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JFK-Kin^ Panel

Funds Withheld
■ By' George Lardner Jr. / 

Washington Post Staff Writer\
, .The HouseiAssassinations Commit-,:; a 

• tee fsuddenly^begah investigating .it^ ' 
self yesterday in -the face- of accusa-- " 
tions that ah undercover agent it re­
cruitedhad 'spied'.; on Jerry ' Ray, • 
filched his letters Wnd secretlytape- , 
recorded, his - conversations. , 7.. , .

Ray is abrotoer of James. Earl >Ray, .; 
convicted- killer• of -the..Rev.-.Martin 
Luther-King. Jr.
- According to a statement hy the .un- - 
.dercover agent, a former- EBI. ■ in- 
former: named Oliver' Patterson: of 
Blackjack,Mo.,onecommitteeinvesti- ’ ; 
gator even .^assigned him to “secure -

' samplesof'JerryRay’s hair.”
7 .; The charges ' prompted an abrupt- 
; withholding of additional funds for 
■ the committee’s'inqiuries and sent it 

into aturmoil less thana Week -before
■ toe start='of •’public hearings* into 

King’s murder in 1968. '
; The turnabout, which included a hit 
of gamesmanship at the expense of.

• The New.York' Times, was: engineered 
by the. controversial Mark Lane. .Now , , 

: the lawyer for King’s convicted assas­
sin, Lane led the lobbying., effort to 
create the committee two year?'ago, 

• but’ has stace turnedagainstit. ; - .. .
; * The committee’s-chief counsel, Gt ■ r 

Robert Blakey, acknowledged that toe > 
allegations were ‘.’very serious” and ; 
said they would be thoroughly exam­
ined. But he refused further comment ' 
and declined even to say whether the

See aSSAsstnaWt^o

ASSASSINATIONS, From Al
I committee had ' any ’ undercover 

agents. .
“I’m not authorized” ,io say, Blakey 

protested in a somewhat tense ex­
change : with reporters yesterday 
morning, moments after a House Ad­
ministration subcommittee, had 

^shelved the committee’s report for 
'$790,000 to carry it through the end of 
the year. .:{■.■;.■.,/' .
^, Rep. Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), the 
•ranking Republican on both the Assas­
sinations Committee and the subcom- 
rnittee that funds it, complained that 
-toe inquiry would run out of money 
■by Sept. 15, right in the middle, of 
public hearings on . President Ken­
nedy’s assassination,; without a fresh 
transfusion, but- his colleagues were 
unimpressed. Subcommittee Chair­
man John H. Dent (D-Pa.) said the As­
sassinations Committee had $822,000 

' as of July'l,. more than enough to 
keep it going until the; current furor 
is settled and the Kennedy hearings 
completed. : ' 4 /
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• The charges of - roinmittee-autoor- mittee members or staff- with any^per 
ized spying on Jerry Ray were first 7 sen shall' Im ‘{recordedwitooujtAto' 
-aired Monday-In a SL LdUis “news -.Prior knowledge-and^orwritten.cbi 

- „ h-lx ' V j ' . sentoftheperson-wnose conversatio;confc!“T-i M^,e?^h_es^ted last^?e^nd . ^les state, “there shall be no ele.

. . tell aU. In a typewritten statement, any person.”'
^ agent~ ’ A Madison County, HL, deputysher

^ ^ on leave for a year, Baetz, was re
mittee investigator Conrad (Pete) portedly closeted here with committe. 
Baeteearly tins year anil sent to officials yesterday. A representativt 
Gewgia to {‘renew my reiationship” of toe committee quotedhimas. say 
with Jerry Ray. ; \ ing, “I can’t make 'any comment

According to Patterson, he had been don’t want to make any comment.” 
an informer for toe EBI on toe activi- Patterson also said that bh one oc 
ties of Jerry Ray and white suprema-. casion while he was in Washington 
cist J. BI Stoner from 1971 to 1974. Ap-T'Witfi Jerfy Ray-^pparentlyl in^mid- 
patently toe FBI supplied Patterson’s ' ‘ \ .patently the FBI supplied Patterson’s April when both testified beforq^the 
name to toe Assassinations Commit-. Assassinations Committee and snared

; ,tee as a potential asset. ' ;; • a motel room during: the trijf—h<
•In any case, Pattefsohsaidriiihis •searched-Riay’s. belongings. .Pattersoi 

■ statement that Baetz, a $24,000-a-year said he/ found -'some, ■ letters,; fron 
committee investigator based in /St. James Earl Rayto.his brother along 

Louis, “regularly instructed me to tel- with a map “which Jerry had placed
ephone Jerry Ray and to tape-record in his toilet articles bag.” - ■ '

“I took them, photocopied them, and
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those conversations.” -v.
■“I often did that while Baetz was in sent the copies to Baetz,” Patterson 

’said.;
He said Baetz--later told him toe 

documents were considered “so.impor- 
. ... . . - tant” that they .were .discussed at awould meeting in Washington attended by 

listen into the conversation by using Blakeyt <<the direct0I- of the FBI and 
earphones Resigned to momtor . con- Atforney General [Griffin] Belk” 
versations. This went on for several i about that, Blakey parried 

by asking whether he was really being

/ my house,” continued Patterson,' an 
electronics salesman who used to pp- 

. erate a. shop, called Blackjack : Radio

months. Baetz: took the tapes of the 
recorded conversations with him .and 
gave me back tapes regularly.” *

Under rules adopted by the commit­
tee last year in the midst of another 
Cqntroversy,“no conversation ofcom-

asked to comment about such a “ridic­
ulous’ claim. Told that he was being 
asked just that, he declined to com­
ment. He also refused to say whether 
he thought the committee itself, rath-



jtglililg^
hyer ^thah. someother bodyi/ought to , [Lane]to ft .<. I’ll arrange tor you1 to . . Horrock was more tight-lipped.“L. 
L>.^bfe5conducting. ‘the investigation of'* have? a press conference withlThe New don’t discuss how we- do storied- 
^Patterson’s?allegations. Finally Blakey York Times.’” ^he said - A^ .
/ demanded that all his “no comments” In bis statement, Patterson said he - ' ’ - .r ^ .eih
fc. . not-be attributed ?to hiih ^ was instructed to tell The Times that,; ■ ■ ahr

According to Patterson, Baetz also. Lane was "a queer” and to hand the- 
iw sent him to Georgia to see Jerry Ray ’ newspaper ri lot of other false infor-

and “to secure camples of Jerry Ray’s. mation. . - *
hair. A woman; named -Donna, who ... As Auble?understood it, New York .

-.traveled with me at the time, assisted . Times reporter Nicholas Horrock, the;
| ~in securing hat . . senior man in a Washington-based in-
p.7.^ Later; afterWatterson told Baetz of ' westigative/;te^ paper; sub- 
' an argumenti he had with ‘‘Donna,” “ “”‘4 ”"“

■ ? Patterson said A that the committee

Balky Witness 
Is Indicted

< ; 'A federalgrand- jury. here 
yesterday - indicted ; a -' Decatur,; 
Ga., man. on contempt of Con-.;
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. sequently called Patterson and ar­

ranged to send reporter Anthony
investigator “immediately visited Don- Marro to , St. Louis on. Monday for..

• what The Times evidently- thought 
would be an exclusive interview with :

. na and threatend to send her-and her
gress/'charges' for refusing to?'“? 
testify about an alleged-offer ?c ‘

‘' husband ,to a federal penitentiary if ------- ------ — -----
^ either of them ever told of bur secret .’-a committee source.
p undercover . work for HSCA”—the Instead,. Marro walked into the Hil- -
1 House Select Committee on Assassina- tori Inn near St. Louis’ Lambert Field, 
* tions. “Baetz also threatened to send _ was met by Patterson and a “friend” * 
//.my.i former wife Leslie to a federal . (Lane associate Doh Freed) .in the. 
p'penitentiary if she told the truth about lobby, and then was led to the two- ?
।; the secret operation.” ■ room isuite The Times had reserved
>p' The gamesmanship involving The - - 
- Times—which; Lane has claimed is a

of $75,000 to assassinateSthe ’ 
Rev. Martin Luther Kind Jr.

The indictment' 'charged' 
Claude Powell Jr. withuefus- 

: ing to testify before theHouse? 
Assassinations Committee on-'

Xi

recipient of inflammatory and mis­
leading committee leaks—came last 

J ' weekend. According to John Auble, a
reporter for KSD-TV in St. Louis who .
had been alerted to Jerry Ray last 

r. week, once Patterson startedcooperat- 
f ing with Lane, Lane suggested that

for Patterson. There The Times re­
porter found Lane and crews from
KSD-TV and KTVI-TV in St Louis 
whirring away.

“Mark says [to Marro]: “If. you’re 
a reporter, you’ll want the real truth. 
We can give you the real story’” 
Auble recalled yesterday. He said 
Marro turned on-his heels, got past

Patterson call -Baetz.- a slight bumping .match with Lane
- “So Patterson1calls Baetz and . says and Freed, declared “You’re not go- 

? something like‘Mark Lane’s found out ing to use me” and walked out
about us spying oh Jerry Ray and he’s Marro agreed yesterday that he’d 

j going to make a big deal out of it’ ” been “sandbagged.” Although he talk-
Auble recounted. Auble, who says he ed to Lane and the others later, he
heard the tapes Lane made of this and said, “I wasn’t going to take in a

i ensuing conversations, quoted Baetz news conference if I was more of an
as having replied: ‘“We’R beat him exhibit than a reporter.” ? ,

S?

Feb. 6 after being subpoenaed ^V 
for that date.

According to the indictment, 
the panel wanted to ask him 
about allegations that in 1967 ‘ 

\ or 1968 he and his brother, 
Leon Powell, “were asked in ^‘ 
Atlanta, . Ga., whether they ?’ 
might be interested in making -^ 
a large sum of money by kill- “f 
ing Martin* Luther King Jr.” ":

Persons connected -with the 
committee have refused to say -‘ 
whether they believe the offer1 
of money actually occurred, i/i 
but said the issu'e was whether 
any witness can be allowed to -H 
defy a committee subpoena. ..’




