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JMEVMPHIS, Jan. 23-—More
than 200 of the nation’s leading
" caurchmen marched in solemin
prcccssmn througn 6owz*town
Me hzs today to pay tnb
¢ Rev, Dr. Martie Lu
Kin g Jr : .

Sberato*x—ﬁe bo
and ended eight nlo"‘"

began at th
Fotel

Lorraine Mdtel, where Dr. Xing
was assassinated last April 4.

There, in balmy, spring-like
. suashing, 'the churchmen coa-

ine,
ducicd z service of “celebration

ard thank sgiving for the life
and work” -0l the slain civil
- rights leader.

AssE wbled under the balcony

. el Room 206, wiﬂere Dr. Xing

was stending when he was shot,

the macchoers sang hym'ls,

prayad, *'eaJ from J\c San-
- turgs ax.u listened ' to short

(XY

- denr of the Nat

wey in the parking lot of the .

.

ches of “thank
appreciation
The
Th

SDE

2 proc ession was. Ien 'uy
Arthur G, Fleraming, presi-{V
£

tional
Churches; Metropolitan
dim of the

sziving and

cuncil of:
Niko-
Russian Orthodox
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commitment from each cnurch
leader. here,” he szid. “Mourn-
ing somaone’s death is nothiag:
A 'e ‘want tangible things like

qual e’rployﬂen{: ‘opportuni-
tPS and money to run projects
for the welfare of the. back

Church; Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy,|comimuaity.”

general secretéry “of the coun-

cil; the Rev, Dr. Charies S.

Spivey ir., director of the coun-|¢

At the Lorraine MoLel serv-
ice, Dr. Flemminz told the
churchmen that Dr. King had

cil’s depariment of social jus-|dore more than any other man

tice, and the Most Rev. Joseph) 16 ;‘flp ‘close the gap batween
Durek, Romean Catholic Bishop|e24ty and idealism.”

of Nashville,
Policy B

» -3
Board Liceiing

Following in groups of six

lwere representatives o

council. Most of the,churchmen
were in Memphis

to attend a

. No greater trihute can be

to *“dedicate our lives ..nd our;

Abcrnzthy Backs ﬁ.vvel
Speciai to The New Yorx Tiaes .
ATLANTA, Jan. 23 — The

'ncetirg of the councils paucy~ Rev, Ralph David Abernathy

'mmmr zeneral poard.

his church. Motorcycla
men escorted the proces

members of the Invaders, 2 1o
cal oblack militent groun.

Latnr Can Smitt
cer of the
conference that his

Each grovp was lead by a
dnlc'"nc car'ym.a the banner of
police-
ssion,
or “which the marshuls were 10180

an offi-

Invaders, totd anews

said, tocay that he had confi-
dence in the “]Ldoment and in-

tegrity” of “the Rev. James
Bevel,

-t Conference, has offcred to helg
defend James Earl Ray, who it
accusad of murdering Dr. ¥ x\m'v

Mr. Abernathy, president ot

aroup was)the conference, said that Mr.

aysare that the ci:u:ches nad a|Bevel was trying to “move non-

“lo‘. of ‘influcnce™

and could

hielp the Negro “if tncy would or Amem.an Jife”

just get Ou. L"]CL teils and do

1t »

“We want so*m. sor t.of a

Mr. Bevel said in Philadel-
pH'a eariier this weck that he
did not believe Ray was gulty

pr.xd tc Dr. King, he said, than

time to the causes for w‘nch'-,
f the 22;he lived and died.” '

Prot»stan; and Eastern Ortho-
Uldox churches aflilizted with the

Mr. Bevel, an cfficial of the
uthern Christian Leadership -

violence into a new dlmeuon )





