"! NNANNN

104 10413- 10362]"‘”‘{ 2018 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992j

N s

_ Execulive Kogltry
77"(7('5""" — /
: , , , 26 .. SSo)s
MENMORANDUM: FOR: Dlrector of Centra] Inte]]lgence £

FROM N : ‘John H. Na]]er ' - ~i S :<:)é24?“*? .

Inspector General

' SUBJECT : Bernard Fensterwa]dﬁJJr. Comments in 22 October
‘ 1976 Issue of Hashington Star

1. The following is a response to your query to Mr. Seymour Bolten
concerning comments made by Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.

2. The comments made by subject in the marked-section of the at-
tached newspaper c]ipping are partially factual and partially sheer
speculation. It is true that the Agency has been particularly sen51t1ve
about the entire matter because the photographs in question or1g1nated

 from a highly sensitive intelligence operation which was conducted in
October 1963 by the Agency andMexican seécurity authorities against the
Soviet and Cuban Embassies in Mexico C1ty However, the material was
nct withheld from the Warren Commission. It should be noted that Oswald
vas in no sense "under investigation" and that at no time during his
stay in Mexico City did the CIA acquire a photograph of Oswald.

- 3. The Agency has 12 different photographs of an individual, pos-
sibly an American as yet unidentified, who was observed entering the

- Soviet Embassy and later the Cuban Emdbassy. A cropped photograph was

; introduced into the lHarren Commission public record. The Warren Com-

" mission and its Staff were made fully aware in the course of their . :
inquiry at Headquarters and in Mexico City of the origins of the photo- -
graph, and the fact that we had additional photographs of the same
individual taken at different times in Mexico City. At one point our
Chief of Station in Mexico City suggested that the man in the photograph
was Oswald. However, thls‘proved not.to be the case. It should be
noted that Mr. Fensterwald in 1971-1972 was actually shown two of the
12 photographs during a visit to the Agency, other than the one already
published in the Warren Commission report. It is a matter of more than
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ordinary interest to note that in April 1971 Mr. Fensterwald told Mr.
Lawrence Houston, the General Counsel at that time and another repre-
sentative of the Agency in attendance at the mecting that he knew the

identity of the un1dent1f1ed man in the photograph and that we w111

be furn1shed h1s name in due course. o .
4. Al) coverage by CIA of Oswald's stay in Mexico C1ty was tech~i

nical. The Station had no live source coverage edithier unilateral ox

firom:sMexican 1iaisong, Subsequently, Mexican police interrogated Sylvia .
DURAN, a Mexican « emp]oyee of the Cuban Embassy. . Her testimony gave us

- full deta1ls on Oswald's trip to Mexcio City, and vas made available -
to the Warren Commission. The lack of coverage on Oswald entering the
Cuban or Soviet Embassies resulted from mechanical ma]funct1on The
“Agency provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the field in

Mex1co City and in Hashington all of the 1nformat1on it had acqu1red '
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22 OCTOBER 1970
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’Bemcrd Fensterwdld Jr‘ Wcshmga
tontlowyer who' represented Jamas-
WcCord during Wotergale ond_Jomes
tor} Roy, comvicted of killing Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., heods the Committee “V
lnveshscte Assassinctions,’a_group’

siivare citizens that hes’ mveshgctgd 3 Qf'-
thes! 1 prove distas:eful or- hurtiul to the:
;ye:n?r;i; P{;: 'i:,f::::,‘: X ";;o ‘i RKennedy family, :the JFK autopsy

Wasbmglon Stcr Staﬁ sz-r Mld‘nu”

1 'under lock and key in the National.
. '.dassxfxed«unm the year 2039 1

b 'been

*ZArchives today which will ';?az .
essi

“jis declassified by the variqus$ govern-
-}ment*agencies, D ily the FBI|
-and the CIA. Inaddm ntothat, there’
~are literally tho nds of documeants
’that the CIA oot give to the Waxe'
»,ven Commission and did not go to the
‘National hives which have pever:
e public. A number of free-,
“dom o¥infonnation suits have result-
'ed in‘declassification of a part of this
ma ena]. yet we know from the index’

iey give us that they bave a mass of

‘material v-?mrh has never bee.n. made )
pubhc. .

‘> ;,4
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Apart from matenal tbat mgbt

: pbotograpbs for. examp_]e, Is tbere

- —— — o de

other, evzdcnce or do you fecl tberc
other:material under lock and key

R *}“‘%
Q. The Co-nmzttee o Io ‘gate'-‘
Assassinations has long bHeen sus-’

pected by some p2ople of being some-;]
kow connected with the and you',
yourself beicg labeled possibly a TA’
ggentor CIA pIant Are ycu in fact‘a'

CIAage-to:anjsort? % -'r--_. %
IR TN .lﬁp'.-\r.; O ﬁr*:
Fezstzrwa]d- No,“I’m~ fun-nma'

lawyers Neither I'norm partner:
bave.ever been affzhated\ with-the]
CIA or:3vorked-for. the' CIA eitherS
with ‘o without pay*in: "Anyr way, 4

shape or farma. 1 have'no idea where'| -

ke numor started:-X'don't know any->1
pne:that.knows-anything "at

ut my-.
history-that has ever made

¢h an-]

accusation.. On the converseé-side;-
going back to-the-e2rly-"60s when' &
woxked-fcr the Senate-as 1- fox-

pne ot their: commt‘ces,.l did aay

investization. on the; CIAC and singe-
theal have represemeda mumber-of:
tlients in'ceces against the CIA to :he.:
exteal toat if there's any evidence at
ally xraleomts in th_'e ot'_l‘ine: t:[.'.re:c:mn_.'T
4 ST e e il ;".- 13Tl .,"-1.! 1
" Q:Js it possible’ that the'CIAGr thé
FBI has evidzance Jocked away some~
wherc, Uizt could shed new light on
the mves.’:gaaors into theJTK assass
sinaticrr or periaps Martm Lutbﬂr

that. could shed szvmﬁcant D,.bt ‘on
i,

';'-«rl‘ S T t. IJ‘ e :'-. .w‘?
“\As-Well, certa.mly from reviewing

“the index of.the withheld material.
which'they have been forced to sup-

ply to vanous district courts, you get

the impression that much yery vital

.information is being withh8ld~ Again,
-X say, without: knowing what that |
information is, it's hard to say w}'ere

'n‘s gomo to pomt. - 7

"‘

-® "Q-t V-A-v —..
Q Can you hazard a gucss as towhat
th"ymx‘,bthavc? P

R .--i} N R

. -A- No. I can’t, T'can only tell you
‘sofarastheCIAis concerned a large- |
part of:the withheld testimony in-
,volvesia trip Lee Harvey Oswald
made to Mexico Just i 1med;ately

>pnbx' to,the assassination. No one ix

the pu'bhc knows what this. trip was

"all about. But we do know that the |-

. CIA has been particularly seasitive {

with respact to that. We do krow that

there were CIA cameras taking pic-
itures ©of people going in and out of the

"Cuban and Soviet embassies 2nd-they

*took a number of pictures of a.man

- “they.labeled Lee Harvey Oswald. |

.+ From looking at him, he is obviously

Nl
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Amvs assassuzaban’ AR

not Lee Harvey Oswald but me CJA
vnp notidentify him. . o -

LX) .'§
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B Q- *Weuld it not better serve the
Amencan public to just simply re;
Jease this inforrnation and get to thed
bottom of the mattcr oncc and Ior

:—-—.n

- pation be made public, The olficial
‘was & Jone nut killer end thar there

- there were no internationz) ramifica-
. tions,: And thcrcforc, taking that

.this intense desire on the part of gov-

. yespectto ‘the Johin Kennedy assassi-

soluuon is thot Lee Harvey Oswald

'—4\io-'

~were no other people involved and.

~ .

story as gospel makes it cbtucun for
a lawyer to-see -why they shonld
cover anything. However; there is

-ernmenl to keep it secret, and I think"
in-apy Jawsuit where you hzve this
sort of mania.for locking the evi-
dence up you create the-suspicion
that there's more there. And 1 don't
. think - auybody at this time ‘outside the
government kmov:s what happened-to
John-Kennedy, ¥ tbm)' the congres-

sional commmees w fime wxll de

out.. i v, j-lﬂ",r‘_ .-‘\

;::_"-4".‘- S entnar

’o-'. o
o s e -".

.‘.' _l

KA T30 "
-~ -A- Ifs fiot re«ﬂy % oucmon of rc-
openin g his grave. I know the subject
is frequently talked 2bout in terms.
similar to that. X think that the integ- |-
rity of our whole political process is
probably; at stake because whether ’
the Varren Commission was right or
_%wrong, kthink that the Afnerican peo--
ple — and the polls bear s out ' —
have a great doubt as to whether Os-
wald.was _properly mvcrtxgated

“They have'a doubt 2s to whether Os-
wald was a lone nut Jdller. And unti}
their doubts can.be sztisfied, X think
the integrity of the systém and the
credibility of the: guvcmmenr is very
muchweakencd. 21
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Q Wby bas'it taken i3 years for
Congrass to b::an’c off c:ally involv-
ed inthis? .

L ,_.-;.1 1 _.Q
. -A- Well, it’s - niunber of reasons.
One, I thmk the membership of the
Warrea Commission itsel{ contained
so many outstandirg people that it is
difficult to believe that for whatever
‘reason they would not'seriously try io
“give tke public a full answer. There's
“a preat reluctance to disbelieve peo-
ple like Justice Warren and Sen. Rus-
sell. Secondly, I think until Water-
gate people tended to disbelieve that
thcxr government could be involved
in anything of this nature. But even |
more recently the revelations, the ac- '
counts of the CIA to kil} Fidel Castro
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bhave gottux rid of the last rcluctance
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- Q, Isit COncezvabIe that the War—
ren Comruission - in the interests of
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" I'to the commission. So I think it's a}
. very harsh judgment to say that this

13-00000

. .l U .\c,' ;".--.'- N, . %
- Oha ‘a lawyer I tend vo beheve
aey-nedde tlie best conclusins ey
could from the evidence at har. * We
know of so much key evidence that
was either withheld or destroyed that
you get a general feeling that they

the really important marerial.-For
example, Lee Harvey Oswald wrote a2
. | threatening note to an FBI agent
shortly b>!’ore the assassination, In a

Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent

was never reported to the Wairen
Coourission. Thera are certain peo-
| ple wao can link Oswald and Ruby,
-1 anrd this material was never passed

* 4 very distinguisned bunch of Ameri-
‘cans — mcludu-v tte chief justice of
. { theUrired States — purposely did not ]
o :z'ezcb ﬂ'e prcper conclusxon. By

Q I- w Ionv wzl! zt mke t?'e .House
to investigate ‘this affair 2ad carne to

s}earsawandoyoufeev-, . ,._..,_-4- -

"q'f‘
.o EX RN \. -‘d’ 9 ﬂ"! -:

A:N ,Idontthmkltwﬂlbethat
far away. The House of Representa-,
tives had rwo basic roads they could:
have follpwed. They could have taken-
their staff. members, people. who

.were thorougaly familiar with the
subject but equally. apinionated, or
they could start with people who.
were gocd lawyers and good investi-
.1 gators and start with a clean mind
and simply go down the same road
tkat others have been going down for

-~ -

E with the caliber of people that have
teenchosen I can’t see that it’s going

" - | will vake a number of. months longer
than it wou!d going t.he other way.

“did’ occur, xs really a marter ‘of na-
tional concern and transcends th-"
. own very-understandable interest

it. I think that the investization cer-
: tainly into President henmdy s’
death can be done in such away as to -

long jump from that possibility to the
pos;nhhtythat we had anything.ta da
vith kdlling. It scems to me that these
are qoestions that gave the congres-
- sional commmittee the powers that
‘they have. I doan't really know that

had only a relanvely small part of |-

matter of an hour or two- before Jack |’

fiushed it down the toilet. Now ﬂus -

. " chance that this will bappen bﬂcause
-+Y think the members of the House of , Assassinations, what do you rhink it
* Representatives and the embers of has been able to accampbs)u Why
_» the Church committee in the Senate was:t!armed’ e

. ‘and I can't see any reason why it

. cause minimum grief to the family. Specu!aun"gets anywhcrc. .

And I think there's a very good ',

- Qs Your Comnuttee (‘O. Invesl:gate

" Mew -

. Y l‘s >, '.'
oo o '-\"' a4 hid

jarev wel! -aware of. the prob!em, L
i cAsIt was formed for two barxc rca-

some sort of a conclusion..Vill it be :

12 years. They chose tbe Iat‘er. That{ -
will take somewhal. more time, but}"

- : cannot be done without teiribly dis-
. ! tasteful evidence being trotted out in

: public. I just don’t think that 's neces-
sary

-
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. there is evidence that could clear him

-t or alternatively to prove that be was
° : not thelone assassin? - -% .
o‘- " r‘.:‘r'. .... ’.... * “lb
: A:ltismyown personal behef that ~

. there was a conspiracy. I think that
‘~the question would be resolved: if -

- ..think most of us in the United States, =’
"1most of the public certainly, and al- "
.. most all of Washington that I know

" .plea was extracted from him and he
' went off to serve a 99-year term with-. -
“out a trial. It came as a great shock
. to most people and I think most. peos -
¥ ple were . rather disappointed in a -
cnme of this magnitude a man would ~

. : spantsix years trying to achieve this.,
I must confess.I was unsuccessful, -
’ but it is very possible that this inves- :

. "ngauon of the House of Representa- -

. - tives 'would achxeve in a lot shorter :

“to take a .matter of years. X think it{ . penod than six years what we were: 5

e , u.nable todo in the courts. .

“ Q. You were “the attomey for.
: James Earl Ray. Do you-feel that"

.were simply amazed when a guilty-7, —-,

. sons. One was to get the critics of the
Warren Commission to coordmate
their efforts. The basic aims of the
. group were 1o gather information to

'..-. keep the sub_;ect of John Kennedy's

assassmanon alive until we could
convince the Congress'to reopen their

- dwn xnvestxgan.on. Fortenately, 1

*think we've been very successiul.

--'T‘he subject has.been kept alive., As
- 73737 the climate in'the countxy changed,

“the climate in Congress changed, we
. were ablé,. with, the help of a lot of
“ather people, o persuade them go in

; James Earl Ray were given a trial. I 7w11h a fuil-fledged jnvestigation. We

'intend to turp-dver all of our investi-
gation to them and to give any mh»r:
assmta‘nce' .'l" .."-: LA ":'. . -\v‘. .

'.':'-_,! LR N ‘_‘ ! s _'-v-:;*"'.
Q~ There 's been an eternal fascina-
- tion with Joho F. Xennedy's rourder.

Do you think when or il the House

- fnvestigation reaches its conclusio:
that will lay 1o rest finally the s pecu-
IaaOB? "’J 'l‘ .‘. .":'1.-'...:::' & .'b'

R .-. .".-.,'l-\-

~+mot in fact stay for a jury trial. 1.7 - A: T believe that if this Honsr:c cc.m

- miltee continues to get the suppmt in
‘the pext Congress that they have in
-the last months of this Congress, tha!

< they will investigate this hﬂmo ‘thor-

‘oughly.-I think they will cull ont the
fe2ds, I think they will look at all the

PR A =evxdence, and if after that Jength of

“.time and that Jength of invasti gaunv
~they conc]udc thet the Warren Com-
.mission was correct, I certainly thin.
that 99.9 percent of the people will be

satisfied. Lmust say.that in all hones
'ty, Lknow of a few people who are

o-.,.

Q. Tbu FBI 1.9 now Xmown to have
\hounded Martin Luther King and
4 : there bas been specalation that-the, *
¥ Y FBI may have some way been involu-:+
;-ed in his death.' Do you subsmue‘ta*;
4 thzsposs:bzlxly. '.." ‘_‘, ‘."‘_‘.‘." ,‘);.
\-.' LIS XL T, O t
2 AL L have' seen no evzderce to that
,., effect and I have séen in both the =
~«. .4 4" Joha F. Kennedy case and the Martin -
-’ Luther King case that one has to be*.
< .careful to distinguish.betwsen the .
N ,crime _and the investigation. I think
.in the Martin Luther.King case that "
- «.the FBI because of its animosity for..
Dr. Kinz may not have made what .

- to do, Ithink that most of the doubts
*‘we would ‘consider their best effort to
mvesnoate it; But we have made a _ifno_t.all of them, will be Jaid t° rest,

[FSPSECIyRL 0 X101 23N o'\-\l—r-v?-s 0-".-P [y SL;‘
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Q Eumce Shnvcr, w!zo o! course
lost two brothers to assassins, bas
.s2id trat she would prefer the whole, |
. thing b2 dropped, that the investiga~
tions [ato JFK and Robert Kennedy’s | i
cde2ths shouldn’t be opzned. How do |-
you respond when a family member

4 expressas tlusku:d of a sena.meut

A' Well I think a!l of us feel'a’
,baslc sympathy, not only for Mrs.
_Shriver but also for- Mrs. Rose
Kennedy and for the remaining
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it's my.
o»n feeling that the question of what-
happeneéd to the Kennady brothers, if
something more than meets tl_';e.cy.e

T

v qzou can never satisfy all of "thern be
“tause they each have a particula:
xheory. Aud these theories are inter-

. -nally inconsistent if nothing else; Bu:

“ T'think that as a practical mattertha

“if a conzressional commumittee, andi’

not this one, maybe the Senat:

commmittee or maybe both of ther

-will attack the job they are suppose:
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~npever going to be satisfied, at'Jeas:





