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M Ray Book o4
. . MEMPHIS — The man.
. RS charged with murder ta the
U death of Dr. Martla Luther,
« . "King Jr. haw contracted with.
an author to write his blog
raphy. o ! L
James Earl Ray, awaitlag’ |
trial, on Nov, 12 has hiced.
Wiltiam Bradford Hule of
P . X : . S . Hartselle, Hla., who accived
. . here Wednesday with A
thur J. Hancs, the Biemlug.
ham attorsey whe will de-
fend Ray. .
Hule said Fe also has a
contract with Hanes o7 ma-
wrial to Ke used in the Ray

i
! “sioy. He sald Ray has slvea:
i him 10,000 handwritten
words with which to start
.the book.. el
' ol
i .
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TH. PRESS

REPORTING

The Price of Jamies Earl Ray

~ Williant Bradfoald Huie boasts of “ene
dirtinctien. T guesw INE paid more mon-
éy to more munteners than any re-
porter in hintory.™ Freclancer Huie has
‘other distinctions as well, but it is true

that ho sisen soney,. lavishly if -pecs:

cssary, to get his story. Nobady was
cver convicted for the murder of 14
year-old Emuett Tillin Mississippi in
1955, dbut Huie paid cnough to get a
complcte accoant of the crime for Look
magazine. Theee vears ago. Huie dis-
cloned the facts in the case of the mur-
der of the three civil rights workees'in

- Nevhoba County, Miss, After a few
MRINGENE mectings with greedy Ku Khux
Klan  informens, he  recon-
structed the event foe the New
Yark Herald Teibune,

Oace again, Huic has showa
that money in the right hands
pays ot. Under the cattious
cyc of Attorney Arthur Hanes,
James Barl Ray, the accused
Killer of Martin . Luther King
Jr., is telling his life stoey to
Huic. In exchuage, Huie i
financing  Ray's defense. So
fur, Huic has act beca pers

© mitted 1o sce Ray, but he has
reccived some 20,0000 hand-
wrilten wonds, which he is ex-
hanntively checking out. Ray
Ny or may not be involved,
but Huic has beconte cone
vinced that a conspicacy led
to the_munder. Huie plans o .
publish  onc  article  herare
Ray's trial next November,
then follow vp with a book,
“People don't tike this way of
“operating.” says Huie, “1 don't
k¢ it much cithier. But 1 don't
know any Bther way to get
thegouth™ -~
. Capricious Evecution, Besides mon-
cy. Huic makes wse of a fieree per-
ststence and an equadly intense passion
for the underdog. He is an agoressive,
buntspohen reporter who makes it
clear that no ope is going 0 it any-
thing over on him. When he does busi-
gess with the sordid characters who
sell him- stories, he tells thea: “Qne
damn lic and the whole deat is off,™

And few facts in Huie's oxposés have

ever’ been disproved.

It ok five years of digging, but he
finally uncarthed the details in the case
of the aaly U.S. serviceman exceuted
for desertion - in World Wae 11, His
book, The Fxecution of Private Slovik,
was a fascinating acoount of how the
militiny capriciousiy singled out this pri-
vate, among thousands of deserters, to
serve as an example. Then they thought
better of it and hushed up the whole af-
fair. Equally compelling was The #Hi-
roshima Pilot, in which Huie demol-
ished the myth that B-29 Commander
Claude Eatherly remopsefully turned to

TIME, SEPTEMBER 13, 1948

a lite of i afier deapping the atom
bomd cn Hicshuma, Fathedy, Huie
showad, had ot even lown ia the mis.
son over Hioomhima, and his gt
feclings developed yean tater under
the encourigement  of  ban-the-homb
propagandings.

fn rovent vears. Huie has been pre-.

oveupind with civit rights, As an cighth-
gencration  Southerner, be fecls aa
obligation  towaed  Negnwes, and  he
wants ta be proud of his home region.
After nay veans of traveling, he now

Jives where he was born, in Harlselle, a

town of R000 in porth central Ala.
bama, “There -is a decency: abotit peo-
ple here,” he savs, He was happy with

the racial propress that was Being made
Jin Afabama until George Wallace be-

H1W ECRMTITE LT IION ATLANTA

came Goveraoe. [ suppose the reason

1 keep involved is that U opesent Wal-

Jace’s etforg to tuen back the clock,™

To flaunt that attitude in Alabama is
asking for trouble, so Huie takes pre-
cautions. He and his wife Ruth live in
a house that is designed for selfde
{ense. Every room has™an outside exit,
Spotlights have beea placed on the roof,
on the patio, on the dawn. Many of
them can be turned on . at Huic's bed-
side. “There are mo shadows around

‘this house at night,” he says. The house.

is also equipped with three Remington
riot guns, one for the use of guests,
Huie, u crack shot, alo has a riot gun
fastened to the front scat of his car. 1
try to be prudent, remembering how
Medgar Evers was murdered,” he says,
referring 10 the Missisnippi civit rights
leadar who was shet in the back while
returning hoove one night.

"After Huie denounced Wallace on a
fecture tour in 1964, the Governor weat
on felevision o tongue-lash the writer,
Getting the mexsage, racizs made abus
sive phone calls. For foue nights, a pro-

Sop ~OFIR TFL

vt of cary drove dowly around his
Al while Huie stood by the window
with Se ot gun. fn July, when a
erona was buened on s Liwa, e sired
Governer Albert Brower, pointing out
that weoe Wallwe i given state pro.

tection his encmics should have it toa, -

Brewer agreed o pive him what he
waniad and now the focal police pro-
vide troquent patrofling,

Huw Wnows that the Ray asdgnment
i a bty dungaons one._ e hopes
it wiil & his fadd, He wauld-prefer to
write amelh aow that at 57, -he feels
time & gorowing short. He has alecady
wrten e, most recently, The Klanss
man. a poweeful portrait of a Southe
crn shertt who is pulicd one way by

-the Klan, the other way by his better ine

stinety: the Klan winy, Hoic alvo hopes
that mwies will be made of some of
his civil fights books, “One of the great
tragadics is that we've never had real-
istic fiins about race hatred in- the
U.S.T I suye. At the moment, a small
studio i quaking preparations to film
Huic’s hax about the Neshoba mur-

ders. Trree Lives Jor Mivwisippi. Be-

fore the itm could be made, however,
Huié once again had o go through the.
distantefnl eyperionce of shelling out
maoney 1o scrutly Klunsien, who then
sighed reRases tor porteaval eights, He

Cix confideat that the reaalt will be worth

it I films tike this are dene with the
imaginatica ot Bonaie and Clyde, you
Can realiv move proapfe.” :
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but they distinctly

* fd by the
darance af 2 doxican Araminis

remember his car
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cang, wiese he stayad
He cisimed US. nanoazilly and
2
rad st d iz re _ast 2003 .

— a 1966 white
Mustang,
I find

/7/(}.’/' ?‘ 0::.:.:u|3a ‘/V\/'MQ
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Now,
myse!f askingalot

Lriamay .
. ot a‘ puzzling ques-

. tions.
o Why ¢id Ray-Calt, the man
aocused of pl lotting Martin Luther
dng's murder, leave Birmingham.
10 Moxleo six months before

SINHATERI
b

ani S

Aaphis? .
o Aund v '.zy did an escaped conviet
on il

¢ iam drive a white Mustang,
'“r. might have attracied
1 Puerto Vallarta? Was it
oF partof & carefully.
;ncy’

9 Was this. rea ,.y -Ray-Gals, -or
(o‘“.‘. other man acling as a decoy?

The answers, of necessity, would

Just be conjeciuve. But, fa Friday's
columy, I c\p!om them.
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. TRIALS
A Verylmportaat 2risoner

With the w! r.:;*pc..nn\ot'on care_no~
wally acconded 10 precious art works,
Jumes Earl Ruy wax flawn 10 Memphis
fas: week to stang trial for the musder
of Murtia Lwther Kiag.

A buiictproo! vest hung over his plaid
ahint and iy legs were cacawed i as
mwoned  trawsering whea he was Wl
randeudod. fron 2 6i-loa armored vaa
inte Shoby County jail ot dawne A
guns forne gJ
wis l;xm
e ,..Ll\

aned ooli @
SR vy i
Soon Heavy atea
windows. C HA

i
<

Tol

cod by .\I“:cri:i“\ \\...‘.«,r.\.
Tne Streight Word., Such mussive
Arsieciion ihomaoare thaa Justitied, There
s widespread apeculation that Kiag's
s plotted by cony irators wao
i free. “He want fnbh hat
a o Memphis uaderworkdling
2ed List week., “Hes ot coing 1
tha witnass chuir~—and that's
ht wond,”

ithough i will probably be moaths
uatit he faces trial before Memphis
udge W. Proston Baitle, a tough, in-

- s
covideat-minded jurist, Rayv seemad afs
hurey W retaen o the US
hiv etlort 10 appeal a Beit-
s onder T that weaiiad
cv anyway, he was apie-
v oo fromn grimy Wandswoenih
= A o Leaenhcatl Al Base 76 il
adon for his nonstop flight o

~

seeet sove Wit his attorney, Ars
wr Ve Hunes, fuming. He-had wantad
W20 LW '1L. ~aid H.mu. becaune FOL
agenty ahoard. the U.S. Ajr Force jot

aaation Ray (the Fll said that
zents eacorting: Ray had aot
spoken to him), “The case against this
Aoy s full. of holes.” sncered Hanes,
“and Pye got a few bomahahells that
\xc‘" soing o deop into those hales.™
susl wiantitey-were, Huncs would not—
oc could not—say,

RAY ARRIVINO AT MEMPHIS JARL
In a hurry to get home,
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