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Watergate Burglar Quizzed on CIA
• fJj'J*ckAn<Jt,r»P*i 

tuidLcfWhittca
In secret testimony before the 

Rockefeller Commission. 
Watergate burglar Frank Stur­
gis hasconf eased thathe was In? 
wlitdin several CUmmuIoi- 
tioapiots.

But he has emphatically de­
nied charges that bo was In Dal­
las on the day President Ken- 
nedy^vas shot or that ho had
anything to do with the Kennedy 
MMwInatiou.

Sturgis offered to Uta a He 
detector test If the commission 
had any doubt that be was tell* 
Ing the truth. No polygraph tost, 
however, was administered.

Watergate conspirator K 
Howard Hunt X*, who ww also 
called before the cantal Us Inn to 
answer the same charges, del!** 
bred similar denial* (hslhem 
linked in any way tattoo tragic 
cwnis in DaUas.

Questioned for two* days by 
senior counsel Robert Olsen, 
Sturgis described assassination 
plots tn Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Guiueula. Haiti and 
Panama. Ho had participated in 
the plotting against * leaders.

agalnatforelgn leaderi, none 
a&thrt A^ericaneitPM 
of the attempts had failed, hie 
said, atthbugh ho wag involved 
in the .advance work-tbat led to 
the successful assaxstoation ot^ 
dictator TrujiUo lu ibs boilnj* 
can Republic.

Sturgis described Cuba as the 
“hub” of assassination sebemes. 
He personaltv had participated 
in plots, he.said, against sever* 
ral Cuban leaders from FWct 
Castro on down. Sturgis had 
beau ape of Castro's command* 
era after the takeover of Ha* 
vaua. During this period, Slup 
git ciaitued, he had reported to 
a CIA contact in too US. em­
bassy.

The special commission, : 
bonded by Vico Resideat Rock-

ted. Na. Mid Sturgfi, be had 
jpemthedayatihishomo lo Mb 
amt At wUnetscJt hlf wife. 
nephcW and mother-in-law 
could place him in Miami on 
thatday, bdtestifi<^..

fbd.kkOM to Faltas on the 
day before dr after the «u»l' 
nation, Obcn demanded. Slur- 
ghrepHcd with aflat*? nd"

Had he ever visited the twat- 
filiation site. Olsen pressed. 
Again Sturgis said Ko had not 
Thou he offeredjq take a Iio de­
tector test and answer questions 
about both the Kennedy assassi­
nation and his Involvement in 
GIAassassination plots.

Sturgis also denied that he

both high and lo^. in alt torse

rfdler, It ©afflicting ‘•©vl- 
donee'* which allegedly links 
Sturgis arid Huai la the Ken­
nedy assassination. The chief 
exhibit is a picture of two va- 
gvahUi resembling Sturgis arid 
Hunt, who wore picked up in 
Dallas after toe assassination.

Upon close examination, toe 
picture of the man who is sup­
posed to be Sturgis does not re* 
seraNo him in some important 
details. The relative height of

had anything to do with toe as- 
taataatibns of Wbcrt F Ken* 
nedy or Martin Luther King. Ho 
was qwMtibned. .^ 
ports: that the Watergate bur-

I {reported: "The writ oftimate 
; of the Joint Chiefs is that tae 
, ceasefire will break down and 

the Commuoisti ultimately wtti 
gain control of all Vietnam.

"Thl« would mean . • • that 
nine years of American dying 
Kava been in vain. For the U& 
government has spilled Cho 
blood of 55.000 American boys 
and squandered >150 billlonto 
prevent a Communist takoovor 
of South Vietnam.

“One intelligence analysis 
suggests that a sporadic cease- 
fire, at least, should enduro for 
several month# . . . But once 
the Communist Infrastructure 
has both rebuilt in the South, 
Warns the analysis, the Commu­
nists will seek to end their long 
struggle for control of all Viet­
nam with a final military often-

. toe too men io toe picture also 
countries, ha testified. dccsnl correspond to toe actual

The conspirators Included height of Sturgis and Runt 
persons he knew to be con-J Nevertheless, counsel Olsen 

cross eta raided Sturgis dwly 
about toe Xensedy assassina­
tion. Had Sturgis, ever beer. In

nected with the Cl< he M d. His 
own role had tein limited to 
helping "set up* assassination 
attempts. Ha had Bewc taken 
part in any actual murders, he 
swore. *

All the assassination plots, he 
explained, bad tvea aimed

gl®M had broken into the Chi­
lean embassy hi Washington. 
Sturgis denied that ho had ever 
participated in the burglary of 
the Washington embassy but 
volunteered that ho had once 
brotan into tho Chilean era- 
bsuyh Havana.

Footnote: Both Sturtk and a 
spokesman for the Rockefeller 
Commission refused to com­
ment on Sturgis* testimony. 
‘The final report will speak for 
itself/* said the spokesman.

Peets^s Predie tl o n—T h c 
Joint Chiefs of Staff expected 
President Nugyen VanThieu to
low South Vietnam all along.Dallas, Olsen asked. Yes. Slur- lose South Vietnam all along, 

gh acknowledged, “several although toe great retreat was
times.*

Had Na ken there on the day 
of the ASAAssinitiQn, asked Ob

#1*0.
"Secretly, the Joint Chia,fa 

don't believe President Thleu 
can survive. Ho b preparing far 
th* politics! ravages by tighten­
ing his military control over the 
country. This will mate his re­
gime even more unpopular wiifi 
the people and, therefore, more 
vulnerable to Communist agita­
tion. ’

“After Thleu has been weak­
ened politically, Hanoi presum­
ably will try tn finish him off 
. . .The Joint Chiefs have grave 
doubts about the South Viet* 
names© army's ability to repel 
an offensive without massive 
American airland artillery sup­
port.”

Tho Joint Chiefs more than
more sudden and spectacular!two years ago predicted almost 
than they had anticipated. | precisely what is happening.

As far back as Feb. 1,1972, wo^ •yTftvmwfAwr.syn.iiwa.in*.




