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- 16 MAY 1958 -

LEEORANDU FOR: Director - B o
R S . Federal Buresu of Investzgauion
,Attentzon° gr. S. J, Papzch

4Investigation in Japan of Re*ort on Susn¢c*ous ;
i Actions of Gerald Lee Richards, Criginzily - i
- Described zs Resembling Suspacted &SS&SSin o; _
' '_'Dr. h{artin Luthar King Jr. S -

SR v1. Reference is made to t e reporu concernzng the above Co
subject rwade by telephone to Ix. S.J. Papich =t - 0930 on 17 April-. _
1968. TFollowing is a full account of the znvest;gctzon nade in ;,*
this gase: o el
T "A. On. 16 April 1968 a Uhiteu S ctes Wauional T AR
~Har1time Union official in Yokohszma reported that one o
- Gerald Lee Richards, who hore 2 gemeral physica2l .- . -
e~ yesemblance to the description given of the suepected R
. pesassin of Dr, Martin Luther Eing, Jr. kad zrrived
© in Jopan sbout 15 April 1968 2nd requested a2 poszt;on
. aboard any ship goling enywhere, Richazxrds becsxm L
agitated when asked for z contzet sddress in Jhnan
and refused to divulge kis Japanese Tesidence. TheA
National Maritime Union officizl described Richerds
es 5' 10" tall, 155 pounds, with broen hazr, z receding:'
hairline on both sides, and a2 not very proainent scar
two end one-half inches long traversing the cpnter AR
forehead, his most cutstanding charzeteristic being a -
gisconcerting, idiotic grin reseabling a econstant .
grinmzce. According to Richexrds'! documeats and state~
nments, he was born 8 April 1937, applied for seaman's :
papers in Ssn Pedro, Californiz, 16 June 1864 2md .
registered there 25 a Taited Stztes Kationzl E.rltime o
‘-Tnion member on 21 Februzry 1968 but never shipped out..x»
. His Soczial Security Number is 552-£6-=5078; hls Uniued
: States Coast Guard hunber Z 2711«782 ‘ - L
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S Bl A subseauent caecbgg;t; the Jﬁpcnese Xaticnr L
c»?olxce Agency confirmed the biographic dz sapplicd

w3 A

- dndicated that Richards originzlly resided in Japa:

pot
. from 1963 to 1964 znc =mzrried TATATEMA "iChi- in 1C€E3.
-~ Both Richards and his wife left Jopan for the Tnited
. States in 1964, Richards returzned zloze fo Jazpzn ctout
15 April 1968, His wife's address ia the unxt d Sizies
. ig listed as 160 Hosoz {phkoaetic) Street Czrpenteriz,
Caliiornia, 93013. - _ :

C.' A photo«raph of R.ch“r\ obtained*fvon tﬁj)

_;3555553e police)was shovn to the NEtToHEl=XoTitife

- Uaion official znd icdentified by hin zs tue indivicduzl

. in subparagraph 1A azbove who h=z4 “nplied for a sezmon's
berth, Tae photogrzpn of Rickzrds bears no 4paﬂrent
resemblance to photographs of suspected assassin

James Earl Ray provided by the ¥eceral Durecau of
.Investi«ation.

22. The above informeiion has been given to the Le"al
Attache of the Unzted St ates Ezbassy in Toxyo,

"DDP/FE/JKOJO/RQg__jzgggggz;dsh ;z(s?uay 1968)
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=by—thé National Maritime Unica ocifficizl. A werd check
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