
The Smell Of Conspiracy
Morc mid more the assassination 

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. be­
gins to resemble a wcll-plnnn<d, 
coldly-executed plot which had its 
Inception months ago. What is 
inure, the way in which it was 
Curried out lends credibility to the 
theory that II was a conspiracy.

This Is written with some reser­
vations. The conspiracy theory docs 
not usually attract us about an 
event of this nature. We are no­
tably unmoved by the critics of the 
Warren Report on the Kennedy as-. 
Mwlnallon, who seem to believe 
that not Only was mote than one 
man Involved. butJLhat.the conspir­
acy they envision included every­
one from Communists to tht' 
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HUT AS the pieces of the puz­
zle of Dr. King’s murder fall into 
place—and as others refuse to do 
so—evidence begins to weigh 
heavily in favor of a conspiracy 
theory. At the very least, it now 
seems evident that this was not ah 
impetuous net by a badly derang­
ed man. but the result of a long- 
range plan.

There Is, for Instance, the iden­
tity <>f "Eric Starvo Galt.” He 
doesn't exist, apparently, and yet 
he began to exist as a person 
arolmd Ilie middle of last year. 
He established an identity, then 
carefully used it in building a 
trail which has Md investigators 
nowhere.

— There wn* also the matter of 
the rifle so openly dropped near 
tin1 flop house from which the 

’dentil blow wns struck. To our 
knowledge, no official has yet said 
it was the weapon-which fired the 
fatal shot.

Then theta wits iht fictitious 
chaso of a White Muirtdrig by

Memphis police car “160.” There I* 
a car 160. but It did not chase • 
Mustang the night of Dr. King's 
dentil. The radio reports which 
seemed to be coming from that car- 
were, again appawntly, another 
plant to draw police off the real 
Kent

• • * -
' THK LINE must be drawn In 

this kind of speculation, but It 111 
obvious to us that only extremists 
of the far right or left i " iM .utllel-; 
pate Immediate benelil . '-i-.
ing Dr. King. Hie left, by which 
we mean agents of China, Cuba or,; 
possibly, Moscow, were bound t0‘ 
know that Dr. King's death would, 
be the sighal for rioting and pocket- . > 
insurrection:, in every major Amer-, ,
lean. city. They could reason, with 
good basis, that tho disturbances j ' 
would badly weaken our society's-. 
fabric, making us even less capable ' 
of dealing With dur Obligations, 
abroad and further polarizing thi! ■ 
rices At home.

The far right could also benefit,, / 
again assuming angry reaction in ■ 
the Negro community. What the' 
far right would hope to gain would 
be a kind of scml-mllltnry llktovof, 
of this nation in the name 6f law 
anti order — which again Is not so-' 
far-fetched a |>oxslbi!l(y that it can, 
be automatically discounted evert' 
now. !

Having said this, It is necessary 
to restate the t|uaiificalinn that the, 
fire! assumption — of a lone killer 
acting out his oivn psychosis 
mains the must probahlt*. With • 
every day which passes without an 
arfest. However, this assumption Is 
drastically weakened. We are left 
with "Erle StraVo Glatt,11 A fhah 
who plotted long arid hard and , 
who is still at large. It smells of 
Organl.sutloti and conspiracy, and 
the tmell grows stronger.

greeiiville, HISS. 
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BROAD TRAIL WIT1 ELUSIVE END ^ APR 1 4 1968

Movements of King's Killer
Traced Step by Step, But..
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By JEREMIAH OTKAKY 
S« Staff Wctwr

j "The man who killed King Neither 
i the world’s luckiest amateur nr part of 
* a fantastically clever conspiracy/' said 

cw wean investigator yesterday as the 
j massive hunt (ar (he slayer of Dr. Mar* 
I tin Luther King Jr. continued.

’Eleven 'days after the civil rights 
| leader was shin bv a sniper in Mem* 

fh». Twin., the federal Bureau of 
nwstigation finds itself in the dilemma 

of possessing a lot of physical evidence 
; bu: nothing that points to the true iden* 
j thy er whereabouts of the assassin.
I From information publicly disclosed 

and from non-FBl sources, this much 
can be reported about the evidence in 
hand, the man being sought and how he 
prepared fcr and committed (he crime: 
• The FBI has three names for (he 
fugitive and all of them are considered 
to oe pseudonyms.
• They have latent fingerprints taken 
from (he Remington Gamemaster 30.06 

, pump rifle believed to have been the 
x^issiMtion weapon, and from the tel* 

• cavwc sight attached to the gun.
• • They have a l^ while Mustang bo*

kewd used as the getaway car.
• • They have half a tkv.cn or more peo*

pie who saw the suspected slayer both 
t before and after the fatal shooting at 
; t i l p.m. April 4.
• • But (hey do not now know who the
J gunman really is. where he is. whether 

he was working alone or as part of a 
i conspiracy.

j About the Car. . .
i Authorities have pieced together this 
| much information about the car they 
’ have connected with the ease:
j On August 30. W7 William D. Paisley 
I of Birmingham. Ah., sold a 1966 white 
I Mustang to a man who gave his name 

a< Eric St arvo Unit. On Sept. 6. 1^-7.
- ' Galt" applied for a Birmingham driv* 
| erV license under that name and Nd. 
I Jbi^M? was mailed to him. On March I.

IA\\ Galt requested a duplicate and one 
was mailed to him at a Birmingham 
rvonucg bouse.

| Gal: had listed his occupation as un- 
j ent ployed merchant seaman and gave a 

rooming house address. 2608 Highland 
j! Ave . Birmingham, ft is a place for
J; transients and Gak did not live the;*

Kiw than six months. He apparently’ 
b was last'a resident in November.

The car and the name Galt kvame 
f, significant when Mrs. Ernest Payne, of 
* ; AGanix. Ga., looked out her window 

I between 7 and 9 a m Friday. April 5. 
od saw a man drive the Mustang into a 

| parking kN at Capitol Homes, a low-rent 
i basing project near the State CapitoL 
L The ear tit the description of one of two 
I white Mustangs vh’ch had been parked 

in the Mi block of South Main Street. 
Memphis, around the corner from the 
lucre! where King was killed.

; Mexico Tourist Stickers
The cw evidently was abandoned at 

the AUxt-xa spot. V. was not until April 
J: that it was brought to the attention cd 
the FBI It bwe the red-ard-.white Ala­
bama Lw.se No. I4SAU traceable to 
(be man who gave his name as Galt.

There was mud and egarvt stubs oa

the fs\v and two Mexican tourist 
rfxitTS on the windows. The FBI can 
link the car with the events in Memphis 
but refuses to sty how.

The name Galt is now believed to bo 
an ahas An exhaustive chock of almost 
every Awvivable form of record in the 
Veiled Sixes has led to a <kad end. No 
Erie Stipo Galt is listed by police 
departments unions, credit or banking 
irk<jnrk« or on other records.

But, according to Mrs. Payne’s de* 
scriplion. "Galt" resembles the man 
king sa^hl for the slaying of King: 
darMutxxi. dark, neat clothes, point- 
ext wse. The Alabama license records 
for Galt are considered not inconsistent. 
The apekdion described him as 5 feet 
It. 175 pounds, with blue eyes and 
hvwn hair.

Both descriptions are considered 
close to IM* given by persons who 
saw the suspect fleeing from the Mem­
phis flepbeuse from which the fatal 
shot was fired. The general descrip- 
th^n p»« by Memphis witnesses is 
5 feet 8 to 5 tot 11. 26 to 32 years of 
age. neat dark clothing.

About The Gun . . .
The Remington rifle believed to have 

been the mauler wcatwn was traced by 
its serial number to a Birmingham. 
Ab. sporting goods store. The weapon 
was acquired from the shop on March 
30 by a man who could have been 
either the suspect or an accomplice.

The man gtx the Remington by trad­
ing another gun for it. The FBI has 
net disclosed his identity, but it can 
find no trace of anyone with a name 
like (bar"given to the Birmingham 
shop- The acquisition has. however, 
given the ESI another consistent des- 
criptica and another handwriting spe­
cimen.

The next event linking King’s death to 
(he mystery man occurred April 1. a 
few hours after King's well-publicized 
arrival st the Lorraine Motel for a 
planning session in connection with a 
march of striking sanitation workers. 
King cheeked into a second-floor balco­
ny nwa. No. X^, at the Lorraine in 
the morning.

At 3:15 p m. that same day, a man 
who gave his name as John Willard 
checked into a nameless flophouse in 
Memphis' 4A) block of South Maio. Bes­
sie Brtwr. the proprietor, took him 
upstairs.’showed him a $IO-a-wock room 
on one Mde ef the building. She said he 
turned down No. 5. which has a kit­
chenette. remarking: “I only want a 
sleeping room."

R*m Na. $ Chosen
Then she saawed bun Rooms 4. 5 and 

6 on the <xh?c side facing the Lorraine 
McteL The man known as Willard took 
Room 5 and paid (ne weekly $3.50 rent 
tn advance w^h a $20 bill. Mrs. Brewer 
recalls that be bad a sharp nose, dark 
hj;r. a "xfty ' smile and a neat appear- 
ance—unusual for her rundown estab- 
lida at.

So far as wvestigarors have been 
abie to determine. "John Willard" is 

false name.
"Wiuinf had no luggage and wax

cm vine nothing when he rented the 
mom. The presumption is (hat during 
the next hours he went outside arufgot 
some things from the Mustang parked 
on Main Street. Six blocks away, 
sources report, he bought a pair of 
binoculars from * place called York’s 
Arms.

In (he half hour before King was shot. 
"Willard" got up fronr. his bod and 
locked himself in a communal bathroom 
which has a window facing the balcony 
of the tarrainc. Willie Anchutt, who 
lived in the flophouse, tried to get in 
but his knock was not answered.

According to Memphis Police Direc­
tor Frank C. Holloman, a former FBI 
agent, the distance from (he bathroom 
window to King's balcony is 205 feet 3 
inches. The angle of fire toward King 
was 30 degrees to the right and slightly 
down, an easy shot with a telescopic 
nt Ie.

King emerged three times just before 
6 p.m. The third time, he mentioned to 
the Rev. Samuel Kyles that lie was tired 
of restaurants and wanted some "soul 
feed." Kyles invited him home to dinner 
and King said he would like that. King 
leaned on the balcony rail, talking to tvs 
di iver. Solomon .Iones, un the ground 
brlnw. Jones told King II was cold and 
suggested he wear a top coal.

King replied. "Okay. I will,’* /
Those were his last words. SLwirfg 

hi (he bathtub of Bessie Brewer’s flop- 
house. the killer took alm across a junk- 
pile on a vacant lot, over n rowltf* 
scrubby trees on an embauknu'.^ 
squinted through the telescopic sl^ 
and fired. ।

Soft-Nosed nuTIrfUsed J
King was struck In tne lower yight 

jaw by a soft-nosed bullet /vhich 
coursed through his neck, hil hK spine 
and camo to rest in his shoulder. He 
fell to the balcony deck, unconscious 
and bleeding profusely, and was dead 
on arrival at the hospital.

Willie Anchutz heard the shot and 
looked out his door. Ue saw a man rush 
past him In the hall carrying a blue 
rondbag and a long object wrapped in a 
sheet. Anchtnz did nut get a good look 
a: (he man presumed to be the gunman 
but remarked. •'That sounded like a 
shot.'* The man replied, “Yes,. It was.”

The fugitive ran out the opposite en­
trance of the flophouse, ducked into the 
doorway of Ik Canipc Amusement Co. 
at 424 South Main, awl dropped the rifle 
and the bag there. The proprietor, Guy 
Caniiic, saw him abandon the cun and 
bag, but did not go outside. Other wit­
nesses said the suspect climbed calmly 
into the white Mustang a few feet be­
yond and drove away.

It is an easy 3- to 10-hour drive from 
Memphis to Atlanta, a time element 
which fits with Mrs. Payne's observa­
tion of the man parking the Mustang 
owned by Gall in the Atlanta bousing 
piuject.

Within a few hours, the fatal bullet 
wu.*- extracted from King's body and 
sent to the FBI crime laboratory here, 
along with the rifle and the bag with all 
its contents. The FBI has refused to say 
what “-as found in th* hag nr what its 
bboraton examinations showed.
.^//-ZJJ^A^^---- -

<
B
l
W

lf4
BW

iW
W

i



Phony Name Stalls Search
ATLANTA. April 15 H/FU 

. kiu.csiion* mounted Unlay 
that ’hr must warned man 
in th* Nation.-Enr Smrvu 
(lalt, never actually exited 
but was carefully <-<inJrnrd 
months before the ftev. Dr 
.Martin Luther King Jr. was 
aAy>Mnatfd.

Authorities pressed 1hHr 
march—without a warrant 
—for the man. Hut they In­
dicated they feared Galt 
may be a blind set up tn 
hamper the search for the 
killer, or killers, of Dr. King.

It wax learned that invrx. 
ticaiom have been unable io 
trace his existence beyond 
fast summer.

The man who called him­
self Galt purchased a car in 
Birmingham. Ala., on Aug. 
30. Hr applied tor Bn Ala­
bama driver’s license a week 
later, al which time he gave 
hU occupation as an unem­
ployed merchant marine sea­
man. But none of the mer­
chant seamen's unions have

any record of h;tn. and it h 
impossible u* work on a 
>h;p. officials say, without a 
union card

Galt's trail grows cold In 
Atlanta, where his car — a 
white Mustang similar to 
one believed to have hern 
um <1 by the sniper In fleeing 
Memphis—-was found aban­
doned April 5. the morning 
after Dr. King was slain.

In Birmingham, mean- 
while, rooming house man­
ager Peter Nicholas Cherpes 
said he had identified for 
FBI agents a sketch of a 
man known to him as Galt 
Cherpes. 72. told the Bir­
mingham News in a copy­
righted interview that the 
sketch "looked exactly like" 
Gall.

"He was above the aver­
age roomer in dress, talk 
amt appearance,” Cherpes 
•aid. "He always wore 
sporty clothes and a tie. He 
was always pleasant and I

never knew vl hint drink 
ing"

Chen*r< Mid Galt AiHln t 
say much about his family 
affairs, only that he was di- 
vomM, He only talked 
about the weather, never 
about polices pr racial trou­
bles.

•He said Galt stayed at his 
rooming house at 2608 High­
land avc. from Aug. 26 to 
(M 7 last year.

Hr said that duing Sep- 
fember, Galt received a pre­
paid package in the mail 
from Chicago. Ho said it 
weighed 20 to 25 pounds, 
was about two feet long and 
one foot wide. The next day, 
Cherpes said* Galt told him 
H was the wrong merchan­
dise and he planned to send 
tt back.

(The J0-06 Remington 
hunting rifle, found near 
the murder scene and be- 
Ue rod to be the death

Sec SEARCH, AG, Col. 7
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Slaying Suspect 
Veiled Identity

SEARCH. From Al
weapon «'M sold In Btrniing- 
ham. according to the manu- 
fwlvrrr'i aerial number rec­
ords.)

In October. Chcrpcs aald. 
Galt told him he was leav­
ing for Mobile. Ala., to seek 
a job. Galt hW he expected 
a letter from Chicago and 
asked Chcrpcs to hold it for 
him.

In Febiujry-orMarch, 
Chcrpcs said, the letter 
came front Chicago. He laid 
the envelope was that and 
green, with a Chicago post 
mark. -

"I waa puttied for a while 
where to mall ti.” Chcrpcs 
Mid. "I didn't have an ad­
dress (lor Gall). So I held 
the letter lor a week, and 
returned it"

Chcrpcs sold it appeared 
to him the letter contained 
a check.

When he received the let­
ter, ('herpes said.-hc went to 
his file to look for Galt’s 
registration card and found 
it. But when FBI agents 
came to hint last week, 
Cherpes said it was missing.

Chcrpcs earlier denied 
knowing Galt. He said this 
was because the FBI ha5 
asked him not to say any­
thing about the man. But ha 
said the FBI had no author- 
lly to stop him. HIs_roomlng- 
house was bolted and he re­
fused to admit anyone this 
afternoon.

He said Galt was a natty 
dresser who always paid his 
$27 a week room and board 
in cash, on time.

"When he was here, on 
the third or fourth day. he 
asked me If I would drive

his car downtown for him to . 
take a driver's test," 
Chcrpcs Mid.

"He was * new man to Al­
abama and to Birmingham 
and also a customer," 
Chcrpcs continued, ".ind I 

’ wanted to help him on Inst 
basis. K he had asked for ; 
my recommendation, I 
would have Investigated , 
more closely."

Chcrpcs said that wnen • 
Galt arrived at the rooming -',- 
hoUsc. he told him bls last 
job was In the shipyards at 
Pascagoula. Miss. However, •. 
Ingalls Shipbuilding Co. at 1, 
Pascagoula said It had never 
hired a man by that name.

Galt told Chcrpcs he was 
taking a “long vacation" and 
expected to «t«y at the • 
rooming house three or four 
months. But he only stayed 
six weeks, Chcrpcs said.

The only official mention 
of Galt In connection with 
the King investigation was 
In an FBI "locale and no­
tify" bulletin Issued, sod 
then withdrawn. In Florida. 
It said he was 37, 5 foot 11. 
175 pounds, blue eyes and 
brown hair. It said Ms name 
was Erle Starvo Galt. It has 
been st.eculated. however, 
that this Is a misspelling, 
and that the name Is proba­
bly Stavro.
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ATLANTA, April It — TSI ere working around ^c clock 
agents investigat.^g ’Ai *c> pursuin’ every lead." 
pcr-slaylag ci A; Sew 3?. UPI r c ? o ri e rs checkin
Martin Luther Kir; Jw have wuh nar?ur.e officials ia 
been or. the trail w L*k Mobile learned today that
Starve Galt, listed as a- ua« agents, ir. addition to ques*
employed merckor.: xirnc.t 
for nearly a week, Umted 

-Press laurnauucal reported 
today.

Galt's name first reached 
the public last nipt; when a 
white Mustang aata.rcg^tc-wc 
to him and resembLr^ cr.c 
that reportedly spec iaci the 
Kins assassination score, was 
found parked ia an Atlanta 
apartment complex.

No warrant has beer, issued 
for Gait's arrest, but it was 
learned that the FBI in Miami 
hud issued—and the;: 1..? un­
explained .etsc-r.s bad »i;>

bulletin on Gal: yotoecay.
Alabama Registry

The' Mustang registered to 
Galt carried Alabama license 
number ICidSAh A creek w.th 
Alabama authar.tLs estab­
lished Galt’s .adorers., .as a 
rooming house at Cc^ H:;l* 
land avo. ir. Bira;ig:M:a. am 
residents, while rceall.ag Cha 
said they had r.o; seen him 
since November.

In obtain.r.g his drivers li­
cense in 1957, Ga.; listed his 
occupation as an unetntxloyod. 
merchant mariner.

The FBI re pl ioci uiA ; 
blanket "no camr?;;: ‘ all

• fcL^ persons a: Ue Bio 
ntingham baaiumg house, had 
also made a- check of the 
docks long before the Mus* 
.ung teas found.
Umou OfucUs Checked

A spokesman at the Sea- 
fsreo International Union in 
Mobile said agents had visited 
.the union offices two days 
two and had sone through au­
tomated Lios, without success. 
•T J7^^ to S«l a lead cm

Officials at the National 
Maritime Union of America in 
Mobile said agents had macle 
a sintila* chock there, and the 
char Fishing Company, one of 
the largest firms of its kind 
in the area, said it also had 
Men visited by agents.

Agents also chocked cut 
• Oast Guard files in Washing- 
tor. during the day without 
Lading any trace o; Gait.

Th . raised speculation, 
whtch again officials refused 
:? confirm or deny, that watc- 
one. as early as ias: Septem­
ber. set about to establish cre­
dentials far a ficticious Eric 
St-two Galt

Alabama officials said that 
a; a.? Lme no agpr.cd for L$ 
Alabama license, at the age 
of 36. ho claimed to have had 
a Louisiana license since 1M2, 
but twrc is record that he



Aivkjm'.M h'<*
ArllstS sketch of sus­
pected slayer. M left Is 
the Birmingham room- 
inj house that Is the last 
known address of Erie 
S. Galt whom police 
linked to a wide Mus­
tang in Atlanta. At 
right is where tie car 
was found.






