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v. Penthouse Maogazine suil,
the largest such libel action .
ever. In an article on the Cali-
fornia resort. Penthouse had
alleged that'La Costa had con~ !

RN No news is no news -
House Assassmahon Commuttee.
L lmemecme B:ttemess Seen

!
3!

the House Select Committes
on_  Assassinations shonld
have-issued its Jatest report in

3

MIWI

<
3

B %y the time you read this, |

. Lee Harvey Oswald among
his own staff. Shortly aftey-
-C1A director Richard Helms
as a witness, once said of in- -

the continuing investigation -

into the murders of John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther

- King. If you've missed it,

3 v -
- disclose immedialely any out- -

don’t worry. It won’t tell you

anything you -don’t already
know-—the Feds still dont
know who done it.

-The -real news is that the

Robert Blakey, prompled re-

ha've ﬁnanced the investiga-

- tion=despite the rife unhap-

piness of staff members who
charge that the investigation

bas pulled some punches for -

want of funds. (Blakey sup-
porters contend that the com-
mittee was slow in getting
_started in 1977 and will spend
its entire $5 million allotment
by the end of this year.)
Blakey’s behavior has made,
him nearly as controversial a

t2king over from former chief
counse] Richard Spragug,
Blakey required a!l-remaini ;
staff members to sign agree~
ments forbidding them fros

even acknowledgmg ther :
ployeat by the. Somcmiies
TSET eTeon o 1o

‘side Inqusry, Violation ol the
agreemerit threatens a SW‘

fine and dismissal. Blakey
also circulated guidelines::

 *Do not conduct interviews in

. committee’s chief counsel, G. -

volt among his staff, partially -
-Cnppling 1ts effectiveness. He

-bas taken the almost unprece-

.. dented step of - retumning
' $425,000 to the United States
.- Treasury—money that was to

your hotel room with a mem=

ber of the opposite sex

« « « do not discuss or getin- -
vojved in political or con- -

troverssal top)cs wnh any-
one.” .

‘Blakey has been as cozy»
with the CIA and FBIY as he

-have either.

stafl. Several staﬂ' mcmbers
been fired or
talked into resigning because

:.the FBI would not clear them,
- often lor uns!ated or ambig

clearance, have not been

allowed any access 10 clas-
sified material, And those w

m;gg_gta_&:,rs_shsms..mm
e ¢. Blakey,

0 refused to call former

telligence agencies, “*You

don’t think they'd lie to me, .

do you? I've been working
with those peop]e for lwenty

Ned crime for
e right side

ier Special
Rbbert Ken-
orcd on organ«
g last sum-
% of Cornell’s

1976, he
sides, and

$tracketeers. .

nections to organized crime;
and La . Costa’s = suit
.was widely regarded as a dec- !
laration of war by the alleged
racketeers —. Moe  Dalitz
among ‘thcm-—against the
press. Blakey. in his 22-page
affidavit, fired off several -
ounds in that war. He wrote:
"My own view, based on my
eading the article, the motion
papers and my acquamtancc. .
tvith the vast popular and seri=
litcraturc of organized
drime,” is that the La Costa

¥ in question and that their .
Eonduct appears reckless in
the extreme. Consequently,
the action should properly Ba
to trial.®” -

By drguing on the side of al-
leged racketeers, rather ihan
sitting on the sidelines in such
a major suit, Blakey raises
questions about his resolution
in investigating organized.
crime leads in the assassina-
tions——questions not unlike
those about his resolution in
investigating the rolc of the-

CIA and the FBI.
why. The occasjon was the . =~ -—-—!en-yPohco_ﬂ" and
celebrated Ranciio La Costa -~ --

~Wm. Scott Malone

has been Draconian wi't}.ﬁs‘
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