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- ‘warden’s office and inlerrupted

- Eric Starvo Galt, described as

. 33id. Ray was not a trouble-

“'a 36-year-old
. dresser and axid dancer, 2s a
< conspirator in the assassinztion

:‘ April 4 of Dr. King in Memphis,
., Tenn. . .

9" New =pa’>ers with pictures
cnd sketches of Galt circulated
be‘x.nd the gray walls of the
o‘ld penitentiary on the Mis-

'__s;mn River, but no word of

« recognition was heard along

<.lhe prison grapevine.

¢: .On Friday, the F.B.I said
Galt was Ray, a 40-year-old
habitual criminal who escaped
from the penitentiary here

- April 23, 1967, after having

served seven years of a 20-

. year sentence for armed rob-
berv. - :

. arden Harold R..-Swenson

. <ald in an interview last night

. that the F.B.L had not notified
" officials here before the an-
nouncement, Nor, he added, has
any representative of the agen-
cy conme to Jefierson Clty -to
look at Ray’s record or inter-
view prisoners who knew him.

‘Doesn’t Shape Up’

“I was ﬂoored," the white-
haired warden said. “This guy’s
penny-ante, It doesn't shape up,
does it?”

Thumbing throvgh Rays’ rec-
ords, noting that his work re-{.
ports in food service here were
“pretty good,” Mr. Swenson,
who has been in prison work
nearly 30 years, mostly in the
Federal system, shook his head.
““He’s innocuous,” ‘be . said.
“Pennyante,” :

Noting that the ‘pictures of
Galt had meant nothing to the
staff and that there had been
no reaction from the inmates,{
the warden added: “If there’s
anvone who'd talk, it's the pris-
oners. Once 2 "U) 3 gone they'll

. talk.”

An aide suoPed

T “loner,” a neatj

e mam mm- b e ———

m!o 1he

“We've got 2,000 “prisoners
in here,” he <a)d, “and none of
them recognized him.”- :

—
s

mezker in prison. His file
showed only two minir dis-
ciplinary reports—one for try-
ing to smuggle cigareites and
other contraband to a hespital-
jzed prisoner and another for
refusing to work. That is a
hihly unusual record, Mr. Swen-
son explained. j
© "He wasn't a big dnaler » {het
warden went on. “We knowl
thase people. I've got 125 pic-
tures here—he wasn't in that
croup I was <hocked It didn’t

m--\e any sznse to me.’ o

Prisoner Nervous 3

““Another prison official, who,
2sked not to be identified, came.
into the warden’s second-floor
o/fice. .

*This would seem foreign to
ihe nature of the man up to
{kis point,” the official said.

+ Although it is against his pol-
icy, Warden Swenson agreed;
because of national interest in
the case, to allow an inter-

_view with the prisoner who
Lad been ciosest to Ray, who
was known as a close-mouthed
loner without real friends or
enemies. A condiiion of the in-
ferview was that the” inmate
v~ouxd not be identified.

The prisoner, the work shirt
of his faded green uniform open
over a stained white T-shirt,
entered the warden’s office hes-
itantly. The other prisoners
were wondering, he explained
nervously, why he was being|:
questioned. .

- Seated at a table in front¥
of the warden’s desk, dranemgy

deeply on a cxwarette, he slow-
ly relaxed.

- Shown a plcture of Galt and
asked if that was his friend,]

ous]v

ed. “I guess I knew him about
as well as anybody. He was
here when I came here, in 1960.
“%new him from about 1962,
well, I associated  with him
nght up 1o 1966 when he tried

i

. Ao

~_“No, sir, not this,” he insist-|

ent people altogether. :

“Now they [the prisorers]j
say they’re just trying to pin
it on him because he escaped
from here. They think they’ve
got to lay it on somebody, so
they're trying to lay it on him.

“I just couldn’t believe it my-
self. If the man did kill that,
iman, it had to be for money.
Tha” wouid be the onli_st thing.
He “didn’'t seem like the kind
‘of guy who would kill anybody.
'He was the type of guv, you
didn’t fool with him, but he
dién’t fool with ambody
- “He wasn't the type of guy
to tell you anything about him-
self. Re mnever actually did
come out and tell you what
he did when he was outside.
Anytime vou'd get in a con-
versation with him it would be
: 2bout money. A dollar here and
a dollar there. ‘

.“He talked about monoj
the time. Trying to figure a
‘way to make a dollar. Just it
t!e things. Maybe he'd ‘ou
so*nednrg for a littde bit" and
sell it for a little bit more. 1
a guy owed him anything, he’d
bug "him all the time He
didn’t get into fights with them.
but he’d hound them.”

Ray did not smoke, the pris-
oner szid, and “didn’t say any+
§thmg about g:r]s," although he
|liked to read “sex magazines.”
!Nelther he added, did Rayj;
'show any interest in dancing
jor Western and country music,
which the F. B. L said were
favorites of Galt.”- ~ _".:

In addition 10 *sex’ rrat'z-lj
zmes,” the priscner added, Ra)n
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books. ithink &d t2k with thran”he could get out” . traized P
- Puzzling for a minuie, Lunkl Ray d;?d have anothe 1"::; “I thirk he did sa) so*ne fsps ecta:ogt I;:sdabt, >nee ’}'f
ing, he went on: lest. Body building. - ithing once 2bout getting in thej -0 £SCrioed by some per

i ‘I think the President even{ “He has a lot better bn.]d:mantm)e unjon,” the pnsoner‘sons in Memphis was said to
iliked that book—James Bond—than a Jot of people think he zdded. ;be younger than 40..

'he liked James Bond.” [President:has. He did a lot of physical] The man known as Galt is| “I don't believe- he'd look
’~}\ennedy was known as a read- 'exercxs'ng, a Jot of weight lf t-: said to have identified himself 40,” his prisoner friend said.
er of the late lan Fleming's;ing- and pull-ups end things'at times as an unemployed;”I don't believe he’d go for the

“spy novels.) 'like that.” “lmerchant seaman. i20s either. I'd say somewhereft
. As for politics, the pnsoner; Did Ray ever talk about what Physically, Ray could fit some; nght around 30.” ]
said: +he would do whan he got out?: dcscnpt)ons given of the man 'arden Swenson agreed.

: “He just didn't seem to bej “Actually, he never ta‘}\ed'ﬁouont in the <'a)mg of Dr. But taking issue with an-
interested in it - | much about outside anyway, hmg Records show him to be other descripticn of the manf
t Negroes? o 'L,e priscner sz2id. “He just'zbout 5 feet 11 inches tallicalled Galt, the prisyner added:

| UHe didn’t dislike them, He'talked zbout getting ou.sxde.'“cm}npg between 160 and 1/01 ‘He wasn't what vou'd call

dnl .»ssocx:‘.e with them or-eEvar\o e ta’).s about gel Ung pounds. ‘s reat dresser in Fore
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now <0, fhoroughly enjoved h
tour of duty in :
thought it litely he might hav
returned there if he wasiryin
{o hLide.

- The FBI has printed thouss
of wanted posiers in Spanish

any known jocb dur
1.4 ziter nis escape
c&iors ere hopelu! tha
cad circulation of  his

2 ) or
pavios end fingerprints, pius the
- —«---w-a_a,‘--;-f—ﬁ;s‘:sa.opu’ in _‘re\':ard money of.
i1 fered dor kis apprch_e:s:on,_w1l;
#ilead them to Ray. Trousancs of
A DE se Leen receivad and all

(&)
beinz checked out.
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