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King Killer Eludes Wide FBI H^^
The Washington M ry-Go-Rv-^nd

By Drew Pearson 
and Jack Anderson •

The FBI's failure ,to . appre­
hend the assassin of Dr.Mar- 
tin Luther King has led to re­
ports that J. Edgar Hoover is 
not interested in catching the 
murderer/The reports are bas­
ed partly on the fact that 
Hoover and King were not on 
good terms, Hoover having 
publicly branded King as “the 

■ most notorious liar in the 
world.”

We have checked into the 
' operations of the FBI in this 

respect and are convinced that 
■ it., is conducting perhaps the 
most painstaking exhaustive 
manhunt ever before under- 

’ taken in the United States. Its 
’ G-men have checked every bar 
ever patronized by James Earl 
Ray, every flophouse he /ever 
stopped at, every cantina in 
Mexico he ever visited. It has 

' collected an amazing array/of 
evidence,-all linking Ray with 
the murder.

That he has not been found 
. may be due, first, to the possi­

bility that -he himself was 
murdered by those who hired 
him to kill./Dr. King; or, .’se­
cond, that hie is hiding in some 
remote Mexican -village.- -i<>. 

k If he has money ;—and ap- 
I patently he had — Ray might 
J be able to ilive.in’a distant 

part . of Mexico Indefinitely. 
|The Mexico City police are ef- 
I ficient and co-operative,, but 

police in the remote areas are 
' not. In some tillages few.Mex- 
, leans can read 'or write, , and

radio news of - the outside 
world does not penetrate.. .. 
: Studied Gome Fiction ' 
/'What /the . FBI.: has estab­
lished -about f King’s'assassin 
was that he was'aprofessional 
killer Awhoi^dj^stuffied??^ 
suspense writihgtpf lan; Flem­
ing and Ayn Rand-^His. pseud­
onym, Eric Starvo’GalCfc.in­
stance, was taken from both 
authors. „ ‘^V.,4

Yet, while a s t u d e n t, of 
crime he was also a .bungler. 
For he left behind the 'mur- 
der rifle with'his fingerprints 
on it and, wrapped around 
the rifle a bedspread/which 
contained strands-of his hair. 
He also ^Jeft -behind? a blue 
zipper bag containing a brush 
with hair matching those .oh 
the; bedspread.
’:zAll. the -evidence, we :have 
been able to gather /points to 
the probability that Ray was 
hired tokill Dr. 'King.-He 
broke out of the’ Missouri 
State Penitentiary on_ April 
23, 1967, after boasting to fel­
low prisoners that he intended 
to make a.big “score” on. the 
outside.' He remarked. to /one 
inmate that he mightj/try. -to 
collect a rumored $1'muUon' 
bounty/ that -r supposedly /had 
been offered by “a busihess- 
men’s;. group” - for the /dea th 
of Dr. King, i V ~

Four months later, on Aug. 
30,1967, he opened a safe de­
posit box in the Birmingham 
Trust National Bank and sud­
denly began passing out crisp 
$20 bills like*a trig spender.

a' new -identity, as ?Eric Starvo . <He paid $499 for’dancing^ in­
struction, then quit-after . only 
a.fewlessons.Hespent $395 
f d^,mailorder/photographic 
equipment that he didn’t know 
how to operate?. '^<' / f ’^

He-shelled- out; money.-, for' 
aba rt e n ding* course,* blit 
showed. nd Interesting working 
behind any bar. He also took 
a course in/ lock-picking from 
a ;cdrrespdndence.^school^n 
Michigan. His' white /Mustang 
cost $1995, which fhe^ip^d/in 
cash. He droveitfromMexieo 
to Montreal, fromLosArigeles 
toftew OrleansM^^O 
A Occasionally he..slipped $20 
to bar girls' and prostitutes/ 
In Mexico .he/Uved/wi^Aa 
prostitute in smalltowns/l&e 
Jalisco -and -Puerto Vallarta 
where / prices were ■ cheap; 
Once he posed in sun glasses 
fof/a picture with his Mexican 
prostitute. InLosAngelesj/he 
advertised in the hippie news- 
paper that he would?like?to 
meet “a passionate/mairied 
woman.” He also paid $l’to 
the -Swinger’s CluhAfor. - the. 
names and addresses ;-6f7five. 
girls._-
/All' told, Ray .spent/ah esti­
mated $10,000/gin ///ifeve n 
months.. Yet'-heghever./heldL/ia 
job, and committed no . crimes 
following his ' escape from -the 
Missouri penitential ,that:the 
FBI has discovered.-Previous­
ly he had been involved in a 
long list of filling station, and 
other robberies. But after-his 
escape he became-a loner. in 
some respects became another 
Lee - Harvey <.Oswald/*MeM- 
while, ’. he sought to - establish

''C^fuWra^
^It -'seems ? likely’ that "'Ray?*/';, 
planned the^munier'M>f,*Dr£SV>' 
King-for several months/He 
finally • purchased -the Remf^/' / 
ington rifle'ln Birmingham on^ 
March/30//then .-moved to'a 
boarding-house/in Atlanta. In £\ 
Mi/rpoBt'aginto found ajnap ^^ 
of Atlanta with/fqur location

^k^^Dr.^  ̂sresi- ^^ 
dence/his^eadquarterS/iit the ^}// 
SoutfieA£>iCludsti£m#& 
ship JComerehce^ajrS^ \ 
ing/house and the spot where/ ii -/■ 
he^abandoneds/hisKMustang/gf- /*

mMcne/pf/the/^ 
clearjitiiunibpfint. from’Ws®. 
right /thuihb.^ •
^E^den^-*Ray; changed his ^/; / 
mindhbdut’waylaying King taSU’; 
Atlanta/; Md ' followed him to /* ? 
Memphisinstead 
*A^wlni£/£irtren^ up ^ 
tlm&ldoa:money* it ^ proVw ' ' 
ably nbt'the Ku Klux Klan or 3 
the। -Minute/Men,Sfof/they are./ . 
an /Impatie^Atot;?^ 
not? hayd//write£gfoF'^ ; 
mohthi&forTEaj^^'^ 
/Elack/iextremisth^ 
notK/beeh/gfuled'^ 
might>jiaveASOugh|^^ 
of, King inxqrdCTr'^Arembve^: 
thevprophetgof/hohviol^^
~'-&.UM,uMW*cClw<4yirfkal»'^«» T* '

* w x. jjas-rsijjyg
Bill Gold Ailirig < -

BUI Gold'is ilL The Dis- iJ 
-trict Line/column will be re- 
sumed upon his retanC^-^^



^ VEGXS SU4 
i o ^y 1968

CIAHASnOO&ECTIONTOI 
 DEetASClRCATlON AND/OR 

. ; . RELEAS iOF THIS DOCUMENT

^> feffD. E@TOGi] .
Hw

5 Plot Theory Probed
. WASHINGTON—The entire U.S. intel- much more upon completion of the job.
ligence apparatus, including the military " When he returned to his U.S. racist em- 
and the Central Intelligence Agency, has ]ployers for the final payoff; the theory 
now become involved in the investiga- -goes, he was slain and Ms body dumped 
tion of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther where agents may never find it.

. A / international intelligence agentsrhave 
Evidence gathered by FBI agents in ' entered the investigation, however, be- 

one of the most massive probes in the cause:of Ray’s.mysterious trips io New
, nation’s history.ihasjorced senous in- ‘ Orleans—and certain/of The ' susy^s 

•W^^®D ^^ ^®^?: -. A 1 trips out of the/country. iThe FBI, re- 
1. That James Earl Ray, the alleged .. portedly has pinpointed. Ray’s /move- 

^^s?5?®* was the hired killer in a Cuba- meats even to knowing wMch prostitute 
A he spent wMch night with in certain coiih- 

tries, but it has not yet produced mcan- 
/'ingful evidence of an international plot. 
/ But there is deep suspicion of a Cuba- 

Red China plot. The, assumption is that.

Red China plot , . ■'7*
2. That the “assassin squad” of the 

Soviet Secret policewassomehow ih-\
: volved in the plot, A r T •

3. That Ray was hired indirectly by 
certain black nationalists who paid him 
with money made available by foreign
sources.

A MANY AGENTS •
The FBI has had as many as 2,000 

: agents working at one time, in coopera/ 
tion wtih hundreds -of ^ped ' policemen 

. and other ' U.S;7 intelh'gence agents; to 
track “do^’every lead—including "the 
above possibilities that the assassination

if the Cubans had made arrangements 
to spirit their hired killer out of the
U.S., they very likely killed him and 

-/.dumped him in the ocean.

LITTLE EVIDENCE - ,

//however," that there: is no evidencewhat-- 
^soever of involvement by the ConiW??

nist party of the United States, or of any A
was plotted with the intention of creating: splinter group of U.S. Communists.

: internal chaos in the United States.
• It should be emphasized that the dom- 

■ inant theory—and, hope— among those? 
directing the inyestigation is ; still that ' 

r the. killer was. a loner who murdered 
• Dr. King out of his^om crazy, racist- 
: views. . - 1 '

But this theory loses supporters as 
each day goes by without agents turn- 

: ing up any trace of Ray, who is linked 
' to the murder and murder weapon by 
; fingerprints and ballistics data. - A; 
; FBI agents believe no loner could 
/get food and drink for so long a period 
- in this country/without being detected in.’, 

the masave : day-and-night search that 
is underway// ^-^V /

WELL REELED \

• One source called the ..King killing 
^.“one of the most baffling cases in mew- 
*ory.” He? said -suspect Ray “just van;; 

wished in the face 'of the damndest' FBI 
/'manhunt in ages.” y f-'j /"I;' ‘ 
S He also theorized that thc’slaying and 

escape were so smoothly organized that 
. they tend to discredit suspicions of black 
' nationalist involvement—but that “Every 
/possibility must be checked.” - ? 
/ The FBI is pouring. ..vast amounts of 
?manpower and money, into the search 

because it knows its reputation is at
: stake. It also knows that if Dr. King’s 
killer is not . found all sorts of rumors

^X?

wiDjariser Memphis police already ^ave L j 
"been accused of/.plotting,, w^

; and the’ accusations-soon' could.W?jurled ‘4 
at the FBI or other federal:agencies'.';? ^

ft <X

;» This point, added to the now-known / /- Some of those directing^the investi^a' 
’ fact that Ray had plenty of money, has , tioii are "openly hoping that it will tun!

given credibility to the theory that Dr. 
King’s assassin was a hired Jailer. - - 
- A growing fearinFBIcircles is that 
the killer was ^ven $10,000 in advance 
to murder Dr. King with a promise of

out to be the work ; of- one man.: They 
’fear tee? explosive, repercussions if it 
turnsxiii that the'niurdCTer’Avas a hired
killer; for white U.S." far 
foreign power. ~ -

for a
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-By JEREMIAH O'LEARY^ ’£*Xlinbi^^
&-Beyond - that point, ^has

: i‘" - Star aa8^“le^A.^'
- James Earl Ray, sou^it as the 

• £erT'<rfkDr?Mart“1 Luther 
r? , ‘ has disappeared as ef- :~ 

as >if .{the earth. had S 
sw^i°we<i" lita,. and -that may 
well have been the case. v

“If he was .’the hired trigger/. " 
man 5 of.. a * conspiracy,t the ^ 
chances are very /good that he 
has been killed to . silence .hijn - 
forever,” said one official who „ 
has been close to the internation- s„ 
al manhunt for .-Ray. VButif he^ M 
conceived .and carried out then'll 
plot alone, he is probably holed >1 
up somewhere. But where?" ' *

u/i

fe

JAMES EARL RAY

j /.; ^The . FBI. - has/said - nothing 
hr* about the progress of its investi- 
7 Ration and has issued only, three 
#.tefset press-releases'along with 5 
^seyei^jphbtos’ ^ wanted f

^ cnnw»ae?*l KltAR ^^^r'^.^ •a.'f^'^’" - r

f.

I

^Juhass/aojnsider^ of 
irhformatiMi^about -Ray’slife

»s W was penniless'<when7he 
g" escaped from tbe Missouri State

: Penitentiary..-at Jefferson/City, 
'■Mon Apnl 23,1967^-fe;

■On Aug. 30, 1967, he'turnedup 
in /Birmingham, Ala., rented a 
safety ;:dq>osit box Mn/the ;Bir- 

//mingham'Trust NationalBank
* —r„ ^ »WUF11O, lenn. . ; •• .^“d 'be^ss^ih dSagM^
£ ' ““etune between .7and9a.m. amounts..of:money—estimated h
i in m that, .day and.saw;a man be- tb;total/upto$10,000‘—overth“ h
5 caUed Canifni nJiSJ^j^u^ lieved to be Ray park and lock a next sev^imonths./ '
« fftSd 5 W& wMtei^Mu^g.Two Atlanta -J^ere she-obtained the money 
^ her wmdow cab^dnvers beheve they may ; f,« >:«¥, $<J

J 
I 
F '

J

*

Whether he was a' paid gun­
man or a loner, Ray was last 
seen on the morning of April 5, 
less than 15 hours Rafter Dr. ■ 
King was shot ?to deathrby a 
sniper, in -Memphis, Tenn; - „

^^
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RAY

Mystery Surrounding 
Kinq'sKillerDeepens

“ ..... ... ^ FrancisHoteland became^
regidar habitimibfit^ 
Room bar ofthe hotel .and other

. Continued From / Page A-l 
that hespent on the. car, his 

• 19,000 miles of travel to Canada, 
.-Mexico and the West Coast,* and 
on wine, women and bartending 
lessons is one of the mysteries of 
the cas^^^^^g 

FBIagentshave locatedsome

saloonsAThebarkeeps and girls 
around ^the'Rabbit’s.FootClub 
grew to know him as a man with 
a thirst andatankroL^'^'' 
^SODas-EricS^
remained ? in bos Angeles until 
March 27j;1968, and left a broad 
trait ’Therewa^^
from .Los Angeles to New<0r- 
leanswithaman named Charles 
Stein^ajgbearded ' songwriter. 
Stein teported lthat, his. friend 
required him; h^ his 
cousin to sign apetitiori for third 
part y Ijiremdehtial^eBhdidate 
GeorgeWaHaceinNorthHoIly- 
wood,Calif."as thepricefortak- 
ing him » to ■ New<orleans,and 
back.^^^^^^
'Stein recalled tfiat Ray made 

one s long-distance%bafl^fram 
somewhere inTexasbutdid not 
know who hecaHed-Stein also 
does not know why Ray went to 
New Orleans, dot who he saw 
there,

While in Los Angeles , Ray ad­
vertised in the LA, Free Press, 
a’/t^piettabkddi^forSi/ton- 
tact with a/“passionate married 
woman.”Hesigned the ad ‘“Erie 
S,’’but FreePressrecords show 
that he usedthefuHalias,.‘“Eric 
S. Galt’’ inpaymg for the ad.He 
also boughtalistof five female 
names from" the Swinger’s Chib 
of Downey, Calif, for $1 and sent 
a letter and picture of himself to 
a Los Angeles; girl on Feb.17. 
She; gave thePolaroidpictureto 
ttaWiaii^wigwasSiMlfi

persons who describe Ray as a 
Negro-hating racist and others 

. who say. be never mentioned 
/race over long periods of time.

If he has a profession^# is 
that of. a notably unsuccessful 
small-time hoodlum. 'So far as 

; the records indicate, eveiy hold­
up or robbery he ever tried end- 

, ed in disaster for him. He was; 
': as the convicts say, a three-time 
loser. ...- >?'-\''>^ 

‘ Investigators trying to . trace 
. the source of his money have 
/been unable to connect him with 

any robbery that occurred in his 
year of freedom since his Mis­
souri prison excape.
. The basic federal - charge 
-against Ray is conspiracy to vio­
late the civil rights of Dr. King, 
while : the , Tennessee charge 
against him is murder. The con­
spiracy charge was based on a 
remark attributed to'Ray him­
self. He is said to have told -a 
Birmingham gun dealer that his 
brother had ; told him to buy the 
30.06 Remington Gamemaster 
pumpgun whichhasbeen 
tabbed as the murder weapon.

Ray’s brothers have been 
checked out and officials say 

, they have not been linked with

-. But investigators have not 
ruledbut the possibility: ^^*' '

•That Dr.'King’s murder may 
have, been ordered and paid for 
by extremists of the right dr the 
left. . ' .- . .

• That these plotters may 
have been either white or black.

• That they could; have been 
either domestic or foreign.

The FBI, on orders from Di­
rector J. Edgar Hoover to break 
the King case at any. costs, has 
traced Ray’s life from his birth 
bn March 10, 1928 in Alton, !.Mo$ 
^-to" the morning of April 5;

^A ' ninth-grade dropout^ he' 
^eventually joined the Army and 
^served /the' better./part* -of 
threeyears in the, West Ger­
man cities.ofBremen, Bremer^ 
haye^NtisriAM^^^ 
furt-Efewastried inar'efrigera- 
tfan^camjiah^^ .
lice", add the infantiy;f but the 
Army finally gave him a general 
discharge for ineptness. „

Arrests Mount - ’
Soon after his release, Ray ।

■?.Usifg;hisj^a^ 
Raypaid;/mare?tiian/$ttO;fOT 
dancinglessmsii^Long Beach 
and ’ more^teitj##)  ̂fir^ 
course in bartending during his 
Los Angeles. stay^He paid cadi 
for both.' V‘

’"Jv Birmingham Story 2*4-;
Ray left Los.Angeles on March 

27 and drove to Birmingham, ar- 
riving there on March 29,the 
dayThe made. the^ first of .two 
wsitsitothe^AjeromaribeSimply

; On .thefirstvisithe gave his 
name? as-Harvey.-Dqwmyer and 
bought aRemington-W caliber 
rifle, ^telling' the salesman he 
wahted.-;tb<^^ 
TisiOtlQi)WaraJo.1§ajf-; 
mj^^retun^to;^ 
said' Wbrgth&imdl^ 
had gotten.tbewro^ 
gun.What>be-wanted,/he said, 
was; a Remingtont».O6 Game­
master . witha .telescopic sight.

From there, ‘ the deduction is 
that Ray went to Atlanta and got



eventually joined the Army and 
served the better part of 
three years in the West Ger­
man cities of Bremen, Bremer- 

. . haven, Nuernburg aid Frank­
furt He was triedln a refrigera- 
tion company, the military po- 

X > ■ lice A and the infantry,; butthe 
* Army finally gave him a general 

discharge for ineptness. .., (
i Arrests Mount '--4
y Soon ■=after his release, Ray 

' ,1 turned to crime and was arrest­
ed many times from 1949 until

5 his last sentencing m 1960, His 
. life pattern was fixed.; He be­

came a loner whose'’-amuse­
ments centered on bar girls and 
prostitutes. He /rarely worked. 
When he needed money for vod- 

- y ka and beer, he. stole or took it 
' :; by force. He never manifeg- 

y. Fellow prisoners knew him as 
a man addicted to amphetamine 

= , or “pep” pills; an avid reader of 
“girue” magazines, a lone wolf 

< who constantly talked of escape.
A fellow prisoner , has reported 
that once when a rumor was 
circulated in prison that a “busi­
nessmen’s group”, had offered a 
|1 million bounty for the death 
of Dr. King. Ray said, “If I ever 
get out of here, I believe I’ll 
<»llectfl)aL”y<,&’''':'^ 
’ On Aug. 30, 1967,’Ray.answ­
ered an ad placed in a Birming­
ham newspaperby William D. 
Paisley, who wanted to sell his 
1966 Mustang. Ray paid $1,995 in 

' • '.cash for the caz^aty 'yA/
At that time,/Bay was going 

' , under the name of EricStarvo
. Galt and iiwasby that alias he 

' was • known - toxins Birmingham 
landlord/PeterCherpes,; and; to 

/Alabama: authorities who issued 
him a license on' Sept. 6,1967. 

A . This was the’ start of his heavy 
. spending,/although he continued 

to live in cheap rooming houses 
and rundown hotels.,-: . - •/

,. ?~-&?r^Triptto Canada 7^7 j'?
For ,reasons .'unknown,' Bay 

'A' 'drove te Canada and spent a few 
" days in Montreal He lived in an 

old hotel and passed himself off 
as an employe of Expo-67. , y -.

While living in Cherpes’ house 
in Birmingham, Ray received a 

- large box^ of expensive camera 
equipment’ from 5a mail order 

. -firm in Chicago? Y va^
Cherpes- said -Ray left his 

place on Oct. 7,1967. He drove to 
Mexico, where he passed some 
time.jn/place^like-Jalisco and 

A/,,- Puertoyallarta.Hebecamewell 
• known -in the cantinas there ahd 

; . even had- his picture taken'with 
a Me&can prostitute. (That pic- 

j ture,^'showing Galt - wearing sun
glasses,*was released by the FBI 

, this wedc),/A- ’ A *-4^ A _ ‘y 
■ Investigatorsbelieve/hisAmo- 
tve for going to Mexico was to 
buy marijuana but/Ray appar­
ently-also liked the country. He 
told one acquaintance: “When I 
make my big score, I’m going to 
come down here and live on 
beans and beer.” -

He next turned up in Los An-

name as Harvey Lowmyer and 
bought a Remington .243 caliber 
rifle, telling the salesman he 
wanted, to go deer shooting in 
Wisconsin. Oq March 30. “Low­
myer” returned to the shop and 
said his brother had told him he 
had/g^en^the^wrong kind; of 
gun. /WhatAhe.-wanted, he said, 
wasYa^Remihgtbn 30.06 Game- 
masterAwitha.telescopicsight. 
V FroiteffiHe?W deduction is 
that Ray/went toAtlantaandgot 
a foom in a boarding house in­
habited- largely by hippii&.‘Here 
be was once again Galt. The FBI 
did not find the boarding house 
until several days after Ray’s 
abandoned - car /wasi reported 
parked Ain the Atlanta housing 
pro^ectbi  ̂April 1^-.;
'*ItfYthe7rain b<^e that Ray 
mightstillbe hiding inside, the 
FBI staked out the house, and 
watched it/ for more than 24 
hours. Then agents dressed in 
“hippie’/.clotbes got. inside and 
found that the quarry had either 
fled from the room soon /after 
ditching his car April ,5; or had 
not returned there at altg^i 
/ But the’/agents found keyevi- 
dence in the room — a television 
set that “Galt” :had gotten in a 
trade with a girl in Los Angeles 
and.a city map of Atlanta. ^«-;

Map Delineated ‘^A
The map had four cirdes 

drawn around four significant lo­
cations: Dr. King’s Atlanta resi­
dence;tiie office of the Southern

^ 5 VX
-1^

IK

vn

■3 *

3 -

^i

thespotwhere thecarhadbeen 
abmidc^ed cm-April S.’^K> 
^Ewin^inportant was a 
well-defined fingerprint found on 
the ■ map.FBL fingerprint ex­
perts were able to determine 
that the print was from a right 
teumb A whereas xalL other 26 la­
tent, fingerprints/from Ray’s ri­
fle,;V<^,binocuIara/andplaces 
he ;had,beenwefetooindistinct 
f”®1^  ̂7 tj - 
a'OTtgMBMiiwas ■ made, to 
compare the map fingerprint 
with the ' equivalent points of all 
white male fugitives in the gen- 
eraljage^range^pf.' the. man 
known as .“Galt.” An exhaustive 
fingerhy-fingerX comparison 
proved that' Eric Starve Galt 
and James Earl. Ray were one 
and the same' and the manhunt 
was launched. •' .<' v. - ^ „ ~
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5 House Takes Slap 7 ’ 
AtCollege Unrest 7

y/y By United Press International ' „ 

; The/House has voted to. deny 
National Science -/Foundation 
grantsbr. fellowships' to stadents 
wil]f^/<dis^yii^con^^ or 
universityregulations. The bill 
now ©tes te tee Senate.f
>Rep. Louis Wyman, R-N.H., 
sponsor , of the proposal,: said 
yesterday" it is aimed at recent 
demonstrations on college cam-

S-
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KingMurderHatcned
The entire U.S. intelligence ties that the assassination was .

io
apparatus,' including themili- ’ plotted with the intention of . _ ^_______ 

' tary andfthe(Central IbWB.iJ!^.lW^^tto- .“uchinore upon co

gence Agency.’ -has now, be-; 
ferine invdlv  ̂jin^tte ihyesti-;

- Martin Luther King.’, ' - ;• •

OBJECTORen. $10,000 in advance |q^Oif!( O^C urnn 
de r King with.;a.. ’ '

(OHISDOCUM-N
the : job.j When he

;-’ EvMence gathered by FBI1 . . ^ . u ...-
' agents In one of the.most mas-« m^^>^ ?H«wi?S‘ 
; sfanrobes in the nation’s his- 
£ torynasforced serious investi- 
- ganoh of these possibilities: '

1. That James Earl Ray, the
. alleged assassin, was the hired 

killer in... a. Cuba-Rai China

It should be emphasized that hisU_S.radstemployersfor 
;the ;dom in ant theory—and ^ theW®. payoff, the theory’’ 

hope^^ong fthdse d^ and Hs*"
the investigation Jfcr.stm^tha^ agents
the kfll«A-was >a lonw^who^ .mayawerfindit - r-’~ » -

I&ratiomdiiteffigerice'' 
: Cr^’ S?^?®^'-,'*’' '^ ^/agents5halve entered the inves-,,

- JjJIS ^^®af s tnysterioiis trips to New 
tS^^whni. ®?K Orleans^ahdXcertain of, the 
t£ace ofRayiWhois to »suspect’s trips but of the coun-' 
thv±S^±K ^to^e^repdrtedlylhas 

’ fesbdata^^b- d h^- Pi^toteds^ay’s/movements 
X FBI Agents' believe he roS ^^^W°% 
-^longer^uMget food and^A^S^  ̂
jJJ, ~ia»« - »™j~i i„ ' in certain countries, but it has “tforM ^ a P^.^ -not yet .produc^5ieaningful 

evidence - of jan international

plot ' : ¥:X-
■ 2. That the “assassin squad”,: 

of the Soviet secret police was 
somehow ^involved m.the plot

.: S. That Ray was hired indi- _ .
• redly by certain black nation-this country: without being de­
- alibts -who paid him, with ' ' 1 * ’ ~J
, money made available by for-;
s 1. eign'iowwi%X'-';^W-'- -'

I

tected in the massive day-and- .^
-night 'seaich'Jh^isxandbr
-way. < ^5$ ■ #®X 5

?W
■ But thereiis deep suspicion 

1 point, added to the now - ±3ffiJSftS 

. known fact that Ray had plen-
, time, in cooperation with hun-"'- tyof .money, has given credi- <7?°® 
: dreds of local policemen aid ability to the theory thatKing’s - uother U.S. intelligence agents, assassin was a hired killer. -’SW^to 
, to track down every lead- ■ A growing fear in FBI cir- JW ™“ MW 

Including the above possibili- cles is that the killer was giv- ’ “Bn m “?^¥-. v^s; «
■ . . ... • Totally informed sources

" The FBI has had as many as
; 2,000' agents working at one

here say, however, that there 
is no evidence whatsoever of 
involvement by the Commu- 

„ nist partyoftheUnited States, 
\;r.or' of-’apy.'splinter group of 

^XZ U-S. Coinmtim^^XXX 
r --i^ One >soun&-called tie King: 

‘ <*£ /killing/.'one of-the most baf-; 
%i^; fling \ cases.m imemdry;^^

#'?££|^':He>risoS^^
'iX’X slaying and /escape were so 
X'^^smp^hly organized'that they 
. ? •tend^to discredit suspicions of
■i£' ~ black Nationalist'involvement

^f’tl^inn*^^^ yadl 
famoinife'bf;maDpow®andn»-' 

’-’ney ’into the'sea^'bebausb it 
• - knows .its' re^ at =

stake. lt also . knows that if 
' King’s killer is not found all 

■ sortsofrumorswilT arise.
; '..Some, of those^directing the 
.1'investigation? afefopenlyhop- 
r ing that it -vnll turn out to be. 
.- the : work of one man. They 
>•fear /the' explosive repercus-: 

sions if tit turns out that the 
.murderer -was/afhired-killer’ 

~r for,white ILS.- racists-^or for a

1
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Safe
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ascendant doves ey will be able to wear down our 
will on this issue \>f -place by continuing the psywar 

7 manipulation of erican opinion. A victory in this 
introductory battle,\they reason, will guarantee a matic assumption of all comment that King wasTEi. 
victory in the entirek negotiation Campaign. ■ Unfor-

. tunately they have groiuids for confidence: the Am­
erican will has looked ther, pale of late.; We will

/get an accurate reading'oVhowsick/ it is. when the 
place is announced,

Willard—Galt—Ray ............................ ■........ .........white .radstsathe?only/conceivable;-corispiracj^;hy-'
On the day following the Martin .Luther King shoot- ?pothesis.,Tf ,„we apply the old-test of cut bono?—to 
ing, Attorney'General Ramsey Clark commented whose benefit?—King’s ; assassination ^benefits- most;ing, Attorney' General Ramsey Clark commented 
that the assassin had left an “unusually large” 
amount of evidence, and indicated his belief . that'
the case would be quicklywrapped up. For a week 
or more, statements from his office and /the FBI 
were uniformly optimistic, suggesting that the in­
vestigators were so hot /bn/the trail.of the quarry 
that an arrest could be "expected at any‘moment. 
But the days and then the weeks have been bringing 
not solution but deepening mystery.,

Maybe there was too much evidence. Too readily 
at hand. It is a very odd assassin indeed, when you 
come to think about it, who calls attention .to . him- , 
self by paying a $6.50 rent in a shoddy rooming 
house with a crisp new $20 bill; who takes care to
, . v f - The Dollar: Still Sicklet other boarders see him durmg his few hours . _ t J

Last w^<ek Mr. William McChesneyMartinJr/,'chair- -
"man of i^ie Federal Reserve Board, once again chose * ;

the dark colors to paint :.the;portrait'of ,the',UB. ;f .

residence; who waits an hour and a half in. a com­
munal bathroom; who, shortly after the shotwas 
fired, drops a rifle and overnight bag before a‘num-' 
ber of witnesses; who jumps into a white Mustang? 
—hardly the /most inconspicuous' of cars—and -roars’?, 
away “laying rubber.” “John Willard,” the landlady
says he called himself. Then a while later ; John . 
Willard is transformed into “Eric Starvo Galt,” who.

. took a driver’s test in Montgomery,Ala.lastSep-
■ tember, registered at a rooming house. in> Birming-s

. - ham, bought ajwhite Mustang and had it".registered';: 
; .. in his name,/drove 19,000 miles in five months,- and “w

- " spent plenty of money." ‘ ' \ - " . A: .,
Next Galt metamoiphosizes into James Earl Ray,. ■ 

an ex-con of forty (a decade older than Willard-Galt; 
had been reported to be) on the lam since last 
April from a Missouri prison where he had served 
seven years of a twenty-year sentence 'for armed < 
robbery and car theft.

;; Aliases are universal among underground ^en,i’i
. but the differences among Willard, Galt.and Ray do; ..7 

not seem to end with the names. . Their-reported
: ages, weights,~appearances, doings) recreations (Galt*’ 

was an “avid dancer”) , do not coincide/ The officials . . 
and; fellow' inmates: who knew./Ray/ at- the;Missouri ^ 
prison expressed amazement'and disbelief ~at his _ 
havingbeen/brought into the case, noting' that Ray ? 
was not anti-Negro—not interested one way or an- - 
other in the/Negrd question—and noba killer-type.'

It adds up, so. far, to* a set of confusions and con-;; :
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tradictions. It suggests the a
to re-examine the file from ___  
open their minds to all possflfljf&SE

■U

ENT
by a racist.“white man” (in our. nation-and-time, ? 
white men are, to. be presumed; guilty kuhtil: proven 
innocent, 3t goes without saying) / ought to be.re- ' 
opened. In .the 'light of /all the evidence and ./anti- / 
evidence now? strewn .acfbss/the\traili?to
of-a conspiracy "cannot be excluded;* begins^ toseem;.. 
indeed, more 'probable than'notJ/Nor -‘is a band of

plainly and directly -the: revolutionary Black’Power ^' 
extremists, who^moreover, make no secret of their / 
fondness for;-killings? Weshould /not forget, either, 
thatthe enemies riq^fi^tifig' iiS m the field in South-' / 
east Asia 'have' always”/defined-the : United/ States 7/ ; 
as one front, of their/war;/they, too,/have manifestly^’: 
benefited from; the: aftermath of the ^assassination." 
In the. Communist manual of “enlightened7 terror,” J
the use of . an ..-.assassination .., seemingly ... originating
within “the target groupies a "technique for em-~ 
broiling the target group—the enemy-^-in:. self-de­
structive conflict is a well-known, wellTested . tactic.

economy;- 
ficits; andJ o 
ficit A

The dollar

eis worried ;about1inflatibii;;federal;/de-' 
‘ continuing/international payment de-;

illness can now: join the weather’s
foulness as something everyone talks about, and no . 

. one does an about; Who ^indeed- is. Mr.. Martin-.
to waggle his finger at inflation when he/as^chairr-?* 
man of the FRB. financed that very, inflation*by ; 
monetizing \the.deb lutifufly:<stuffin|p.th^^ 
Reserve with gbve ent1 bonds?. Mf; Martin ./is re-,

; duced to bewailing th^consequences of his own-pol-  
icies. In honesty he should either reform his pohcies  
or resign his post ; He oVy underlines the • feckless- - 

ness of ,U. S. policy.when seeks;to shift the burdens
to others—this "time, the payers. . "‘ , Y 7 
- -The Congress could bad\ Mr. Martin out? if' it 
wished, . by putting an end t\ the: deficits , that IWr..,.- 
Martin finds increasingly diffi t to /finance. There 
'are two ways, andbnly/two,'to' p a deficit: "raise 
revenue-to-meet expenses,-or^ duce expenses-to 
match'irevenue&-anis^ noAle^^cowardiy^
than.most others; it ban be coun onto refuse to 
raise xtaxe^.; or" reducev expenditur stojany useful 
level during ant election year.^,-; ^ ^J/,^^^

'Onewonderswhat.thePresident. doing.Four 
months ago- he devoted 7a Tong and ‘ serous/message 

 
to the problem of the dollar. He spoke\to/Congress

i.^
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Consider the man called ~ set the world right; But it puts<(.other assassinations,— that of'- but' I .certainly'" prefer the 
James Earl Ray, who also" the-focus not only, on thekiller .• John Kennedy,^’which has ’wra.lh?(o The-cold'corisp^ 
seems to have used a number . but’.bn .whatever ..other ^men-^not been ^cleared "upl.in^tiie; ^sThe cay.of thte'lbhcrisp^ 
of other names, among them .-used him." '\_ ;.'-\ ■ ;-j-minds of •. mahy*ipeople -and ’ ably vpassing;? ^vhcthcrMwe'?.'.-

From this angle of vision "may never be wholly resolved." think bi the creative adventur--.
many of the details,, now < There is even thehvcird .coin-^ -ist loner or. the lonely assassin.^ 
emerging about Ray?-!, his - 'cidence ,ln;ilie#viGS:« .hat' For , many "things?^
2’ " . * “ ' ' ’ . ’ * 2 1 once.;done by individuals, we -
" term and escape, his travels/- : trips to New Orleans, which ,cany,_ cvc^from-tlj^ 
< his bank account, his pur-_ awakens memories of; Lee }day the - term './‘Operation/^ 
; chases Zand expenditures —; . Harvey Oswald’s;stayZin that- Even political leadership in*,-' 
seem to fall into a meaningful ’ city, and of-the erratic efforts evolves a “team.”^j^fe ’.

; pattern. The trail will proba- of Jim Garrison! to prove a ? Yet it would be folW toCarry -i 
bly cool, and; warm again a ? New Orleans conspiracy using p-is to the boint of believin'*

. . number.: of .times before the ; Oswald as a • 'patsy” and to that nothing disastrou's“cver -,
man who pulled the trigger —FBI catches/up with him — if , , .hang it on the CIA and the happens except as the result of - 
and obviously that must »j^ ever does^ForW Gen^FBI. ‘ / 'IxW^IlBlKt-isftat
main an “if” until an the ev>*,- Ramsey Clark’s early desenp- - . ; It all adds up to a climate of v a* ^ ;̂ strongest elements ' 
dence is in — the theory of a tion of th© Jkiller as “a lone conspiracy along viththeefe^u-^j^ of violence to- 
single hate-governed assassin man on the run” may no long- mate of hate. It is weD to bb^fe^ 5?Thp -omni^ he- • 

er be true.
by Conspiracies. '.
; Tfels the paranoid view of, 
life—that nothing happensto, 

tiis either by. chance or through '/; 
our own I deserts, but only as 
the result'. of a planned opera­

move in cold blood. One r<;<^
calls William Blake’s sen- f^re is an enemy plot against • 
tcnce:-“The tigers of- wrath- ‘2nd ^s para-:;

• ■ e. noidpe rsonality strikes
out—whether:' in, • hot - or cold ’ 

.blood..— to' foiEjt? Thereby he 
-adds Ji, theeclfmateJoTvio-

1 e n c 0,^',' and "\'theS two . 
climates—of violcnceahdcon-.

Eric Starvo Galt, and is now 
the target of a vast manhunt
When Martin Luther King was .,.....  - ______ — _________ ___
killed, the first widespread im- J criminal convictions," his jail ’. Galt-Ray"made’bhe or several 
pulse — which I shared with/ ’ . ... . - . . -............ ...
others — was to assume the
bullet had been governed by 
the assassin’s passion of racist 
hatred. I wrote that the man, 
like the act, had been “sick, 
sick." But if Bay is in fact the

may not hold up.
Another theory, which can­

not be ignored and is gaining 
some credence, is that it was a

It seems probable now that‘ / .There is hot violence andtherc-;. 
he was not a lone man, and he • is cold violence -? the kind : 
may no longer be on the run. ’ • that springs? out; of massive ^ 
If, in fact, there were others g anger and the kind that comes'' 

;:<;from calculated plan? If one 
_ poses, his capture now would. had' to choose, it is better to 

the gunman, but also with pre- be intolerable to them, and the " strike out from anger than to

“contract job," much like any „, ... .„_.,_____ ...______ ___
gangland murder, with some who used him for their pur- 
petty criminal punk serving as ' ] ” "

cise planning for the murder
and getaway. Tins does not 
rule out racist hatred on the 
part of the gunman himself, 
who may have lent himself 
more .readily to the killiag be-^ 
cause it jibed with has own 
twisted, broodings about how to -

indicated course for them 
would be to kill him before be
can be caught. If they are not
able to — and that, too, is; are wiser than: the horses of 
possible — his capture should instruction.'*^I&should - deny-s- 
uncover quite a story.. । “ " ’ any real wisdom 40 the .vio^

Inevitably, of course, (oqe •■ lence that comes out of wrath,, 
thinks of another killer in an-: .' as against the effort of reason^

4
8

I

- spiracy—are fused. •; . . .‘;: 
Someday we "may discover;

what p r 0 m p t e d. ^King's.? 
kiUer—whether.;.;

? wrathful ~ violence ofj'ajTruez? 
' 3iiieye?or thi£coid ;ang^^^ 
^violence used Staninstrument'?; 
4lor^some smoldering paranoid ^: 

> resentmenttdeep'within; In ci-jfr 
ther case it is essential 'thatt

| (he assassin be tracked down; 
I not for the sakebf yengeance; . 
I but because we heed to know’ 

what-moves,Bthe minds of 
distorted men before- we can 
ever, achieve even a measure 
of reason.' ’ ’ ’ =
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SKkA’ii* ' -Wsai.

i«^to#ii®«^^^ j 

writer/;said 'thathe/hadtinade ’ 

saia3to;$flj£S®BiS83^ 1 
aliM>?RSy|WW5saMI 
in»1^terrfj^#t^jttW! 
toMMmiWan  ̂W^Iiirt ■ 
iSdon^&en&iiieliiigfit&iiw

italii^jHime'^^
lived: on IjOhBBwpM 
in JIew ;'MwsW3^?^ ^ 
business' there^MniSttin/sifid, 

nessesbutihio residences jtMilfli^ 
Newpri^Shaiistiidjcaiial; 
wMdi<j«tS>f,the. Mississippi 
River jMrtfaciUtie^^?^^

Op£ EngwasfetaHy^wpunded 
iwga^rifte^bullet'^ 
i^il'Sl^^^M^tK^

brlearisyHe.'sardith; 
.antbfferjfrom'aima. 
excluSve'rights'to 
<£W*3Steih.said'tha'

K
aveygand 
/Angeles 
*W»5S<«£fe?

stopj^iSeveraT^ 
ohTuieiw^t^New

International Hur.
_ <lw ^©cBWApr 
iaor^siBfiffewaiSda

ternAttonal?search^

Gal^^^iB^mW."

W^iWidM^ 
SSy»h?Galt#W 
ty$F^j|0ic!^

spent\l
tioi^^theawlier 
JamesJEarl/Kay. f" 
StabS Sihsfiate .Ge r 
?Sa®ent ‘today 
thSbufeauTiasaske 
jhj?giying 'the Sulk 
publid^tfo’ihfonr. 
tffaEpat^fe? 
^K/jgnsulatev|pok

Iwfl^jeen^iscussiifilusipro; 
Epsed-SipBoSlfew^Qri^n^ 
^Hoi^woodjaftwhere^she 
worked-^She /said4 she shad .'told

Motel.’ 
ffi^s 
DecS

i^&igiiM^a|&a^#:

^ROOF’-SCOTTIS 4

had

ZW'aW^

wtanten _
Glalt’Tff Their* .^-..
" ~ Jru'ik^MAiife.SS’biw11

iw^Sfr^ffili^ 
- a. ijSK®^tdfs

aheiFiBiw

^5^

<x>hroired.'tpJ^falafe’jJ5fj^^ 
cWil rightsS^®’3^S?® 
: «A^5veeksggO»®n ^discussing 
the trip hediad taken with’Galt 
Mr.-'Steiri.g^d&thatjiG^t?.^^ 
driv^^iNW>rleawffiB
firifte|&WgB^^

leaiis^vftthSreIativeS|||||^^ 
3®s«WO!® 
agreed to'make.the^triprifnir. 
Stein "and’hisjsis^‘ ^ sign
a jetitipn^seekingj -to^ 
namerof fonner Gov., George C. 
WallaM'Sofi^ Pie
Califoniia^^^lot\as a Pt®d’ 
tn' asidSiS^^^art1^ 7

Mrs.Rosassaid that she-and 
her brother liad.signed thejWal- 
lac^peGtioMliecaustktheywere 
both from^tteTpeep ^Sodth,’ 
not

!S»w
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ive :MThe’bureau thaabteenmade
time fdiind^flu&Gattru^On 

sSo

Coast.fo'NewOrleansRecalledby
rove ^ straight through; to 

-’eans^withpiitstopplng 
! niglit^Gtitr^iB'iaid, 

*any. cansiof;;bee^^cn 

; would stop and get a 
ck ■ ahd.he'.Woulddrink 
ilehe'was! drivirfg.’^Mr;

Steih saTd that Galt re- 
r having talked to! the ma 
ad; driven? /almost^ 2,000 
to see..Mr. -Stein added 

’ - Galtv seemed > to '.- be 

swanted- tot leave and 
right backtoXos Angeles 
ein sait^^W^tiO

SteirC: who-once. lived 
w Orleans,Vsaid. that-he 
irevailed oh! Galt to- stay 
of a: couple of days, while 
ited 'fehwesdryi A ’ W 
ords at the Provincial;^ 
inNewOrleans? showed

^®a®^

Galt stayed three days, 
^ through pec. ./.19,> in 

-a-day room.’-feit-iKSsSje
Stem said j that he;and 

ridowed' sister/iM&pti&i 
i,-30 years oldivrithwhbm

g®«iitw®s®  ̂
®HiTOu!fnwelai»rati£fi® 
rtes^Rbsas^sidd&lWB^it 
that she'-waa * interviewed?sev- 
eral hours yesterday by agents. 
•i; <*They asked me .ill kind .of 
thlngs,^Jikedid 4 -think Eric 
^!t fwa».capable?. aftimurder,” 
she' sqiftJfErerybod^' incapable 
oMnurder^butrrdon’t! believe 
the?Eric:.Galt L knewshotDr. 
»^g?Rpl# 
i®'Jtf;< StelajW that jheanad 
spent $35 for gasdUne'.and^obd 
but'that Galt, had :ndt<seemed 
.womMrabdut1indn^^
& .hi -.New: Orleans,;Mr Stein 
tookGalt feiineet Mti.Stein’s

38^3-

<sa#Oe»« 
OrleamaHessaMitha^lieslbd 

exclusivefrights few > story; 
feMrfStdn said that .Galthad 
stopped;several times in Texas 
6ri‘the.'wayto;Ne^

sisfir.ijMrS; Marie ^Lee-’-Mfs; 
U(y^dS;tbday;that; thei-pfe- 
turesreleased ny: the F3.L of 
Ra&?ah?es<hiped?TO from 
MiffiourfW-notappear to' be 
taif^i^^g-j^!

MiOBjtcwrc
IFICATIOHANOO^ 

|£ASEOFTHIS.DOCWf

OediimflC 

imencarr arrested ?,

.J^Sbl&plc*'^ 
tures£ofthe'manwanted in the

Ieasei<Ktodav?afteE.;questIoning. - 
31 i, 

yea^^ ofc^tinror^pralsed', 3

l^ffimM^^^hows ; ’ J' 
zCa- ? £

_ iMkedSikfr^^tay/anitheyi.;
bureau.has asked assistance .wgn^u&'dilamt^^
‘givihgYtheFMiesX^ ^Mig^geniqra tK

ws^aussjiju^jjsj^ fiadT-sS 
^throughout t£i

^International Hunt Operi^g- 
%HONG Kl^SX^Wi 
•^The FAB ;has>begun>ahfinr 
leraationdfiiet^^ 
&6ii?fonWiie^wKer^^ 
Jamerj^?ld^tej<ed 
States .COTsulifeGaeffif^uM 
a' stetemerrt^todayr .^ 
the bureauhasasked assistance

pubiidt^tfeiiHonnatiotfabout ksuspectWMgM 
y^’consulat^-Spokesmanjsaid

Baj ^California;- 
aojieTyanous&ji 
the cpuntryJSsg
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