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, .sp#i»iti>ri»x«r«t.TunM ■ .,; 
£ BIRMINGMAM,f:Nov. >15—Ar­
thur J. Hanes, -the ■•dismissed 
attorneyfor James Earl Ray, 
contended . today that it was 
entirely possible” that he hid 

been picked as . Ray’s attorney 
only to underscore -She racial 
aspect of ;the (assassination; .of 
thet-^ev. LDr.iMartiniSLuther 
King Jr. and .tnat^fhe •'had 
never been, expected to.be 4fae 
actual trial lawyen j^j^iS! 
: Mr. Hanes .has received--wide 
publicity,for. ”defendujg-7fhree 
Ku Klux KIansmenSnAa: civil 
rights (tase.?’^.?.^® -

Mr; Hanes 'said feas ilso 
possible that Ray: Siad been 
told, even before :Dr.- King was 

. nurdered,-that ‘•‘he should con­
tact me” if he was arrested.

The lawyer offered his ob- 
;ervatioh in an interview while 
(taring down at die city, 
hroilgh the huge plate glass 

। vindows of The Club,, a grace- 
ul dining and drinking club on 

■ Red Mountain on Birmingham’s 
south, side. ,

‘1 Fordsaw Possible Switch 
f&,said he still could hardly 
credit -the 'brusque manner in 
which-he and his son; Arthur 
f Hanes Jr., were dismissed 
rem the Ray case last-Sunday 
light when they arrived at the , 
Shelby ^ail in Memphis togive ( 
tay a newrgray suit Jo wear 
luring his trial, llpon his.rar- ■ 
ival the lawyer'was handed.a ; 

note from Ray. stating 'Jie had i 
been relieved.-;j ^ .
f Mr. Hanes -iaid ^that -for . 
{months he had been. aware of 
(many ‘indications'- that ^'Ray 
might be preparing "to switch 
attorneys and that about a ;

pJan. Th§. attorney .said ihait-ii^ 
had1 mentioned; this vpdssibilRy 
to , the 'Jsdheduied‘ttrial< jud® heW> 
W. Preston -Battle, and .to thg ^£ 
prosecutor.P.jM.Xanale,* 
Shelby'(X3ouiitytjAftdai^G^

f But/ ^ay ididn’t-say sany( 
thing ^d .Aitf^^ J- had® 
prqc^Wi^lSJliBsumptBn 
that >we-w^oingMo; trial 
and so we 'putStogether just a 
great' defense; for Ray,’ includ-

in&Mtr^^rfe- 
id ?4hSB%Op'

ing ua few-bombshells,” Mr. 
Himes-isaidL’.W^^^ - i
'The suggestion ’'that’ Mr. 

Hanes- was- retained with an 
intention .of .’Underscoring the 
racial aspects of Dr. King’s 
murder; Mr.'Hanes contended, 
arose from a combination- of 
circumstances. -;
. Mf-Hanes was elected Mayor 
of Birmingham six ■■years ago 
on a racist platform after joirir 
ing forces with Alabama's arch 
segregationist, Eugene (Biill) 
Connor, then- the Birmingham 
Police Commissioner.'

Three' years ago, Mr. Hanes 
was hired to defend three -Ku

nennyho 
ispnivoke:

... sSbetweeri
-whites.gna$H^ 
sid^orihls^eas^ 
&at,the’murde£ib:cor>ta | 
ingham, Mont^meiytofBdm^^^

When Ray wasarrested^in: 
the 'London ,aiq>pft7oU' J_„L ~ 
Michael Eugen$ ^a^don^> 
licitor, was a^uited-tb advise 
him during the'hearingsittlhe 
British tourt^jS;.. ,.

After tJus fiSt'^-^inffi 
letters 4b twovlawyersNrrthe 
United States-^Mf.'-Hanes Wd 
F. Lek. Bfutey^f r^ibsto^ 
letters wegejda^&ine^ 
- While -ryisltimg jhi '-Manphis 
this'^weeliiJ^^gene s^ 
Mr.;B^ley*halI't^ephpned sand 
said (that-heridtildvnot under-

Klux Klansmen who werehac- 
cused of rnurderihg Mrs. Vjoli; 
Gregg ;Litizzo,'ta civil rights • 
worker slam .during the Selma' 
to Montgomery march.

month ago he became virtually

Mk. Hanes is a former agent 
of (the Federal .'Bureau of Inves- 
tigation and a onetime con­
tract employe of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 1 BuL Tie 
said, because pt his activities 
he came to be- regarded nation­
ally as a segregationist and to 
some extent« racist

Desire, for Strife Seen
William Bradford Huie, the 

author who bought the rights

R^^fWI^guised 
tthe’desoipuphibf 3ii s".iontact 
^opsom^ii^onoftbisrpwtL 

.□«h<4u ('("ji^Hanes^aidil'IIeinphis ■ 
June K ^t^ipndayjXhat 'thb 55100,000; 
dont’so^ 'thhPRiyhadjfciia'wasaVailable' 

' 1 'for 'thesdefensehad^ieverrna- 
terialized<.’lMr»tBanesii^ 
part pf/JiisBEee taniTfexpehses 
from $30,000!tha£Mr.Huiepaid 
toward his--contradt with Ray 
for the 'rights 'tO^Ray’s -story. 
.The contract was-signedJuly 8 
ivhile Ray wasstUl-iniEngland.

Mr.' Hanes'said that the atti-

■ .Mr^Hanek'iteid'fhgt^had 
receivedi^ ifrom 
Mr.» iftetie',^ji 'June -S3, ’/.‘the 
sarne;;ta$-X'^tfhb,)tt^

v /’pCWwe^SderM^; 
«Ji[r.jugtoet6id Mr. Banks m 
iWtelephoneCallthat'Ray'had 
said that money for the defense 
attorneys.would be no problem.

tude'of Ray’a Tirothers/ John 
Ray and. Jeny Rky^Jiaj helped.
him fornvthe-conclusjorrthat'he 
was tnevpr itolbe tthe ^defense 
attorney'at'Rays'trial.X<-
, ’“You would expect the family

"He told me that $100,000 
was available," Mr.'Eugehe said 

I in Memphis; .
After the Eugene telephone 

; rail and- the • letter from Ray1, 
Mr. Hanes and his son went 

, to their summer home in sotrth- 
ern Alabama and mulled over 
the proposal for three days. Mr. 
Hanes said they had concluded 
that for an assassin to murder

to flockaround the attorney to 
offeribelp^.hnd.'advice?’ Mr. 
Hanessaid‘“ButI:cbuIdnlt even 
get-close to them.’ -l offitred'to 
meet with them .in iSt^Louis, 
Memphis, Birmingham ,’Br any 
place else. But i never tiid see 
either one of-them".' ;!O<I- 4

Mr. Hanes -said thatit had. 
not learned, until ,after,be had 
been dismissedbyRay/Jhaf the 
two brothers,had , ordered ^ a 
copy of theBritish hearings tin 
the Rayjc^e.ji.:*.f^

"That certainly indicated they 
had tried to find anpthto attor­
ney,” he siiid/^^- AdL 
;. Percy-Foreman, ; the. Hnuston

month ago he became virtually to Ray’s, life story, says in an 
pertain -that this -was Ray’s articled in the current Look

criminal ^lawyerwho-q agreed i 
Sunday'bight to represent Ray, iDr. King and to elude capture . . „

for more than two months while •said .that John ’ Ray andi Jerry :
Ray. hadasked him last tweak to ;
•itakethe-case;and.that.te'had

k moreJthanR.OOO FederalBureau
■i^'. Evesligafldti: JagagTwerel_____________ ___________

searching for him wouldJequire reluctantly agreed .t^do.dd after 
{elaborate planning. ,Mjf&Hanes *- >r——*-:- -•-*' •-"• •- * 
said they could think only 
two groups' that they considered ____ , ___ __ ______
capable of carrying <oiit this pited for contempt of court in i 
type of plan—the :C^^ and;Memphis for making' public •
black militants ?wilh;lRbd Chi-, (statements about the. Rayl case, ! 
nese or.Cubati Agddii®, ,'' 1 posted a $1,000 cash bond with 
: Mr. Hanes'-detSSSiit he!fche court in Memphis Tuesday 
and his san^toW;inidertake>/a guarantee for hiswreturn 
Ray’s.. •defeSe^<Swithstanding'later to be sentenced: far the 
fhdr§^w|^ ;apd that they (contempt of court. ou 
should' proceed bn: the assump-? “They can keep the $1,000,”

fading .to Memphisvtdstnlk to f. 
Stay himsetf.yc-.;^^ <
! Mr... Hanes,* who - has! been

^Mr’W^ffiKS^contact 
ttrW^8^0g.Lobk 
^^^W^^^ he 
«-Suot'j5elieytEiiu4SQie man rrfiW^&ned

tion that the'murder had beenMr. Hanes said. “But I guess 
plotted and financed by what. I’ll have to find a new !ski re- 
pe called “'black 'militants with 
(foreign ties^’r i Y^
i In the Nov. ^12 Look Maga- 
zirie, ’which was . published ..in 
llate October, Mr. Huie wrote of 
pay's encounters in' Canada 
with; a blond Cuban . named 
Raoul. Ray is quoted as say-

sort. I don’t suppose I can ever ; 
go to Gatlinburg again."’Gatlin- i

ang that Raoul hired him at first 
to . haul narcotics 'across the 
border into the United States 
put told him he would later be 
assigned a S^jOOfi-job^L*^-;

burg, Tenn, is a;ski resotO town 
frequented by many rodents 
of Alabama. : X J^l*

Mr. Hanes said thaff under 
Tennessee law he cannot be 
extradited for contempt of
court. : •OS




