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By PAUL S(Y
Washington —Azente nl o tie
Yoderal Burcau o Investigation

went through one very iense pe-
rod and spent more than $5 mil-
Jion “during their brilliantiy con-
ducted  two-concinent
lor Jumes Ewrl Ray. the ac-
cused killer of Dr. Martin Luther
Kiny,

After surcecsfully trackine and

lacating Ruy in London early in
NMuy, the G-men temporarily lost
his tra:d when he slipped throuzh
thew survedlunce network  and
Ml 1o Partugal

Wihile Rav's shsapyiarance al-
mast caiused a pear panic among
top Jusnce Drepuriment officials

here, cooler-headed FBI agents
directing  the  search kent the
scarch  from collapsing by im-

mediately setting up a new drag-
ne.

\With only the lead that Rayv,
alias Ravmon George Sueyd, had
apparently fled to Europe, the
FBI agents reasoned that bhe-
cause of his temperament and

the foreign language barrier he’

would soon return to an English-
speaking "countrv.

Snecial watches for Rayv were
then  careflully onganized ar all
ports of eniry in Greal Britain.
and the U.S.. on the
belief that  the suspect would
v to relurn to one of those
nations,

Before any heads within  the
agency could roll. the swiff chain
nf events that followed proved the
effectiveness of the FBI strategyv.

Eleven days after his second
disappearance, Ray. alias Sneyd.
flew back to London from Lis-
hon. With the heip of British au-
thorities. the FBI again pwkc‘d
up his trail.

Rav was then kept under ciose
surveillance until he suddenly
prepared again to depart [reat
Britain for Europe — thm Jtime
for Brussels. He was arresied
at  London Airport bhefore he
could board his plane.

Despiie Rav's capture, the FBI
investigation of King's assassina-
tion is far from heing closed.

One agzent involved in ihe in-

. . e
quiry Rays privately tha‘._ “the

arves! of Ray is only the hegin-
ninT of this inquiry,” He poins
ot that “Ray is the kev to de-

‘termiining the others involved in

the  ascassination plot.”

For instance. FBI and Cana-
dian authorities are sill investi-
gating how Rav was sahle (o ex-
ploil legal loonholes like a pio
in ohtaining his Canadian pass
part
Several dozen agents

man  hunt,
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One of me
cessful FBI m\c<11'*a.mn is 1hat
Just two months belore the King
assassination, 1he  bureau was
ohliged to cut in half the number
ol agents in Ewrope, including
those an London as a result of
Iresident Johason's order slash-
ing overseas personnel of all gov- .
emment security and ml(-!hzence
HUCNC le‘\

In ther iniensive  search for
Kiug's kilier, the FBI spent more
than $5 million in the first nine
weeks of 118 investigation. At
times, upward to 3000 agents
were assigned to the case.

Half that number of azents
are still involved in the eontinu.
ing investigation. In addition tn
running down new Jleads, they are
rechecking Rav’s travels to and
from Memphis, the scene of the
BSKASSINATION. o

When Ray's trail led to Loo
don, however. many of HNirse
agenls were sen! back overseas
wirh instructions to forget abour
the economy move unt] the sus-
pected assassin was picked up.

One of the mos imporant de
cisions thal President  Johnson
will make before jeaving office
next January concerns possihle
publication of sealed documents
from the Warren Comimission in-
quiry of the assassination of
President Kennedy:,

At Jeast 20 per cent o! the
commission’s files remmain locked
in the National Archives. where
ihe full record of the Kennedy
assassination prohe is filed.

A list of more than 20 of the
sealed documents was prepared
recently hy attarneys of the
Justice Department for further
reexamination to determine if
their publication should bhe rec-
ommended 10 the President.

Most  intriguing  are reportis
of the Central Intelligence Agency
dealing with the private reaction
of high Cuban officials to the
ASSASKINANON.

Other deals wikh a top secret
CIA memorandum from Richard
Helms fnow CIA director) to J.
T.ee Rankin. chief counsel of the
Warren Commission, It 1< listed
under the heading :"Report of
conversations  hetween  Cuban
President and Cuban Ambassa-
dor.”

Also still under seal is a CIA
memarandum from Helms to the
Commission  which  carries  the
{ollowwing  notation:  “*Discussions
botween Sovied Premvier Khrush-
chev and Drew Pearson re Lee
Harvey Oswald=» Neithér Helms

nor Pearson over commented
miblicly on this memorandum or
s content.
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WASHINGTON — North Korea
appears to be positioning its mili-
tary forces for a new invasion
of South Korea.

Recent Communist troop move-
ments near the demilitarized
zone, separating north from south

at the 38th Parallel, are even -

‘causing U. S. intelligence experts

to warn that the military of-
fensive could come during the

~June M5 anmve:sary of North

Korea's 1950 invasion.

Kim Il-Sung the Sovnet-tram-'

ed premier of North Korea who
launched that first offensive, has
pledged to open a ‘new front
against the U. S. at the appro-
priate time.” '
Sigrificantly, Kim has in re-
cent days put al his military
forces on a wartime alert and
issued a decree which in effect

has caused ful mobilization of -

North Korean manpower and in-
dustry.

In addition to these military
moves, Kim has aiready sup-
plied more than 50 Korean pilots
to the battered North Viethamese

airforce, which is being com-

pletely rebuilt during the present
U. S. halt of all bombing above

i the 19th parallel.

As reported in this column on

February 2, the President’s in-
telligence advisers have been -

warning him that the Kremlin
planned a series of closely con-
nected crises in West Berlin, Ko-
rea, Wetnamandcwaﬂﬁssum-
mer. . .

As forecast then, ﬁ:ese crises

will be linked closely with mas-.

sive demonstrations and riots
planned in Washington and other
major U. S. cities.

The West Berlin forecast is al-
ready a- reality.

Most jmmediafe ganger area
outside of West Berlin and South
Vietnam- is South Korea, where
neither the 2nd nor the Tth U. S.
Infantry divisions can be called
combat ready, according to &
study just. completed by ﬂle Sen-

While the U S. Air Force in
Sout:h Korea has been vastly in-
creased sgince the USS Pueblo
seizure caught it with half a
dozen planes, the -North Korean
jets now outnumber it. by around
two to one.

The subcommiitee’s teport also
noted that both Army divisions

“are below strength, greatly de-

ficient in captains and majors,
and hampered by ‘a lack of
equipment and spare parts di-
verted to Vietnam.

According to the latest U. S.

.intelligence estimates, North Ko-

rea reconnaissance attacks in
force can be expected at any
time — including this week-end.
A captured North Korean ‘‘ore

By ROBERT S. ALLEN
and PAUL SCOTT

der of battle’” calls for probing
attacks all along the. 156 - mile
front in order to disrupt com-
munication knes, create economic
chaos, and lay the groundwork

for an externally supported and -

guided revolt.

Several months ago the North
Koreans began stockpiling 60-
days supply of food and military

_equipment, including all types of
. spare parts and ammunition, just

north of the demilitarized zone.
At least, five new North Ko-
rean divisions have now been

moved into these front line po-

sitions.
One military intelligence group,

which correctly foracast the pres-

ent East German pressure. o
West Berlin, is now warning that
it is the policy of the Kremlin
to involve U. S. forces with those
of other Communist nations on
as many fronts as possible this
summer. -
Once the U. S, is deeply in-
volved in these crises, " they

“claim, the Russians-plan to send
_ large numbers of ground troops

for the first time into the Middle
East — probably stationing them
in Egypt at that country’s re-

d1an Passports —. Jamei
"Earl Ray, the:suspected a

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
was the latest of scores of crim-
inals and Communist spies- who
for . years have been outwilting

. law enforcement . agencies. around

the world . wiﬁx Gmadian pass-
ports.

Most important of these fugi-
tives, and one who is now being
held by South African authori-
ties, is the agent Moscow assign-
ed 1o set up a new super-spy net-

has told South African security
authorities that his actual tar
get country was the U. S, to
which he planned to travel via
Canada.

According to information fur-
hished the FBI and CIA, Lo-
ginov's main mission was to
build a new Soviet espionage
team within America’s “new
left,” including the hiring of as.
sassins among them.

In one of his reports forward-
ed to Washington. Major-General
'H. J. Van Den .Bergh, chief of
Canadian passport and the way
it was obtained should be of

speclal interest to U. S. authori- - .

gﬁ
ol the KGB (Sovxet Se- -

crét Police) who serves as a Rus-
sian diplomat in Canada.
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The Deepening Mystery of
Dr. King’s Assassination

WASHINGTON=-Six weeks after the
murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., the Negro leader’s alleged as-
sassin remained the world’s most-wanted
fugitive.

Deepening mvstery  screened  the
whereabouts of James Earl Ray, alias
Eric Starvo Galt. sought as the sniper
who killed Dr. King in Memphis on
April 4.

‘In the Dbelief of some investigators,
Ray's disappearance in the {ace of one
of the most intensive manhunts ever
pressed gave credence to a theory that
he was a gunman hired by conspirators
who engineered not onls ‘Dr. King's slay
ing but the death of the assassin, :

Foreign plot? One conjecture dis-
cussed behind the scenes in official
Washington was that the assassination of
Dr. King was plotted in a foreign coun-
try. Castro’'s Cuba and Red China fig-
ured in speculation. The reasoning went
this way: -

Western intelligence agents assume
that co-ordinated terrorism is one phase
of co-operation between Havana and
Peking—and that both of these Commu-
nist regimes. hoping to foment wide-
spread racial strife in the U.S., might
have looked upon assassination of Dr.
King as a trigger. .

Such a plot, according to some spe-
cialists in international Communist . in-
tricue, could have involved the expertly
aided flight of the killer—and his own
subsequent execution, to make sure that
he was silenced forever.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
has maintained a “no comment” attitude
on the conspiracy theorv. '

The official view. Attorney General
Ramsev Clark. on the American Broad-
casting Company's “Issu~s and Answers”
television program on May 12, was
asked whether he thought Rayv was still
alive. The Attorney GCeneral replied:
“We have no evidence to believe that
he is not still alive.”

The next question to Mr. Clark:

“There are . . . theories inevitably that
-he was not a man alone. that he may have
been a hired killer, even hired by foreign
agents. Do you have any evidence along
those lines?™

The Attorney Ceneral's answer:

"1 think it is perhaps not constructive
to speculate on those things at this time.
Qur evidence indicates a man acting
alone. This does not negate other theo-
ries. Qur purpase now is to find the man
we are looking for, and perhaps these

other details will unfold after we have
done that.”

Visit to Mexico. One _international
aspect of the hunt centers upon Mexico.
The FBI turned up information that
Ray—shortly after he had acquired mys-

teriously a sizable bankroll—visited Mex- -

ico fn October, 1967.

An unanswered question: Was an as- .

sassination plot then heing hatched, and
was Ray in touch with Castroite or other
foreign agents in Mexico?
Mexican authorities are co-operating
in the attempt to solve the mystery.
Meanwhile, investigators have kept
looking for leads in other places to

h(,“r“

JAMES EARL RAY: subject of “most mas-
sive manhunt ever undertaken’ by FBI.

which Ray traveled during the year be-.

tween his escape from a Missouri prison
and the assassination of Dr. King—Cana-
da. Los Angeles, New Orleans, Birming-
ham among them..

_Ray was last reported seen in Atlanta
—on April 5, some 15 hours after the
murder in Memphis.

As search lengthens—. On “Issues
and Answers,” Attorney General Clark
described the search for the fugitive as

“the most massive manhunt ever under-
taken™ by the FBl and co-ordinated lo-

cal law-enforcement agencies.

The longer that search failed to yield
results, the greater the doubt among
some investigators and other officials that
Ray, as a “loner,” could have evaded
the dragnet. Nor did scrutiny of Ray's
background suggest that he was capable

Ty 0%

of planning and carrying out the assas
nation without the help and guidance
skilled conspirators.

As the theory of a foreign plot gain:
circulation in Washington, stress w
placed on the hypothesis that the kille
given a down payment in advance of t]
crime and promised a bigger payc
later, might have been paid off, instea
with death. ~ |
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