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TO SETSTATE WASRDC 2174
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMEM3ASSY PAR:S e

CONF IBENTI AL LISBON 1567 Y

SUBJ: PRESENCENNT JAMES EARL RAY IN PORTUGAL

PASS USTA

PARIS FOR LEGAL ATTACHE

f. DESPITE EXTEINSIVE PUBLICITY IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS -
OF PRESENCE IN FORTUGAL FOR SOME DAYS IN MAY QF ALLEGED
KILLER OF DR. ¥ASTIN LUTHER XING, THERSE HAS STILL BEEN
NQ MENTION IN LO»AL PRESS OF THIS FACT,

2. NO«ETHELES\ Y LAST WEEKEND INTERNATIONAL PRESS
REPORTERS--HERE- \AD WIND CF PORTUGUESE ANGLE OF SIORY
AND HAD BEEM JTINID BY FAIRLY LARGE GROUP OF REPS SROM

ENSLISH AND AMTRICAN PRESS, MAGAZINSS AND TV SSEXING

DETAILS-. INITIALLY TMESE REPORTERS WERE ‘RUSTRATED

OECAUSE OF CISCICULTY IRACING RAY/SNEYD'S ‘ACTIVITIES C!.AWSNOOB\-'EC“Q}QTO
DURING KIS STAY a%D INA3ILITY TO FIND ANY SOURCES OF DECLASSE LaTICH AL

-aSE OF 115 DUCUMENT
1715 4

. HARD INFO. EVENTUA_LY REFCRTERS DUG QUT NAME OF LICaL
HOTEL WMERE RAY. YW2ER NAME OF SNEYD, HAD BEZEN STA’ING
AND INTERVIEWED NOTEL EMPLOYEES, GIRLS IN NEARBY BAnS
AND OTHER LOW LTVEZL SOURCES WHO, WE GATHER, WERE UNABLE
TQ PRCVIDZ AMYTHIV3 OTHER THAN LOCAL COLCR.

3. FOR DSPI'S iINTQ. WE BELIEVE REPCRTESRS. ESPECIALLY ¢ '
FROM LIFE, HAVE FUSSUED TWQ ANGLES HERE WHICH THEY —DS;':_. ;/C‘é/
MAY SEEK TO USE. FiRN OF THESE IS EXCHANGE OF
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The Oe epadment of Siate hats 1o b went in ful [ Retalri clase'0 o cr;ange fe E
l (o}
;e}ease of dpcms’“‘fcgvi%onFoK Assasma‘uon Racords O with con cuge?: eoart and excise as shown
ynder the D‘°‘“Sl:n: : t ot 1992 (PL102:526) g Declassify
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH 1908 PORTUGAL/US EXTRADITION

TREATY WHICH APPEARS TO FORECLOSE EXTRADITION TO

US- OF PERSON CHARGED WITH CAPITAL CRIME, WE UNDER-

STAND -REPOKTERS MAY BE BUILDING ON THIS LIMITATION :
A SCENARLIOQ BY WHICH AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, POSSIBLY -
INCLUDING EMBASSY, WERE AVARE OF RAY/SNEYD'S PRESENCE

HERE BUT DID NOTHING ABOUT IT BECAUSE OF EXTRADITION
TREATY PROVISO, INSTEAD WAITING UNTIL HE WAS SOME~

PLACE WHERE SUCH RESTRICTION DID NOT EXIST. ALTHOUGH

EMBOFFS IN GOOD CONSCIENCE DENIED THEY HAD ANY XNOW~
LEDGE DURING DATES RAY/SHEYD WAS REPORTEDLY IN PORTUGAL

OF HIS PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL, AND MADE NO COMMENT AFTER

LEARNING OF FACTS FROM FBI REP, WE ARE NOT SURE THESE
DENIALS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED IN LIGHT OF “ANGLE™ RE-
PORTERS HAVE DISCOVERED,

4, OTHER ANGLE WAS THAT RAY/SNEYD CAME HERE YO INVESTI-
GATE POSSIBILITY OF EHNLISTING AS MERCENARY GIVEN ALLEGED .
REPUTATION OF LISBON AS CENTER FOR MERCENARY RECRUIT-
MENT. WE DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHAT RAY/SNEYD MAY HAVE

DONE ALONG THESE LINES NOR DO WE XKNOW WHAT REPORTERS

MAY HAVE FILED IH THIS CONNECTION., FONMINISTRY OFFICIAL
TOLD EMBOFF THAT CIRCULATION OF THIS PARTICULAR RUMOR
IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS WAS ONE REASON WHY GOP HAD

WITHHELD ANY STATEMENT OF FACTS TO PRESS UNTIL.

JUNE 12. HE ADGED GOP HAD ALSO WISHED TO GIVE
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ADEQUATE TINE TO CHECK-AVAIL-.

ABLE FACTS.

5. FONMINISTRY INFO DIRECTOR CALLED IN LOCAL AND
INTERNATIONAL PRESS REPS JUNE (2. REPORTERS WERE
GIVEN BRIEF FACTUAL® ACCOUNT, INCLUDING DATES WHEN
RAY/SNEYD HAD BEEN HERE, ISSUANCE SECOND CANADIAN
PASSFORT BY CANADIAN EMBASSY LISBON, THAT PIDE HAD _
BEEN COOPERATING WiTH F8I WHICH HAD SENT REP TO
LISBON TQ CHECK INTO RAY/SNEYD'S STAY HERE, THAT
GOP HAD NO XNOWLEDGE OF HIS STAY HERE AT THAT TIME,
AND THAT THERE WAS NOTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT HIS ACTIVITIES
HERE AS FAR AS AUTHORITIES COULD DETERMINE,
PORTUGUESE REPORTERS APPARENTLY STILL PREVENTED BY
CENSORSHIP FROM PUBLISHING ANY MENTION OF RAY/SHEYD'S

- X RES
PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL. G@-4,  Ritlive
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