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MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : S.D. Breckinridge
SUBJECT : Proposed Letters to Potential #gency
Witnesses

1. Action Requested: That you review the attached
draft letters to present and former Agency employees for
use in the near future.

2. Background: The question of preparing a notice
to former employees about their non-authorization to
testify on classified matters at public hearings had
been considered earlier. Attached are draft letters
prepared by the Office of the General Counsel.

3. My only problem with the letters is the last
sentence in the next to last paragraph in each of them.
I believe it desireable that the statement to the effect
that the Agency will intercede in behalf of the employee
be replaced by a statement that you or the Director,
personally, will intercede in their behalf if necessary.

4. Recommendation: That the attached letters be
reviewed for approval in the event that the decision is

‘taken to send them to potential witnesses. Your particu-

lar attention to the question of intercession, as noted

above, is requested.
S D. Brecklnrldg %i;hﬂkﬂ#’{um?
APPROVED:

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

Attachment

DISAPPROVED:

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence
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OLC/SDBreckinridge:hfs (18 -August 1978)

Distribution:
1 - DDCI w/att
- ER w/att
- Legislative Counsel w/att
- SA/DDCI w/att
- DDA w/att
DDO w/att
- General Counsel w/att
- DDS§T w/att
- OLC/Subj. w/att
- OLC/Chrono. w/o att
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PRESENT EMPLOYEE | .

Dear ,

This letter concerns your contact with the House Select
Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) and its staff members.
You, of course, have been contacted by representatives of
the Committee, in conjunction with its investigation Lnto
the deaths of President John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin

Luther King, Jr.

As part of.the Agency's effort to be fully responsive
to the Committee's investigation, you were authorized to
disclose classified information to Committee representatives.
This was possible because of arrangements worked out between
the Agency and the Committee whereby the Committee would
obtain this information in secure aurroundlngs and handle it
properly once it was acquired.

The Committee has now begun its scheduled public hearings
in conjunction with the investigation. These hearings are
expected to continue over the next several months. The
Ageucy, of course, has no way of knowing whether you will be
called to appear during these public hearings.

~ You are hereby advised that the Agency's agreement with
the Committee under which you have been authorized to dis-
close classified information to Committee representatives
does not extend to public circumstances. ' Consequently, you
are not authorized to disclose classified information during
any public hearing in which you may be called to appear.

If you are called to appear in these hearings, and if
you are asked a question which would require that you dis-
close .classified information, you are entitled to point out
this fact to the Committee and indicate that you are not
authorized to reveal classified information in public circum-
stances. You should also indicate to the Committee that you
are quite prepared to answer the question in an executive
session, and you may request that the Committee convene such
a session to hear your response.

If the Committee were to insist upon your testimony at
this point, you are entitled to request that the Committee
grant you an opportunity to confer with the Director of
Central Intelligence before answering the question."
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It is my opinion that the Committee would Lot continue

to insist in the face of these responses from you. However,

were it to do so, you are hereby directed not to reveal any
classified information during a public hearing conducted by
the Committee. You have my assurance that the Agency will
act promptly to intercede in support of your position, in

the event the Committee were to continue to demand ClaSSlfled
testimony of you in a public session.

If you are notified that you are to appear before_ the
Committee in these public hearings, you are to inform The
Agency of this fact promptly. Please do so by making that
information available to your immediate supervisor. If you
have questions concerning this letter, please make that fact
known to your supervisor and arrangements will be made fox
answering your questions.

Yours truly,
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Dear ) ’

The Agency's records indicate that you have been con-
tacted by representatives of the House Select Committee on
Assassinations (HSCA) in conjunction with the Committee's
investigation into the deaths of President John F. Kennedy
and the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

As part of the Agency's effort to be fully responsive
to the Committee's. investigation, you were authorized to
disclose classified information to Commititee representatives.
This was possible because of arrangements worked out between
the Agency and the Committee whereby the Committee would .
obtain this information in secure surroundlngs and handle it
'properly once it wvas acqulred. : :

The Commlttee has now begun its scheduled public hear-
ings in conjunction with the investigation. These hearings
are expected to continue over the next several months. The -
Agency, of course, has no way of knowing whether you will be
called to appear.during these public hearings.

You are hereby advised that the Agency's agreement with
the Committee under which you 'have been authorized to dis-
.close classified information to-Committee representatives

? does not extend to. public circumstances. Consequently, you
are not authorized to disclose classified information during
any public hearing in which you may be called to appear.

If you are called to appear in these hearings, and if
you are asked a question which would require that you dis-
close classified information, you are entitled to point out
this fact to the Committee and indicate that you are not
authorized to reveal classified information in public circum-
stances. You should also indicate to the Committee that you
are quite prepared to answer the question in an executive
session, and you may request that the Committee convene such
a session to hear your response.

If. the Committee were to insist upon your testimony at
this point, you are entitled to request that the Committee
grant you an opportunity to confer with the Director of
Central Intelligence before answering the question. ‘
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. It is my opinion that the Committee would not continue.
to insist in the face of these responses from you. However,
were it to do so, you are hereby reminded that you are not
authorized to make public disclosure of classified informa-
tion in these or any other public circumstances. You have
my assurance that this Agency will intercede in support of
your position in the event the Committee were to continue to
demand classified testimony of you in a public session.

Of course, the Agency's ability to support your pesition,
if that were to become necessary, depends upon our being
aware that you are being called to testify. Therefore, if
-you are notified that you are to appear before the Committee
in these public hearings, please notify the Agency of this

. fact promptly. You may do so by making a collect telephone
call to the Agency's security duty officer, who can be
reached at (703) 351-6161 at any time, day or night. If you
have any questions concerning this lettexr, please indicate
that fact to the duty officer, who will arrange for an
appropriate Agency officer to return your call. .

Yours truly,

N






