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JUDGE SAYS BEVEL

Court Rejects Legal Role

% for Ex-Aide of Dr. King

CANTDEFENDRAY__

B Ray's tnalxs scheduled to' !
March 3.

.. == <t ' Mr. Beveél made the statement

: MEMPHIS Jan 2 (AP)—
yyudge - W, Preston Battle

“told -theRev.),
Q;'Q!ames Beve] ‘today he ma; not :
Jelp defepd James~FEarl Ray

against & murder charge- in
the assassination of- the-Rev.
Dr. Martin Juther King- Jr.

This, the judge said, is because
Mr. Bevel is not a lawyer.

-Mr. Bevel, who had been as-
. swated with. Dr. King, _says
.he has evidence that"would ac-

‘quit. Ray. He-and P . Fore-
man, Ray’s chief - defense law-

yer, -canferred. ‘with the Judge

earlier in. the day.. - 2
“After, the megting’ the ;udge

said ‘Mr. -Bevel, an *official ‘of

the Southern -Christian Lead-
ershi Conference “which was
founded by Dr: ng, had ‘asked

charge of -the pnsoner's' 2

- rity, said he had given g
— slgz for the visit at’ Mrw?i

ST man's reqnestand’after receiv-
--. ing Judge Battle's approval. a 'te

_Mr. -Bevel -offered..hi —
.. Ray- last - Saturday “ir *@- ]
. gram sentfrom his Phlladelphxa

home. He came here Thursday.
" He .told the church group,
which included officials of the <]

- National. Council of Churches,
- that he could prove “beyond a
‘doubt” Ray was innocent. -

: “Ppeople should do justice]” he
"~ said. ““Murdering “Ray has o

- relatlon to justice.-Folks are- soi
\Bedpigrested injustxce thatthey

. codrt permission to- associate
- himself  with Ray's legal de-
fense. Judge Battle said he had

: rejected ‘the .request - because
~.. . Mr, ‘Bevel ,was .not.a  lawyer.
He ‘said he ‘had- explained that

a law .degree was required to
practice law in Tennessee.
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---- _ Mr. Bevel told -a -meeting of
__tMmrch -leaderst1ast - night -

""he - coiild’ “prove = “within 30_
mmutes" ~that -3t “would have
“""been” _iimpossible ~for “REF*"to

Thates oo
T e ~"vu AN

“"have assaséinated-Dr:*King “as
~he -stood ~on-a ‘balcofiyof the

" “Lorrairie Motel here last April 4.
~. A sniper’s bullet cut :down
& the civil rights leader shortly

i after .he‘ arrived .here to head
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