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By MARTIN WALDRON
Special to The New York Tiste*
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violators with a record created ! Judge Faquim wiped the rec-
after the necessity for such or- Ord clean today. He granted, 

MEMPHIS, May 23 — A ders I138 been eliminated.'’ on ^ own initiative, motions i 
test of the extent of a judge’s ^° °* those cited by Judge for new trials for the seven 
right to prohibit pretrial pub- were Memphis nev^a- men 
licity was avoided today when paper reporters who had writ- --gggjjn-, 
Judw Arthur C Faauin Jr often articles about interviews enure proceedings.thed Crh£al Court disnris'sed ^ W*former attorney. Ar- Ms left no record that
eight contempt citations aris-.^J- Hanes, and a pnvate could be appealed.^ 
ing from the murder trial of detective. " Those who had been found
James Earl Ray. Scripps-Howard Newspapers, in contempt ^by JudeajjB^Ue

The late Judge W. Preston Inc., which owns both Memphis were Mr. Hame^SRBfljO-® 
Battle, who accepted Ray’s daily newspapers,' had said it Hays, a private detectives the 
plea of guilty to the murder would appeal the contempt ci- two reporters, Charles , Ed- 
of the Rev ‘ Dr. Marrin Luther tations to the Supreme Court mundsonOf The " phis Com- 
King Jr., had held seven per- if possible to try to determine martial Appeal 
sons <n contempt, one of them the extent of a judge’s power il^n of 
twice, for discussing or for to regulate what newspapers- ' ■; tam Bradfq, 
publicizing details of the may prirtt.. enut|for, wno was cired
state’s case against Ray. Judge In citing the seven for con-1 twiceNnr. cies^ne ote for 
Battle died in March shortly tempt, iJudge Battle had said ’' n?:®.
after sentencing -Ray,.>to 99 that, he was following a manCT. ^I^ffllj ngnU .1^ 
years in prison lor slaying the date from-the Supreme (teurt aEu^egrge?SBon^^ 
civil rights leaden - in the 1966 case -of Dr. Samuel agent tirf the Federal Bureau

“The dear and present dan- Sheppard of Cleveland, who of Inv^tigation. ■
ger to a fair trial, "which made was granted a new trial be- ; Ray, was in. the Shelby, C°un- 
necessary the promulgation of cause of publicity-surrounding ty Jail in--• Memphis .today 
orders regarding pretrial pub- his first trial. awaiting a hearing Monday tin
licity, now no longer exists,” The Court said in that case his request for a mew trial, 
said Judge Faquin, who took that judges “must take such He has contended that he was 
over Judge Battle’s docket. “It steps by rule and regulation coerced into pleading guilty at 
would be unfair and unwise that wiU protect their process- the March hearing, Judge ^Fa- 
to test the validity of an order es from prejudicial flu^dj,4ih quin
of suchimport^OT'-tortryrtherterfereoce?*., ^^®^.- ti -. ■ fdt. a pewhriav^
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