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1ZIORANDUM FOR: Diroctor i '
Fedoral Bureau of Iavestigation

Attention: lir, 8.J. Papich
SUBJECT 0 Inantxgntioa in Japan of xc*ott_qguj "Uicicu'

Do cribed as T‘*oablinb “Sus pogtqﬁ A»san in of
Dr. lMartian Luthor King, Jr.

v
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1. Referenco 1s made to the rcport coacerning the shovo
subject made by tolephonse to i, S.J. Pepich at 0930 on 17 April
1838, TFollowing is a full asccount of thoe investigation made in

tais camo:

. A, On 18 April 19G8 a United States Notional

' Uaritino Union ofiicial in Yokohar:r rceported thot one
Gerald Loe Richards, whoe bhoro o gonaral physical
reosamblancoe to tho descrintion given of the suspected :
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. hed arriv.d !
in Japan about 15 April 1963 ond requested a positioan i
aboard any ship going caywhore, Richards bocamo i
nzitated when sgkod for a coatact addross in Japan
and refused to divulgo his Japancese rosildence, The '
National Maritime Union ofracinl deseridod Richords
as 8¢ 10" tall, 155 pounds, with browa hair, £ rcceding
hairlinoe on both sidez, and a not very vroaineat scar j
twvo and ouc-=half incheg long traversing the center
forchead, his most outstanding choaractoristic being a
oisconcert;ng, 1diotic grin res cmbling a constant
griance. Accordiny to lichardg' docunents and state-
ponis, he was born 8 Awril 1937, applicd for gesnan's
papors in Szn Pclro, Califoruin, 16 Juno 1934 aad
registered there as o Luiued States National llaritime
Union nonber on 21 I'abrusvry 1968 but nover shipnad out,
lis Socinl Sccurity Nunbor &s 862-13«0078; bis Uailted _~~__l-
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B, A subgecaucnt checel: with the Japracse Natioand
Policc Agency confirmed tiac biosrephice data cu plizc
by the National Mardtizo Untoa clfflcdal, A wird ek
indicated that Richeras orizinally resided 4a Jogca
from 19G2 to 1964 end marrlcd TALYANMLA lleihdi:o in 10C3,
Foth Tichards and hig wife loft Jopen for the Uadted !
States 4in 1954, Richorcs returaod aloze to Crpzn abkout
15 April 1968, Hig wifo's address in tho Unitad Sinteu
iz listed as 1G0 llogot (phonotic) Strcet, Corpoaterisn, ,

Caliifoxrnia, 93013,

C. A photograph of Richards obtained fron tho

Japaneso polico wosp shown to thoe Nationnl lMoritino

Union official and identificd by him £3 the indivicduzl
- in gubparcgraph 1A sbove vwho had cpplicd for a gecmon's

terth., Tuo photozraph of Richards bears no gpdaront

rcsonblaace to photopraphs of suspacted ansrusin

Jzaes Ezrl Ray provided by the Feweral Durcau of

Investization,

2, Tho abovo information hss been given to tho Legal
Attacho of the United Statces Enbassy in Tokyo,
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