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Clues To Assassination

WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s massive
probe of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King is taking a possibly

With James Earl Ray, the suspected assassin, apparently either
outside the U. S. or now dead, FMMI%MM-
lance of several American Communists known to have been closely asso-
tiated with King, including one who wrofe speeches for him 1n the past—

This new development was triggered by evidence gathered by thes....

more than 1,000 agents who -have worked on the mysterious King shoot-
ing and by several “tips” and letters sent to the FBI.

One of the most interesting of these “tips” came irsm ar alert TV
viewer and coneerns the now famous ‘‘Mountain Top'* speech King made
on April 3, the night before his slaying, showing a premonition of his im-
pending death.

“If the speech was truly made in Memphis on April 3 as reported,”
the letter pointed out, ‘‘then how can one account for King sfating his age
as 36 (instead of 39) and why does he speak of demonstrating in Alabama
twice during the speech?”

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

After checking out the time and location of King's final speech;
several of the crack FBI agents assigned to the case decided to hegin
seeking answers to a number of their own questions,/including:

“If King had personally written that speech, why would he make
mistakes like those containe? in it—especially the one.involving his age?”

“If the speech was wriiten by someone other than King, who was
the author and when was it written?”” -

The answers to these questions are considered highly importamtio=.
the investigation, since, if another person was concerned in the prepara-
tion of that speech, the writer might be able to shed new light on it —
especially those mistakes.

Also, if King had received help with the speech, the passages deai-
ing with the civil rights leader’s premonition of death would probably
have been {ully discussed. King's request to the Detroit pclice depart-
ment for protection when he visited "that city a few weeks before his
death indicated he feared for his life then. .

Jnformation gathered by the FBI on King, prior to his_assassina-

tion, showed that a secret member of tie Cormmunist Party’s execufive
committee was one of King’s closest advisers and speech writers.™ "

This ghost writer for King prepared many of his most famous™
speeches, according to testimony given by ¥BI Director J. Edgar Hoover -~
during a closed door meeting of a House Appropriations subcommittee. ™%
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Since Ray during his trips prior to King's assassination visited the*
same city in which this ghost writer lives, the FBI is now investigating to
determine if the two met covertly.




WIDE '\l’\G THE INVESTIGATION

RRecent evidence gathered by FBI agents in onc of the most mas-
sive prebes in the nation’s history has forced serious investigation of
these' possibilities:
o That somcbody close to King or within his own organization
tipped off his assassin as to the civil rights leader’s routine on the day of
his slaying. .
o That Ray was hired directly by certain black natmnahsts who . : Ce=
paid him with money made available by foreign sources.
o That an mternatxonal Commumst “assassin squad” was in
- volved in the slaying.
Because of Ray’s mysterious trips to Mexico and Canada shortly
before the assassination, the entire U. S. intelligence operation, ranging
from the Central Intelligence Agency to the Defense Intelligence Agency,
has been pressed into the hunt for King’s killer.
.One CIA report indicates that Ray, who is linked to the murder
weapon by Iingerprints and ballistic data, may have visited Cuba during
his Mexican trip, according to information furnished by a Mexican air- -
line official. . e ‘
The FBI assumption is that, if there was a conspiracy to kill Km -
those involved made arrangements to spirit their hired killer out of the :
i{U.S. to Cuba via either Mexico or Canada.

THE CHANGING TIMES - _ e

4 Probably the greatest irony of the probc of King’s assassination
is that FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, one of the civil rights leaders.-
severest critics when he was alive, is dom« everything in his power to

olve the case
’ On the other hand, King’£ closest aides in the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference are spjowing little or no interest in whether the
killer is foun

When'&ey, Ralph ARernathy,

ing’s successor as president of the
SCLC. presented a series () s to Attorney General Ramsey Clark
for the “Poor People’s’) campaign none of these called for more inten- _
sive effort to solve King's assassination. ‘ ) : 1

According to persons who attended the meeting, nothing was said
about King’s death or the FBI investigation, althouoh a number of the
poor in “Resurrection City” had urged Abernathv to press for a more
vigorous probe.

Congressional supporters of Hoover sav there are a number of
compelling reasons for Abernathy’s silence. Most important of these is
King’s instruction to key aides of his Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference not long before his death that no verbal attacks were to be made
against Hoover or the FBI for fear of counter action by the FBI director.

The last time King blasted Hoover and the FBI publicly, these law-
| makers pomted out, the FBI director called the Negro leader the “most S ‘
notorious liar” that he had ever known — a statement Hoover has never ' !
retracted. ]

At the time, the ng~Hoover exchange resulted in a White House
arranged meeting at which the veteran FBI director did most of the
talking. .

Accordma to an unpublished account given to House Appropriations
subcommiiiice members, Hoover Irankly told King thatif KIng ever re-
peated ‘m ~:nfounded charges ‘against the FBI, everything he knew about
King weu. “ be made public.

~Affe;~ that blunt “warning, King refrained from ever repeatmg his
attack aganst either Hoover or the FBI. Rev. Abernathy. who accompa-
nied King to Washington for that meeting with Hoover, sdopied the same
L nnllr \

The boxed portion of this article did not appear in the Northern - <
% Virginia Sun for 4 June 1968. e G
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