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uO^r ^tfor^ay in Dr. Kings Killing StiinsPris^p
• 'Offals aniiGtliersWii^^

B) OOLGLAS F. KXEtUM)

'■•Jrrfrusox errr. Mo. April 
^2 — Prison officials and in­
mates at the state penitentiary 
here are stilt stunned that

- escaped a year ago. has been 
• accused of conspiring in the’ 

slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
. Luther King Jr.

Last Wednesday the Federal' 
. 1 Bureau of Investigation named'. 

Lric Starvo Galt, described as' 
a 36-year-old "toner." a neat 

, dresser and avid dancer, as a 
; conspirator in the assassination 
. April 4 of Dr. King in Memphis. 
. Tenn.
" Newspapers with pictures 
, and sketches of Galt circulated 
. behind the gray walls of thel 
> “Id penitentiary on the Mis-I 
. sour! River, but no word of

Continuing w;ith Rev's file! 
Mr Swenson said that the prU-f 
oner had received fwoiulrsi 
for Fir prwn to visit htn 
two bn:|mi, Jerry and Jolin 
hrs mother, Mrs; Lmdle Rvan, 
and hit grandmother, Mrs. Mary 
Maher. All were listiM at the 
same address. I9IJ Hi.kory 
Street. St. louis. But the ward-

'Just Couldn't Belles^ lt'r?v 
Irnf^ (,'r ^vitM 
able rt^'' RAy.'s person­
talk' *** ^’’‘t’!?1^^

■ ,ust deni know how to 
explain it" he said. "He was 
Just the type <>f guy whu took 

, . ...........................— J ™< time. well, if you didn't
rn said the hie did not show know anybody he knew well 
whether any of them had vis-' "The picture wlUt iMThriwi

"JI'-. lie on (the F.B.L plwto of GaltL
' “/^yjbink* it's him. They 

think it x 3 different guy alto* 
trthcf. think lwo differ­
ent people altogether,

"Now they (fa prisoners! 
say they re just trying to pin 
” on him Kvause he escaped 
from here. They think they’ve 
RM to lay it on somebody so 
lhe/re trying to by it on him.

l Jus* couldn’t believe it my- 
If the nun did kill that 
ft bid to be for monev. 

Would be the onll .st thlnj. 
He 'didn’t seem like the kind

A"d' frtim escape attemo's 
tn.lfkil end 1966 the warden 
Said. Ray was not a trouble­
maker in prison. His file 
showed only two minir dis- 
ciphnary reports—one for try­
ing to smuggle cigarettes and 
other contraband to a hospital- 
ked prisoner and another for 
refusing to work. That Is a 
hihly unusual record. Mr. Swen-I 
son explained. I

-recognition was heard along 
- Ufa prison grapevine.
' , bc'dav. the F.B.L said 

Galt was Ray. a -W-year-old 
h-sfal criminal who escaped 
from the penitentiary here 
April 23. 1%;, after having 

. served seven years of a 20- 
vear sentence for armed rob­

. garden Harold R. Swenson 
rial in an inten tow last ni-ht

' .‘be b'B.L had not notified 
officials here before the an­
nouncement. Nor. he added, has 
any representative of the agen­
cy come to Jefferson City to 
loee at Ray's record or inter­
view prisoners who knew him.

‘Doesn't Shape Up'
7 was floored." the white­

haired wanton said. "This guv's 
Pfnny'2"'-C- U doesn't shape tin 
does it?" '

Thumbing through Rays' rec­
ords. noting that his work re­
Forts in food service here were 
pretty good." Mr. Swenson, 

w.to has been in prison work 
nea.-.y 30 years, mostly in the 

$rJ ’y’wni. shook his head.
• Ie s innocuous." he said 

"Pennyante." '

He wasn't a big dealer." the! 
warden went on. “We know' 
these people. ne got |2S pic-- 

bere—he wasn t In hut- ■•> *wy woo wmo am anybody 
group. I was slncknl It didn't! He was the tvpe of guy 
make any «n« tome." I d.dnT fool 4 him* tait^ 

Dldn ( ffWil with nni'ksJ..

«f guy who t»uM kit) anybody. 
Hr *M the nw „r '

Prisoner Nervous ■
Another prison official, who 

asked not to be identified, came 
into the warden's second-floor 
Office.

"This would seem foreign to 
the nature of the man up to 
t«« point" the official said.

Although It is against his pol­
Icy. warden Swenson agreed, 
because of national interest art 
the cisr, to allow an inter- 

*'^ ,he prisoner who 
had been closest to Ray. who 
was known as a close-mouthed 
toner, without real friends or 
enemies. A condition of the in-: 
tervirw was that the Inmate] 
would not be identified.

The prisoner, fa work shirt

didn't fool with anybody.
. uasn‘ !l" ‘JN of guy 
toirC .you an.' ‘ki"!: about him­
self. He never actually di<l 
come out and tell you wlut: 
ne did when he was outside/ 
Anytime jqu'd get in a con­
servation with him it would be 
about money'. A dollar here and 
a dollar there.

Ito talked about money all 
the time. Trying to figure jr 
way to make a dollar. Just lit­
tle things Maybe he'd buyi

a Ii“1’ bit «nd| 
•ell It for a little bit more, if; 
a guy owed him anything h-'d' 
bug him all the' ti„£

i “ilh ‘bcm.( nuin d hound (hem."
of his faded green uniform open "'’! ”*• the pris-
over a stained white T-shirt. I £ ' and "didn't say any- 
onlercd Hie warden's office hes-j S •bout girls." although he 
itanlly. The other prisonrrsfg to r"J "w* magazines - 
were wondering, he explained be adjej. dij Ray
nrrvfurtk* wk« u- ___  * • : SnOW anv tnf.iev..-»

Noting that the pictures of 
Ga.t had meant nothing to the 
staff and that there had been 
no reaction from the inmates 
the warden added: “If there's 
anyone who'd talk, it's the pris- 
ta1t" °ni* * t") ! *one they’ll

An aide strolled' Into the 
"S"’1 off'rr «nd interrupted, 
r i * V.1111 ^^ prisoners 
tn here, he said, "and none of 
them recognized him."

. — .. nwvuu-, uc cxpiamw .i.,,,, • mwu^v. nay.
nervously why he was being! „ «><wst in dancing 
questioned. or Western and country music

Seated at a table In IratlS, ,le 11 L «l 
cf the warden's desk, drawing'^-rllf’ •'f G-aft. 1
deeply on a cigarette, he slow-',-.*“<«« to “sex maM-| 
tv relaxed. ones, the prisoner added. Rayltv relaxed.

,Sh?*l? * Picture of Galt and 
asked if that was his friend. 
Ray. he shook his head vigor­
ously.

ones,- the prisoner added. xTyl

ed.
'No. sir. not this." he Insist-

I guess 1 knew him ahout 
tell as anybody, tie U'.1<as well as anybody. He was 

here when 1 came here, in IM). 
I knew him from about IW, 
well, I assorts ted with hint 
r.jht up to 1X6 when he tried
t < escape.'
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&’ to’ reed secret ageatfway or the other. Although I out He wanted out any way!
.. J Sana

^ ^ lbea> couM get ouf 1™^
Kay did hive mother tster-j 1 think did say ^'euwetest Body building. fthmg once about getting in the;5 ^.^^ by some per-
“He his a lot better buiMJmantime union," the priwaer1SOP4 20 Memphis wis uid to.

[thin a lot of people think he added. younger thin 40. I
he liked James Bond." (President his. He did a lot of physical| The man known as Galt is! "I don’t believe he'd loot 
Kennedy was known as a read-jexerebing. a lot of weight lift-*said to have identified himself.’40." his prisoner friend nid.( 
er of the late lan fleming’siing and pull-upj and thirds at times as an unemployed,*’! don’t believe he’d go for the* 
spy novels.) like that." (merchant Beaman. ’ j20's either. I d say somewhere

' As for politics, the prisoner) Did Ray ever talk about whit I Physically. Ray could fit some right around 30." 
said: |he would do when he got oui'idfscnptions given of the mini Warden Swenson agreed.

"He just didn't seem to be} "Actually, he never talked sought in the slaying of Dr/ But taking issue with an-

; ■ Puuling for a minute, (Mak­
ing. he went on:

•I think the President even 
liked that book—James Bond—,'

[interested tn It" [much about outside anyway. ''King. Record show bun to be other description of the mart 
I Negroes? |the prisoner said. “He just.about 5 feet I! InrW (all. ctll.-d Galt the prisoner added? 
! “Ite didn't disiika them. He, Hiked about [Citing outside..weighing between 160 and 170 ’He wasn't what "you’d call 
didn't associate with them Ooe Everyone talks about getting pounds. a neat dresser in'Kere.”
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0' Threes Sir.ee 
Sfcyir.g cr Son :
DETUCIHA?) — The Wv.

Jlaiio Ullxr Kir.' Sr, ;:y; he 
received a totnM.! IclcpS—M 
call tlx: d„y alter his to.' w.-j 
buried. «, 'Th have tslidca 
r.ow since they did malto jood."

■‘.tut." he .-.aid. 'Tm Mill unaf­
raid. I'm ficin" to preach cvr.tin- 
unity as I aiway; have." lie laid 
he has been ,'tettin;' “cancerous 
cails" for a Ion" time.

The elder Kir.", pastor of the 
Elvrnczcr Baptist Church in At­
lanta. spot;.- at a nev.t; confcr- 
caco b Detroit yesterday.

His visit to Detroit ted been 
scacut.led ra-io.'e- Dr. ..icr.i.t Du* 
the* iiii." J.’., was site; in Mem­
phis, Tvr.r.., by ar. assassin .'.pril

His bts sen "we; n years 
abend i..f ?.:_ :.~c." to.'. ti*. .• elder 
Kbit, wad r/cd,;ad "7; co n't I 
car. to carry Cut the prottrum 
ar.d cor../..!:.r.c. t of r..y :.«." 
and k; rt'u that iit.'ty; tha 
Vtuted .Mates ii.ee:; u,< to ks

vĴ
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that

to
are hopeful tha:ls

of wanted po:
plus thefl:

now <0, thoroug 
tour of duty in 
tlaiiit it lib. iy

his escape Is one of the major 
Question marks facing investiga*.

111.. the; 
back I

•tigators do not know Itoi 
taaai Ids purchases, hi 
-day cxper.ws or his trav 
iio.it aiiy lt:w.1 job dut

; During the year treat the date 
of hl* escape until April 4 whoa 
King was snot to death in Men- 

Tena.. Ray is said to have

k;.i xr !:..-, ii'ir.-tasion, wU 
lt.id then; to Kay. Thousands of 
leads ..me been received and all

served pan ci xs -r- -yeur by his firsterprints :.nd is wantc. 
Array hitch tea early ;t t ■ until | by thr Fill on a warrant chart 
he was given a /txt' ^;'i,;y coasptrtxy in the death c 
charge In late li'i ter Ueli of | King as well its for being a fug- 
adaptability to GI be. !u-,y from the Missouri priso

u.ncyx Ze has been connected wit! 
tare goto Ux car ar.d ri.'le believed b 
here lo::-,wc teen o-d by King’ssiaye

i5?fe>£S!jvedAiiaowiihldis4ribui;oa*L«’*Mcxico where 
S^E»Ji:3Uy,tis asd war.t-jHay is known to have gone at 

iMlSjang of Dr. Martin'some pair.: slier his escape on 
^fcfhie tcld an* April a. Ifg, from tha Missouri 

’lt  ̂V3S a racist and a <Sulo Penitentiary i-t Jefferson 
ftaal^VSeryof axnpbclamlncs City.
U’tla -icisoaS’fc' was learned Kay’s far-ranging travels after

•cn-

«orfi,'’1Kahsii!i, Tenn.. Ray is sal 
iw pciscners jotifacycd 18,010 mile*. 

wliwcribeJ Ida as an anti- 
loner,'hahn ipeet much 
Ura* h jdl reading 

and girlie raagaxisc*.

Ho paid more than P.O0 for a 
White Mustang, took expensive 

C sox lessons in dancing studios and 
».™ ^._^.^.—.^ .ba.-ienrting schools and traveled

/Th* FBI declined comment on-from Sinnkrium to New Or- 
the accounts of Fjy cs a racist ilcurr.. to California, to Mexico,- 
and user of pc? tails. to New Orltttsj^tia then to

The FBI also had nctraiig to lAtiant.i, ar.d iirally to Mem- 
say bout reports th—: Ms sister, ’phis, iavcst./sicrs say.




