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enfly commltted suxcxde when he learned that hls“‘teshmony was wanf.:edv_ ;
25 assassxnafcjgn_ewas@once,a,CLA.operatm&; be
fk s,

3 Eof<an. -autopsy.,But ‘L‘t.-fmchard‘

; Esaid~there- was“no -reason.to: u‘s}pect

. anythmg other than smcxde}lr,., 29

© perwIn~Washington;: —Rep'*'“R.ichardson

-Preyert (D-N.C.), a_committee . :member.

- Pwho was_headed the Kennedy‘assassina-

" y | tionZinfyiry, ~said yestefday that.>de’

L TS - De Mohrenschxldt who heldrzdegrees,'_ "‘génens(‘f:l?dt . ,prggefsasonpf Frencl& at

. entl com-‘ in international ~commerce, petroleum hop ege in- las,-was consi er-

}nltlt)teed gﬁ?f«iegsc 1?5111:3; :pgﬁgtgug after:! geology and engineering, had denied. in . L ed "2 crucial . witness”  inithe -commit-.

Yearning that Gaeton Fonzi, an inverti- | lengthy testxmony ‘before..thez ’Warren: tees “investigation, Preyer Told.. report-

gator for. the - House - Assassinations:| Commission:that he had ever been-an  [ers that the committee. woul@maKe an

-Committee, was seeking him to testify |.agent of .any government ‘He had said ;effort to s’ubpena -any papers; in de Moh-

 before the panel about-his connections +f that his. wide: travels on several .conti- | renschlldt ~Beach- men;xpn wl}ere» he
with -Oswald,.who-was Kennedy’s sole .| ments were:strictly related to-private ; jdie 0%

French teacher, ~w ‘
afternoof in a study'at ‘the-waterfront.
mansion of ‘Mrs. Charles :Tilton 3d. He |-
had been a guest of Mrs. Tilton; as was 1
his 33-year-old daughter, who found the o
body affer. returnmg
tnp RIS L s

2 ; * e reyers :
:statement ‘Rep Ekfon Rudd IRAnz PR
in:a- House speech, attacked de' Mdhren. "
:schildt’s .. credibility, - noting- . that = the
"RusSian - emigre had .spent-aimost {wo
months in the psychiatric wmg of Park-
%land Memorial Hospital in‘Dailas last

'winter, and had . 1alked -about his in-
' volvement with Oswald, to:4 Dutch re-
) porter after leavmg the hospital. - ;
, : Preyer a former-judge; said that he *
was.aware of de Mohrenschildts *history
of mental illness, but that nevertheless
the . professor -had. made-.some direct. -
contact with Oswald before the assassi--
nation. The commitiee learned “of.. de..
Mohyenschildts’ supposedlyznew: infor- -
mation-after-a story- appeateﬁ:recentl :
in the Dal]as Mormng News
In. ' ;

964 mm:ssmnw
lnvestxgatedede Mohrensclnldt, assup-
posed- descéndant - of. Russian - nobxhty,_*
because he had. known:.Oswald. -ip:-
Dallas. But “the. commission: concluded‘-‘;
that-de Mohrenschildt had. known noth-
ing about the Nowv.2, 29163th iling of
Kennedy«ﬁ AR ;\/&a«wd_.‘_

However, de Mohrenschxldt‘told the™.
Butch reporter recently that ,he might
have been “responsible”: sford Oswald’ S~
behavior before the assassination. De
Mohrenschildt said. that he.had had ad-™
vance knowledge of the -murder -but
gave no specifics, <.

ELEASE 1.193 - The Warren Comrmgslon said that“

de Mohrenschildt had left the Soviet -
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smcfde apparentiy whér-l e leamed that»

an operatxve for the Central Intelhgence

Oswald .sources ; fa.mxhar with” the case'

second-floor . study ot:.a -Palm - Beach

from a shoppmg trip.

that .an investigator for-the Fouse assas-
sinations -committee was “seeking him to{.

dys ASSASSINT, o Yimn ¥
" The ,tmung of ‘Mr, de Mohrenschmldt’
death’ unmedlately became a factor in the
Houge committee’s request to extend its
investigations of political assassinations.
Representative Richardson.Preyer, Demo-
crat of North® Carolina, said the commit-

“new evidence” that indicated.“de. Moh-
renschildt may have been closer to Lee
If-!arvey Oswald than appeared on the- sur-
ace.

v Ty
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Called C.LA. Agexltw

A source who investigated the Kennedy
assassination for three years. asserted

um geology and engineering, was serving

year ithat -Mr. Kennedy was kllled m
‘Dallas. -
© Mr, de Mohrenschxldt demed in pub-‘
lished testimony before the Federal com-
mission that investigated the . Kennedy
death'that he¢ had never been ‘an agent
of .any government. he said his w1de

”House mvestlgatmg commxttee wanted~

Agency, and ' a’ ‘confidant of Lee ‘Harvey
-0 'George de. ™ hxenschlldt ]
65 _years-old,: was_found. yesterday in a

waterfront : -mansion - by his-, .daughter; |-
Alexandra,- 33, who had' ust returned ;

His death came shortly after'he’ learned‘

testify -before...the committee.-about - his |
connections thh Mr. Oswald M: Kenne-.

tee had ‘linked Mr. ‘de Mohrenschildt -to7.
| French- -language teacher

| arrived from Brussels a,
' his daughter to visit Mrg, Char]e‘s Txlton
3d. =,

that Mr.-de Mohrenschildt,’. who ‘held de-
grees in international commerce, petrole-

as a C.LA. agent in Haiti in 1963, the| "

%’
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iat’ has }never TBee ¢
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Bios Da.llas wxﬂx 7, Dutch ]ournahst le-;

hélm Oltmans, who told the House Assas-;

sination-commiittee ithat in advance that

Oswald ‘was going 1o do.: - /% H
-*According to*the’ Warren Coi miss Mxl'}

report, published :in":October. 1964,

-de Mohrenschildt - ancL hls, wife-met: 05-

S M 'Preyerv said ‘Mz de Mohrensd 11dt
-—was,a‘crucnal wmms for us, based.on

" “The. Palni’ Beach Courity shenff’s -office
withheld an official ruling on Mr.-de Moh- |-
renschildt's death until results:of ‘an
autopsy and further investigation - ‘wre
made public.-But Lieut. Richard- Sheets
said there was “no reason to, suspect any-
thing other than suicide.? .

~ . Mr.” de Mohrenschildt, .

ho :_»was: ‘a
/Bishop - Col-
lege in Dallas at the tim of ;his .death,
eek ago with

the three story home
the Intracoastal;

igator_ for the House

assaSSmatxons»'é mittee, “went’ to the

Hilton . éstate’ abfut nooh’, yesterday and
left word ‘that ¥: wouldretrn’at-8:30
PM. to see M “de Mohrenschildt. The
sheriff * said’ suxc:de nobe ;had . been
found “‘Ji;” 7 i "¢
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Was He Responsible for Oswald’s Act?

. The de Mohrenschildt-JFK Enigma -

By Jeremiah O’ Leary
Washington Star Staff Writer '}

"~ When George de Mohrenschildt

‘disappeared in Brussels last March

7, he could have been tabbed either
as just another fruitcake or someone
out to make a buck on his acquaint-

- ance with Lee and Marina Oswald.

Or, just possibly, he could have
been the man. responsible for Os-
wald's behavior when President John
F. Kennedy was shot to death in 1963
as he reportedly acknowledged in the
manuscript of a book he had written.

But today, this much is’ certain-

about . the 65-year—old Russxan-bom
emxgre s

->e He is now in a Palm Beach Fla
- morgue, dead.of an apparently self-
. inflicted shotgun wound. Caow

» He was.of sufficient interest to the
House Committee on Assassinations
that one of its investigators was in
Palm Beach on Tuesday seeking to
interview him when the osten51ble
suicide occurred.

* He is once again of considerable in-

. terest to the FBI, which devoted a

~ FBIl.are genuinely interested in find- -
:ing out what role, if any, de Mohren- -
-~schildt played in the killing of Presi-

;onNov.22 1863, .. 0 g

,'~ Ml 7" o

major portion of Book 9 of the War-
ren Commxssxon Report to de Moh-
renschildt, - -

If de Mohrenschxldt had a motwe
for committing suicide in his daugh-
ter’s house, it is not known. Nor is it
known why he was negotiating with
Dutch publishers to sell his book

" about the Kennedy case when he

_disappeared in the Belgian capital

shortly after meetmg a Sovnet diplo-
mat.
He has been categorxzed as either

_an opportunist or as a man with a-
-history of mental illness who was:
subject to wild changes of mood. But t.hroughout..

he cannot be ignored so long as the
House investigative panel and the

-dent Kennedy in a Dallas motorcade

s VRT "s;ﬁ;" e ::iwi-'

IT HAS LONG- BEEN known that

“~de Mohrenschildt, as part.of the

Dallas Russian-speaking community,

* was close to Lee Harvey Oswald and

his Russian wife, Marina. The:FBI

“"says ‘it checked him out everiy way. .

NN

from Sunday in the days and'weeks:

- after the presxdentxal assassination.

‘He was a witness before the Warren”
. - Commission, and what he said then

can be: found m 118 pages of that

‘bulky report.

What is not known is what hxs mo-

" tive. was for writing the manuscript

of a book entitled “I'm a Patsy, I'ma

- Patsy” and claiming that it is the

".story of how he was responsible for .
" Oswald’s assassination of Kennedy.-

. The mysterious recent history of

. de Mohrenschnldt is largely attributa-

ble'to a. Dutch Journahst named Wil-
lem Oltmans, who was interviewed
by The Washmgton Staron March 18.
Oltmans, whHo had been cultivating
de Mohrenschildt as a news source
and a friend for the past 10 years, is

_the man who told the House Assassi-

nations Committee earlier this month
about de Mohrenschildt’s  decision to
tell his version of the Kennedy mur-
der. - ; e y-

- It was this appearance before com- -
mittee staffers by Oltmans on March
11 that prompted the panel to send
investigator Gaetan Fonzi: to. Palm
Beach last Monday to try to question -

~1r~~ de Mohrenschildt. According. to.Oit-

: mans, this is the erratic story of the
White Russian college - professor s
-last weeks of life:

Oltmans had known de Mohren-
schildt for a decade in periodic visits
to Dallas. He knew-de Mohrenschildt
to be an emigre Russian count, a pe-
troleum engineer, a‘ teacher. of
French at Bishop College and as a
close friend of the Oswalds. Oltmans
fell into the habit of visiting George
and Jeanne de Mohrenschildt. two or
three t:mes ayear, :

IN "JANUARY 1976 de Mohren-
schildt wrote Oltmans that he was
preparing a book and sent several
pages to the Dutch reporter for con- .
sideration. By June the book was .
completed, but Jeanne de Mohren-
schildt told Oltmans she was upset
when she read it. She told her hus-
‘band he would go to jail if it was pub-
‘lished because it -was "about the
assassination of Kennedy and men-

tioned names of CIA and FBI agents .

-Last- November Oltmans went to
Dallas and- called -de Mohrenschildt,
only to be told by his wife that he had-

been in a hospital for several months. |
Oltmans -said he calted de Mohren--

schildt’s lawyer, Pat S. Russell, and
was told de Mohrenschildt.was in'a
‘mental hospital suffering from a per-
secution complex ‘and undergomg
heavy shock treatments,” ..
According to Oltmans, the manu-v

script of the book is in custody of’

Russell.. The Dallas attorney could:
not be reached. last night for com-
ment; but Oltmans said he ‘was told
Russell has ‘the book in his-office
‘files. He reportedly has not read the
manuscr:pt i

Oltmans went back to Dallas on:
Feb 23, 1977, and had lunch with de
Mohrenschxldt who was now back at-
work. The ;ournahst said this ex-
change took place m the Bxshop Colo‘
lege library: -

De Mohrenschxldt “How would lt._
hit the media if I came out and said I’
felt.responsible for Oswald s behav-j
lOl" "dhi- Lr ke B et e L s

, Ultmans “You mean what OSwald
did? Shot or not shot, he was involved
-in the shooting. You have links here
to the shooting of the presxdent of the
Umted States.” .

DE MOHRENSCHILDT: “Trealize
that and I don’t want to incriminate
myself directly. But I am convinced
- that what Oswald fmally set up we
completely agreed upon. S

¥ Oltmans: *‘But you were in Ham
on the day of the assassination.” .. -

- De Mohrenschildt: “Yes.” .5

..Oltmans said de Mohrenschxldt

“‘was a guy very cleverly saying ‘I
knew exactly what Oswald was going
“todoand I have proof ofit.” " =

- Oltmans said he asked de Mohren-
schxldt if he was ready to make a:
statement. He said the professor
replied, “Yes, but never in America.
I am being followed: I find my house
all the time searched. So I am scared
to death. I first must get ouq of the
country.! s

Oltmans said he qmckly called his-
Dutch television ‘superior and was
; told to bring de Mohrenschildt to Hol-
land. As Oltmans tells it,’de Mohren-
schildt had several changes of mind
but finally said he was ready to go.
Oltmans said they drove to Houston,
left de Mohrenschildt’s car there
with a man named David Russell and
.eventually arrived in Amsterdam on
‘March 3. There they began a round of
‘talks with Dutch television and pub-
lishing executives, meanwhile check-
ing with attorney Russell in Dallas to
be sure the- manuscrxpt was stxll in
hlS offlce Ll W e,

e et Py .» PR
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ON MARCH 5, OLTMANS and de

‘Mohrenschildt drove to Brussels to .
meet a friend of the Dutch reporter,
a Soviet diplomat he identified only
as “Kuznetzov.’’ The three-men chat-
‘ted at the newstand of the Hotel
Metropole and.de Mohrenschildt said
he would go for a-walk before lunch.
*“He never returned from that walk ”
‘said Oltmans.

On Match 7, back in Holland, de-

‘Mohrenschildt’s  disappearance was
‘reported to the U.S. Embassy in the -
Hague. Oltmans said the official re-
ceiving the report was Jacob Gilles- -

;pie, a press. officer at the embassy. -

There is no record that the missing
report was relayed to the State De-
_partment in Washington.

Oltmans said he wasn’t worried. -

:He got a call from a man in Brussels

‘who identified himself as “Genta,”

and he said de Mohrenschildt had de-
parted for the United States. But Olt-
‘mans said de Mohrenschildt left be-
‘hind all his belongings except his
~briefcase — his pipe, his luggage and
_his dirty raincoat. De Mohrenschildt =
-took Oltmans’ clean new raincoat in
-stead. Oltmans said he put all of de
: Mohrenschildt’s -possessions in- an
- Amsterdam bank and sent the re- -
: celpt to attomey Russell in Dallas.

PPSL S TR

Yesterday in Palm Springs, Fla., a
police official said authorities there
‘were also holding *‘certain personal
papers’” belonging to de Mohren-
-schildt, United Press International
reported. The official declined to say
if those papers were related to the
Kennedy assassination.

In early March, Oltmans came to
-Washington, called the committee
~about the whole affair and told essen-
-tially this story to deputy counsel
. Robert Tanenbaum and three other
_investigators.. Oltmans’ view of de
Mohrenschildt's role in the assassi-
nation, if there is one, is that de Moh-
renschildt didn’t figure in the slaying
but “that together they cooked it
'up Rt &

or have had another ‘'crazy attack"
or have gone to the Soviet Union.
None of those things: happened, but
Oltmans did have a clue to the way
de Mohrenschildt died even before
the manshot himself.

, Oltmans said “He told me in Euc
“rope: ‘Look, I'll be discharged at
" Bishop College in June. I'm §5. My
‘wife ran-away. (They reportedly are
now divorced.) I'm at the end of the

line.f And one day he came into my

s e

“I'ma Papsy. I’'m a Patsy.”

room and said, 'Let’'s face it. I only
made up the story (about Oswald)
because everybody makes a million
dollars off the Kennedy assassina-
tion, and I haven’t made anything. So
now it’s my time. So now you and 1
know that.” ”’

THE FBl SAYS IT does not know
what to make of de Mohrenschildt’s
strange journey or of his apparent
suicide. The Warren Commission
concluded that he did not have any
connection with Kennedy's ' death
even. though he knew the Oswalds
well and probably helped them with
financial and family problems. Even
so, the House committee wanted to -

i - question de Mohrenschlldt and Fonzi
“De Mohrenschﬂdt‘ accordmg to”
Oltmans, could have -been kidnaped, -

just missed him. e
He went to the house where de

. Mohrenschildt was staying at noon
--Tuesday and was told to return that

evening because the man was not
home. In the afternoon, de Mohren-
schildt apparently put a shotgun in
his mouth and pulled the trigger.

No note was found. If there is an

-answer to George de Mohrenschildt’s

troubled life, it may lie in the book he
has written and that lawyer Russell
purportedly has filed away in Dallas:

s e
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Ray’s Report of

Bounty. Checked

WASHINGTON March 28 (AP)-—The
House assassinations '~ committee- - said
today that it was investigating whether

; James Earl Ray collected a bounty.from|"

businessmen or other persons for. killing| 3
the Rev, Dr, Martin Luther King Jr.-Mr.
Ray has been quoted as saying he intend-
ed to collect a bounty for ‘the murder. |1

. In an interim report, the committee also

said. it’ was. “mtenswely investigating” a
teport by a deceased Southern.undercov-
er police. informant that he had overheard
representatives of two orgamzatxons dxs—
cuss killing Dr. King:# >3 457

,The-reference apparently was t,o a res
port that a Miami police. informant said
he had overheard two labor leaders dis-
cuss such. a plan. The committee’s report
:did not identify the individuals. ., ..

The report said the panel did not have
corroboration for- any .of: the . leads
sketched out in the document. . :

In addition, it said it.was pursumv Ieads
indicating that Lee _Harvey.Oswald was

associated with anti-Castro groups sup-}

ported by the Central Intelligence Agency
rather than with pro-Castro groups, - as
widely- suspected. The Warren, Commis-
sion identified Oswald as the lone assas-
sin of President Kennedy. - w.gi ~e# o

The committee report- _quoted an in-

formant for the Federal Bureau of Investi- |
gations:ag indicating that Oswald' was an |}

F.B.Linformant;” contrary to the Warren
Commission’s conclusion that.he was not.

. The report said that Mr, Ray told fellow
mmates at Missouri-state: penitentiary be-
fore he- escaped:on:April-23;:1967, that
he would :kill Dr;King: if:the: price’ was

rlght" and that -he mtended to fmd a
businessmen’s: association that he had
heard had offered 3100 000 for Dr. ng S
murder . lr
~The report sald the questxon of whether
Mr. Ray ever made: contact with  such
a group had.never been resolved and
added, “The committee intends to resolve
t” ,‘ " ..’"x,.“ -.4....4-.~.x,3
“The report o the House was Teleased
by the committee as-it-sought House ap-
proval to- keep-the investigations of the
Kennedy  and- King assassinations going
for two years. If the House refuses, the
com' ee wdl dxe at the end of thxs month

ey .
etk Aldes VlSlt Ray m;Pnson ST

*PETROS; - Tenn'} March-28" (AP)—Ofﬁ-
cials of the House assassinations commit-
tee- met- here- again today ‘with ‘James
Earl Ray, who is- 'serving a 99-year sen-
tencein Brushy Mountain- State Prison
after: confessing to shooting Dr. King' in
Memphis. Mr: Ray~ was- interviewed by
the: committee’s staff for more than two,
hours last Tuesday.” .~

-
s,

~
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Assassmahons Pmbﬁ

Nearmg Shewdawn*
Counsel Under Flre

By George Lardner Jr.

i Washington Post Staff Writer
The House Rules

cleared the way yesterday for a show-

down over the House assassinations
* inquiry amid a sudden outburst of de- -
mands for the ouster of chxef counsel :

" Richard A. Sprague.

“I think this resolution Is in serious

trouble on the House floor,” Rep.

Morgan Murphy (D-Ill) -warned mem-
bers of the Assassinations Committee

at a hearing before the Rules Commxt-

tee.
Although Speaker Thomas P (Tip)

O'Neill has promised “wholehearted
the investiga-. -

support” for keeping
tions alive, Murphy. said advocates of

the inquiry were seriously underesti- .

mating “the feelings of the members
of the House” about Spravue
“I think you ouﬂht to get your own

‘ man in -there,” Murphy..warned the

- mittee - chairman,

newly installed Assassinations Com-
Louis- Stokes (D-
Ohio). “What he can. do to Henry he
can'do to you” =

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalev (D-Tex)

- the former chairman whom Murphy

-was  talking about, underscored the
" mood in a bitter speech on the House

floor about how he unsuccessfully
tried to fire Sprague last month. He
said he was deserted by House Demo-

- cratic leaders and” committee col-

leagues, and blamed it at least partly
on racial dxscnmlnatlon R
~“T _think I have been treated shab-

bily,” Gonzalez declared. “I think that -

i# my name were Jones or O’Brien or
Rosenthal or George Washington Car-

- yer -or Martin Luther King, I would
-not have been treated so shabbily.”

-.The Texas Democrat held the floor

‘for more than an bour with a chapter- -
and-verse recitation of his efforts to -
restore -order to the committee’s fl-v

nances, <~ UETBIE e R

" The day after he ordered Sprague’s -
- dismissal,

Gonzalez -said, - Majority
Leader J1m ~Wright (Tex) “assured
him,~ “‘Well,

* You're Tight’” Ul L

. Committeen

" other Rules

IS

fella, were thh you.

“I don’t. know how anybody. could

" interpret that,” Gonzalez said. “I took

it as support.” But it soon disappeared

when the rest of the committee re-

~ mained solidly behind Sprague. Gon-

: zalez quit the chairmanship and the
committee on March 8.

- With heavy sarcasm, Gonzalez at
-various points imitated the voices of
" Reps. Shirley Chisholm (D.-N.¥Y.) and
.Richardson Preyer (D.-N.C.) speakmd

~at a Rules' Committee hearing in Jan-

- uary, deseribed Rep. Richard Bolling
(D.-Mo.) as “the great rajah of the
Rules. - Committee,”
. Walter E. Fauntroy (D.-D.C.) “the viz-
iel of Washington.” :

and called Del.

The Rules Committee voted 9to 3

to set up a floor vote Wednesday on
-continuing the investigations into the
murders of President Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr. for the re-
mainder- of the 95th Congress. Two
Committee
"Murphy and Rep. John- Young -(D- -
Tex.), voted “present”.

Appointed chairman March .. 8,

members, -

s Stokes said he inherited a committee

staff “that was marking . time with
“almost no stationery, almost no sup-
ples” and was “unable to travel” or
even make a long-distance phone call.

“He strongly urged keeping tne investi-

- gations going . past  their current
.March 31 expiration date and submit-.

"ted a 14page report indicating some

of the “leads” the committee is. pursu- ’

T R At - JEA

s of twice-told tales.” In one passage.

+The mformatxon however, smacked _

reminiscent of former New Orleans:"

:‘District Attorney Jim Garrison’'s cele-
‘brated investigation, the -committee

said it. is- “actively pursuing several ;

new leads which indicate that Lee
.Harvey -Oswald was assoclated with
-CIA-supported anti-Castro groups”.

- Raising the persistent specter of a
" “false. Oswald,” the committee said
- those same-“leads’ also “suggest” that
. Oswald’s-“reported pro-Castro activi-
.ties” and his *alleged” trip to Mexico
# City might have been deliberately de-

signed to--mhask his CIA-supported,'-

-anti-Castrg.associations.:: s

LAZE

..ing that the inquiry was running

The new chairman maintained that
-~ Sprague had satisfactorily countered

'commlttee meeting recently.

_present when the questioning of Spra-
. 8ue Was conducted.

“fered a number’ of times to step aside
" if it would be of assistance ta the com-

_fer,” Murphy said.’

o has been supporting the investigation

“should be retained as chief counsel.”

_ Stokes insisted at yesterday's hear- -

smoothly now  with Gonzalez gone.

all the charges against him at a secret

" Murphy noted that Gonzalez was not

/ “We're taking
Sprague’s word ,over Gonzalez’ word,
as I understand it,” Murphy said. Cit-
ing Gonzalez’ speech on the House!
floor earlier in the afternoon, Murphy
said he was . especially concerned
about a charge that Sprague had for-
bidden committee staffers to furnish
payroll ~ information -:tp - ;committee
members. : e rw

Stokes said that Spra“ue “has of-|

mittee,” but the commxttee remams

sohdly behmd him,

I think you ou"ht tb accept that oE-

Rep. Joe Moaklesr (D Mass. ) saxd he

for months, but he agreed that the is-
sue in the minds of most House mem-
‘bers is “not whether -the assassina-

tions committte ought.to be reconsti--

tuted. It's whether - Mr. Sprague

Tep. Boiling, who will serve as floor
manager for the Wednesday resolu-
tion to keep the committee alive, told

a reporter that he, thinks the odds still .
" favor its passage, hut added: “It's aw-
fully close. It'll probably change three -
tlmes before Wednes‘flay AP
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.} or Gang Flgure‘

m»estl"ators in connectxon mth Ro:- ]

" By George Lardner Jr.

_.+ .. Washington Post Staff Writer
..’.Ehe House Assassinations. Commit-
tee has secretly subpoenaed crime fig-
ure Santo Trafficante Jr. for its first
hearing today into the murder- of
President John F. Kennedy, accordmg

tQ_Lutormed;our,ces &

‘Once the overlord of syndlcate c'am-

: ‘ bling in Cuba, Trafficanteis the only

surviving member of a gangland trio
" that was secretly enlisted by the Cen-
. tral. Intellizence Agency in 1960 in ef-

forts'to }ull Chban Prermer Fldel Cas—~- )

Mafia members were: Sam (Momo) Gl- )

ncana, }vho was shot to ‘death in his

: duburb n - Chicago ' home  two “years .

- And * his longtime-. lieutenant,

; i’amls Bxacasne Bay. &S
frhfﬁcante is -expected to protest
t

compulsory . appearance, and has

ortedly hired Boston lawyer F Lee -

. B‘alley to represent him.

v0,” one source said. -

repared a mldmoht snack of sau-
sages .and"spinach. on  Junc' 19,1975,

3 tal'and’on the heels..of preliminary ef-
forts by ‘the Senate Intelhgence Com-
~“iittee to contact him in its mvestloa-

&
i
¥

"“You can’t blame him when you re-
ember what happened to the other .-

Giancana, 65, was murdered as he‘

shortly after his'release from 4 hospi- -

. “Who’s. Who? (WTOP-TV).."

f tion of CIA assassination plots. A

.“Rosselli, who had been mvolved in

I several abortive plots against Castro,”
- testified before the Senate committee . -
.;.vafxve days after Giancana was killed..
- Thirteen? months ‘later,.on. July- 28, 3

1975; he. disappeared from his Planta

tion,Fla., home. His hacked-up bods
..was found 10" days later .in a- ao-vallon

ml drum weighted with heavy chains.’

~Both slayings-remain unsolved, But :
(,"h1m #I think a.lot.-of people-have a

" long before his murder, Rosselli had"
. been- privately claiming to" his attor- -
* ney that Castro had become-aware of
the CIA-sponsored plots against him
and “thereafter employed teams of in-

dividuals who were dispatched to the.~

f’ United States for. the purpose of as-
sasunatmg Mr. Kennedy.”

- Initially introduced to his. CIA con-"

"“'tacts in late 1960 as “Joe,” Trafficante

il

- was described as someone who would

" serve as"a courier to Cuba and make
. arrangements there in the plot to kill
" Castro. Trafficante had lived in Cuba,
and he still had a number of associ-
ates there even. after Castro .seized
their gambling enterprises in Havana,
Although he did not testify during

w1th no business.?.
-As-long ago as I‘vl}rrch 1967 Rosselli .

the Senate Intelligence Commlttees )

- 18-month investization of CIA mis-
deeds, Trafficante was questioned se-

. eretly ‘lasti fall ;by; Senate . committee 3

THE WASHINGTON POST
,(/fBL;L Match 1977

thpﬁena Eepemeé |

eo¥e
.

selli’s death.

Trafficante repoxtedly said he dined
with - Rosselli at- a Fort Lauderdale
restaurant less than two weeks before

Rosselli’s disappearance. He was said

to have described this and other get-
~togethers: as “friendly 3 socxa} e»ems

I £

had expressed hig belief'in: a Cuban
connection to the Kennedy ‘assassina-

tion to the FBI through his-Washing-

~ton lawyer Edward P. Morzan. Mor-
gan, m turn, told the FBI that several
of his clients.who “were on the frmge
of the.xinderworld’” informed him"that
Castro *had learned of the plottln’!
ragainst him. . ::

The -House- Assassmatwns Commxt-v
tee had been talking of staging a hear-
ing on -the assassination of the Rew.
Martin: Luther- King Jr. in hopes of
keeping - that - investigation alive at
least past March 31, when its current.

_ charter expires.. The decision to hold a

hearing on.the JFK -assassination ap-
- parently reflects new hope within the
commlttee for contmum that 1nqu1ry
" as well.

Committee lawyers have ‘been inbb

contact with an attorney for James
Earl Ray, serving al 99y ear ‘prison
“term for King’s 1968 murder; but Ray
» is not expected to make any public ap”

_pearances soon beyond:a ‘mationally.

televised interviéw last night on the
" Columbia - Broadcasting- Systems
" Interviewed by correspondent Dan.
. Rather, Ray denied, as he has,before,

firing the shot that killed ng, and
rinsisted that he ‘was not' even in the
“rooming house across-the street from |

i King’s motel at the time ‘of-the mur-
:’-dver _,xg .‘ ‘ 1. 3 ..,\
% Asked why he was- remaxnmv sﬂent
if someone else did:it, rather than tell-

.ing all, Ray said he feared that what-

i ’1,._'-_:,,,-- t L

-ever he said might be turned:against

.sort of-a Po]lyanna v1ew of the- leﬂal

. system,” he said..- iy
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| Assassinati

By George Lardner Jr.
_ Washington Post Staff Writer
The House Assassingtions Commit-
tee formally jettisoned its $6.5 million
“bare bones” budget yesterday and

decided to try to-struggle along for the
rest of the year at less: than hl;ll the

price. .

. Anticipating House, apprdval for
- continuing their inveptigations into

*dublous’ wm’ier committee
membdp also voted a: nowxesolutmn

+to k them in business for the re-
mdnd of the 95th Cohgress-—untll
1979,

Del. Walter E. Fpun‘hw ©-D.C)
said he thought the p new
budget of '$3,796,650 for
wauld be "eﬂttainly
House. It 1nc1udes
$250,000 already speht
the committee. struggled ‘¢
in'the face of a serieg'of

table”j:o the

Y8BT while
£ wurvival

Sprague endorsed the new: meit

reluctantly. He warned that

1977". B
tely"

Committee chief counsel W _A.)' .
Ko b
% Kennedy assassination, and 27 more,

back might make it impossible to com-

plete the investigations within the ex-

pected two years.
Sprague had contended that his
original $6.5 million budget couldn't

" be cut at all without compromising

the inquiry, and he made plain yester-
day that he had no intention of eating
those words.

TInstead, he said he was u‘elying on
the assurances of his two top depu-
ties, Robert Tanenbaum and Robert
Lehner, who told him they felt they
could conduct effective investigations
with the simmer budget.

“I have gone along with their rec-
ommendation,” Sprague said. “It is
less than I would propose, but I am
willing to go ahead.” .-

Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N.C),
chairman of--a special budget task
force for the committee, said the big-

' gest savings was realized -by cutting

the proposed staff from 170 to 115 per-
sons,- meaning a $2,334,100 reduction
in projected salaties.

The new proposal would provide a
27-member task force, under Tanen-
baumy’s direction, to "investigate the

ons Panel Accepts Lower Funding

is serving a 99-year term in Tennessee k]

headed by Lehner, to investigate
King’s murder,

The inquiry would still be the most

expensive investigation ever under- -

taken by Congress, but House
Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O‘Neill Jr.
(D-Mass.) professed his “wholehearted
support” for it this week after a pri-
vate briefing from the ranking Demo-
crats on the committee.

It was also plain, from the figures

presented yesterday, that next year’s
budget for the committee, with a full-

strength staff of 115, will be about $1_

million higher.

The House Rules Committee is ex-
pected to take up the resolution re-
constituting the committee early next
week. The budget will be submitted
later, first to the House Administra-
tion Committee and then to the House
floor.

The  Assassinations Committee
spent the rest of the day In secret ses-

sion for a briefing on the progress of. .

the Kennedy and King investigations:

Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) told .

reporters that it included a rundown

on the committee staff’s prison inter-
view Tuesday of James Earl Ray, who

for King’s murder

“He was very cooperative,”. Stokes
said of Ray. The chairman, however,
indicated that the interview was pri-
marily a get-acquainted session, and

said, “It may be necessary to talk to
him many times” before conslderlng
any public testimony

U.S. Coast Guard Boards

" Japanese F lshmg Ship

- JUNEAU, March 23 (AP)——The U.S.
Coast Guard has cited another foreign

“fishing vessel for apparent violation -

of the new 200-mile limit law off the
Alaskan coast, & spokesman said to-
day

The Coast Guard spokesman said
the Japahese  trawler Zuiyo Maru
was boarded Tuesday night about 180
miles northwest of St. Paul Island in
the Bering Sea by the cutter Midgett.
The boarding party allegedly found
illegal crab and salmon aboard the
Japanese vessel, the spokesman said
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(erne e Sl&wﬂg Panel CUtS
Funds, Staff Pleas

By Jeremiah O’Leary

Washington Star Staff Writer

The House Assassinations Committee today ap-
proved a new and reduced budget of $2,796,650 for
the rest of this year and also cut its investigative
staff to 115 from the proposed 170.

imous approval of the budget was fol-
lowed by a a similar vote IQ Hous€é 1o extend
the commlttee s life for the_duration of the 95th

ongress. The commitfee’s authorization_expjres
Maich S_and Gaiay's sesusn. £ sonroued by|  APPROVED FOR RELEASE 1983
Kmﬁﬁrﬁh F|  CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAN

ing Jr untll :

January 1979.

TRe Tésolution now goes to the Rules Committee
and then to the floor for action. After that, the
House Administration Committee must approve
gu:) }x;noney requested by Chalrman Louis Stokes,

io

THE MOVE TO REDUCE the budget from the
original proposal of $6.5 million and cut the staff is
a setback for Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague.
Sprague told the committee, ‘‘this budget was
recommended to me by deputy counsels Robert
Lehner and Robert Tannenbaum. I am willing to
go along at the moment because they feel with this
manpower they can get the job done.”

But Sprague said the funding and staff was less
than he would have proposéd. And he 'indicated
that the cutback approved by the committee today
means the investigation might have to continue be-
yond the life of the 95th Congress

. When Rep. Charles Thone, R-Neb., asked ‘“‘can|
iwe do this thorough, careful and professional job
under this budget and will it have to continue into].
further years?'’ Sprague replied, ‘‘Yes, it will take

longer now.”’ '

Rep. Richardson Preyer, D-N.C., who headed]
the task force that made up theé new budget, de-
clared that the committee would be able to show it
has done all the cutting that can be done. He said
there is nothing more here that can be cut and the
gommxttee would strenuously resist any attempt to

o s0

THE COMMITTEE 'voted $2,796,650 for opera-
tions .through the end of 1977. This means that a
larger budget for the second year of the.probe is
almost a certainty, members said. They argued
that the $2.7 million figure will be palatable to Con-
gress and is realistic in light of ‘the mood of the

- House and the fact that three months of the year
have already gone by.

The committee theén went into executive session
to receive a briefing from Sprague and his assocn-
ates.

e s ames
in i i mes
Eari-Ray;-who-is-serving-a-life term in prison for
the murder of King, yesterday. Jack Kershaw, a0 7 é 1
Ray’s attorney, said in Tennesseethat the meeting

- .did not produce any surprise information but
‘might help Ray get the new trial he has been seek-
~ ing.

el
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nlt Backed

By O’Neill

By George Lardner Jr. -

¢
. Washington Post 8{aff Writer

The House Assassinations Com- -
mittee yesterday won a turnaround
promise of “wholehearted support”
from House Speaker Thomas P.

(Tip) O'Neill Jr.

After a closed-door meeting with
the comimittee’s three senior mem-
bers, O'Neill also told reporters, with
apparent approval, that the panel will
ask the House for $2.5 million to carry

. it through the rest of this year.

The* committee has alreag
$250,000 since Jan. 1. As a 1é1
new budget proposa}; weul
ably “mean a two-yeat
some $5.5 million—ce
initial pro:ectlon of '$1INE
caused lg ‘ueh - contri
the Housé Jast winter.

+* 2 O'Relll’s ™ endotse - greatly en--
hances the committee’s’ chapces. for -
survival, but the Speaker acknowl-
edged that it still faces conmderable

opposition,

“They have my whole.hearted sup .

port,” the Speaker said after cont

ring with Assassinations . Committé
Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), Rep.
Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.) and Del.
Walter Fauntroy (D-B.C.). “But there
is a lot of work to be done [getting'
votes] on the floor.”

The Speaker’s. conversion appar-
ently came after a private briefing for
him on the information compjiled thus
far in investigating the murders of
President Kennedy -‘and Martin

Luther King Jr. “They - eonvmeed_'

him,” an O’Neill aide said tersely.

Members of the House Rules Com-(

miftee got their own. backgloundurg
in a closed meeting with- Assassina-
tions Committee members shortly af-
ter noon.

The Assassinations Commxttee will
expire March 31 unless it -can win
House approval ef a new resolution
keeping the investigations alive. But
before it gets to the House floor, the
resolution must first be cleared by the
Rules Committee. -

DATE 221 27 pAGE

Even Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss.), who
has been critical of the inquiry from
the start, was hesitant after yester-
day’s briefing to say he still felt it
ought to be squelched. But he made
plain that he is still skeptical about
the information that was laid out for
him and other Rules Committee mem-
bers yesterday at what amounted to
“an informal, clandestine meeting.”

He said such an approach had
never, to his knowledge, been used
with the Rules Committee before, not
even during “the impeachment pro-
ceedings against President Nixon.

“I presume the committee, has col-
See INQUIRY AY, Col: ¢

SilvguUaava ] 8 svasn ‘.-

lected some leads, some: lulormatlon
which they're ‘going to use to. justlfv
continuing the investigations,”: Lott
said last evening. “Some of them are
very far-fetched, very remote, in -my
opinion, but I am re- evaluatlng my
position.”

The Assassinations Committee, Lott
pointed out, has at least started to
buckle down to work after being bog-
ged down for months in disputes over
its budget, its investigating techni-
ques, and finally the unsuccessful ef-
fort of erstwhile chairman Henry B.
Gonzalez (D-Tex.) to fire chief com-
mittee counsel Richard A. Sprague,
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Assassination
Probe éGeis
New Push

Stokes Vows to §eek
. Extension of .lj'anel

Byl eremiah O’L;ary

. Washington Star Staff Writer
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. chairman, Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez,

"WNew House Assassinations Com-\
mittee Chairman Louis Stokes be-!
lieves he will be ready next week to!
seek new authority and funding to ex-!
tend the probe beyond the March 31!
expiration date.

The committee, minus its former

.D-Tex., received a detailed briefing
from Chief Counsel Richard A.
. Sprague yesterday. ‘

. Sprague told the committee before
. the press was excluded for most of
i the session-that he has uncorrobo-
i rated evidence indicating other per-
‘sons may have known in advance
that John F. Kennedy and Martin Lu-
jther King Jr. were going to be mur-
dered.

Stokes, who is black," dxscounted
speculation that the committee might
.decide to concentrate on the King
slaying while setting the assassina-
tion of Kennedy amde. A T

“THE BR!EFING WE received
points toward our pursuing both the
- King and Kennedy cases with equal
" fervor,”” Stokes said. .

" He also said he is not mclmed to
hold any- public hearing -on what
"Sprague said behind closed doors in
-yesterday’s all-day-session. He said
. it would be better and more responsi-
ble to have no public hearing than to
air uncorroborated information that
might hurt innocent people, - - -

Stokes said he favors seeking au-
+thorization and funds .~ probably
beginning next week — simply by
telling the House leadership of what
direction the committee will take and
“how much money will be required to.
- do it, then going through the needed
steps to bring the questnon to a floor
vote.

Rep. Richardson Preyer D-N. C
is in charge of the task force to calcu-

‘late a new budget for the committee,
probably for one year of operations.
The committee is expected to reduce
its request from the $6.5 million origi-
nally sought by Sprague to $2 million
to 3 million. .

: STOKES ALSO SAID a commlttee
-group will meet Atty. Gen. Grilfin
Bell tomorrow afternoon and ask him
.to cancel the order that prevents
" committee investigators from having
access to Justice Department and
FBI files on the Kennedy and King
cases.

Sprague s comment that the staff
has uncovered some new information
may indicate that the committee in-
tends to subpoena James Earl Ray to
testify. Ray, who pleaded guilty to
shooting King, was sentenced to life
in-prison but has never testified in

s eaune g ,wsy\,‘.".

i I

open court. He has recanted his con-
fession and is seeking a new trial.

There have been reporis that Ray
wants to testify before the House!
committee even though his testimony |
_probably would be self-serving.

2076 L
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- Spfégue: Staff Has ‘Conspira(:);’ Leads

Alo

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post S8tatf Writer

The chief counsel of the House As-
sassinations Committee said yesterday
he has gathered ' uncorroborated
“information” suggesting a conspiracy
in the murders of both President Ken-
nedy and the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. .

Struggling to keep their investiga-
tion alive, committee members con-
vened yesterday in secret session for
a briefing from chief counsel Richard
A. Sprague and his aides on the prog-
ress of the inquiry so far.

In a short statement before the
press and public were excluded, Spra-

' gue told the committee that the infor-
mation compiled to date was a blend
of reports from “witnesses who have
advised us directly that they have rel-
evant information” and hearsay about
“witnesses whom we have been told
have information.” :

As a result, he added in straight-
face understatement, “We have been
unable to do what I would consider a
thorough check of the information we
have been advised of.”

That said, the former Philadelphia
prosecutor continued, “The sum total
of the information would be in the na-
ture of evidence indicating that others
may have had knowledge of or partici-
pated in arranging the assassinations

- of Dr. King and President Kennedy.”

Sprague did not elaborate, but it
seemed likely that much of the infor-
mation originated with the many
books and articles written in recent
years in attempts to debunk the offi-

cial findings that there was no credi- °

ble evidence of a conspiracy in either

murder. The committee’s 73-member

staff has been bogged down by contro-

“versy in recent weeks, cut off from
classified FB1 files and unable to

travel or even make long-distance

phone calls.
Trying to regain its momentum fol-

lowing the resignation of Rep. Henry
B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who had tried to
fire Sprague for alleged mismanage-
ment: and insubordination, the com-
mittee met formally yesterday for the
first time under its new chairman,
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio). R
It has only three more weeks to win

a new charter from the House and-

head off extinction. Speaker Thomas
P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) - and
other House leaders have predicted
that the committee will probably not
be continued past March 31 unless it
can produce some striking new evi-
dence or, in O’Neill’'s  words,
“something of a sensational nature.”
The Warren Commission, which in-
vestigated the 1963 Kennedy  assassi-
nation with the resources of the FBI
and other government agencies, con-

knew in advanee that the _I(enlﬂy as

sassination “was abgut Yo 0ct

Most of yesterday's’ sessién, how-
evlg', was spent on the King murder.
At a lunch-hour ‘briefing, S_tokes told
reporters that the commltt.ee wa:
moving "with deliberate caution, bu
he said there was “a very g"ood possi-
bility that some witnesses” may be
called to a public hearing before

cluded that Lee Harvey Oswald, act-
ing alone, killed the President. Simi-
larly, the FBI1 concluded that James
Earl Ray, now serving a 99-year prison
term, was Kirfg's lone assassin, al-
though a Justice Department task
force recently conceded that .the
sources of Ray’s money “still remain a
mystery today.” '

After Sprague’s brief public presen-
tation, the committee voted 8 to 2 to
go into secret session. Dissenting were
Reps. Charles Thons (R-New.) and Ha-
rold E. Ford (D-Tenn.). . _

Sprague mentioned no names, not
even those of Oswald or Ray, but it
seemed clear that the “others” he had
in mind were in addition to those two
men. He 'also told the committee that

-there was some infor:nation indicating

that some unidentitied individuals

March 31 in an effort to demonstrate

the need for-continuing the inquiry.
The new chairman would not dis-

17 -

i i tify
cuss the witnesses who might testily,
but other sources said two under con-

. sideration are Ray’s brother, Jerry,

and former Memphis police detective

Edward E. Redditt, onie of two black -

plainclothesmen assigned to keep

King under surveillance before the .

1968 murder.
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By George Lardner Jr o
. Wuhman Post Staft Wrtt.er

The chief counsel of the House As-' ‘

sassinations Committee said yesterday ..
he has ‘gathered::.uncorroborated”

“information” suggesting a conspiracy " :

in the murders of both President Ken--
nedy and-" the Rev Martm Luther:
KmOJr .‘;_‘.uv_, L Eoa d

- Struggling:to-: keep thelr mvestxf’aj«

tion alive,”committee members ‘con- -

vened yesterday in secret session for
a briefing from chief counsel Richard:

A Sprague and 'his aides on the prod- :
ress of the i mqmry so.far. - -

In a ‘sHort:‘statement: before the
press and public were excluded Spra-
gue told the committee that the infor-'¢
mation compiled to date was: a-blend-
of reports from -“witnesses who have
advised us du-ectly that they have rel-
evant information” and hearssy ‘absut’

“witnesses whom- we.have been told

As a result;_he® added

unable to do what I would consider a
thorough check of the 1nformat10n we -

prosecutor continued, “The. sum total
of the information would be in the na-
ture of evidence indicating that others
may have had knowledge of or partici-
pated in-arranging the. assassinations -

of Dr. King and PresidentKennedy.” 1

V.. B.'Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who had tried to -

'~‘~-and other government aoencxes, con-
] &7
knew in advance that the Kennedy as-

’Stra.lght- .
face understatement, “We-have been’
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* Iowmg the resxgnation of Rep Hem-y

. fire Sprague for-alleged mismanage- .
ment -and-insubordination, the com-

It.has only:three more weeks to win
a'‘new  charter from the:House-and -
r.head off extinction. Speaker Thomas
P. (Tip) ‘O’'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) - and
~‘other House leaders have. predicted
“#=that' the committee will probably not :
2+ibe continued past March 31 unless it . rold E. Ford (D-Tenn.). . -
an: produce some- strlkme new evi- -
dence - of,.#4n - . O'Neill's ;. *words, -
somethmd of a‘sensational. nature “
The Warren Commission, which in-
,ﬂ_estlgated the 11963 Kennedy assassi-
nation with the resources of the FBI -

g, LR
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mystery today.”
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" sassination “was about.to. .occur.”

~“mlttee met formally yesterday for the term, was King's lone assassin, al-
irst time under its new chalrman.,; though a “Justice Department task
* Rep..Louis Stokes (D-Ohio). -~ # weiyud Jforce  recently _conceded that the

‘sources of Ray’s’ money “still temam a ~

“After Sprague’s bnef public presen-
tatlon the commlttee voted 8 to 2 to

- go into secret session. Dlssenting were

7~ Reps..Charles Thone (R-Neb) and Ha- )

Sprague mentioned no names, not
even those of Oswald or Ray, but it~
‘seemed clear that the “others” he had -
in mind were in addxtxon to those two -
men. He also told the ‘committee that -
there was some information indicating |
that __some. Lmdentlﬁed md1v1duals -

= Most of yesterdays— .session, how-,
ever, was spent-on the. King murder.*
At a-lunch-hour briefing, Stokes told
reporters that - the.. committee was
moving with deliberate. ,caution,; but
he said there was “a very good possi-
bility that .some witnesses” may be:
called . to a: public hearmg before
March 31 in an-effort.to demonstrate
the need for continuing the i inquiry. ..
The new chairman-wotld not dis=*
‘cuss the- witnesses who ‘might testxfy,

‘Conspiracy

- ) T
cluded that Lee Harvey Oswald, act- -
‘ing alone, killed the President. Shni-
larly, the FBL concluded that James
.Earl Ray, now serving a 99-year pnson

. Ination originated . with - the < many-

Spragué did’ not. elaborate, but 1t
seemed likely that-much of the infor--

‘but other sources sajd two- under con- ;|
—suleratxon are’ Ray’s brother, Jerry,
“and former \Iemphls pohce detectlve g
: Edward E. Redditt, one of two black

‘ books and - articles wntten in recent .
years in attempts to debunk the offi- ;
-cial findings that theré was no.credi--~,

ble evidence of a“conspiracy inéither—
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