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windy and cold tomght and tomorrow'
chance of scattered light snow flurries. High
in low 405, low tonight in mid or upper-
20s. Today’s low, 80 ‘at 5:15 .a.m.; high,
40 at 11:80 a.m. -
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“Trial Is Lainched
2 After All Jiirors
. "Agree to Penalty’,

o thé: murder of Dr. Martin
"Luther - King "Jr. and went o
" trial immediately. '
‘Ray made ‘the guilty plea in
retum . for ‘a gunranteed sen-
‘tence-6f 99 years: in- prison, ..
~#ather than take the chance of ! -
being convicted and sentenced
i ta die had be gone on with his
* scheduled’ April 7 trial.

. ** 'A'jury of 12 men, two of them
:+  Negroes, was selected from the
" J[first 12 names on the jury st
and the trial started. A Jury’
{imust try cases involving the
{; guilty plea in Tennessee, since
lthé jury sets the penalty. All
112 jurors agreed to the deal for |
"ON 'a 99-year sentence. [

Lawyers Deny Conspiracy

Ray’s attérney, P Fore-
man, and, prosecutor Phil M.

!
i
|
b
i




‘After All Jurors
Agree to, Penull'y

to the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and went on
trial immediately.

retun for a gunranteed sen-
-tence -of 99 years: in - prison,

being convicted and sentenced
to die had he gone on with his
- scheduled April 7 trial .

Ajuryoflzmen.twoofthem
Negroes, was selected from the -
first 12 names on the jury list
and the triad started. A jury’
must try cases. involving the
guilty plea in Tennessee, since
the: jury sets- the penalty. All
umrorsagreedhoﬂ:edealiorl
a 99—yearsentence.,

, Lawyers Deny Conspu'acy
!

Ray's att.orney, P
| man, . and ercghi

Canalebothtold‘ﬂxe]ury
they: were-eonvinced Ray .al
killed King with. a- rifle. shot
|tast April 4, andﬂ:evewasm

compomt Ray stood up.-
| *“Yeur; honor, I'd. hkemtt; al!
something. 'K _agree:
these~stipulations, -but- I .don’¢
agree with thse theoms on t}xe:

conspiracy.”

Judge W. Mn Battle
asked Ray if he was trying to.
change his guilty plea Ray
said,. “No, sir,”” and spoke no
more "about the conspiracy.

" Waives’ Appeal Rights ™

Ray waived all rights for ap-
peal, for a new trial or for any
other legal mareuvers in ex-
change for the 9%-year sentence
—which he said was- all that
had been promised him. s

Foreman asked Friday for a.
hearing, and rumors. that Ray
would switch his plea to guilty
had been prevalent since then.
1Ray entered the courtroom to-
day wearing the same dark
blue checked suit and light blue
shirt which he wore at earlier
hearings.

The white-haired Foreman—
'who claims to have lost only
ione client to the electric chair
—arose and announced, ‘“Your
;honor, we have a petition for a
‘waiver of trial and a change of
plea to guilty.”

Battle told Ray that “this is a
compromise and settlement on
a plea of guilty to murder in
the first degree and 99 years in
the penitentiary.

“Is this what you want tm
Ado?" Rattle ackad
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'fwés part ‘of an assassmauoi ’
conspiracy, pIeadedgmltytoday :

“Ray made the guilty plea in

rather than take the chance of
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