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- LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

U.S. ITousE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Surecr CoMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS,
L Washington, D.C., December 31, 1976.
Ion. Epvunp L. Hexspaw, Jr., :
Clerk, U.S. House of Lepresentatives, Washington, 1).C.

Drar Mr. HuxsHaw: On behalf of the ¥Touse Select Conunittee
on Assassinations and pursuant to the mandate of House Resolution .
1540, I am transmitting herewith to the llouse of Representatives the
report of the committee representing the results of the cominittre’s
investization and study since its inception on September 17, 1976. The
report includes the recoinmendations of the committee with respect
to continuad investigation by the House of Representatives of the
assassinations of Jolwm I Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

I would iike, nt this time, to express the deep appreciation of the
committee to the cominittee stafl for its excellent work on this phase
of the Select Committee’s investigation.

1 note, on my retirement from the ITouse of LRlepresentatives, the
fine start which has been made on this investigation, for whose initia-
tion I have worked over the past years. It is my sincere hope that the

' "~ House will see fit to proceed with the investigation in the same

thorough and prolessional manner in which it has begun.

.,.3 Siuncerely,
‘Tuomas N. Dowxing,
: Chairman.
Enclosure: Repotit.
. : (ny A
1
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941m Coxcress | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Rrvorr
2d Session b No. 941781

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIOXS O THE .
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Decevzer 31, 1976.—Committed to the Committee 6f the Whole House
on the State of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. Dowxixec, from the Select Committee on Assassinations
submitted the following
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- ' . 1. INTRODGCTION

. Twelve years have passed since the Warren Comumission released”
) : its report finding that Lee Flarvey Oswald was the sole assassin of
President Jobhn If. Iennedy. . o
: Eicht ycars have passed since Judge W. Preston Battle of the
L Shelby Counly, Tenn., Criminal Court accepled James Xarl Ray's
C plea of guilty to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr. .

"The passage of time has not healed the national tramna caused by -
these assassinations. In the ensuing yéars, old doubts have remained - | .
Jand new disturbing questions have been raised as additional evidence
has come to light. . . ‘ T . A

The following are just a few examples of these new issues:

(1) Did the Central Intelligence Agency deliberately avoid furnish-
ing critical inlormation to the Tederal Burcau of Investigation which
would have resulted in the surveillance of Lee Ilarvey Oswald prior . . .
to the assassination of President Kennedy? If so, why? - | : -

(2) Was critical evidence withheld from the Warren Commission? - B ‘ .
If so, why? : : . N : o

The U.S. Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Opera- ' SR
w _tloms, 1n a xeport veleased April 23, 1976, concluded that the per-

T ‘ formance of U.S. intellicenco agencies was defective both with respect - o
: : 1o the investioation of the assassination of President Iiennedy as ' T
- well as the reporting to the Warren Commisston, That report states Lo e
: in part: R e AR
i -+ In the days following the assassination of President e
- Konnedy, nothing was more important to this country - : .
than to determire the facts of his death; no one single event | . Lt
‘ has shaken the country more. Yet the evidence the Com- S
mittee has developed suggests that, for different*reasons, _— C
both the CIA and the TBI failed in, ar avoided carrying - .-
out, certain of their responsibilitiés in this matter.” ~ o .
ES ® x0T # * . % ok
The Committee emphasizes that it has not uncovered .
P © ‘any evidence sufficient to justify a conclusion fhat there wasa
i . ‘ .+ cougpiracyto assassinate President -Kenunedy. The Com- L
- . roittee, Tias, however, developed cvidence which impeaches o
the process by which the intelligence agencies arrived at their ‘
"own conclusions about the assassination, and by which EE .
they provided information to the Warren Commission. . ‘ S
This cridence indicates that the investigution of the assassina-
tion was deficient and thut facts which might have substantially . '
effected the course of the invesligation were not provided the . .
Warren Commission or those indwiduals within the I'BI and Lo .
T CIA, as well as other ugencics of Government who were charged . R
with investigating the assassination. (¥inphasis supplied.) : : .
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(3) There are reports of intensive surveillance of Dr. Martin Luther
King by domestic intelligence agencies, including the ¥BI. Who and
where were these agents at the time of Dr. King's assassination? Do

commit it? Was {his surveillance dcliberately curtailed prior to the
assassination? And, if so, why? T o

" (4) There are reports that there were unusual transfers of personnel
by the Memphis Five and Police Departments on April 3 and April 4,

. 1968, which may or may not have ailected the security of Dr. ling.

If so, why were these transfers made and at whose direction?

Over the years repeated disclosures of agency misconduct, foreign
nssassination at{empts, concealed information, destruction -of cvi-
dence and possible deliberate misinformation have fostered among
our citizens an_ensuing lack of confidence in"Governent ageicies,”
T As a resilt, there has been a growing cense of national coiicern

. *they have any evidence concerning the assassination or any plans to -

= S

about the adequacy and integrity of. the original investizations. The .

istory of thegc assassinations has demonsirated that-the passage o
history of thes t hasd trated that tl wge of

“more time will ouly increase that concern, and only a thorough and

definitive inquiry at this time will resolve the growmmg doubts, -

On September 17, 1976, the House of Representatives rose to this
challenge. It created the Select Comimittec on Assassinations (11, Res.
1540) with the mandate to conduct & “full and complete investigution
of the circumstances surrounding the death of John . Kennedy and
the death of Martin Luther Iing, Jr., and of any others the Sclect
Committec shall determine.” e ' T :

The members of the Select Committee recognized the need to re-
solve certain preliminary matters in the 3 months remaining before
the close of the 94th Congress. With a realistic .ap%)raisnl of the task:

vy,

in mind, stafling and budget levels were determined. Threshold inves-

" tigative Inquiries were begun. With the advent of the new Congress

the committee is now prepared to proceed with the investigation.

- The committee undertook ¥t legislative mandate with the recog-
nition of its responsibility to the American public. The purpose of
this mandate is to investigate and provide the facts relating to both
assassinations and to do so in a2 manner which will be crediple, pro-
fessional, ethical and will reflect well on the integrity of Congress.

Pursuant to {his mandate, the committee will make recommenda~
tions regarding the adequacy of existing laws relating to the assassina-
tion of the President of the United States, conspiracy, deprivation of
civil rights, and the investigatory quthority and capahility of agencies
ond departments of the United Sthtes governmment:. .

The committec has received widespread support for this legislative
investization. An assistant counsel to the Warren Commission, citing
recent disclosures of documents which were withheld from the Warren
Commission, strongly urged the reopening to the investigation. lle

stressed that “the conduct of the Commission and of the agencies upon’

which it relied should be carefully examined and any new information
be fully pursued.” - . ‘ .
The important questions, he said, are “not only how and why Presi-
dent Kennedy was assassinated, but how such events can be cffectively
investigated.” He was joined by another assistant counsel to the
Warren Comemission who Jas endorsed “a full and thorough investiga-

tion of both assassinations.”
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- In the case of the King assassination, the committee was provided
with the resulls of n 1975 juvestigation conducted by the Atlauta, G,
Burcau of Police Services. ‘T'he report states in part: % ® * ¢ven o
cursory cxaminntion of certain information presented to us clicits
some very interesting series of coiacidences which would appear to
merit investigation by appropriate agencies.” The report wges that
a new investigation be undertaken in order to reach “a more delini-
tive position on the circumstances surrounding the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr.” :

"I, POE COMMITTEE'S INTTIAL ACTIONS

"The committee’s first task was the selection and appointment of a

‘chief counsel and divector. . :

The committee ohtained the services of Richard éi §;m‘,~§mxe. Mer.

Sprague served as IMirst Assistant District Attorney ol Philadelphia,

Comunonwenlth of Pennsylvn‘nia us prosecuting altorney in more
than 10,000 criminal trials. Serving as Special Prosecutor for Washing-

ton County, Pa., he was responsible for the investigation and subse-

quent prosecution of the Yablonski murder cases, As Special Assistant
to the Attorney General of the United States, he was respounsible for
the conviction of W. A. “Tony”’ Boyle, the-deposed. president of the
United Mine Workers. -~ 7 e S

"~ The cominittee considered the neccessity of moving expeditiously
on both investigations. It felt that new cvidence pertaining to either

-

- Pa., from June 1966, until December 1974, IIe has represenicd the -

the Kennedy or King assassination-should be pursued immediately, .

that further delay would be unwarranted. - ,
. Thus, the committee decided to pursue each investigation simul-

taneously. It organized itself into two subcommittees: one, chaired

by Walter 1. Fauntroy to direct the King investigation; the other,
chaived by Richardson Preyer to pursue the Kennedy probe. All
members of the Full Committee will bhe active in both investigations.
The committee agreed upon the need for a staff of 170. This figure
provides for two investigative teams of approximalaly’15 altorneys
and 25 investigators each. It is-the intention of the commitice to
recruit the best talent within this Nation. The committee believes
it can attract dedicated professionnls in the field of criminal investiga~
tion with broad experience and ability, who will view this call as a
orolessional challenge. as well as an opportunity for public service.
Substantial progress has been made in this area. o .
Finally, the committee decided unanimously not to conduct the
investigantions under deadlines. One reason for this is to avoid a
situation where an agency, individual or group might engage in
delaying tactics in an attempt to outlast the committes. :

The Warren Commission, which was under intense pressure to

resolve the question of responsibility for the Iennedy assassination
quickly, produced its final report withia 10 months. That Cornmission
did not bave an independent investigative staff and conducted its
proceedings in closed hearings. These factors, which may or may

not have mfluenced the outcome of the Commission’s investigation,

bave nevertheless contributed to the increasing challenges to that
Commission’s conclusions. i : . .
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e - With the passage of time since the original investigations, there is
no longer the pressure to arrive at quick conclusions. The Sclect
Commuttee, with the advantage of hindsight, with independent
investigators, and without urtificial deadlines, will conduct the full,
dispassionate, and conprehensive investigation that is necessary. - -
To_the _extent that it_does not impede ov impair_the integrily of (
the_Investiration, the conmittes intends to_hold_open__hestings..
These sessions will be held as the investigations ]emll to verifiable
conclusicns, which cither prove or disprove prior findings or allega-
tions. In observing the various witnesses and being able to observe
» . - their demeanor and judge their credibility, the American public will
PR Lo have a greater hasis for confidence in ultimate couclusions. These
T L sessions will also enable the public to observe the investigation as it
N unfolds. ' : S
e .- _JI. PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSES °

L . Tn the 3 months since its establishiment the Select Committce has
. initiated preliminary investigations into new and previously un-

o - © pursued leads in both assassinations. While we cannot yet verify
ST the results of our preliminavy investigations, we can provide two

: s cxamples which ave representative of the investigative activity that

: e I T the committee has undertaken. o : .

Do On November 26, 1976, committee staff questioned extensively .

an ex-CIA azent regarding his personal knowledge of conversations

between I.ce Harvey Oswald and personnel within the Soviet and

1 Cuban IEmbassies in Mexico City. - : S
As a result of the initial qgueslioning, members of the Kennedy

Subcommittee held an executive session on November 27. Based on

information obtained during the hearing, staff members were dis-

patched to Mexico where they located and interviewed new wilnesses.

These witnesses had nover heen sought out before by any investiga-,

; tive body, notwithstanding the fact that they had important informa-

i tion concerning stiteiients by Tee Harvey Oswald in Meéxico within ~—

60 days of the assassinytion of Président Kennedy, . = 7 .

i With respect to the assassination of Dr. King, committee counsel .
obtained relevant information from a witness who had never been
‘interviewed’ before by any investigative agency. This witness has
stated that James Earl Ray related to him the fact that after Ray
{led to Europe, Ray confacled another persor from whom he feceived

_ -, further instructions to aid ip his continuing flight. : _—

; T In other areas of inquiry) committee staff has intervicwed persons

¥ ~ with new relevant information who had never been contacted by any

: investirative agency. The comumittee intends to continue {o pursuo
such information. o o

Tn addition fo pmsuing other new investigative Jeads, the com-

-ittee has been conducting an intensive analysis of the evidence
: available in both assassinations in erder to define and determine the

i nature and scope of the inquiry. - . -

With respect to the Nennedy investigalion, the chief connsel

: presented the committee with a list of hundreds-of questions which

must be resolved. The committee also has identified several hundred

wilnesses who must be interviewed. ~
The committec has taken positive steps to insuve thatit will prescrve
all relevant materials in the possession of investigative agencies. It has

[PO——
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issund sev’gml subpenas duces tecumn to insure evidence will be made
available.Zl e committce has been informed that the Central Intelli-
eence Agency alone is in possession of mare than 60 cavtons of uater-

o ials relating to the assassination.of President Kennedy and the activi- |
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to that assassination.) . i

With respect to the assassination of Dr. King The commillee’s - o o

-initial examination of the events and circumstances during the period '
v ' of James Earl Ray’s escape from prison iu Missouri in 1957 until his
' capture and subsequent extradition from Iingland in 1963 gave rise to
hundreds of guestions. The conunittee has completed a detailed analy-

. sis of the stipulations of fact contained in the guilty plea of Ray in
March 1969. -The committee noted that duving the.course-of the plea :
proceedings, Ray rose to advise the court that he did not concur with .
statements made by both the State prosecutor and his own attorney, :

. that there had not been a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. S
» The committee does not mean o imply thal there was or wasnot o R '
. conspirrcy. 1t merely indicafes that tlns 1s one of the areas Which . S
: Tﬁﬁﬁiﬁ?f urther investigation, especially in view of the failure to olitan : B T I
a [ull statement of involvement from Ray by the Tennessee authorities. e . e
. Two staff mewnbers of the Select Commiitee traveled to Memphis, ' )
Tenn., and compiled & 76-page index of materials contained in only O
one of the evidentiary files. The IFFederal Burcau of Investigaution has - . s o
advised committee staff that it has mmore than 80 volumes of materials T .
on the assassination and subsequent investigation into that assassi- o : :

. nation. o Cie e e ot - S

To insure the preservation of certain ¢vidence and documents the R
" Select Committee voted and issued @ total of 12 subpenas duces tecum ~ |, EETEURREIN W
related to evidence in the asassination of Dr. King. R ’ . .
- “The Select Committee is cognizant of the significant accomplish- © - . |-, Lo
ments of other independent investigations by the Congress. A quan- ' S
tum of cvidence relevant to our investigations has been accumulated N ERTE
by various cominittees and select commuttees of the House of Repre- LT
santatives and the Senate. To date, contacts by committee stafl have w
demonstrated a willingness on the part of both Ilouses of Congress, . Lt

their Members end various committces to cooperate in making those '

: materials available to this committee. = - IR

. . On the basis of these numerous aveas of inquiry and the necessity . S
- . _to preserve cvidence already wunder subpena, the Select Committee '
unanimously. recommends to the 95th Congréss that the Select Com- R
: mittee on Assassinations be immediately reestablished to continue A
E the ifivestigation. -~ = o = Lo .

RSV

’ . . . Y

Ceemay -

1V. STATF AND BﬁDGET REQUIREMENTS

- The comnittee wishes to emphasize that the unprecedented natuve ‘
of the task identified in House Resolution 1540 makes past methods I
of determining the Select Committee’s budget inappropriate. R
The coramittee feels strongly that the integrily oil tlus investigation R
is contingent upon the indepéndence of our investigative efforts. The '

: executive branch agencies, which were utilized in the past, ave the- : .
- very agencies whose previous performance may be the subject of a- TR R

part of this investigation. The committee, thercfore, cannot employ
- the services of the executive branch agencies. Both the size of the , _
staff and the budget requirements are predicated on the necessity of S
conducting a comprebensive, impartial investigation. ‘ ‘ e

n e s ammeas un —— ey e e
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The -¢omimitice submits the following comparative. analysis of
budget and stafiing levels of certain previous investigations as a
standard by which our recommendations may be measured.

- - |Warren Commission. Lo T

“Stafl: 83. LT T .
- Durafion: 10 months. * * o

The Watrein Coliiinission did not possess an indepehdent investiga-
tive staff. For investizative purposes, they relied on the Federal
— jintelligence agencies. We have beert able to amass the followhig figures,
~Jwdicating the Jevel of support provided to the Warren Commission -
by each agency. , ST :
P | FBI: Provided 150 full-time agents who in turn conducted 25,000
P L interviews and submitled 2,300 reports toinling 25,400 pages. They
o also provided secretarial and clerical assistance. : o

i QIA: Provided 12 full-time and part-time professionals. They also
o provided 8ecretarial and clerical g8SIStaNGe. T .
F . Seeret Service:Provided over 060 Tull-time professionals who con-
- o dueled 1;5507 intervicws and ‘submitted SO0 reports totaling 4,600
IR & _ pages. They also provided secretarial and clerical assistance. :
P . Justice Department: Provided at least 4 {ull-titne professionals.
S ‘ S o tile Deparyiment: Provided certain professiondl support. -

R S PR e S DN
J

T NPT L

.

. . o, em;
B | ST Estimates that between: their Internal Security Inspection
. T Service and their Intelligence Division, they provided 6 stafi-years of

IR support. ’ ) : i - e
E I'BI Investigation Lle: Palty Hearst - - . . .
The only figures available for this investigntion are for the first 3-
: month pertod. During this initial 90-day span, the ¥BI spent $2,600,-
o - 000. Figures for the number of staff employed are-also unavailable.

New York State Special Nursing Home Investigation '
. 'This investigation of sbuse of the medicaid program by nursing
) “homies has a total staff of 421. The stafl includes 65 Jawyers, 156
‘ ‘ auditors, 100 investigators, and 100 support personncl. Its present
© vearly budget is §6,000,000. 1n addition it utilizes 40 sitting grand
_ juries, the cost of which is not included in the $6,000,000.
The commitiee fecls that the staff and budget requirements it has
] identified nt the end of this report arc at minimal levels necessary to
g conduct comprebiensive and independent investigations of the assassi-
nation of President Kennedy and Dr. Xing, .

‘.

-
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V. RECOMMENXDATIONS

The commitiee end, indecd, the 94th Congress by the passage of i
JHouse Resolution 1520 recognized that there are many lingering :
doubts as to the comprehensiveness and eredibility of prior investiga-
tions into each of these assassinations. The questions which arvise from™ .
even a preliminary analysis and investigation are legion. ‘Thus, the -
Select Committee unanimously and unequivocally recommends:

i ot (1) That the House of Representatives immediately move to con-
‘ H tinue the nvestigation of the circumstanees surrounding the death of |
President John F. Kennedy and the death of Dr. Martin Luther \

King, Jr. :

ER L TORTE T
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(2) That the House immediately re-e s(uban lhb Scleet Commilten
to insure that cvidence which is eurrently under sabpoenn will remain
intact aud under the continuing (onllol of the Tlouse and 1o insure
that there 1s no delay in the ongoing nvestigntions. »

(3) That the lHouse approve the budnm as sct forth herein.

Select Commiltee on Assassinations— Budgel summary, 1977

L St S e e e e e e e e —m e e mm—— e ————— 83, (335, K00
L Travel—JDomestiCe . o o o e e e e 1, 684, 200
L Travel—Intornationalo o oo ... Mmmmmm e f— 180, GUo
SV, Constltant Serviees . mm e e e e —m——————— 155, 000
V. Wi nesse e v me e e mm i m——cm— —— o n —————— 78, 900
VI Stationery avd supplies_ o . s 117, 000
VIL Telzphone and telegraph ... _._.__ y 425, 000
VI1IIL l.qulpment.—l’mcn'\:e ........... ——————— : 34, 350
IX. Byaipment—Tense. ool . .0 e —— e e —m - 141, 000
X. Reproduction, pnutmo, and graphicg-c-oaev mmmleecececaa- 25, 000
XI. Bouks and periodicala _____________ 5, 000
CNXIL MiscellaneouS o o v i e c e —— . ——— 50, 000
Y 1 .Y D S S U AP Limeedeceaaeaaoa 0, 531, 050
I Salaries: : - 3 :
. _\ (1) duector-____.;_-..-__--____..-____-Lf.".. ..... P, © 39,600
B. (o) deputy chief counsels at $36,000 - L. 108, 000,
. (1) chief investigator. ..o ocaicao- o mcememwie - . 80,000
7. (30) stalf counsels (14 prade 3 at 'S2‘3 000 tov $34,000; E
12 grade 2 at $20,000 to $28, 000 4 gr.n(.e 1 at . :
QIZ,OOO 10 $20,000) - oo o i 832, 000

L. (50) staff mvnsh"utms (2 deputy chiefs at S3 0000 '
16 grade 3 at 524,00() to $28,000; 1Ggrade2 '\tQIS 000
: to §24,000; 16 grade 1 at S12,000 to $18,000). - __. - 1, 084, 000
F, (5) legal unit - (1 -deputy chief counsel nt 836,000; .
2 grade 3 at $2 QOOO to .834,000;-2 grade 2 at

" $20,000 t0 $28,000) oo oo " 152,000

G. (&{D)] documf»nt nmlwns and research unit (1 chief of

: unit at £34,000; 2 deputy chiefs of unit-at §24,000 .
to 8§30, ()00 4 senior researchers at S18§, 000 to e .

- §24, 000 7 staff researchers nt $10,000 to blS 000;-

. 11 document clerks at 48,000 to %1 ,000; 1 senior

- computer analyst at S_.’u,OUO 4 computer 'tn'ﬂ)stq at

’

.

816,000 £0 $20,000) - Lo - oty m e m e ——
H. (4) polygmph/l’bn unit (4 at §30, 000) _______ e lecne- 120, 0LV
1. (2) security unit—=S30,000 and \lb 000 e - 40, 000
Jo (9) admlmatntne/hudneb unit (I ‘chief administrator ) .-
nt. $34,000; 1 chief clerk at $25,000; 2 executive =~ ' .
assistants at $25,000; 2 task force  managers al
$18,000; 1 CdltOI‘/hlal‘Oll'ln at 8$22,000; 1 pubhc‘ :
i information officer at $34,000; 1 bud"et omcer :
at §$30,000) - e cmemm i ilgacan 231, 030
I (39) semetarm\/clem.ﬂ (35 at, $10, 000 to $16, 000)-__-- . 490,000 .
Total (170)_..-_.._'.__.. ..... et o cmmume 3,633, 600
: - ' Emm——meee
I1. ‘Travel—Domestic: ‘ ' ’
’ ~A. Atturneys/investigators - (S0 tr.wchng——2 times per
month, 5-day duratnon)
.lmnspmtntmn—l 0920 trips at $400.___.._... ~ 7GS, 000
Per dien—1,920 trips at $250 el 480, 000
Subtotal e e lem S e -1, 248, 000

e

LN

497, 000

N
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T . 11. Travel—Domestic—Conlinued
. B. Chicf, deputy counsels, polygraph/P’SIS unit, legal.
] N unit and admmnsfm{nc (15 traveling—3 hm«,s per
. A . month, 3-day duration): - e
S . . . e I‘mucportatwn—ow trips at S400_ ... ——— 216 000
U .-+ Per diem—540 trips at §150. o ncmcacans - 81, 000
- SUBEOLAL - o oo e e e e amae - 297,000
C. Document analysis and research unit (5 trav e.m"——ls B
i h time per month, 5-day duration): | -
P . : . ‘ AN " “Trarsportation—60 trips at $400. e 24, 000
Co . . SR Per diemn—060 trips at $250 <o maes 15, Q00
b N , Ce . Subletal.__.__.. e eme e ——— 39, 000 : ]
! S . D. Committec members: K ‘f- . : '
i : Full Committee (2 meetings—2-day duration): . '
; Transportation—22 trips 8t §450. . ... 9, 900
S o ’ - B Per diem—22 trips ot 3100 _aoo_ 2,200
te . o o Subconnmttcc—e\ecntx\eW«mns (2 tm\ehng-3 .
i ' B - times per month, 2-duy duration):
. i . o L ) ; l‘mncpormtnon—-d rips at $450. o oo arnn 32,400
} ) . : : e Per diem~—72 trips at olOO_---_-.._---..-.-- : 7, 200
,f'j S - . Suhtotal.. e em wm——e 51,700
; E. Steno"npluL]secrohr,ql/clencal (2 l,ra.vehng-—s tm\es—-—_—_—.
per month, 2-day duration): o
. ~Transportation—72 trips at $400. . ... 28, 800
i ; . . Per dlem——72 trips at $100-c e e eiaaaea 7,200
- ) - o - X L B B . . e e
| + L o :  Subtolal e e eeoeC. . 36,000
F. Local tm\ el—stafl (Waslun"ton, D.C., 850 per day-_ - :
i 4imes 250) e cmccee e em e cm e e e e e —acnmamm———— 12, 500
iy Total e e ememmen e mam——-— 1, GS4, 200
I ’ Y - e
o - III. Travel~—Intcrnational:
i . A. Comnnitlee members and staff (8 t.m\elm" 1" times
;! per year, 3-day duration):
il : : . '1ran~porl.ahon—96 trl)a at §1, 500-. - oo . ——— 144, 600
R} . ...~ .. Perdiem—96 tripsat §375 - ioceo . ———— 36, 000 .
T _ Totgl,;..‘;_,-;_.:._--------_-T;_-..--..-~-.-.-_ 180, €00
.l -+ IV. Consulient services: IR _
It . A. Forensic (i.c. medien), ballisties). . _ f
i T S 1 8 L\perts-—ﬁngcn)nmm,f’t, hundvwriting, document an-
i . alysis, criminalists (i fiber, bair, clothin z), nentvon
! o activation unalysts, \'mce prmt electtomc, phuto- ' I
i ' graphic. . ) :
i . R ¢ X Trancla(orq—-—numow~ual ctc. .
- 7" Fee: 1,000 man-days 84 8100 . < oo oococoaaeen 100, 000
v Teavel (100 trips—3-day dursiion): |
¥ Transportation—10C trips at $400- e oo 40, 600 : .
i : ’ v Per diem—7100 trips at $150 o ocnaaeaan 15, 0G0 :
i S
4 _ Total. oo eiemc e cceaas———— "~ 155,000
o, =Ty
| Vs Witnesses:
iR A. Travel (78 tup* 3-day dur: .hon) : .
S ‘ Travsportation—78 trips at $400. oo mree e o 31,200
5 Per dicn—78 tnp< CYARS Bl | AR 11, 700
i B. Security: 120 days ut €300, c ccmcecccecmcncccaaraa 36, 0L0
1 Ce—— .
:t Total e cccee——casacmemanmea—— 78,900
i?
i!l
kY
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YI. Stationery and supplies: -
A, Startup allowance, 170 Limes 5300 ............. leeme
B, Resupply, 170 times S300. . et
C. bpccm{ suppliessuchus tapes,ete_cn ool -

VIL Tclcphone and telegraph:
Bnsic 8erviCe o o o e e oo -

B Long distance—300 days times S1, 2.)0 ..............
'1ou\L-__-_-_...._--..__,..,_-._---__'._-_, ...........

(Note: The basic service amount has been fur-

nished by the Chesapeake-Potomac Telephone -

Co. representntive. Long distance charges have
been estimated at 250 calls per day at an av em"e
cost of 'S5 per call.) N

L

.«VIII Lqmpnu.m—-purchw;e 4 .
~ A. Tape recorders (23 at 0§150 2 at S”GO) ________ m——— 4,350
. B. Cameras, projectors, screen, etc._ .- P P, 2,000
* C. Polygraphs (2 at 94,800)_--_-____.-; _______________ 5, 600
© . D. Stress evaluators (2at $4,000) o ns §, 000
‘E. Miociphone recording devices (2at52,200)cccccccaan 4, 400
1‘ Secunty devices for ‘staff officea______-__.-_-__..--..-_ 10, 000
T T G SR S “ . 84,350
IX qm mmt—-Leme ) oL .
. ? "Xerox—3 at Sl2,00’) ______________________________ 36 000
B. IBM Memory Ty pewriter—2at §2,500. . onlcvoncn 5, 000
- C. Computer 5ervices. . o cm oo cecmmen m—e———— 100, 000
’ TomL,_.-__-_-.' _________ e e ——————— 141, 000
_{Note: The major port,xon of the commitlee’s coin- :
puter service needs will be handled through the
~ facilities of the Committece on Ifouse Administra- .
. tion, The direct charges to the Seleet Comumittee
will be $57,600 for computer ‘terminals. There will
be other char zes which have yet to be determined
by the Committee on House Administration.)

CX. Reproductions, printing, and graphics: This allowauce & - .
needed for the development of films, cnlargements, specinl e
printing, art work, graphics, etee oo nnanaaaean . 23, 060

lI Books/periodicals: This amonnt is needed for books, lxtumtuxe,
periodicals, newspapers, 646 - o oo eacmeenbnan 5, 000
"{II ‘Miscellaneons: Contingency allowance (this amount is a con- )
tingency allowance representing npproumntely 1'percent oi
‘the butzet to allow for undercstimating in ithe various ex-
* pense cntr gories and to prowde for mmnhclp'tted expenses).. 50, GOO
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ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF IIEL\ RY B GONZ'&LF 7

I completely suppos vt the recom: m,ndatmn of the commxttco, m"e
that the ¢5th Congress innnediately reestablish it, and that n budm,t,
be approved in the full nmount requested. |

Il cver a leg: islative effort began with less ])romxse, it was the work
of this Select Comnuttee. The cmnunttee began its work in thy waning
days of the 94th Congress, had no staff, no oihccs, no time to organize
properly, and no time to prepare or carry out the study it was com-
missioned to do. The committee has, howe\er accomph\hcd moxe
than anyone could have thought possible.

Tirst, the committee has <ccmcd the scrvices of an oulsi mdmo
chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague; heé is one of the most cfleclive and
respected 111wsuun,tmn m-the country today. The committee has also
been able to hire o {eam of c\ccptmnn]ly uble investigators, vesearch-
ers, and attoineys. Lhere is absolutely no doubt that Mr. Sprague
and his Staff can conduct a completely independent, dnspawon'xtc,
oluochve, and thoroughly professional study, given time nml udcqu.ttc
support.

&!1 the very short time available, the committee ]ms oblnmcd a
substantial amount of information and evidence, and placed these

under jts control. Recenrchem and investigators have cowpiled, and

indexed an immense amount of aterial, initinted some investigations,
and most important, prepared the monnd for the sustained effort
ahead.

" Second, the committec has deﬁued its Job and has a clear idea of how

itistobe accomp]bhed

The committes does not intend to prove or. disprove any them-v
concerning the assassinations it will study. Instead, the committee
will conduct a com sletely new, independent, study. Tt will begin with
the events, take t]le evidence available, verify that cvxduncv and
reach reasonable concluslons based on the available evidence: no

-more, no Jess.

I recognize that an ﬂ]’)])]Oﬁ(‘h of this kind will entail a subslantial
amount of money, and will reyuire a Jarge number of ponpl more-
over, a study of this kind will tﬂl\c tnne, and cannot be subj Joct. to any
deadlines. To have any ineaning, the investigation must rely on
unimpeachable integrity. Lo do le«. than o completely thmouwh job
w onl(}l be to accomplish nolhm at all.
The cornmittee js unanimous in its conclusion that it must lm able to
rely completely on its own resources. We know that neither the ¥BI
nor CTA mn:)emlml { ullv with the Warren Connnission; myL\\ o know_

that the ¥BI Director in 1965 bad passionate feelmgs agamst Dr.
Martin Luther King—eelings that might well have Deen reflected
in Jess than obje( {ive work b\' his subordinates. The: demxmn of the
comniittee to rely on its own staft rmither than Executive n"\\ncw
does not reflect on the integrity or efficiency of thosg agenies; but
we ave determined that this be a complelely mdepom]x‘ub study;,
not in any way affected by the intevests of any agency or group.

(1)
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“Investigations of any kind are expensive. Few people, perhaps
few of my colleagues, realize how costly even a simple mvestigation
can ‘be. The scope of this study, and the Inct that evidence and
witnesses are scattered far and wide, the complexity of cmrying out
two major homicide investigations at once, will make this a very,
expensive effort. But 1 am safisfied that the study inust be inde-
pendent, must be thorough, aud-that every finding must be as thor-
oughly verified as humanely possible, or the cuntire eflort will be
meanugless. o . S ‘

“'Third, the committee has demonstrated its competence. In-the very
short amount ol time it has had available, the committee has accorn-
plished miracles of organization, defined its work, and begun an ex-
tremely complex set of investigations. It is dillicult to irnagine how it
could have acecomplished more than it has, especially under the very
adverse conditions it has been forced to opernte under. D

I believe the committee has deinonstiraled that it has a real task to
accomplish. I it is permitted to proceed, tho committee can settle

“ hundreds of questions about the murder of President IXennedy aud

that of Dr. IXing. Beyond that, the compitice can shed light on the
Jarger issue of political murder aud violence. We should fiot foreget that
Presiait Torc ‘Fad Bis own nartow escapes; no Member of the House
should forget that the Capitol Building was bombed; and no Meiwber

. of the House should forget that we live and work under increasingly
‘tight security measures. C

It is necessary today to have a vast police force iv and around the

Capitol. It is necessary to have television monitors on every door. It is

necessavy to have pavcels X-rayed.

Iivery airline passenger must be subjected to an clectronic search
for metal, and baggage carried aboard airplanes, and cven irito board-
ing areas, must be X-rayed.. A

Visitors to the Supremne Court must be cleared. :

New gates and increasingly sophisticated surveillance devices
sirround and protect the VWhite House. A whole new police force is
employed to protect Iimbassies. ' S :

Il of this reflects an age of political violence; all of it has come
about since 1963. All of it shows that wo have not learned the answer
to the crucial question: \Why? S

That, as I seejit, is the ultimate task of the Select Comimittce—Lo
find out not just what happened, but why. .

If we can answer that question, it muay be possible to end political
violence, and begin taking down the security measures that repress all
of us, and represent a genuine threat to free government. Political
violence is not inevitable, and it is not inexplicable. The Select Com-
mittee may, and I hope will, shed light on why these events took place,
and why they shadow all our lives, even today—and how wo can begin
to end. political vielence and the omnipresent threat of it, which is,
in fact, a threat to [ree government itself. :

o ' o . Hexry B. GoNzacez.
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26, 1976, and read asfollows:

SUPPLEMENTAL \’IEWS.'OF CONGRESSPERSONS LOUIS
STOKES, WALTER E. FAUNTROY, YVONNIE BRATH-
.WAITE BURKE, AND ITAROLD E. FORD

"The purpose of these supplemental views is to strongly emphasize
our concurrence in the recommendation contained in the committee’s
report. In our opinion, the IHouse of Representatives took a giant step
toward restoring the faith of the American people in their Govern-
ment when, in_the 94th Congress, it passed House Resolution 1540
by a mejority vote of 280 to 65 and established the Select Committee
on Assassinations. Just this past week, the latest Gallup ool told us
that 80 percent of the American people do not believe that cither Lee
Harvey Oswald or James Earl Ray acted alone in the murders of
President John ¥. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They
feel that their Government has not told them all that it knows or that
it is in position to find out about the brutal assassinations of two of the
most important leaders of the Post World War II era.

- 'The following article appeared in the Washington Post on December

.

.+ As the Iouse Select Conmuittee on Assassinations begins
its investigations, the overwhelming majority of Americans
helieve that others besides Toee Haryey Oswald wereinvolved
in the assassination of President Kennedy in Pallas on No-

“vember 22, 1663+~ - o oL o
_ In the latest survey, just completed, 80 percent think
others were involved in the assassination, while only 11 per- -

“cent think Oswald acted alone. Nine percent do not express an
opinion. Persons with a college background, while overwhelm-

. ingly of the opinion that some form of conspiracy was in-
-volved, are less inclined to hold this ¥iew than arg persons
" with less than a college background. - N
. Approximately one-half of the survey respondents who

believe others were involved did not name a specilic group.

" Among those who didghowever, Cuba orPremier Fidel Castro
_were mentioned_inost often. (Ofher Tesponses frequently

given are “the Mafia,” “Communists,” ‘and the Central

Intelligence. Agency. T : o

The smnte survey also shows that few Americans believe

James Bl Ray acted on his own in the assassination of the

Revened Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. in dlemphis on

© April 4, 1868. Only 18 percent hold this view, while 69 per-

cent, think others were involved and 13 pereent do not
CXPTCSS L Opinion. o .

An investigation into the assassinations of Reanedy and
King was recently begun by the newly established House
Select Cormmittec=on Assassinations—ihe sixth to bo con-

_ ducted on a large scale by Governmient officials sinee Ken-
nedy was assassinated.

(12)
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Thus, in the case of the death of President Wennedy, in spite of the
Warren Commisston investigation and the investigations by other
Federal agencies and the U.S. Congress, the final reports to the
American people have lacked the thoroughness to allay their sns-
scions that a conspivacy existed which has not yel been nncovered,
n the cnse of James Earl Ray aud the King murder, the same general
suspicions exist. The threshold inquiries made into these two deaths
by our present commitlea do not provide the answers to these rumors,

theories, and suspicions. If thcse fears, theories, suspicions, and-

rumors are to be put to rest and if the confidence of the American
people is to be restored in the investigntive agencies of their Govern-
ment, u thorough, competent and objective Investigation into each
of these deaths 13 an absolule necessity:. - S
This committee has proceeded in that vein. The committee has
selected Mr. Richard Sprague, & prowinent prosecuting attorney as
chief counsel and director of its stufl. 1le is 1n the process of estab-
lishing a staff of altorneys, investigators, and administrative personnel
who are capable of exhibiting the highest degree of competence und
professiortalism in the enormous task of investigating two murders.
The Warren Comraission was able to avail itsell of the investigative
personnel of numerous agencies such as the FBI, CIA, the Sccret
Service, the Justice Depurtment, the State Department, and the
Internal Revenue Service. . o N
The integrity of -the results of the investigation by the Sclect
Committee on Assassinations will be predicated upon- a thorough,
objective, fair, and impartial investigation by professional personnel,
who will be independent and will be {ree from the taint of “investigat-
ing - themselves.”” It is imperntive, therefore, that these minimum
stuff and budget recommendations which ate beinz requested be
.granted by the 95th Congress. If in the final analysis we have been
able to help restore the faith and confidence of the American people
in their Government, this Congress will have justified the costs and
will have endeared itself to the people whora we serve. .
v e - Tours STokES. - v
© . Wanrer K. FauntroY, Gl
v Yvoxxt BrRATHWAITE BURKE.
Hanorp IL. I'orp. s
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cTy . ' : © .. SUPPLEMENTARY VIEWS OF CONGREISSMAN

' "« " CHARLES THONE- - -~ .

‘ I am in basic agreement with the Report of the Select Committee
: on Assassinations to the 94th Congress. I do, however, wish to make
‘ . tho following observations. S C o '
: ) Unless this Select Committec maintains complete credibility with
e the American public, its efforts will be in vain. Anything that snb-
- SRR _ tracts from the faith and confidence that the people of the United
States have, in this committee will greatly dininish tho value of its
final report. : S '

majority on the committee to conduct far too many meetings in
cxecutive session. I grant there will be some matters cowing before
the comamittee that should be heard in executive sessions. Examples
of such matters are testimony that would endsunger the national
security ond, In special investigative hearings, such testimony or
cvidence that would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate an
individual who might be innocent. By and lavge, however, we can
only serve the public well through conducting our sessions after
adequate notice and in public. B . L
At the December 17, 1976, meeting of the commitiece, a motion
which I introduced was adopted unanimously. by those present. It
specifically provides in the reconstruction resohution of this corumittee
for the 95th Congress that the committee, at its first meeting in 1977,
must ‘adopt rules for its conduct and that those rules must be in
accordance with Iouse of Representatives rules. ° e
~ Rule XI provides that every committee of tha House shall adopt
written rules governing its procedure, and Rule XU 2(g)(1) A&)rovides
that “Each meeting for the transaction of business, including the

.
'
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A thereof shall be open to the public except when the committee or
i subcommittee, in open session and with & quoram.present, deter-
4 " mines by rolleall vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting
-~ on that day shall be closed to the public.” Other meeting rules cover
i S proper notice, specified recold keeping and some very limited excep-

' tions to open sessions. We can and must follow both the letter and
spirit of these rules. - o
: Yes, by all means this Select Committee on Assassinations must
’ opernte scrupulously and diligently within the rules of the House.
Furthermore, we must strive, within the rules, to.-be open and ac-
cessible to the public and their representatives, the news media. For
' - this committee, credibility is everything. And crédibility will best
A : be served, as usual, by conducting public husiness in public.

: Cuanvrrs Tuoxe.

t
i - | (4)
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Therefore, I have been deeply concerned by the lcxl(lcxuc)" of a

markup of legislation, of each standing committee or subcommitteo -

o




; - ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF CONGRESSMAN Cf IRISTOPHER
. i ‘ ' C + J. DODD i

: ~ “Independence, thoroughness, and openness” mnst be the gniding
‘ principles of these new investigations huto the assassinations of Presi-
dent Joha F. Kenunedy and the Reverend Martin Luther Xing, Ji. by
I g out ITouse Select Committee on Assessinalions. )
‘ -+ In endorsing this report, I would liRe to take this opportunity to
elaborate on these themes, and to underscore their importance to the
ultimate success or fnilure of our efforts, I also want to shave my
personal views on these inquiries, as the committee begins this ambi-
_ tious undertaking. o St .
; : ‘ © As an early cosponsor of congressional resolutions calling for this
‘ Select Commuttee, I havelong felt that there remain many unanswered
questions swrrounding these assassinations—expecially questions about
the roles of the Federal agencies charged with investigating these .
terible crimes. R : - .

The sQeciﬁc questions highlighted in this report as to the conduct
of the Central Intelligence Agency, and its apparent knowledge of
some of Liee Harvey Oswald’s activities in Mexico before the Kennedy
, assassination, are examples of just such continuing concerns. :
g Another exsinple unéerscored in this docurnent is the question of
: ' the Federnl Bureau of Investigation’s reported swrveillance of Dr.
King, and whetber FBI agents were in Memphis saud near the civil
rights leader at the time of his death. _ S

The House Judiciary Subcommittes on Civil Rights, on which I
serve and which has oversight responsibility for the FBI, {ound it
necessary last year to hold hearings about that agency’s activities
before ‘and "after President RNennedy's assassination. After taking
part in those hearings, I can say our subcommittee raised wore new-
1 , questions about the FBI and the assassination than we received
; : answers to old ones. : " ; _ o

Since then, other pressing legislative responsibilities—such as FBI
surveillance guidelines and bankruptey law reforms—prevented our
Judiciary Subcommittes from pursning these new questions, and the
uwnanswered old ones, as fully as would have been desired. ‘

The allegations of possible conspiracies, and of the possible with~

holding of evidence, ave more of the many additional questions about
these assassinations which should be laid to rest once and for all, so
that these tragic chapters in American history can ut last be closed.
_ I think this new, Select Committee represents a unigue opportunity
for Congress nnd the American people to finally reselve the issues still
surrounding these murders, and 1 would hope the committee will be
able to provide the answers to all these continuing questions.

However, it must be pointed out that this committee.could, nfter '
: , its lengthy, exhaustive inquiries, still reach the same conclusions about
; these assassinations that other investigating bodies have before us.
‘Or this committee might avrive at far different coaclusions.

{15)
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The American people have a right to know the full stories behind
theso assassinations. They have a right to kunow the motives and
reasons for them, how these deeds were accomplished, and who truly
was responsible for them. :

This Committee, then, has a great responsibility to fulfill, and the
ways it accomplishes this task are of the utmost importance. It is here
where “Independence, thoroughness, and openness” count the most.

“Independence’’—As mentioned before in these views and in the
body of this report, major criticisins of past investigations of these
assassinations focus heavily on the activities of the Jfederal justice
and intelligence agencies charged with conducting the initial crininal
inquiries. _ . e .

In light of the fact that these Federal agencies could be the subject
of part of our investigation, it would be wholly inapnropriate to em-
ploy their services as has been done in past assassination studies. Such
reliance on these agencies would prejudice the necessary impartiality
and credibility of our inquiries. K ‘

Therefore, 1t is cructal to the success of this committee that it retain
an_experienced, professional investizative and legal stafl completely
independent fro'n these Federal Government agencies. This great

- need for an independent stafl is the primary reason why the proposed
committee hudget totals what it does. .
- “Thoronghness”—I am pleased that the members of this commit-
{oe, and its staff, are committed Lo pursuing every possible avenue of °
investigation and every conceivable theory and lead about these as-~

sassinations. . ) ) ' R Lo

. This determination to find definitive answers, if they exist, to all
the questions swrrounding the assassinations is significant, hecause the
committee’s work must withstand the tests of time which other in-
vestigations apparently have {ailed to pass. In 10, 20, 30, or 100 years
after the end of our inquiries, the American people should not have to
face the doubts about these crimes which exist today. _

Our committee mist go about its deliberations in the most consid-
ered and careful manner possible—eschewing making judgments and
conclusions until all the evidence is gathered and evaluated. It is
essential that the conumittes and staff approach these inquiries with
completely open minds, so as to avoid possible: charges from any
quarter that we are being less than objective. .
.~ Central_to tha thoroughiess of our investimations will he the neces-
sity to obtain confidential, fensitive, or classified matenial from Iederal

agencies. In this regard, Thelieve the commiitee should Tnsist on full”

sl total disclosure of all rélevant docduments in rnw, rather than
cqited ot excised, [ormm. A N

"The committee should have the unlimited opportamity to make an
indep@idaitanalysis of thesg documents, andit shonld nof accept any

.hreselection_ov screening of information by any avency, Acseptance
of cdited ot screened information could jeopardize the indlependence of
the, committeo’s investigations and could raise the possibilities ol per-

<tinent information_being withheld by the agencies.

T'o obtain the necessary raw informalion and documants, the Sclect
Committee_should avoid the past experiences of ather congressional
bodies_which uade “treaties” willi Federal agencic§ aliotit access to™

information. Le _ o

C
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secure relevant informuation.

~ validity of these pieces.of information. :

vatious conclusions to be drawn, then it would seem proper for the.
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The requirements of a thorough, independent. investigation must T ——
\(L -

not be compromised away through “treaties,” and the commitiee
must be willmg 'to ‘craploy ell appropiinte neans, including conlempt

of Congress citalions, to obtfain needed inforiaation TTie ¢ommil tee
furthermore must be willing to Vigorously pursue subpoenas and con-
tempt citaticns to the fullest legal extent possible m its efforts to.

In insisting on tolal disclosure of relevant agency informnation
relating to the assassinations, the comunittee must recognize a para-
mount responsibility to ensnre the safekeeping and confidentinlity of
such materdals through whatever claborate scemrity measuves and
personnel clearance procedures ave necessary. The act of “leaking” .
any such suaterials should faco the most severe penalties, also.

Lastly in the srea of “thoroughnegs,” I would caution the Amevican
people to also avoid reaching premature eonclusions about the nature,
prozress and results of the committee’s examinations. o

1t would be misleading for the public to view comnittee delibera-
tions and hearings about specific_allegations, observations, iheovies, -
et cetera regavding-the assassinalions as official endorsements of the -

Until any interim or final committee reports set forth conclusive
findings from the investigations, any deliberations and hearvings, and
their contents, should be viewed as part of the overall process by which
we are atterupting to determine the truthfulness or falsity ol all this -
information. IRV : o . o

“Openness”—Cleatly, the question whether to hold mestings and
hearings in public ot in closed session is one of the most diffcult with
which the committee must deal. The obligation has, as an arm of .

ublic institution, Congress, to do its business in public must be
Ealnm;ad by the need to protect the confidentiality of certain sensitive
information. - , S S :

I believe that o meeling or a hearing of our committee should be
closed only when it has been demonstrated that an executive session
is necessavy to: . . o ' B ‘ '

(1) protect the constitutional rights and safety of witnesses; -
(2) avoid jeopardizing the ongoing investigations, such as by
.. risking loss of potential evidence; and,- :
(3) safeguard national defense information. :

Any decision to close a meeting or hearing should be made by a
rolleal}, rather than a voice, vote: . ‘ s

During the course of the commitice’s investigations, as plateous
are reached where significant evidence has heen verified, allowing

committes to hold open sessions, or to issue interim reports, to keep
the public informed of its work. . : Lo : -
This conmmittee has an obligation to conduct as much of its business
as possible in open sessions, where the American people can follow our
investigations and judge for themselves how well or poorly we are
discharging our responsibilities. Such openness, T submit, is cssentinl
to establishing the credibility of our committee and of the results of
its investigations.-
" The American people should have the opporturity to observe how. -
the members of this committee question witnesses. "Lhe public should

.y




s e i v e

=

Reverend Martin Luither King, Jr.

R U
3

18

be afforded as many insights as possible iuto the actunl workings of
the mvestigations, beenuse_such participation will moean that our
final conclusions will be more crediLle to alk Americans, _ '
During fioor debate on the House resolution establishing the com-
mittee, & major argument in its favor was that, unlike past investiga-
tions, we would allow the people to overses our deliberations. Such

‘openuess, it was argued, would help to. quell public mistrust of

Congress and of our governing process, in general. "lhis argument
remains valid today. :

Our committee might finally conclude that past investigations of
the IXennedy and King assassinations were correct in their findings,
thus rejecting the many alternative theories now circulated. Or we

- might show some of these theories to be ccrrect.

What is as important here as any specific conclusion wo might
reach, is that we allow a reasonable, open process to work, and that
we demonstrate to the people that we are giving each and avery theory
thorough scrutiny before accepting or rejectimg it. In this way, no

-one in the future, will he able to challenge the committeo’s integrity

and responsibility, as past investigations have been challenged.

To further demonstrate the committee’s commitment to conducting
an open inquiry, and to allow discussion in the near future of the best
way to strike a balunce between our public obligation and the need
to maintain o certain level of confidentiality, I again would urge the - -
coinmittee to draft a comprehensive policy statement or set of rules
dealing with these issues. Policy or committee rules regarding the

~handling of sensitive documents, and statements to tho press by

individual members, also should. be proposed for discussion. Such
rules cr policies should be debated and voted on by the committee
at an open session early next year. . o : '

In sunmary, I feel that the Select Committee has made a productive -
beginning, and by this report, has demonstrated that it should be
reconstituted as quickly as possible in the 95th Congress to allow the

Anvestigations to proceed without a loss of continuity or momentum.

I urge all my collengues in Congress {o support such a reestublishment
of the commaittee. . . - .. . ' Ca oo
Furthermore, I believe that only through independence, thorough-

“ness, and openness will theé committee earn and continue {o.receive .

the full support of the American people to pursue these deliberations
along whatever paths the investigations might lead, including the

- firm -steps-needed to enforco subpoenas snd-contempt of Congress-

citations. 1

And it will be only by following these guiding principles that the
committee, and its work, will:be: ncceptable-to -the American people -
as providing proper answers to the disturbing questious which still
surround the assassinations of President John F. Kenuedy and- The

Crnistornin J. Dopp.

L
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10 February 1977

CIA and the Investigations of the Assassination of President Kennedy

T 1. From the day of the assassination of President Kennedy by
Lee Harvey Oswald, and in support of the various inquiries that have
been conducted subsequently, CIA has contributed to the considera-
tions of the various investigative authorities. :

2. Immediately following President Kennedy's assassination on
22 November 1963, .CIA conducted an intensive inquiry into informa-..
tion that it had concerning Lee Harvey Oswald. A number of overseas
stations were tasked to provide such information as they might have,
' with the station in Mexico City receiwing special attention because

eﬁ N of Oswald's visit there from 27 September through 3 October 1963.

A With the appointment of the President's Commission on the Assassina-
tion of President Kennedy (the ljarren Commissien) CIA functioned in
support of that investigation. CIA reporting was provided to the
FBI, and extensive materials were supplied to the Warren Commission
in response to its various requests and lines of inquiry.

3. The next full-scale investigations were conducted in 1975,
The first of these was by the Commission on CIA Activities Within
the United States (the Rockefeller Commission). Staff members were
given access to Agency files concerning Oswald and the Warren Com-
mission investigation. A number of special studies were prepared
for the Rockefeller Commission on questions of special interest.
The final report of the Rockefeller Commission devoted a chapter to
Allegations Concerning the Assassination of President Kennedy

v+~ (Chapter 19). That chapter noted that allegations had been made

that the CIA participated in the assassination of President Kennedy
and "concluded there was no credible evidence of any CIA involvement."

o




4. Also in 1975 the U.S. Senate Select Committee to Study Govern-
mental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities ({the Church
Committee) conducted a study of alleged assassination plots involving
foreign leaders, on which an interim report was published on 20 November
1975. The Church Committee also conducted a study of the performance
of the intelligence agencies during the investigation by the Warren
Commission, on which it published a report dated 23 April 1976 (The
Investigation of the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy:
Performance of the Intelligence Agencies). Various questions raised in
this report have led to an extensive research effort by CIA in an attempt
to address those unresolved quest1ons on which the Agency has some record.
This research has proved a major undertaking which is still in process,
an interim report is presently being prepared.

5. In September 1976, the House of Representatives approved the
formation of a Select Committee on Assassinations, originally chaired
by Representat1ve Downing who ‘was succeeded by Representat1ve_ﬁonza1ez
at the beginning of the current session. The Committee's staff, . -«
headed by Chief Counsel and Staff Director Richard A. Sprague,
conducted some brief preliminary investigations at the end of the 1ast
session of Gongress and has issued a preliminary report. This brief
report was principally designed to provide the basis for approval by
the full Hoase of the continuation of the Committee and for a full
staff and budget. The House has.voted a two-month extension.at-a .
reduced budget and the Committee continues its dual 1nvest1gat1ons
of the assass1nat1ons of President Kennedy and Reverend Mart1n Luther K1ng. :

6. CIA has had a number of preliminary meetings with Mr. Sprague:
concerning working arrangements. for access to.classified information,
including security standards and practice. :Additionally, very limited
classified information has been made available to Mr. Sprague bearing
on issues selected for preliminary investigation. Pending completion
of working arrangements, material released by CIA in response to
requests under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has been passed
to Mr. Sprague. An extensive review of these materials has been under-
way since April 1976, for FOIA release; as additional documents are
approved for release, copies will be delivered to Mr. Sprague. As
soorf as working.arrangements are completed, and the Select Committee on
Assassinations staff is organized, it is expected that committee staff
members will have access to Agency files at CIA. At this time there
* are no outstanding requests from the Committee.






