- King Suspect
WP APR 2 1968

| Is Escapee _
/ From Prison .

: By Paul Valentine ’7” -0¥3.2 72>
' Washington Porl Staff Writer '
A Misscuri State Penitentiary escapee named James
Earl Ray was identified by the FEI yesterday as the
man masquerading as Eric Starvo Galt, scught through-
out the Nation in connection with the murder of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The announcement, made here by Attorney General
Ramyey Clark, marted the®: = m=e—vecom o .
first tme In the two weeks) \
rince r. King's death in Mem:|
phis that the FBI disclosed al
, i Jpositive identification of a;
—~ PSR . . BN , 1suspect.
Ray, 40, cscnped last April
. . 123 from the Mhsourl State;
Penitentiary in Jetferson Cll,\'.l
Mo, where he was in hlsi
seventh vear of 8 20-yenr,
armed-rohhery sentener, '
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sepect James Farf
sted in BL Louh,
r of grocery store.

of 658 b .
b . 196%—R2y phato uséd by FR
!hi’le yhe:l:r:a‘yn ';t nlr: taken at Missouri State Penitentiary, seeking “Erie Starva G:lt.!(?,y::
~ 2 lxm‘ prison. where he escaped last April were drawn by artlst).

His wht:-renhout-. from Anrit, '@
(1 \100‘7, when he cieaped, untilie
¢
¢

‘?:? I FBI director J. Edgar oo August, 1067, whea he coport. t:

‘"*:? [ver aaid agents linked the case \t edly surtaced as Ene plaro!!

oA . " to Hay through latent finger.) ltiait, 2 tenant of a rooming!

R ’ printy, Hoover’'s formal an-’, F youse in DBirmiryham, Ala "

th”"‘ﬂ . nouncement did not say where ' 1ace apparently unetear o

i the prints were found, hut eey. dl The seeming d]«'rl.'v’l.!vzrzr-:.\

& . ;rnl gr‘mtn kwor; khnm;-,al :oz ! eecarlior ,,cc,,g)n:l_‘ .zr:..-.eln b;’l;'f
: av ren take 3 n L N rleans X

. a3 the to0ming house from which ' e e wax i prisn—|v

;E:j - ’ the assasin ahot Dr. King as . were evidently hased on ulor'i'

ooy the civil rights tender atood nn!( "fes that he himaell {ahﬂu!ed.,!

a miotel halcony. n in " Miasourt ’,l(.nn'"u.&mff;::'

FDBl spokesinen  nald  the, iords ahow Kby was .

prints were traced tn Hay jf ll\llon. 1., an \m:unrl.d)-lo;r,:]’

2fter 8 painstaking, ‘page-hy- 1 43,000 persnns located porthy

page search of fingerprints “‘ ‘.iu{ and across the Misalasipplh

filed against more than 53,000 ftiver from St. Louis, Mo, .
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CIA HISTERICAL REY

av

prrsons for whom “wanted ao-.
tices” have been published, i
Hay, who has an extensiye 2
eriminal record, has used ant
“lonly the Eric Galt aias but’
ialsn the names Harvey Low-
meyer, John Wiliard, Jamnat
{Mcﬁr!de, James Walton, W. C.i"
Herron 2nd Jamex O'Conner,
ithe FR1 said. -

' He achleved a 10th grade
.‘,educulnn. -penitentiary  offi
%icials said, end began develop
:tng an arrest record in 1942
s He worked as a baker and 12
ag‘borcr. )

‘ He served prison terms forl
i1/ bursitary in Calliornia, armed’
,g,',mbber)' in I1linols and forzery .

of mancy orders In Miasourl
during tho 195N,

In 1960, he was convicted of
armed robbery In a $130 gro

( Rea KEARCH, A8, Col 1
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F ol Sa}‘s GaltIs Ray, -
Who Fled Prisonin 1967 -

-

SEARCIH, From Al ;was given & general alscharge;p

notd ‘ st me 'because of “lack of adaptabdll-if

cery store holdup in St R ' - .
and began & 20year teTs on"" to .mll(lary scrvice. While!

March 17, 1960, .n service. he also served 2 st

Penitentlary recprds cleck: theeeronth scnience at hard
Harry Lauf said Ray made!labos for being drunk and st
two abortive Jailbreaks, In; breaking arrest. Hoover said it
1961 and 1953, Abc;o{-e‘g:n*;:{ He described Ray as 3 feet] ~
BUCCEEN ast Ap ; : .
was betleved to have hidden! 19 1aches Lali, weighing 163 to.
in & wooden crate used (or;”" pounds with blue eyes),
transporting loaves of bread(brown halr and a small scar,
from the Penitentiary to the,on his forchead and another!
Renz penitentizry famm £ive”on the palm of his right hand.
m‘l‘l’g\:;ly_‘; cvidenc!\—“eg Penitentiary officlals  sald)
never did_ find conspirators—iRay was u “loner,” which
the! he was hidden with the!matches descriptions by per
bread on top of his bod¥."'sone wha kaew the man wha
Reuters news Rgency QuoleSicalled himsclf Galt in the Bir
Warden Harold Swenson asigyingham rooming house.
saylng. “The bread artived inf 15 a “wanted” poster for
bad conditlon * the {arm.” Ray when he eccaped last!

“He was cauxht goIng OVeflvear the pamphlet reportediyy
the wall in 1961,” said Laulllited two brothers, John Ray,
“and they found him'biding In'of St Louis, and Jerry W,
a ventilator In 1966. {Ray, of Wheeling, 111, United

Aside from his cscape h‘b‘,l‘nrxs International reported.
Hs, sald Lauf, Ry Was 2. The FBI has denied reports
“fairly good” prisoner. ithat it has a brother of Ene

After the 1966 jaildreak aStarvo Galt In custody and
tampt, Ray was sent 1o theithat the brother is aiding the
tiate mental hospital in Ful- ;search for the assassin.
ton, Mo., for abscrvation, but! When the FBI obtained »
was returned to the penilef-iconspiracy warrant  against
tiary without any finding oliGalt carller ihis weer, 0
mental disorder, hospital offi- charged that Galt “and an in-
clals sald, ‘dividual who he alleged to be

¥p1 director Hoover s3id his brother” cntered into &
Ray was an enlisted man 1a!conspiracy to deprive Dr. King
the U.S. Army from February, of his.civil rights. The FBI re-
1046, 10 Decomber, 1999, and.fused to give details on the

) N (“brother” yesterday.

UPL also reported that an
i'Fm alert was issued Thursday]
ito all law enforcement agen-
(cies in’ Imperial County, Calif.,
ifor & man fitting Galts de
scription seen near the Mexi-
—.can border, The alert said the
Jr.man was seen Monday on a
«3,.back road four and s half
m{milcs west of El Centra, Caiil,
st.l
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