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Maore and more the assassinalion
of -Dr. wiartin Luther King Jr. be-
gins to resemble a well-planned,
coldly-exccuted plot which had fts
inception  months  ago. What 1s
more, the way in which it was
carried out Jemds credibility to the
theory that i was a conspiracy,

This I« wrilten with some reser-
vatlons. The cobspiracy theory docs
nol usually attract us about an
cévent of this nature. We are ro-
tably utimoved by the critfes of the

Wharren Report on the Kennedy as- |

sassinatfon, who scem to believe
that not Gnly was ‘mote than one
man hivolved, but that the conspire

“acy -they envision. included every- Pe
* be the sighal for rioting and pocket® -

insurtections in every major Amer- |

onc from Communisis to thc
CLA‘.-'\ . ) . I

. L] L L]

HUT AS the pleces of the puz-
zle of Dr. King's murder fall into
place—and as others refuse to da
so—cvidence beging to  weigh
heavily in favor of a conspitacy

theary. At the very ledst, it now-

scems evident that this was not eh
fmpetuots act by a badly derang.
ed man, but the result of a long-
rangie plan, .

There is, far Instance, lhe iden-
tity of “Fric Starvo Gait.” He
docsn’t exist, appareatly, and yet
he bepnan to exist AsS a . pcr»on
arotind the middle of lasl yeat,
He established an identity, then
carefuily used it in building a
trail which has léd investigators
nowhere.

s <Thete wag..also the matler .of

the rifle sv openly drogped near
the flop house frtn which ihe
‘death blow was sttuek, To odr
kitowled«e, no officlal has yet sald
it was the weapon- whxch fired the
fatal shot,

Theh thets wai thé {ictitious
chage of a whlte Mustang by

Vi ok

Memphis police car *160." There s
a car- 160, but it did not chase &
Mustang the night of Dr. King's
death. The radio reports which
secmed o Le coming from that car:
were, again appasently, another
plant to draw police off the rell
scent. .
¢ o o -

" THE LINE must be drawh In’
this kind of sprculation, but 1t is:
obvious to us that only extremists .
of the far rirht or Jeft eoiid mllvl-'
pate Immediate beneiid .
ing Dr. King. The loft, by whkh
we mean agents of Chlna. Cuba ory
possibly, Mascow, were bound {o-
know that Dr. King's death would

can city. They could reason, with

dood basis, that the disturbances;

would badly weeken our soclety's:
fabric, making us even less capable’
of dealmr with our obligations .

_abroatt and further polarizing thé/

races At honte, ;
The far right could also benefit,,

again astuming angry reaction in_ .~

the Negro community, What thel
far right would hope to galn would
be a kmd of semi-military takeover,
of this hation in the name 6f law-
ant otder — which agaln s not so’

“far-fetchad a possibifity thal it can,

be aulomativally discounted cvcn
now,

Having said this, 1t is nécessary
o restate the yualification that they
firet assunmiption — of a lone killer-
acting out his oivn paychosty «< e

fnoins  Ahe most- probahts, With®

cvery dav whicl passes withuut an
arteat, liowever, this assiumption {3

drastically weakened. We are feft

with “Erlc Stravo Call" A fan

who plotted long and hard and ,

who is still at latge. It sihells of
srjdnlzation and conspiracy, and
the smell gtows s&ronacn N
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- Movements of King's Killer
 Traced Step by Step, But..

By J& REMUAH O'LRARY
Nar Nafl Winer -

“The man who killad King is either
tiwe world's ‘luckiest amateur o part of
a fantasiically clever comspuracy,”™ tand
ane weary investigator yesterday as the
tiassive hurt far the slayer of Dr. Mare
tin Luthet King Jr. continued.”

‘Fieven ‘days after the civil rights
leader was slzin by a sniper inMem-

s, Teun, the Federal Burcau of

avwestigation finds itself in the dilemma
of possessing a lot-of physical evidence
hu: nwhing that pants to the true ken-
Lty or whercabouts of the assassin,

Prom information publicly disclaced
ard {roin non-FBI sources, this much
can be reparted atwout the evidence in
hand, the man beinyg soucht and how he
prepared fer and committed the crime:
@& The FBI has three names for the
fugitive and all of them are considered
to be psendonyms.
® They have latent fingerprints taken
trwn the Remingion Gamemaster $0.06
purp tifle believed to have heen the
Mssassitation weapen, and [rom the tel-
cxnupic sitht attached to the gun,

e They have a 196 white Mustang bes
Leved used as the getaway car,

@ They uve halfl & dozen or more poos
ple whe saw the suspected slayer bath
belore and after the fatal shooting at
£ol pan. April 4.

¢ But they do nat now know whe the
gunman really is where he is, whether
be was working aloae or as part of a
QUISPITACY.

About the Cac, .

Authorities have picced together this
much infermation sbout the car lhc)
Save aected with the case:: -

Ca August 30, 1967 William D. Puisley
of Birmungham, Ala., sold a 1966 white
Mastang to a man who gave his name
2s Ene Starve Galt. On Sept. 6, 1967,
“Galt”™ applied for a Rirmingham driv-
e’y fivense under that pame and No.
DRWT was mailed to him. On March 1,
AR Galt requested a duplicate and one
was mailed to him at a Birmingham
voniizg house.

vak had listed his occupation as un
ea:p!o_\'cd merchani seaman and fave s
rcaming house address, 2608 Highland
Ave. Birmingham. It is a place for
tramsients and Galt did oot live there
prore than six -months. He appareatly
was jast 2 resident in November,

_The car and thé nume Galt became
{wvant when Mrs. Ernest Payvne, of
Ga.. iooked out her window
t\l\\:\\n and 9 am. Friday, r\pnl 5,
and saw 3 maan drive the \lLL\{am. into a
parking ot at Capitel Homes, a low-rent
deusing project paar the State Capitol.
Tbe car fit the descriptinn of one of two
white Mustangs which had been parked
in the &U block of South Main Street,
Memphix, arourd the corner from the
tuciei where King was Xilled.

Mexico Tourist Stickers

The car evidenily was abandoned at
the Atiantas spot. [t was not untd Aprii
11183 1 was broexht to the attention of
t7¢ FR!I' [t bore the red-and-white Ala-
buma beease No.o 13394 traceable to
U man wio gave his name as Galt.

Trere was mud and ¢igaret stubs oa

e faawr and two  Mexican toucist’
stickers on the windows. The FBI can
sk the car with the events in Mempls
but neluses Lo sy how,

The wrare Galt - is now hetieved o be
an aliss. Anexhaustive cheek of almost
every ceanvivable form of record in the
United Kaies has led (o a dead end. No
tric Nane Galt is listed by police
dopariments, unious, credit or ‘banking
instituiass of on other reconds.,

But. savrding to Mrs. Payne's de-
it “Gak™ resembles the man
toing s for the slaying of King:
darhhanad. datk, neat clo&gcs. point-
al nose. The Alsbams license records

 far GaX are coasidered not inconsistent

The appdveation described him as § feet
1, l'. mounds, with blue eyes and
boown hair,

Bath - deseeiptions
close 0 those given by persons who
saw the suspect fleving from the Mem-
phis fydease from which the fatal
shae was fired. The general deserip-
ther gher by Menyhis witnesses s
3 fowt 8 te 3 feet 11, 26 to 32 years of
Age. new dark clothing.

About The Gun . .,

The Renungton rifle belioved to have
boen the musder weapon was traced by
itz serial number to a Rirmiagham,
Alal sparting goads store. The weapon
was acquird from the shop on March
» by wn who could have been
cither the suspect or an accomplice.

The man gt the Remington by {rad-
ing anather gun for it The FBI has
et discleand his identity, but it can
find o trsve of anyone with a name
ke iy given to the Birmingham
shopu The avquisition has, however,
gven the F31 another consistent des-
cription atd another handwriting spe-
cunea,

The next event livking King's death to
the rywtery man occurrcd April 1, a
few hours aer King's well-publicized
arcival @t the Loccaine Motel for a
plannng sossipn in connection with a
march of striXing sanitation workers.
Ring cheviad tete a second-{lnor balco-
v ram, N WS, at the Lorraine in
the mamming.

At 3115 pom. that same day, a man
whe gave his name as John Willard
checked. inte 3 nameless {lophouse in
Mermphis® &0 black of Seuth Main. Bes-
sle Brewer, the proprictor, took him
unstaing, shond him a $it-a-week roomt
on ene e of the building. She said he
tursed down Ne. & which has a kit-
exerette, n»n.u!ung “l only want a
sleeping roem™

Roem No. § Chosen

Then she shawed him Rooms 4, 5 and
8 on the oder side (acing the Lorraine
Motei. The man known as Willard took
Rean 3 and paid toe weekly $2.50 cent
in advance \n.h a SV bill, Alrs. Brewer
resalls l...\' bt bad a sharp nose. dark
hair. a sl smile and A nest appeur-
ance—unusual for her rundown estab-
fwhzent,

D far
abie to determine,

ancther {sixe same.

CWidard” Bad po Xu‘.gage and was

are  considered

a3 wvestivarors have been
“John Willard" is

crrrving  nothing when he rented the
reomt. The presumption is that during
the next hours he went oulside and gol

“somn things from the Mustang packed

on Main Streel. Six  blocks  away,
sources repart, he bought & pair of
binoculars from = place called York's
Arms, -

In the half hour before King was shot,
“Willard” got up from his bed and
locked timscll in a communal bathroom
which has a window [acing the balcony
of the Lorraine. Willie Anchutz, who
lived in the flophouse, tried to get in
bt his knock was not answered

According to Memphis Police Direc-

tor Frank . Hollomon, a former FBI
agent, the distance from the bathroom
window to King's balceny fs 203 foet 3
inches. The angle of fire toward King
was 30 degrees to the right and slightly
daien, an casy shot with a telescopic
ritle,
Ring cmerged three times just before
6 p.m. The third time, he mentioned (o
the Rev, Samuel Kyles that he was tired
of restaurants and wanted some “soul
foed.” Kyles invited bim hiome to dinner
and King swid he would like that, King
leaned on the balcony rail, tatking ta us
hiver, Solomon Jones, va the ground
helow, Janes told King it was cold and
\u“wﬂl\‘d he wear # top coad

King replied, "Okay, T will,”

Those were his last words. Stagth
f the bathtub of Bessie Hre“crﬁrlm-
lrause, the killer took aim across a junx-
pile on a vacant lot, over a row¥y
scrubby  trees on an embankmic.y,
aqumml through. the telescopic siy it
and fired.

Soft-Nosed Rollet Used

King was slruck In the lower Fight
jaw by a soft-nosed bhuilet schich
coursed through his neck, hit bi§ spine
and came to rest in his shoglder. ite
fell to the balcony deck, unconscious
and bleeding profusely, and was dead
on arrival at the hospital,

Willie  Aachutz
looxed out kis deor, e saw a man rush

ast him In the hall carrying a blue
andbag and a leng object wrapped in a
sheet. Anchmz did not get a good look
a: the man presumed Lo be the gunman
but remarked. “That sounded like a
shot.” The man replied, »Yes,. It was.”

The fugitive ran out the opposite en-
teanee of the flophouse, ducked into the
doorway of the Canipe Amusement Co.
at 424 South Main, and dropped the rifle
and the bag there. ‘The proprictor, Guy
Canipe, saw him abandon he gua and

-bag, but did not go outside. Qther wit-

nesses said the suspect climbed calmly
into the white Mustang a few fect bo-
vord and drove away,

1t is an easy 8- to W0-hour drive from
Memphis to Atlanta, a time element
which fits with Mrs., Payne's ghserva-
tion of the man parking the Mustang
owned by Galt in the Atlanta housing
praject.

Within a few hours, the f{atal bullet
was  extracted from King's body and
sent to the FBI crime laboratory here.
along with the rifle and th~ bag with all
s contents. The FBI has refused to say
what was found in th» bag or what its
tbaratory eraaunstions showed.
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ATLANTA, Aprit 13 187800
sdadlestions mounted bdday
that the must wanied man
in the Noaltion, Hrie Siarve

Calt, never actuaily rx:\lcd'

but was carcfully contrined
months before the Rev, Dr
Martin Lulher King Jr, was
assassinated.

Authorities preased their
acarch—without a warrant
~far the man. Hut they in.
dicaled thev feared Galt
may be a blind s¢t up to
hamper the scareh for the
kslier, or killers, of Dr. King,

It was learned that inves.
tigators have been unable 1o
trace his existence beyond
last suminer.

The man wha called him-
self Gaht purchased a car in
Birmlagham, Ala., oan Aud.
30. He applied for an Als-
Lama driver’s license a week
later, at which time he gave
his occupation as an unem-
ployed merchant maritie sea-
man. But noac of the mer.
chant seamen’s unlons have

ane Stalls

any reeard of hum, and il s
tmpossthie 10 work on a
ship, affiials say, without a
unien card.

Galt's trail grows culd in
Atlanta, where his cor — 3
white Mustang  similar to
one believed to have heen
uxed by the sniper {n fliecing
Memphis—was found shan.
doned April & the morning
aftce Dr. King was slain,

In  Birminghem, mcan-
while, reoming house maa.
ager Peter Nicholas Cherpes
said he bad identihied for
Fi! agents a sketch of &
man kncwn to him as Gatt,
Cherpex, 72, told the Bipe.
mingham News in a copy.
righted Interview that the
_skeleh "looked exactly like®
Gall. Co-

“He was above the aver-
age roomer in dress, tatk
and  appearance,” Cherpes
said. “He always. wore
sporty clothes and a tie. He
was always pleasant snd I

.

2o/ O §327BL

=R 16 1963

search

nover hnew of him drink
g™

Cherpres ruid Galt “didot
ray much sbeut his family
affairs, only that he was d¢-
voreed., He only  talked
about the weather, fever
about poliites pr racial trou-
bles.

“He said Galt staved at his
roaming house at 2608 High-
land ave. from Aug. 26 to
{ct. 7 last year,

He aaid that dudng Sep-
Aember, Galt teceived a pre-
pald package in the mail
from Chicage, He said it
weighed 29 to 25 pounds,
was about two feet long and
one foot wide. The next day,
Cherpes said! Galt told him
tt wasx the wreng merchan-
dise and he planned to sead
it back.

(The 3008 Remington
hunting rifie, fovnd near
the murder scene and be-
lleved to ‘be the death

Sece SEARCH, A6, Col. 7 -
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his car downtown for him to |

SEARCH, From Al

weapon was woid in Biruing-
ham, accunding to the manu-
factvrer's serial number ree-
ords.)

In Ovtober, Cherpes said,
Galt told him he was leav-
ing for Moblile, Ala., to scek
a job. Gait sald he cxpected
2 letler from Chicagd and
asked Cherpes to hold it for
hio. )

In February of March,
Clerpes  sald, the letter
came from Chicago. e sald
the coveclope was thin and
green, with a Chicage post
park. -

“I was puztled for a while
where 19 ma:l t” Oherpes
said. “I didn't have an ad-
dress (for Gall), So U held
the lotter for a week, and
returned 4

Chetpes sald it appeared
to him the lotter contained
a check.

When he recefved the lete
ter, Cherpes said,-he went o
his file to Jook for Gait's
registration card and found
it. But when FBL agents
came to him last week,
Cherpes sald it was missing.

Cherpes  carlier  denled
knowing Galt. He sgld this
was because the FBI has
asked him not to say any-
thing about the man. But he
gald the FBI had no author-

{ty tu stop him. His_rooming.}.
“house was bolted and he re-

fused to admit anyonc this
afternool,

He said Galt was a nally
dresser who always paid nis
$27 & week room and Leard
n cash, on time.

“When he was here, on
the third or fourth day, he
asked me it 1 would drive

take a  driver's.  test”
Cherpes 2ald.

*He was & new man lo Al-
abama and to Birmingham
and  alsn & customer,”
herpes contlaued, “and 1
“wanted to help him on nat
basis. I{ he had ssked for
amy- recommendation, 1
would have investigated

- more closely.” .
Cherpes sald that waena .|
Galt arrived at the rooming <
house, he told him his last ~

job was In the shipyards at

Pascagoula, Miss. However,
Ingalls Shipbuilding Co. at
Pascagoula sald 1t had never
hired a man by that name.
Galt told Cherpes he wae
taking » “long vacation™ and

-

expected to stay at the -

roaming hause three or four
months, But he only stayed
six woeks, Cherpes sald.

The only official mention |

of Galt {n connection with
the King investlgation was
fn an FRI “tocate and no-
Hey” bulletin | (ssued, and
then withdrawn, in Florida,
It sald he was 37, Sfoot-tl,
175 pounds, blue cves and
brown hatr, It xald his name
was Erlc Starvo Galt. 1t has
been  Mecculated, hawever,

that this {s a misspelilng, -

and that the name s probs.
bly Stavro.
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Anvriaied Prew

Artist’s sketch of sus
pected slayer, 3¢ left is
the Birmingham room.
Ing house thatls the tast
known address of Erie
S. Galt whom police
linked to a wiste Mus-
tang in Atlmta, At
right is where tde car
was found,
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