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ieALPH McGILL.

If there was a plot, or con-
spiracy, to murder Dr. Martin
Luther King, only a few —a
very few—persons met togeth-
er to make the agreement. But

it was inevitable, if there was .

such an offer made to, and
‘accepted by, the alleged killer,
James Ear] Ray,

that others outside the actual
plotters knew about it. ‘
So, in London’s Cannon Row
Prison, James Earl Ray is
thinking. If, in whatever read-

. ing he has done, he has read
about or seen plctured a ba-

lancing ~ scale, he sees the -
. ex-con, and on friendly terms

shadow of it in his mind.
In one of the scales is his

life. The other is empty. If his .

he must
e other

life is to be lifted u
put . something in
scale.

So, he thinks how that may"

be done.

If Ray had a “big money
deal” to assassinate Dr. Mar-.
tin. Luther King, as his brother

- Jerry believes as the only pos-
sible explanation, then James
Earl Ray knows others than
those with whom he dealt di-

as his _
brother believes there was,

I There“W'as a Doi‘éoll,“.Ray

to go back to those who were
to pay the murder money that
a good prospect had been
- found. '
Ray was a quiet kind of man
— except when he got into
arguments . about Negroes. He
- hated them all. A bartender.in
a Los Angeles “club” bar told
police - he remembered Ray
getting into an argument with
a woman who had said she
didn’t think all colored people
weré bad. Ray was harsh with -
the woman - and angrily de-
ziounced all Negroes. -
- He advertised himself. :
Brother Jerry, himself -an

with . his brother, rationalized

it with the FBI. His brother

had escaped after serving sev-
en years of a 20-year term. He
‘was ‘broke. He had to have-
money. If he tried robbery he
might get little or nothing. A
deal with a lot of money would
look good. He didn’t have any
love for colored people, but,

* said brother Jerry, “I know he

wouldn’t put himself in a spot
like this (killing Dr. ng) un-
less there was something in 1t,
for him.”

someone talk" Will Xheap hotel after the shootmg

someone turn  State’s -
evidence? Will someone claim
the reward? Will someone,

himself worried, go to police”

one day and say, “Look, I
know how you can learn all
about the King-case and How -
~Ray was picked?”

And if there was a deal,

those who arranged it and pro-.

vided the money also will be
thinking. Will Ray talk? Wil]
he, watching that shadow

- -scale with his life in it sink.

lower and lower, one day be-

~ of Dr. King and dropping.the

~ing on the Scene; A man coiild

hopefully ot to be found fo
.a few days?

gun on the sidewalk is an:gx-:-
ample. Police were CODVErg- o

not walk ‘down ‘the sidewalk
carrying a gun. But; why was
1t not left "behind, or hidden

re-arranged place,

And finally, who wou]d pay
for such a crime?
" There are: at’ Jeast ﬁve.
.groups ~ whose ‘violence .pro- .
grams suggest them as possi-

gin to sing? The money is 0o . bilities. For .some- years now

good ‘any more. If he can put -
a confession into that mow .
-.empty scale, it might balance -
up the scales a bit -and get
him life, not death.’

So, he- — and others — will
think. And fret.

Ray’s record as a small- .
time thief and grocery store
, stick-up man does not reveal

him as considerably intelli-

gent, shrewd or resourceful.

0 So, brother Jerrys bellef

-synagogues, . - churches and - h
- homes have been dynamiteéd.

" Death has been a part of some

of these acts of violence. The
hatred for” Dr. King by the
leaders of these groups indeed
has been -open and vicious. If
they. determined on the deed
and the criminal cantacts with
Ray, the money would have
been simple for them.

But perhaps theré was only

‘Ray himself — lus tw1sted

rectly’ were aware of it. In
such a money deal a number _ So, in London he will be '
of talks were necessary by looking — and in the U.S. pris-
those who wanted Dr. King- _0n, he will be thinking too — -
dead. ““if,"‘!ndeeg’iuthere was.ia deal.

. There would have had to RRoubts gnay atlnstmmi
have been a search of some S TACeT L
time — a patient waiting and
talking with underworld or
fringe underworld characters |

. pantilthe Tight or likely man*? :

- g “Tound. ‘One day, if there: :
Vel mchapth.thewordhad. :
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) Ray Extrad‘m,on“

61578
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Faces Hurdles

LONDON UPI —Efforts to
return James Earl Ray to the
United States for trial in the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. may run into a sea of
delay and difficulty because of
Britain’s complex extradition
laws, legal sources said today.

The language of the 1870 law
is vague on the subject of politi-
cal assassination, the sources

said, and it will require U.S.

authorities to present strong
evidence that Ray is responsible
for the civil rights leader’s
death.

‘The legal sources said framers
of Britain’s extradition laws
sought to exclude political assas-
sination from offenses of a “po-
litical character’’—and therefore
not subject to extradition—but
the language used was vague.

They also said that if U.S. au-
thorities are permitted to ques-
tion Ray in his prison cell prior
to the extradition -hearing it
could jeopardize their case.

They must go before the court
with prima facie evidence of his
guilt-—not just suspicion—before
he can be sent to America, the
sources said. _

Lawyers :from both -nations’
planned to meet Monday to.set a
date for the hearings.on Ameri-
ca’s extradition request = ‘-

o
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NO GRAND TOUR *-

Ray Had a Tough Time in- Eur6|3e"v

Ray asked Joao, {

LONDON (UPI)—James Earl him mbo another room and had a

Ray had. a temble tour of Eu-
rope. '

Ray, accused of slaymg the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
was confused by British curren-
cy.

He was so nervous that he had
his breakfast tray set down ott-
side his hotel door.

A London hotel clerk judged
him simple.- A Lisbon waiter
called - him cheap. One hotel
owner said his going was “good
riddance” and announced plans
to change the name of the hotel
where Ray slept.

" Extradition Proceedings
As more details of Ray’s stay

look. “Yanks are all the same. I
thought he had a lady in there.
But he didn’t bave any lady in
my hotel.”

He left the hotel in the Pimlico
area -early. “I thought, ‘Good
riddance to you,’ * Mrs..Thomas

said. - She said she now will
change the hotel name from

Pax, meaning peace, to some-
thing else.

In Lisbon, the police and
FBI agent found an easy but d

. On MayB atsp.m Ray

an|shy. Chambermal
trail ‘left by Ray early last :

month,

-7 A
}n,'!_q‘,s‘ FiC

afyin 2

p "JO Ut CH(‘*: T0
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entered a third class waterfront
hotel and asked for a room. The
clerk gave him Room 2 on the
second floor. v

It overlooks a narrow street
and has a bed, a wardrobe, a
chest of drawers and two chairs,
It costs $2.10 a day. Ray set
down his suitcase and a brief-
case. There he stayed nine days.

Luis, the receptionist, remem-
bers Ray as quiet, lo ¢

in became known, Brit-
ish Home Secretary James Cal-

laghan signed an order authoriz-
ing the Bow Street Magistrate’s
Court to conduct extradition pro-

\J? Thi 'J‘JJME r

ter, for permtsmqq_
young * woman :
said no. The girls in't
bars remember” hinl; One;
Maria can’t seem t¢ recalf:
spent one or two:

Ray She Wludes ll;
a hp

ceedings against the 40-year-old
escaped convict. Chief Metropol-
itan Magistrate Frank Milton

was expected to schedule a hear-
ing in about a week.
- Ray had about a2 month i in Eu-

rope to visit such sights as the
Tower of London, the sunny
beaches of Portugal and the

British Musepym. But he was on
the run, it rained and Ray

The cab

v~~\

Sl

aniel N1
35, saldhedroveth ey and an‘
unidentified companion to a
bank 3 blocks away, the Star].
jreperted,

92 T T

‘.

stayed mostly in his hotel rooms
or sought out just those bars
that feed on luckless travelers.

A girl in thigh-high miniskirt,
a hotel clerk who thought Ray

was neurotic and a night parter
who refused to let the lonely
man bring a girl upstairs have

filled in some of the pieces of
~ the last days of freedom of
James Earl Ray.

jves in Taxi - *~ :
e Nassau 21, first saw Ray
when he showed up May 28in a

taxicab at London’s new Earl's

Court Hotel, a building of white
stone adorned with blue awn--
ings. Miss Nassau, a hotel clerk;.

said he “gave the impression he’
had just come from an an- ter-

W

minal.” - ]
‘The clerk who checke’iin Ray

IN3WND0G AONIN3I43Y

is off on holiday on a
island. But Miss Nassau
bers Ray. She is a north-
- of-England glrl with dark hair
and shapely legs and a blue
miniskirt, and she came to Lon-
don to better hersélf and see the’
world. Ray interested Jane.
' “He was extremely sny, path-
etically shy. I didn’t know why'
he was so secretive. 1 just
thought he was nervou$” she

meri-

|
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Knocks Porter Over .

: “I tned to talk to him but then
I stopped myself I was afraid
he might think I was trying to
chat him up (ﬁut) " Miss Nas-
sau said.

. Ray emerged one night from|.
(his room in search of the bath-
‘room. In & dark hall he bowled
.over a porter who had climbed
a ladder to change a light bulb.
“He  apologized,” Miss Nassau
said

Patiently Miss Nassau tried to
explain British currercy. “But:
he was a bit thick and it didn’t: . .
sink in. He was very slow,” she’ : o
said.

Later another hotel ' clerk
found a paperback spy novel,
“Assignment Tangier,” that Ray
had dropped. In the back was a|
mass of figures indicating Ray's
attempts to compare the value
of dollars to pounds.

A second man had appeared
with Ray when be checked in.i .
Miss Nassau never saw him
agam. Ray left June §, carrying ' e
‘the airline flight bag he always
%lutched, possibly. containing the
Liberty chief pistol he was ar-
rested with Satdrday at Heath-: e
row Airport. T

Miss Nassau called out goodby
and that Sen. Robert F. Kennedy'
had been shot. “He just
shrugged and walked away,”
she said.

‘Contrary to what he had told.
her, Ray headed for a new hotel ;

It was raining and the first hotel
he tned was full. The clerk rec--
ed the Hotel Pax, owned-

Anna oma

p \
three mghts’ stay Mrs. Thomas .
saved the S-pound note he paid
with. She also saved the syringe
she found in his room. She didn't
like Ray. :

-Ray had a “friend’” with him
when he asked at the first hotel.
The second man was gone when
he checked inte his small room |’
at the Pax.

Got 4 Phone Calls

He received four telephone:
calls — Scotland Yard is trying
to find out who from — and a
postcard. The card came for Ian
Colvin, a newspaperman Ray
fad telephoned in search of help
in joining an African mercenary
unit;

Mrs. Thomas said one tele-
phone caller was a woman with
an American “twang.” Ray was.
‘out. and the twang was heardi
no more. Mrs. Thomas thoughti
something was funny.

. “I always thought he slept in| .
bed with his clothes on. When I|
brought his breakfast tray, he|.
told me to leave it outside, like’
he was still in bed. Then, a min- i
ute later, before I had gone a
step, he was at the door fully
dressed, picking itup...he was

80 neuratic,’” she said.
Rav kept out the maid. Hel
Tha aedared
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By MICHAEL COPE
Special to The Star

- TORONTO — James Earl
Ray, the nondescript suspected
assassin of Dr. Martin' Luther

King, Jr., had two genuine Cana-
dian passports when he was
caught at London Airport after a

- Ray was the latest of scores

of criminals and Communist.
spies who for years. have been

outwitting law enforcement
agencies around the world with{:

Here is how Ray worked it:

.' He picked up a passport ap-
plication from a Toronto travel

tures taken and marled them off
to Ottawa with $5. -
« - Before filling ‘out the apph-

catwn he probably bought a
Al date and place of

sitth s=BRamon Géorge Sneyd -
m- paunderworld documen-

-
‘fation agency. The going pnce1
;vouldbe  about $200.

A $2 Fee

c ,@At‘the' Ontario Provincial gov-
ent’s registrar office he

ed copy of a birth certificate in
the' name of Sneyd—the . only

kproof the Canadian government
from a passport ap-

-the -%rong name as the real Ray-| -

kmon Sneyd is a Toronto police
t-officer who was astounded when
: the federal mounties questioned

-him about the passport he had
- pever applied for.

g Q' »Later in Lishon, Portugal

Ray went to the Canadian consu-
§~labe and bought another passport

- over the counter there claiming
- his name had been misspelled on
the original.

" It was only because the FBI
bad a hunch that Ray might
have fled to Canada following

.the Memphis assassination that
.the Mounties started sifting

through more than 200 000 photo-

1N039YVHI YO «SISATYNY

' Canada Péssport'Laxﬂ
Boon for Fleeing Ray

worldwide two—month search for|

maﬂ order passports from Otta .

agency, had three unsmiling pic-]

;paxd ‘another $2 for a document-| .

= But in Rays case he chose]’ i

are well known in jails-and pris-

in Canada.
In both Toronto apd M

names, dates and placeuif birth]
to get a birth certificaté), which

real the underworld has’ﬁslsof [P TR
(the only information Fequired] 2% .

b ’H %ﬁﬁ'réporfedly‘ pof euthi]
ons around the wotld. . The}siastic*sbout- & recommendation] -
Mounties know ‘that'.’:_in"’ one| from T: the . International
American penitentiary_ the 4n-|Avistion Organization in Mon
mates run night classes for pris-{ real that present passport‘be Yé-
oners 500n to be released coach-| placed with credit card-type
ing .them how to getapassport passports embossed with com-
s puter digits which examining of-
vy .wmldjudinton oupoill i

are for sale to cnminals on.‘

In Toronto there is%a Jea
{one source which offers genuins
passports for sale already filled

[ LN

in, but minus the bearer’s pic-
tune
Canadlan passports have

G =

long ith spies
}also. Lonsdal e big-
gest Soviet spy ever caught by

the British, traveled ona Cana-

dian’passport. -

nadian’ passports Even-‘m

traha, -counterespionag
in 1960 -recovered agam

passport being used bya oviet]
sPyrmg K’ "

The Commumsts Jxatchet

man who murdered heon!n-ot

secret cyphe
the West in 1945, he Yold “the

Embassy in Ottawa defeded 4o

Canadians thatCommumst
agents even had access to the]

Government’s maximum securi-
ty passport records office in the
External Affairs Department.

On at least one occasion, he
said, Soviet -agents actually

broke into the office and substi-
tuted. genuine passport appfica-

7/7 & \577/92

tions with fakes.
* Canada’s new pnme minis-
ter, Pierre Trudeau, is deter-

G-12-468

mined to halt this trafﬁckmgin
ms country s passports .
: et
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The most amazmg thing

about the capture in London of
James Earl Ray, suspected
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther

King "Jr., is the tremendous
amount of work that had to be

done in order to accomplish
this. .
“Flng nnts 11

much used but httle under-
stood, were the key, and few
.people realize .what an enor-

. mous task was involved jn
identifying the suspected killer

of Dr. King. Latent - prints
found on items near the scene
of the King shooting on April 4

were not clear enough or com-

plete enough to enable an iden-

tification to be made from fin-

gerprints on file with the FBI. .

The break in the Ray case

came 10, days after the shoot-
ing of Dr. King, when the FBI
located .a rooming house in At-

lanta where the suspect, then .
known as Eric Starvo Galt,
had stayed and where he had

left some papers. Included in
these were. maps, .on one of

which there was a clear print
of - one finger. But this was
enough 1for -the FBI, even

though there are more than
188 million cards in its finger-
print files, representing nearly

82 million individuals.
To narrow the search, the

FBI.made certain assumptions
on the -basis of what was
known about the suspected

killer, including the likelihood
that the man sought was a
fugitive from justice, and the

identity cards of nearb'-z,OOO
fugitives were then

- {_« !:;'

‘a word'

e A5

ey

Within a few hours it was

determined that the pnnt be- -

longed to James Earl Ray,
who was found to have more
"than a dozen sets -of finger-

prints in FBI files. Copies of
Ray’s prints were sent-to po-
lice agencies abroad. When he
was picked up in London, fin-

gerprints definitely identified -

'bim as the wanted man.
‘Fingerprinting is regarded

as the only fool-proof system.

of identification. No two per-

sons have identical prints. The \
appearanee -of an individual °

be changed—hair can be
dyed eyeglasses worn, teeth

pulled, mustaches or beard’
grown or shaven. But the pat--

tern of fingerprints cannot be

altered. It runs through layer -

after layer of skin, and,

though it can be temporanly
hidden by the removal of the
flesh at the ends of the fingers
or by burning them with acid,

the same ridges will reappear
as the scars heal.

Fingerprints as.a means of
identification go back hun- *
dreds of ‘years. Chinese docu-

mments- of the eighth’ century

refer to fingerprints being im--
pressed upon business con--

tracts. The first authenticated
record of official use of finget-
prints in the United States oc-
curred- in"1882, when'a man in

charge of a field project of the -

U. S. Geological Survey work-
ing in New Mexico put his own
print on commissary orders to
prevent their forgery

to Ray

- print .recorids-from all the var-

--prmts are -on file, his jdentity

‘his fingerprints.

*suspicion - is¥growing that he

-the appearance of a planned

< ?-

. apture'

the - United States. Police and

prisons quickly pxcked up the
method for identification of -

criminals,” and the same sys-
temwasadoptedm1905bythe'
United States Army. In 1924,

the - identification division of
the . FBI consolidated finger-

ious agencies, including many
not concemed -with law “en-

forcemenf “or criminals. The
international exchange of fin-
gerprint data was xmtlated in-

1932
.- Once an mdlvidual’s ﬁnger-

can be- determnedmmatter
how many -aliases he nses-or

physical - changes -he may
-make. Thus, James Earl Ray
assumed different names-and

disguises, and carried fraudu-
lent identification as he moved -
around from country to coun-

try. There was, however, no
way by which he could change

The ‘big question pow is
‘where Ray got the money for

his trips and the various docu-
ments he used in traveling un-

der assumed ‘identities. The

may have had accomplices in-

this country as well as in Can-
ada, and the whole affair has

conspiracy. 'In the search for
possible ‘associates,” finger-
prints undoubtedly will play a

major role just as they have
brought about the .capture of

James Earl Ray, who no;lv will

¥ s
138 to; an “eyeball by H -
o - T .
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LONDON (AP)—A formal re-

lquest for the -extradition ™ of
| James Earl Ray, accused assas-
sin of Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr., was handed to the British
Forexgn Office today- by US‘

officials.
Stressing the urgency with
which the United States regards

{the case, officials managed to
collect the necessary documends

a day ahead of their own dead-
line.

hundred pages and contain infor-
{mation on Ray’s identity and the

cases against him—both in ¢on-
{nection with King’s murder and
1 Ray’s escape from the Missouri

State Prison while. an
{armed robbery sentence.

Britain Must Rule

" |The Foreign Office now must

certify that the request satisfies

the terms of the extradition
treaty with the United States.
The Home Offoce then rules on

the validity of the murder case
under Brifish - as well as U.S.

{law. Then the file goes to a
judge for a court hearing.
The formal extradition request

came as Scotland Yard delved],
into the mysteries of Ray’s stay
in Britain.

Ray has been tracedito two
London hotels between May 28

Jand his -arrest Saturday, but
‘{there is -an unexplained gap of
1about 10 days, starting May 17

when he left Lisbhon.
i Extradition proceedings could
ilast fwe- months if the

140-year-old escaped convict
fights all the way through the
British courts.

Contacts Are Sought

A Was}ung'ton, D. C chned'y June 12, 7968

For Ray Extradltlon

The documents run- severalh

L ‘id“ascertain@ﬁ&“:{g X

4,

in a rooming house threexm_
days after the suspect :
London.
andlady, st
owski} told pohce a 4
. the second Ray rapori
Iy had during ‘his mo

stay in Toronto after Kipy #e&

on ,Ray another
Mrs. - Szpakorwskl s
blond caller presented
identification card, but botifhe
Mounted “Police and the Td

pohce saxd e whsnot
man.

this ‘sooner,” comments

C. R. Doey. “We'll havédn
her agaln and explo H
seems factual enough.}:
-Willard in Toront
" Doey said John Willard."anethi-
er of the aliases used b

i *-'*r'"' “May "E[svekoigﬂ;
mg for a short blond manwho ) y--» PP A
reportedly came looking .ng

“ resemblng Ray in his store: on

- X%z *Marshall reportedly

) .mohce the man -asked for
ployment but left when the

the name of a man fivin;
Toronto.

John Willard was tHe e
given by a man in Memphis who
rented .a room with a vantage

point on the Loraine Hotél,
where King was slain yvhlle

standing on a balcony. &
Toronto’s - John Willard 6™ a
42-year-old insurance appraiser.

Police have said Ray used the
names of three other Toronto-
nians: Ramon George Sneyd,~a

police - constable; - Paul Bridg-
man, ‘a teaching consultant, and
Eric Galt, a warehouse foreman.

None of the men knew each
other and none kpew hls
g ased) ne

fol &3
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CARL T. ROWAN W 1
The Nation's Greatest Burden—Suspicion
Suspicion is a terribly corro-  vealed gnawing suspicions some cases by their malicious- . ly cared only about Senator h
sive force. Like an acid, it eats ghout the investigations in Dess. Kennedy's support of Israel
at the vitals of a society, open- o 410 John F Kennedy and The ¥BI has tracked down If this is so, we may be able . _]
ing sores o hatred, leaving ‘King assassinations. Numer- v2ames Earl Ray, accused kill-  to- narrow some of the divi-
vast and ugly scarsof oldbut "L ore these who would an-  €F of Dr. King. This ought to  sions that have marred our
unforgotten conflicts. - nounce at a cocktail party that silence most of the critics who national: life. Especially with -
Our society has for many they did-not trust tf]e FBIor 2rgued that the FBI isn'tin- the help of Sen. Edward Ken-
years borne the burdenofan |4~ CIA. People who' might terested in finding murderers nedy and others in or close to
abundance of suspicion. Eras- othe:wasé scorg Stokely Car- of Negroes. And it ought to put the Kennedy family. . ]
ing sores of hatred, leaving michael would repeat his an end to the nonsense of peo- Either out of gneforfury
ing it is one of the major keys | olaim that “the CIA has ali. Ple believing the wildest sorts some Kemnedy friends have = _
to national reconciliation. cense to kill"“because they Of claims about the FBI and suggested that the Kennedys
Millions of people have |gore pedeviled by some irra- e CIA. adopt a posture of angry aloaf-
clung for more than four years tional suspicion that even the If Ray is the murderer,he pess from American political —
to their suspicions that Presi- FBI and CIA were running ought to be able toend alot of life, at least for the rest of this
dent John F. Kennedy was the [ .4 “bumping off” Ameri- speculation about who was and.  year, _
victim of an ugly conspiracy cans - was not plotting against the But the country even more
— that bis assassination could Th' busi and life of the Negro Nobel Prize ¢non the Democratic party )
not have been simply the work othe:nA;?g? usmes:emgi:m - winper, needs a gesture of reconcili-
of Lee Harvey Oswild. . withcans wel boxt  : We are similarly fortunate ;ton from Ted Kennedy. The
And that bit of poisomous Panicky PUSDIIORS DO in that the alleged murderer pogple need to hear the Kemne-
thought still swishes about in Whatdsgn-.RObert F.Kemnedy  of Sen, Robert F. Kennedy i5 gy say that, for all the evil, . —
the bloodstream of American Yould do if hebecame Presi-  glive to stand trial — and o] the incredible sarrow,
politics. ent. . bopefully to enlighten the na- heaped upon that family, they .
When Dr. Martin Luther  Thus it boggles the mind tion as to why he commxttegi are not ready to disavow their
King was slain the immediate Jjust to think of the deep suspi- this bestial act, and who, if " country, their party, or the
speculation was that he had cions that would have gripped anyone, encouraged himtodo  other men who must carry the ]
fallen victim to a conspiracy the country had Sirban Sirhan so. burdens of public service.
of bigots. Rumors were every- 1ot been seized at the time of  As of now, the evidence sug-  The trauma of these last few
where- that a group of “mil- the Senator’s assassination. . "gests that it was not a case of dismaying years is great. It -
lionaire racists” had put a Perhaps we have reached a  shooting down the Senator be-~ -will'tiot-be erased quickly. But :
million dollar bounty on his point where we can reveal cause be bad the courage to an act .of reconciliation here, B
head. some of these suspicions for speak out in bebalf of social the erasure of a bit of suspi-
And that explosive notion what they are: mere fantasies _ change, ..peace in Vietnam,- cmnthet’e,!sm;dy thewayto -
. still charges-the atmospha'e " “aroused 'by men's fear, by " justice for the Negro, or help. ‘set the nation:on a sane and
Millions  of ' people “have re- their - emotionalism, and in for the poor. Sirhan apparegt-. Proper comrse,.. ;
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Ray Extradmon
Faces Hurdles

LONDON UPI —Efforts to
return James Earl Ray to the

United States for trial in the
\\_\ ‘1’(0 slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
\) { King Jr. may run into a sea of

delay and difficulty because of
Britain’s complex extradition \
laws, legal sources said today.

The language of the 1870 law
is vague on the subject of politi- T
cal assassination, the sources T
said, and ‘it will require U.S.| \_AD AaA %
authorities to present strong
evidence that Ray is responsible c \ Q\ G g
for the civil rights leader’s R
death. . ?

The legal sources said framers
of Britain’s extradition Jlaws
sought to exclude political assas-
isination from offenses of a *‘po-|.
+litical character”’—and therefore ;-
inot subject to extradition—but
the language used was vagne.
5 — They also said that if U.S. au-
thorities are permitted to ques-
tion Ray in his prison cell prior
to the extradition hearing it}
could jeopardize their case.

They must go before the court
with prima facie evidence of his
guilt—not just suspicion—before
bhe can be sent to America, the
sources said.

Lawyers from both nations
planned to meet Monday to set a I ==+ I
date for the hearings on Ameri-}
cas extradition request. | -
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