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pickup crier for Eric Starve 
Gak, a BlrciiLin:, Ala., white 
man, as the widcseale investiga­
tion of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., entered 
its'seeond week.

The bulletin disir: outed on the 
statewide police teletype net­
work in Florina last night said 
Gali was driving a while Mus­
tang. Witnesses in Memphis told 
investigators earlier they saw a 
man in a white Mustang drive 
away; from the rooming house 
from which King was shot April 
t. . s

At - about the same time the 
pic’kup crier was sent in Flori­
da, federal agents in Atlanta im­
pounded a white Mustang that 
had been parked since last Fri­
day at a public housing project 
near' the Georgia state capitol.

' Labeled a Mistake
The message, withdrawn with 

the- explanation that it was re­
leased* by mistake, described 
Gait as a white male, SC years 
old, about 5-foot-ll and 175 
pounds with blue eyes and 
brown hair.

This roughly matched the de­
scription circulated by federal 
'authorities the night of King’s 
slaying. ■

The Florida teletype message 
said Galt was last seen driving a 
white ISuS Mustang Hardtop, Al­
abama license 1-32933. Birming­
ham police said this teg had 
been issued to Eric S. Galt, 2C0C 
Highland Ave., Birmingham.

- ■ Stickers in Spanish
In Atlanta, the residents who 

first told police about the aban­
doned white Mustang said the 
car bore the same Alabama li­
cense as given cut by the FBI 
and bore two stickers which said 
“Tourista.” Earlier reports indi­
cated the investigation had 
spread to Mexico.

A Birmingham newspaper, the 
Post-Herald, said residents of 
the; rooming house confirmed 
they had been cucstioncd by the 
FBI. It added the residents re­
ported they had not seen Galt 
for- about three months and 
could not recall what type car he 
owned. '• .
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ATLANTA, April 12 — FBI are working around the clock
agents investigating the sni- pursuing every lead.”'
per-slaying of the Rev. Dr. UPI reporters checking
Martin Luther King Jr. havelwith 
been on the trail of LicjLooiie 
Starve Galt, listed as an un-]2gents.
employed merchant 
for nearly a week,

laritime officials in 
learned today that 
in addition to ques-

.ner,;L,c: ersons :he Bir-

(

Press Internatior 
today.

Galt’s name f 
the public last n

>1 reported ja^o nraoe 
। docks long

arcing house, had 
a- check of the 
before the Mus-

eached! :g was found.
ion Giaccls Cheeked

white Mustang auto, registered ’. A spp^esman at the Sea- 
. , . , uarers International Union into him ana resemaeng one .° Moone said agents had visited 
that reportedly sped from the!The union offices two days 
King assassination scene, wasNgo and had gone through au-
found parked in an Atlanta ;om^ted files, without success, 
apartment complex. *G ltry R“ ^° ^^ a ^^ °n

No warrant has been issued
for Galt’s arrest, but it wasL, “c,e1s.. ^ National 
learned that the FBI in Miami M*r“-rne Cmon of America in 
had issued—and then for un­
explained reasons had with-

Mobile said agents had made 
a similar check there, and the

drawn—a ‘‘locate a:
■bulletin on Galt yesterday.

_ . Star -isilin? Company, one ofy the largest^firms of its kind

Alabama Registry
The Mustang registered to 

Galt carried Alabama license 
number 1-38993. A check with 
Alabama authorities estab­
lished Galt’s address as a 
rooming house at 26GS High­
land ave. in Birmingham, but 
residents, while recalling Galt, 
said they had not seen him 
since November.

In obtaining his driver’s li­
cense in 1967, Galt listed his 
occupation as an unemployed 
merchant mariner.

The FBI replied with a 
blanket “no comment” to all 
questions concerning the King 
investigation, but persons at 
the Birmingham rooming 
house said agents were asking 
“plenty” of questions about 
Galt last week.

This was four or five days 
before the Mustang was lo­
cated in A\lanta.

in the area, said it also had
been visited by agents.

Agents also checked out 
Coast Guard files in Washing­
ton during the day without 
finding any trace of Galt

This raised speculation, 
which again officials refused 
to confirm or deny, that some­
one, as early, as last Septem- 
|ber, set about to establish cre- 
jdentials for a fictitious Eric 
Starvo Galt

Alabama officials said that 
at the time he applied for his 

;Alabama license, at the age 
I of 36, he claimed to have had 
I a Louisiana license since 1962, 
■but there is no record that he 
ever turned it in.
Obtains Tags
..The name of Galt was 
further validated when license 
tags for the Mustang were 
[obtained under that name on 
Oct. 2, 1957, in Jefferson Coun­
ty, Ala.

■• The only official announce- 
jments in the King case have 

. come from Attorney General
Ramsey Clark.

Clark said in Washington 
today that “physical evidence 
is very substantial” in the in­
vestigation.

“While it remains impos­
sible to predict when the kill­
er will be arrested. I remain 
hopeful that it will be soon,” 
Clark said in a seven-line 
statement “The FBI is devot­
ing every possible resource to 
this investigation. Agents

Residents of the Atlanta 
apartment complex where the 
car was found remember the 
driver as a neatly-dressed man 
who calmly got out of the car, 
locked it and walked away.

This description roughly 
tallied with one given by oc­
cupants of a rooming house 
in Memphis, where the assas- - 
sin stood in a communal bath , 
and fired the shot that killed ; 
Dr. King. The assassin is be- ’ 
lieved to have checked into i 
the rooming house under the 
name of “John Willard.”

) 87 A©
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Artist’s sketch of sus- , 
( petted slayer. At left is 

1 the Birmingham room­
ing house that is the last 
known address of Eric 
S. Galt whom police 
linked to a wliite Mus- . 
tang in Atlanta. At

• right Is where the car 
was found.
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• pursuing every 
I search for Dr.

v?) — FBI; King was shot and killed by a 
rered “very. sniper April 4 as he stood out- 
al evidence1 side his motel room here. j 
;nd the clock' .At the Memphis rooming!

। King Jr.’s assassin, says 
I Gen. Ramsey Clark.
I “The FBI is devoting 
: possioje resource to this t

t” in tne, nous 
tin Luther1 was* 

-y-fsaid
■fed, Charles Q. Stevens
>1 agents had shown him

, two composite drawings of the 
: suspected slayer — one a partial

Clark said last night.' profile and the other a full face 
;e it remains impossi-1 view.

ble to predict when the killer 
will be arrested, I remain hope­
ful that it will be soon.”

Gne View Identified

Stevens said he could identify 
I the partial view, but not the full 
| face view. - He. said he saw the 
I gunman flee after hearing a shot

A Justice Department spokes-.fired from a communal bath-'- 
^^ s^tenient issued in: -oom next a00r j0 ^ room. The !< 

^sshm^on was in response to» . . , „ ,
newsmen’s queries. ^batnroom wmcow ai.ords a

I clear view of the motel balcony 
■ where King was standing when

t 
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। And at a rooming house in) 
• Birmingham, residents said FBli 
' agents had questioned them : 
! about an Eric Starvo Galt, a • 
j white man named in an FBI 
bulletin issued, then withdrawn, 
in Florida Thursday night.

White Auto Seen
The message sent over the 

state police teletypewriter net­
work in Florida asked help in 
locating, Galt. It said Galt was!

'driving a white Mustang.
Witnesses in Memphis told in­

vestigators earlier they saw a 
man in a white Mustang drive 
away from the rooming house.

Records in Alabama show that 
a man named Galt bought a 196f 
Mustang in August, 1967. Othei 
documents disclosed Galt listec

hite 
•ith- 
man his -----r------ — ----------
de-| seaman, unemployed,” when he 

.t of! applied for a driver’s license u 
tion; Birmingham last September, 
ust I giving the Birmingham rooming 

! house as his address.

occupation as “merchaw
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By JEREMIAH O LEARY 
Sir Staff Writer

“The man who killed King is either 
the world’s luckiest amateur or part of 
a fantastically clever conspiracy,” said 
one weary investigator yesterday as the 
massive hunt for the slayer of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. continued.

Eleven days after the civil rights 
leader was slain by a sniper in Mem­
phis, Tenn., the . Federal Bureau of 
Investigation finds itself in the dilemma 
of possessing a lot of physical evidence 
but nothing that points to the true iden­
tity or whereabouts of the assassin.

From information publicly disclosed 
and from non-FBI sources, this much 
can be reported about the evidence in 
hand, the man being sought and how he 
prepared for and committed the crime: 
o The FBI has three names for the 
fugitive and all of them are considered 
to be pseudonyms.
• They have latent fingerprints taken 
from the Remington Gamema.ster 30.06 
pump rifle believed to have been the 
assassination weapon, and from the tel­
escopic sight attached to the gun.
• They have a 1956 white Mustang be­

lieved used as the getaway car.
a They have half a dozen or more peo­
ple who saw the suspected slaver both 
before and after the fatal shooting at 
6:01 p.m. April 4.
• But they do not now know who the 
gunman really is, where he is, whether 
he was w orking alone or as part of a 
conspiracy.

About the Car . . .
Authorities have pieced together this 

much information about the car they 
have connected with the case:

On August 30, 1967 William D. Paisley 
of Birmingham, Ala., sold a 1966 white 
Mustang to a man who gave his name 
as Eric Starvo Galt. On Sept. 6,1967, 
“Galt” applied for a Birmingham driv­
er’s license under that name and No. 
2398947 was mailed to him. On March 1, 
1968, Galt requested a duplicate and one 
was mailed to him at a Birmingham 
rooming house.

Galt had listed, his occupation as un­
employed merchant seaman and gave a 
rooming house address, 2608 Highland 
Ave., Birmingham. It is a place for 
transients and Galt did not live there 
more than six months. He apparently 
was last a resident in November.

The car and the name Galt became 
significant when Mrs. Ernest Payne, of 
Atlanta, Ga., looked out her window 
between 7 and 9 a.m. Friday, April 5,. 
and saw a man drive the Mustang into a 
parking lot at Capitol Homes, a low-rent 
housing project near the State Capitol., 
The car Ct the description of one of two 
white Mustangs which had been parked 
in the 400 block of South Main Street, 
Memphis, around the corner from the 
mctel where King was killed. . I

Mexico Tourist Stickers
The car evidently 'was abandoned at 

tlie Atlanta spot. It'was not until April 
11 that it was brought to the attention of 
the FBL It bore the red-and-white Ala­
bama license No. 1-38903 traceable to 
the man who gave his name as Galt. .

There was mud and cigaret stubs on

the floor and two Mexican tourist 
stickers on the windows. The FBI can 
link the car with the events in Memphis 
but refuses to say how.

The name Galt is now believed to be 
an alias. .An exhaustive check of almost 
every conceivable form of record in the 
United States has led to a dead end. No 
Eric Starvo Galt is listed by police 
departments, unions, credit or banking 
institutions or on other records.

But, according to Mrs. Payne's de­
scription, "Galt” resembles the man 
being sought for the slaying of King: 
dark-haired, dark, neat clothes, point­
ed nose. The Alabama license records 
for Galt are considered not inconsistent. 
The application described him as 5 feet 
11, 175 pounds, with blue eyes and 
brown hair. ■ ■ '

Both descriptions are considered 
close to those given by persons who 
saw the suspect fleeing from the Mem­
phis flophouse from which the fatal 
shot was fired. The general descrip­
tion given by Memphis witnesses is 
5 feet 8 to 5 feet 11, 26 to 32 years of 
age, neat dark clothing.

About The Gun ...
The Remington rifle believed to have 

been the murder weapon was traced by 
its. serial number to a Birmingham, 
Ala. sporting goods store. The weapon 
was acquired from the shop on March 
30 by a man who could have been 
either five suspect or an accomplice. •

The man got the Remington by trad­
ing another gun for it. The FBI has 
not disclosed his identity, but it can 
find no trace of anyone with a name 
like that given to the Birmingham 
shop. The acquisition has, however, 
given the FBI another consistent des­
cription and another handwriting spe­
cimen. - “ .

The next event linking King’s death to 
the mystery man occurred April 4, a 
few hours after King’s well-publicized 
arrival at the Lorraine Motel for a' 
planning session in connection with a 
march of striking sanitation workers. 
King checked into a second-floor balco­
ny room. No. 306, at the Lorraine in 
the morning. ■ .

At 3:15 p.m. that same day,'a man 
who gave his name as John Willard 
checked into a nameless flophouse in 
Memphis’ 400 block of South Main. Bes­
sie Brewer, the proprietor, took him 
upstairs, showed him a SlO-a-week room 
on one side of the building. She said he 
turned down No. 8, which has a kit­
chenette, remarking: “I only want a 
sleepingroom.”-, -■ •....:

Room No. 5 Chosen' ’’
Then she showed him Rooms 4, 5 and ' 

6 on the other side facing the Lorraine 
McteL The man known as Willard took 
Room 5 and paid the weekly $8.50 rent 
in advance with a $20 bill. Mrs. Brewer 
recalls that he had a sharp nose, dark 
hair, a "silly” smile and a neat appear­
ance—unusual for her rundown estab­
lishment " !

So far as investigarors have been 
t able to determine, "John Willard” is 
1 another false name. . ” • •

"Willard” bad no luggage and was

carrying nothing when he rented the i 
room. The presumption is that during 
the next hours he went outside and got 
some things from the Mustang parked 
on Main Street Six blocks away, 
sources report, he bought a pair of 
binoculars from a place called York's
.Arms. |

In the half hour before King was shot, I 
"Willard” got up from his bed and j 
locked himself in a communal bathroom I 
which has a window facing the balcony I 
of the Lorraine. Willie Anchutz, who I 
lived in the flophouse, tried to get in I 
but his knock was not answered. • »

According to Memphis Police Direc- i 
tor Frank C. Hollomon, a former FBI j
agent, the distance from the bathroom I
window to King's balcony is 205 feet 3 I
inches. The angle of fire toward King /
was 30 degrees to the right and slightly 9
down, an easy shot with a telescopic I 
nfle. ■ .1

King emerged three times just before I
6 p.m. The third time, he mentioned to ■ 
the Rev. Samuel Kyles that he was tired I 
of restaurants and wanted some “soul I 
food.” Kyles invited him home to dinner f 
end King said he would like that. King f 
leaned on the balcony rail, talking to his f 
driver, Solomon Jones, on the ground f 
below. Jones told King it was cold and! 
suggested he wear a top coat I 
' King replied, "Okay, I will.” J
Those were his last words. Standing 

in the bathtub of Bessie Brewerjs flop! 
bouse, the killer took aim across a juntf ' 
pile on a vacant lot, over a rowV 
scrubby trees on an embankma 
squinted through the telescopic sip. 
and fired. \

Soft-Nosed Bullet Used ■ y \
King was struck In the lower light \ 

jaw by a soft-nosed bullet which ’ 
coursed through his neck, hit his spine 
and came to rest in his shoulder. He 
fell to the balcony deck, unconscious 
and bleeding profusely, and was dead 
on arrival at the hospitaL ’ .

Willie Anchutz heard the shot and 
looked out his door. He saw a man rush 
past him in the hall carrying a blue 
handbag and a long object wrapped in a 
sheet. Anchutz did not get a good look 
at the man presumed to be the gunman 
but remarked, "That sounded like a 
shot” The man replied, “Yes,. It was.”

The fugitive ran out the opposite en­
trance of the flophouse, ducked into the 
doorway of the Canipe Amusement Co.- 
at 424 South Main, and dropped the rifle 
and the bag there. The proprietor, Guy 
Canipe, saw him abandon the gun and 
bag, but did not go outside. Other wit- • 
nesses said the suspect climbed calmly 4 
into the white Mustang a few feet be- 7 
yond and drove away, .. \ J

It is an easy 8- to 16-hour drive from / 
Memphis to Atlanta, a time element j 
which fits with Mrs. Payne’s observa- j 
tion of the man parking the Mustang . 
owned by Galt in the Atlanta housing s 
project ' " i

Within a few hours, the fata] bullet '• 
was extracted from King’s body and '■ 
sent to the FBI crime laboratory here, ’ 
along with the rifle and the bag with alb j 
its contents. The FBI has refused to say' 1 
what was found in the bag or what its । 
laboratory examinations showed. ^ ' , ■ i
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By Gaylord Shaw ’ ” -"uses to. say why it 

MBHIS, April 13 (AP)- ^^ 
.he assas-j 

the Rev. Dr. Mar-j^S^t s...--on T_ 4-„o i;„»e'phis omice, wore a
u.. . ... 'smite as re raced rephave ourr.ea a^ r..oni, nient| — 

;^h- ,-n a corner suite:. 1
■---- 1_ . . ‘-h v. -n-r.- «; ■vn-./he rt-peateu to ah cuestrc

in the 10 days since Jensen, 5: 
marge of

is looking! Jensen wouldn’t even say. 
I how many agents have been1

uve-
1 into Memphis. But in

inute period late one
•ep or tens ied 15

on the eighth floor oi .Mem­
phis’ new Federal building.

There, in offices overlooking

agents hurry in or out of the 
( See SEARCH, A5, Col. 1

O'

ce, muddy Mississippi 
dozens of FBI agents 
methodically sifted 
i what is described as

I

er.ce.
Exactly what

this evidence is officially un- 
Imown, but sources report 
some of the major items are 
palm and finger prints, an ov­
ernight bag believed -to con­
tain clothing and a. high-pow­
ered rifle with a t elescopic 
sight

In addition, a white Mus­
tang similar to' one that re- 
portedly sped from the assssi-

•to the Invest:

.ation scene
1 in A

has been im-
anta. It

been linked to an Eric Starve 
Galt, described as an unem­
ployed merchant seaman who 
lived in Birmingham until 
three months ago. The FBI re-

ite tnrougn 
ie door.

. ( around the
“working 
pursuing

ave interviewed
nun-areas of persons in Mem­
phis, Birmingham, Atlanta and

sewhere. They 
over the records 
mg houses and 
gun shop in

or two room- 
at least on

: every lead.”
I This could mean -that inves­
tigators are re-examining the', 
(possibility .that more than one) 
(person was involved in -the as­
sassination.

They seemed puzzled about 
conflicting reports on the

n m |number of getaway cars in- 
, a, ' voiced and about police radio' 

i-.ey have poured through co- transmissions detailing a*
cuments i: 
governmcn 
the South.

state and local ‘high-speed chase—which a 
offices throughout (pa*entiy never took place-

(Washington
-Writer - Paul

Bost 1 
Valentine

■ through northeast Memphis 30| 
'minutes after a sniper killed! 

StaffjDr. King with a single rifle]
re-

ported from Atlanta that more 
than 100 FBI agents are work­
ing on the case in that city 
alone.)

It seems that everywhere re­
porters go, the FBI already 
has instructed them io say 
nothing. . '

shot. . I
One member of Congress • 

has cirticized the FBI’s probe.
Noting what he called dis­

crepancies throughout the1 
investigation, Rep. Charles W. 
Whelan Jr., (R-Ohio), said the 
FBI should "set the record 
straight."

“The handling of the investi­
gation and the efforts to ap-

-Vr“5 the s,treet fro-m Reprehend the guilty person or| 
°?.)ce’ spokesmen icr thelpe.sons bardly bad been reas- 

Mempnts ponce insist them ae-' ing t0 a tcnse and troubled. 
partment still is working I\atjon ” Whelan said in Wash-1 
closely with Federal agents.1
But from all indication, the 
FBI ihas taken over the inves­
tigation completely.

The FBI has maintained si-

ington. j
But a Justice Department; 

12 days to make an arrest in1 
the 1363 slaying of civil rights;

, „ . ,.eader Medgar Evers in Missis-' lence on all aspects of tne s=ppi and ^^ than five'; 
„ , „ Attorney montbs to make arrests in the 
General Ramsey Ciark issued ]gg4 murders of three civil
investigation, but

a new statement in Washing­
ton last night that dropped his I 
earlier reference to “one man 
on the run.”

Sixteen hours after Dr. King 
was slain April 4, Clark said 
evidence “indicates a single 
individual” was involved. 
“There is no evidence of a. 
widespread plot/' he said. • •

In the seven-line statement 
last night, Clark said the FBI 
was devoting all its resources

rights workers in the same
state.
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read two publics
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' The first is the February lf«6£ 
. edition of Political Affairs, th: 
: theoretical journal of the Com- 
’ munist Party, USA, which was 
: published or.c month before the 
. Pnes’dcr.t’F Advisory Commission 
J on Cvil Disorders mnd^ their 
, report.
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tic objective ’ cf th’s unity'
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R-n-ea's look. “Communism and 
Gc<r.cne: of the West,” written 
an 1?1S, or 35 J vans ago. Bl<»?

oar cities. From such posidons of 
strength they can, in alliance 
with other minorities arid pro 
gresslye sections of the whiid

Ie for 1h>e masses, and which

come to recognize the hiureh- , 
lion of thrtc crises: Th^ ghetto 
our 'cities, and tt-.c war in Vici- .
ram. ■

"An irrwistibk' force can be . 
brought into bring by uniting th ■ 
mass of Americans to fight for

tie, ■p rivals zq.
( Arxi one of the jamt spiritual ■' for unpreezdynted new levels of

the magnlbuac of the 
gating up America’s 
today .vd to see where 
;t whirlwinds cd history. black control of black commun-

W5«
L-.rcmtion, the specal issue of 
-Political Affairs Ina’s down the 
Ocv.murist party's line for 1££S. 
callin’ for flic crealkn of a new

responsibility to provide b:iliw.i' 
for the reconstruction • and re- ■ 
.hibl’ita&a of. fix? black «mp.|i, 
munities, placing them on a par , 
with the rest of the nation. - J

Io be built on the some type of 
olbbil ejikuOn vtadi Senator

teday, black communities should ; 
be united h commemoratin’ our ■

•W. E. B. DuBois fan admitted 
■ Communist) and former New

, assassination
bekm? the latter's' York City Councilman Benjamin 
in Memphis last . “.1. Davis ...

“But even wlih all tf-.cse

the black community. . .”
“Whether the rigirt to violence , 

.should’ 'be exercised is deter- . 
'mined by time, place and cir- .i 
cumstances and by a sober esb ' 
mate of tit, concrete situation I

. . It is toward the develop- * 
ment o' this irresistible force .1 
that black and (White progres- ’ 
slvcs. especially rcvmlufionarls, . 
should bend their efforts. Thal ’ 
requires the speedy coding otp
the war in Vietnam.

moment.' 
els sin?!

House.
In a chapter titled. “The Ry ' 

utslignlcrs of Vio'cnre,' 'the p” 
ty's hate-tiled public at io 
charges:

"They (not cxp'ainod) point "

lenoe that has erupted in c

rhe Wnlte House and in foe h:
of Co: ess.

"The task ahead-is: how
•make

'To adreve! such unity in ■ 
slmzgk, 1* is I incumbent upon ' 
white progressive-? and revolu­
tionaries to con<luct a cars'st er. I ’
and courageous ! rgawl 

communi-
tics, shops, off car and schools.

"The strugete1 . . .faces no!

' prcxwt .'ctcation J have to be • 
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radical liberals from the present ;
1 Democrat and Republican par- : 
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truly free and cquaL This will I 
require a new sj’Stcm which r,ot j 
only restricts monopoly but does | 
away with capitalism as such.” |

to ou

moat effective use c' 
sition gained, bow I'- 
utmost skill in rallying 
ruggl, and in isola'iny

House, and all .mlifhnwiraists).
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in & series of articles published 
in their official jcum.il in Febru­
ary. the new party is to be built 

.•upon the radical crisis nene «xi-

' aq advance copy of the report 
prepared by the President's 
.Commission on Civil Disorders, 
i their own journal fspy.trh; a 
'month befonr the innmi-sicnb
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Ifdden agents arc
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, cause of the present big city ;

on
Tais central problem,-and the

It
<i winning greater number if '• 
white Americans to th,, struggle '. 
for. Negro freedom, the task of

of this stride '.
-white, unity. Ub
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More and more the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. be­
gins to resemble a well-planned, 
coldly-executed plot which had its 
inception months ago. What is 
more, the way in which it was 
carried out lends credibility to the 
theory that it was a Conspiracy. ' 

This is written with some reser­
vations. The conspiracy theory does 
not usually attract us about an 
event of this nature. We are no­
tably Unmoved by the critics of the 
Warren Report on the Kennedy as­
sassination, who seem to believe 
that not only was mote than ohe 
man involved, blit that the conspir­
acy they envision included every-, 
one from Communists to. the!

♦ ♦ ♦

BUT AS the piec&S Of the pUz^ 
zle of Dr. King’s murder fall into 
place—and as others refuse to do 
so—evidence begins to ■ weigh 
heavily in favor of a conspiracy 
theory. At the very ledst, it how- 
seems evident that this WHS riot ah 
impetuous act by a badly derang­
ed man, but the result of a long- 
range plan.

There is, for instance, the iden­
tity of “Eric Starvo Galt.’’ He 
doesn’t exist, apparently, and yet 
he began to exist aS a person 
ardlind the thiddle of last yeah 

,He established an identity, then 
carefully used it in building a 
trail which has hd investigators 
nowhere.

There was also the matter of 
•the rifle sb opfenly dropped near 
the flop house from which the 

’death blow was struck. To oUf 
knowledge, ho official has yet said 
it was the weapon1 which fired the 
fatal shot. -. . X ' '

Then there was. the fictitious , 
chaSb of ' a 'White MuStdrig ' by:’

Memphis police car “160.” There Is 
a car 160, but it did not chase a 
Mustang the night of Dr. King’s' 
death. The radio reports Which; 
seemed td be coming from that car ■ 
Were, again apparently, another: 
plant to draw police off the real, 
scent.

* * ♦ - ■

THE LINE must be draWh in: 
this kind of speculation, btil it is f 
obvidus to us that only extremists; 
of the far right ot left wuld nniicl-? 
pate immediate benefit ... .. ' ’"i-. 
ing Dr. King. The left, by which 

' we hiean agents of China, Cuba or,’ 
. possibly, Moscow, were bound to; 

know that Dr. King’s death would; 
be the signal for rioting and pocket- . 
insurrections in every major Amer-, 
lean. city. They could reason, with 
good basis, that the disturbancesj ' 
would badly weaken our society’S: 
fabric, making us even less capable. ' 
of dealing with dur obligations, 
abroad and further polarizing the; ■ 
races at home, _ i .

The far right could also benefit,^ 
again assuming angry reaction in; . 
the Negro community. What the! 
far right Would hope to gain would: 
be a kind of semi-mllitary takeover ;. 
Of this nation irl the fietrie 6f JaW- 
ahd bhdCr — which agalh is hot Sd? 
far-fetched a possibility that it can', 
be aUlomati'caliy discounted £Veh’ . 
now. 1 /

Having said this, it is necessary-' 
to restate the Qualification that thej 
first assumption — of a lone killer? .■ 
acting out his o'wh psychosis — 1C-- ' 
mains the most probable With? 
every day which passes without Sri’ 
ehfest, However, this assumption is 
drastically Weakened. We are left- 
with ’‘Erie StraVo Galt,” a man • 
who plotted long arid hard and/ , 
who is still at lafge. It srhells of 
fafgahliidtiori and conspiracy, and,-.' 
thi khiell grows itrongen -:;, " ^ ■



Khr’s flavor Remains a ^[\story ^ . ,,
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Phony Name Stalls Search
ATLANTA, April 15 (DPI) 

—Indications mounted today 
that the most wanted man 
in the Nation, Eric Starvo 

;' Galt, never actually existed 
; but was carefully contrived 

months before the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
as sassir.ated.

Authorities pressed their 
search—without a warrant 
—for the man. But they in­
dicated they feared Galt 
may be a blind set up to 
hamper the search for the 
killer, or killers, of Dr. King.

It was learned that inves­
tigators have been unable to 
trace his existence beyond 
last summer.

The man who called him­
self Galt punchased'a car in 
Birmingham, Ala., on Aug. 
30. He applied for an Ala­
bama driver’s license a week 
later, at which time he gave 
his occupation as an unem­
ployed merchant marine sea­
man. But none of the mer­
chant seamen’s unions have

any record of him, and it is 
impossible to work on a 
ship, officials say, without a 
union card.

Galt's trail grows cold in 
Atlanta, where his car — a 
white Mustang similar to 
one believed to have been 
used by the sniper in fleeing 
Memphis—was found aban­
doned April 5, the morning 
after Dr. King was slain. .

In Birmingham, mean­
while, rooming house man­
ager Peter Nicholas Cherpes 
said he had identified for 
FBI agents a sketch of a 
man known to him as Galt 
Cherpes, 72, told the Bir­
mingham News in a copy­
righted interview that the 
sketch ‘looked exactly like” 
Galt.

"He was above the aver­
age roomer in dress, talk 
and appearance,” Cherpes 
said. "He always wore 
sporty clothes and a tie. He 
was always pleasant and I

never knew of him drink- i 
ing.” • ;

Cherpes said Galt "didn't 
say much about his family 
affairs, only that he was di­
vorced. He only talked 
about the weather, never 
about politics or racial trou­
bles.

He said Galt stayed at his 
rooming house at 2608 High­
land ave. from Aug. 26 to 
Oct. 7 last year.

He said that during Sep­
tember, Galt received a pre­
paid package in the mail 
from Chicago. He said it 
weighed 20 to 25 pounds, 
was about two feet long and 
one foot wide. The next day,-. 
Cherpes said, Galt told him 
it was the wrong merchan­
dise and he planned to send 
it back.

(The .30-06 Remington 
hunting rifle, found near 
the murder scene and be­
lieved to be the death

See SEARCH, A6, CoL 7 '
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weapon was sold in Birming­
ham, according to the manu-. 
facturer’s serial number rec­
ords.) ■ - = ' ■ -

In October, Cherpes said, 
Galt told him he was leav­
ing for Mobile, Ala., to seek, 
a job. Galt said he expected; ‘ 
a letter from Chicago and

his car downtown for him to . 
take a driver’s test,” 
Cherpes said.
. "He was a new man to Al­
abama and to Birmingham - 
and also a customer,” ‘ 
Cherpes' continued, "and I • 
wanted to help him on that f 
basis. If he had asked for ■
my. ' recommendation, I 
would have -investigated 

asked Cherpes to hold it for more closely.” . J ■; | -
him. .. . - - -

In February 'or March, 
Cherpes said, the letter 
came from Chicago. He said 
the envelope was thin and 
green, with a Chicago post 
mark.. -

"I.was puzzled for a while 
where to mail ti,” Cherpes 
said. “I didn’t have an ad­
dress (for Galt). So I held 
the letter for a week, and 
returned.it.” - . .

Cherpes said it appeared 
to him the letter contained 
a check. ' ' • '.

. ..When, he received the let­
ter, Cherpes said, he went to 
his Cie. to look for Galt’s, 
registration card and found 
iL Hut when FBI agents^ 
came, to him last, week, 
'Cherpes said it was missing.

Cherpes earlier, denied 
knowing Galt He said this

Cherpes said that wnen *, 
Galt arrived at the rooming ?■ 
house, he told , him his :last ■ ’ 
job was in the shipyards' at h 
Pascagoula, Miss. However, ;•; 
Ingalls Shipbuilding Co. at ’.; 
Pascagoula said it had never *’ 
hired a man by that name.", ’.

Galt told Cherpes he was f- 
taking a "long vacation” and 5 
expected to • stay' at the W’ 
rooming house three or four i 
months. But he only stayed ■ 
six weeks, Cherpes said. )

The only official mention 
of Galt in connection with ^ 
the King investigation -was ■• 
in an FBI "locale and no-' ' ‘ 
tify” bulletin Issued, and j 
then withdrawn, In Florida."’ll 
It said he was 37, 5-foot-ll, * 
175 pounds, blue eyes and Ml 
brown hair. It said his name-J 

’ was Eric Starvo Galt. It has .< 
been ‘ speculated, however, ■ /
that this is a misspelling, 

was because, the _FBI has ^4 tfeat the name is proba- 
asked him not to say any- -- - - -
thing about the man. But he 
said the FBI had no author­
ity to stop him. His rooming 
house was bolted and he re- • 
fused to admit anyone this 
afternoon.
, He said Galt was a natty 
dresser who always paid his 
$27 a week room and poard 
in cash, on time. * j

"When he’ was 'here, ’bn 
the third or fourth day, he . • 4 „ :f T .. . .’4 f

bly Stavro." •
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