matter of .
_national concern and transcends their own ; “‘
" very understandable interest in it. I think =
that the investigation certainly into P“eszdent &
Kennedy’s death can be done in such a way .
as to cause minimum grief to the family. An d
I think there’s a very good chance that this @
will happen because I think the members of o
‘the House of Representatives and the mem- ;
bers of the Church committee in the Senate e
are very well aware of the problem, and s i
‘can’t see any reason why it cannot be done 3
without tembly distasteful evidence being j
trotted out in publxc I Just don’t thmk that s
necessary L L

Q: You were the attomey for James Earl .
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that §
could clear him or alternatively to prove tbat 4
he was not the lone assassin? : ,;r

A: Itis my own personal belief that there

- was a conspiracy. I think that the questiom n
. would be resolved if James Earl Ray wele =

given a trial. I think most of us in the United
-, States, most of the public certainly, and al-=
most all of Washington that I know were site.
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted>
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year !
- term without a trial. It came as a great shock a
to.most people and I think most people were .
rather disappointed in'a crime of this magni- I
~.tude a man would not in fact stay for a Jury
* trial. I spent six years trying to achieve this. -
I must confess I.was unsuccessful, but it is“

! very possible that this investigation of the <
House of Representatives would achieve in a +

lot shorter penod than six years what we .
were unable to do in the courts.- =~

: 1
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be sativfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem ar e credibility of the government is
very fu..... weakened. -

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress

to become officially involved in this?

A: Well, it’s a number of reasons. One, I
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try
to give the public a full answer. There’s a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, 1
think until Watergate people tended to dis-
believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature.. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten r1d :

" would be resolved if James Earl Ray were .
- given a trial. I think most of us in the United [

.. States, most of the public certainly, and al-~
most all of Washington that I know were sime-

raritenaes tmaaaniay

trotted “ut in pubhc 1 )ust don't th.mk that
necesr .

Q: You were the attorney for James Ea'rl
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that
could clear him or alternatively to prove tbatv*
he was not the lone assassin? n

L B T I RV

A: It ismy own personal belief that there
was a conspiracy. I think that the question

ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted™
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year 4
term without a trial. It came as a great shock 2
to most people and I think most people were .
rather disappointgd in a crime of this magm-

tude a man would not in fact stay for a jury *

-~ trial. I'spent-six years trying to achieve this. «
s 1 must confessT was unsuccessful, but it is *
very possible that this investigation of the 5
House of Representatives would achieve in a

of the last reluctance there is -
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Q: Isit concez’vable that the Warren Com-, _
mission — in the interests of national security
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— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover—up’ .

A: As a lawyer [ tend to believe they made
the best conclusion they could from the evi-
dence at hand. We know of so much key evi-
dence that was either withheld or destroyed
that you get a general feeling that they had
only a relatively small part of the really’
important material. For example, Lee Har-
vey Oswald wrote a threatening note to an
FBI agent shortly before the assassination.
In a matter of an hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent flushed it
down the toilet. Now this was never reported
to the Warren Commission. There are certain
people who can link Oswald and Ruby, and
this material was never passed to the com-
mission. So I think it’s a very harsh judgment
to say that this very distinguished bunch of

‘Americans — including the chief justice of

the United States — purposely did not reach
the proper concluswn

Q: How long will it take the House to inves-
tigate this affair and come to some sort of a
conclusion. Will 1t be years away, do you
feel?

A: No, I don’t think it will be that far away.
The House of Representatives had two basic
roads they could have followed. They could
have taken their staff members, people who
were thoroughly familiar with the subject but
equally opnuonated or they could start thh

Iot shorter period than six years what we -
were unable to do in the courts.
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tudents, Teachem Arreste

ANNESBURG — Riot police rgfided a
high sghool in Soweto, a large black
10 mildg south of Johannesburg,
arrestedy all students and teac
building. \ - '

Police

id police used four
large vans to carry awayfthose arrested.

' at the school, a num-
d into the classrooms
chers and other stu-
aper The World re-

ber of students ru
and warned their
dents, the black
ported. ) /
It saxd the r

1ed riot police in camouflage
battle dresgfpatrolled parts of central Johan-

mid rumors of possiple racial un-
restm the'city.

rely precautionary’ an
ipility of trouble was slight.

Pglice have been on alert in thé central
iness distict of Johannesburg, the Ration’s
mmercial capital, ever since do
bm'nonstrat}ons by black youths in Sefem-
er. - .

1

Q: The FBI is now known to have hounded .
Martin Luther King and there has been
speculation that the FBI may have some wayu
been involved in his death. Do you subscnbe -
to this possibility ?

.....

and I have <een in both the John F. Keunedy.
case and the Martin Luther King case that
one has to be careful to distinguish between «
the crime and the investigation. ! think in the £
Martin Luther King case that the FBI be-
cause of its animosity for Dr. King may not*
have made what we would consider their best-
effort to investigate it. But we have made a’;
long jump from that possibility to the possi-

‘blity that we had anything to do with Kkilling. -

It seems to me that these are questions that”

- gave the congressional commmittee the’

powers that they have. I don't really know
lhat speculating gets anywhere.

Q: Your Committee to I vestigate Assessp
nations, what do you think it has been ab;e o
accomphsh ? Why was it formed? o

-

A: It was formed for two basic reasons..

" One was to get the critics of the Warren Com--

mission to coordinate their efforts. The basic®
aims of the group were to gather information-
to keep the subject of John Kennedy’s assas-~
sination alive until we could convince the”
Congress to reopen their own investigetion.”

" Fortunately, I think we've been very success-¢

ful. The subject has been kept alive. As the.
climate in the country changed, the climate®

in Congress changed, we were able, with the*

help of a ot of other people, 10 persuade thc*n
go in with a full-fledged investigation. We'ifi-
tend to,turn over all of our investigation to
them and to give any other assistance. '

Q: There’s been an eternal fascination witit*
John F. Kennedy’s murder. Do you think
when or if the House investigation reaches its.
conclusion that will lay to rest finally the
speculation?

Al believe that if this House committee
continues to get the support in the next Con-
gress that they have in the last months of this:
Congress, that they will investigate this kill<
ing thoroughly. I think they will cull out the
leads, I think they will look at all the evi~
dence, and if after that length of time and.
that length of investigating, they conclude.
that the Warren Commission was correct, I
certainly think that 99.9 percent of the people
will be satisfied. I must say that in all hone’ss!
ty, I know of a few people who are neyer.
going tc be satisfied, at least you can never: .
satisfy all of them becausc they each have a:
particular theory And these theories are.
internally inconsistent if nothing else. But I
think that as a practical matter that if a con>
gressional commmittee, and if not this one,
mavybe the Senate commumittee or maybe both
of themn, will attack the job they are supposed

todo, I thmk that most of the doubrts, if not- d“

of _them will be ]ald to rest P
i’n :
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